
RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 1:00 p.m., the session was resumed with Deputy 
Speaker Frederick “Erick” F. Abueg presiding.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
session is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, I move that we now 
proceed to the Additional Reference of Business, and 
request that the Secretary General be directed to read 
the same. 

  
THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). Is there 

any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
motion is approved.

The Secretary General is directed to read the 
Additional Reference of Business. 

ADDITIONAL REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

The Secretary General read the following House Bills 
and Resolution on First Reading and Communication, 
and the Deputy Speaker made the corresponding 
references: 

BILLS ON FIRST READING

House Bill No. 8261, entitled:
“AN ACT DECLARING MARCH 1 OF EVERY 

YEAR A SPECIAL NONWORKING 
HOLIDAY IN THE CITY OF DAVAO 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE ‘ARAW NG 
DAVAO’, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7685, ENTITLED 
ꞌAN ACT DECLARING MARCH 16 OF 
EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL NONWORKING 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY IN THE CITY OF 
DAVAO, TO BE KNOWN AS ‘ARAW NG 
DABAW’ ”

By Representative Ungab
TO THE COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF 

LAWS

House Bill No. 8262, entitled:
“AN ACT DECLARING THE UPPER AGNO 

RIVER BASIN PROTECTED LANDSCAPE 
IN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF BOKOD 
AND KABAYAN; AND SOME PORTIONS 
OF THE MUNICIPALITIES OF ATOK, 
BUGUIAS, ITOGON, LA TRINIDAD, 
AND TUBLAY, ALL IN THE PROVINCE 
OF BENGUET; PORTIONS OF BAUKO, 
MT. PROVINCE; PORTIONS OF TINOC, 
IFUGAO AND KAYAPA, NUEVA VIZCAYA 
AS A PROTECTED AREA UNDER 
THE CATEGORY OF PROTECTED 
LANDSCAPES, PROVIDING FOR ITS 
MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES”

By Representative Cosalan
TO THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL 

RESOURCES

House Bill No. 8263, entitled:
“AN ACT CONVERTING THE AGUSAN DEL 

SUR STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AND TECHNOLOGY (ASSCAT) IN 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF BUNAWAN, 
PROVINCE OF AGUSAN DEL SUR INTO 
A STATE UNIVERSITY, INTEGRATING 
THEREWITH THE SATELLITE CAMPUS 
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF TRENTO, 
PROVINCE OF AGUSAN DEL SUR TO 
BE KNOWN AS THE AGUSAN DEL SUR 
STATE UNIVERSITY (ADSSU) AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFORE”

By Representative Mellana
TO THE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER AND 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

House Bill No. 8267, entitled:
“AN ACT TRANSFERRING TO THE PHILIPPINE 

NATIONAL POLICE THE OPERATIONAL 
SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OVER 
POLICE UNITS ASSIGNED OR STATIONED 
IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC 
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ACT NO. 6975, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE ‘DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ACT OF 1990’ ”

By Representative Siao
TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ORDER 

AND SAFETY

RESOLUTION

House Resolution No. 2189, entitled:
“RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS TO 
ALLOT P428 MILLION ADDITIONAL 
ALLOCATION IN THE PROPOSED 2019 
BUDGET FOR THE REHABILITATION OF 
FACILITIES IN STATE UNIVERSITIES AND 
COLLEGES DAMAGED BY TROPICAL 
CYCLONE OMPONG”

By Representative Elago
TO THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

COMMUNICATION

Report of Honorable Dante Roberto P. Maling, Acting 
Secretary General, House of Representatives, 
on enrolled bills, submitted to the Office of the 
President, for His Excellency’s consideration and 
signature, pursuant to the provision of Rule VI, 
Section 18, Par. (h) of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives:
1. House Bill No. 6995, entitled:
“AN ACT CONVERTING THE CAMARINES 

SUR INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES AND 
MARINE SCIENCES (CASIFMAS) – 
RAGAY CAMPUS LOCATED IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF RAGAY, CAMARINES 
SUR INTO A TESDA-SUPERVISED SCHOOL 
TO BE KNOWN AS RAGAY POLYTECHNIC 
SKILLS INSTITUTE AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

2. House Bill No. 7176, entitled:
“AN ACT SEPARATING THE SAN EMMANUEL 

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL – ANNEX IN 
BARANGAY SAN PABLO, TACURONG 
CITY, PROVINCE OF SULTAN KUDARAT 
FROM THE SAN EMMANUEL NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, CONVERTING IT INTO AN 
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
TO BE KNOWN AS SAN PABLO NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

3. House Bill No. 7178, entitled:
“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL 

HIGH SCHOOL IN BARANGAY TAMBO, 
PARAÑAQUE CITY, TO BE KNOWN AS 

TAMBO NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR”;

4. Consolidated Senate Bill No. 1233 and House 
Bill No. 5745, entitled:

“AN ACT CREATING THE COCONUT 
FARMERS AND INDUSTRY TRUST FUND, 
PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT 
AND UTILIZATION, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES;

5. House Bill No. 6203, entitled:
“AN ACT CONVERTING THE SORSOGON 

STATE COLLEGE IN THE PROVINCE OF 
SORSOGON INTO A STATE UNIVERSITY 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE SORSOGON STATE 
UNIVERSITY AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

6. House Bill No. 7522, entitled:
“AN ACT REAPPORTIONING THE PROVINCE 

OF AKLAN INTO TWO (2) LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICTS”;

7. House Bill No. 5349, entitled:
“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER 

T W E N T Y- F I V E  ( 2 5 )  Y E A R S  T H E 
FRANCHISE GRANTED TO NOTRE 
DAME BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8109, 
ENTITLED ‘AN ACT GRANTING THE 
N O T R E  D A M E  B R O A D C A S T I N G 
CORPORATION A FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, OPERATE, AND 
MAINTAIN RADIO BROADCASTING 
S TAT I O N S  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S 
FOR RELIGIOUS,  EDUCATIONAL, 
AND CULTURAL AS WELL AS FOR 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES’ ”;

8. House Bill No. 7175, entitled:
“AN ACT SEPARATING THE IGBARAS 

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL – ALAMEDA 
EXTENSION IN BARANGAY ALAMEDA, 
MUNICIPALITY OF IGBARAS, PROVINCE 
OF ILOILO FROM THE IGBARAS NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, CONVERTING IT INTO AN 
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
TO BE KNOWN AS ALAMEDA NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

9. House Bill No. 7177, entitled:
“AN ACT SEPARATING THE POLO NATIONAL 

HIGH SCHOOL – MALANDAY ANNEX IN 
BARANGAY MALANDAY, VALENZUELA 
CITY FROM THE POLO NATIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL, CONVERTING IT INTO AN 
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
TO BE KNOWN AS MALANDAY NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;
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10. House Bill No. 7240, entitled:
“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL 

HIGH SCHOOL IN BARANGAY VEINTE 
REALES, VALENZUELA CITY, TO BE 
KNOWN AS VEINTE REALES NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

11. House Bill No. 7241, entitled:
“AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL IN BARANGAY SAN ANTONIO, 
PARAÑAQUE CITY, TO BE KNOWN AS 
SILVERIO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
A N D  A P P R O P R I AT I N G  F U N D S 
THEREFOR”;

12. House Bill No. 7242, entitled:
“AN ACT SEPARATING THE DON FELIX 

SERRA NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL – 
LOMBOYAN EXTENSION IN BARANGAY 
LOMBOYAN, MUNICIPALITY OF SAN 
JOAQUIN, PROVINCE OF ILOILO FROM 
THE DON FELIX SERRA NATIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL, CONVERTING IT INTO AN 
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
TO BE KNOWN AS STA. ANA NATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR”;

13. House Bill No. 7243, entitled:
“AN ACT SEPARATING THE TACURONG 

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL – UPPER 
KATUNGAL ANNEX IN BARANGAY UPPER 
KATUNGAL, TACURONG CITY, PROVINCE 
OF SULTAN KUDARAT FROM THE 
TACURONG NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, 
CONVERTING IT INTO AN INDEPENDENT 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL TO BE KNOWN 
AS UPPER KATUNGAL NATIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR”; and

14. House Bill No. 7778, entitled:
“AN ACT REAPPORTIONING THE PROVINCE 

OF ISABELA INTO SIX (6) LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICTS”.

TO THE COMMITTEE ON RULES

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Majority Leader is recognized. 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, I move that we suspend 
the session for a few minutes. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
session is suspended.

It was 1:02 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 1:10 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
session is resumed. 

CONSIDERATION OF H.B. NO. 8169
Continuation

PERIOD OF SPONSORSHIP AND DEBATE

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, I move that we resume 
the consideration of House Bill No. 8169, and direct 
the Secretary General to read only the title of the 
measure.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
motion is approved.

The Secretary General is directed to read only the 
title of House Bill No. 8169. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL. House Bill No. 
8169, entitled: AN ACT APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
FOR THE OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES FROM 
JANUARY ONE TO DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, 
TWO THOUSAND AND NINETEEN, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, the parliamentary 
status of the Bill is that we are still in the period of 
interpellations and debate. May we start with the budget 
of the Office of the President, and may we welcome 
and acknowledge the presence of the officials of the 
said office.

We have with us today Exec. Sec. Salvador C. 
Medialdea, Dep. Exec. Sec. Rizalina Justol, Dep. 
Exec. Sec. Alberto Bernardo, Dep. Exec. Sec. Ryan 
Alvin Acosta, Acting Dep. Exec. Sec. McJill Bryant 
Fernandez, Exec. Dir. Jose Luis Alano, Usec. Jimmy 
Manabat, Special Envoy Bruce S. Concepcion, Usec. 
Allan Guisihan, OIC Atty. Florentino Manalastas Jr. 
and Asec. Evelyn Cruzada.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). We welcome 
our honored guests to the House of Representatives. 

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Congresswoman Maria Carmen S. Zamora, 
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from the First District of Compostela Valley, to sponsor 
the budget of the Office of the President.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
motion is approved.

The Honorable Zamora is recognized. 

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Office of the President is proposing a total 

budget of P6,822,945,000 for fiscal year 2019.
I am now ready to answer any interpellation, Mr. 

Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. HOFER. Mr. Speaker, the first to interpellate is 
AKBAYAN Party-List Representative, Cong. Tomasito 
“Tom” S. Villarin.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Honorable Villarin is recognized for the interpellation. 

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Majority Leader.

Would the good Sponsor be open to some 
questions?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
With regard to my question, I would like to ask 

first, can you give us the budget of the OP from 2015, 
2016, 2017 and 2018?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Let me check the records 
first, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, what we have on our record is the 
comparative summary of obligations from 2017 to 2019. 
Will it be okay with the Gentleman if I just present the 
past three years, or rather to continue—I have here 
the figures of the budget of the Office of the President 
starting from 2015 as being asked by the Gentleman. For 
the year 2015, the Office of the President had a budget 
of P8,563,000,000; for 2016, P2.8 billion; for 2017, 
P11.6 billion; for 2018, P6.07 billion; and a proposal 
for P2019 amounting to P6.8 billion, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Given these amounts, good 
Sponsor, Mr. Speaker, there was a spike in the OP’s 
budget last 2017 with P11 billion.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes, and that spike was mainly 
because of the expenses for the ASEAN event. Am I 
correct, Mr. Speaker?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. VILLARIN. Of that P11 billion as compared 
to the previous budget of roughly around P6 billion, we 
spent P5 billion for that ASEAN event. Would that be 
correct, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Given that P5 billion expense 
for the ASEAN, has there been an audit of the expenses 
for that year?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the auditing process for the ASEAN expenses is still 
ongoing.

REP. VILLARIN. Still ongoing?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, that is correct.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Based on the COA report, 
it says that the Office of the President spent P14.9 billion 
in 2017. That is up from the 2016 Budget. Given that 
this audit is still ongoing, we are now looking at the 
2019 Budget and the proposed 2019 Budget is again 
up from the present budget by around how much, Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Sponsor?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). The proposal for the 2019 
Budget amounts to P6.7 billion which is by 12.32 
percent or P742 million as compared to this years’ 
budget, Mr. Speaker

REP. VILLARIN. So, it is up by P742 million 
and what is the justification for the increase in that 
budget?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, the 
increase in the proposed budget can be attributed to the 
following: the budget allocation for Personnel Services 
will go to the implementation of the fourth and final 
tranche of the Salary Standardization Law scheduled 
to take effect on January 1, 2019. The largest share of 
the MOOE which is around 76.53 percent of the budget 
is attributed to the operating expenses of the newly 
created Presidential Anti-Corruption Commission, 
and the expansion projects being implemented by the 
office, and taking also into consideration the inflation 
rate. That is why there is an increase in the proposal, 
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and the provision of Capital Outlay which is around 
7.55 percent of the total OP budget, which may also be 
attributed to several engineering works under the Office 
of the President, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Well, thank you for that, but 
can you provide us with the breakdown with regard 
to this?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, this Representation will 
provide later, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Now, going into the specific 
budget for 2019, good Sponsor, Mr. Speaker, if we look 
at the programs, we have here General Administration 
and Support. We have a budget for Operations. Okay, 
so these are the two major program items. Now, if we 
look at the General Administration and Support, it says 
here that there is an allocation for Capital Outlays to 
the tune of P511,663,000. May we know what these 
Capital Outlays could be used for, good Sponsor, Mr. 
Speaker?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Capital Outlays proposal of P511 million comprises 
the following: rehabilitations and renovations of the 
Office of the President building, amounting to P282 
million; various improvements of Area 1, 2, and 3 of 
Bahay Pangarap, Bahay Pagbabago and OP Mansion 
House, and expansion and upgrading projects of 
Communications and Technology Office, amounting 
to P83-P84 million; various improvement of other 
agency or other facilities, amounting to P8.6 billion; 
acquisition of office equipment, amounting to P3.6 
million; furniture and fixtures, amounting to P9.3 
million; replacement of old and dilapidated shuttle 
services of the OP employees, amounting to P9.4 
million; machineries and equipment for various lawn 
and ground maintenance equipment, amounting to 
P3.9 million; other machineries and equipment such as 
finger scan equipment and other equipment, amounting 
to P7.7 million; flood control pumps, generators and 
other property, P1.6 million; communication equipment 
like projector and camera, amounting to P393,000; and 
various software amounting to P890,000 with a total of 
P511,663,000, Mr. Speaker.

REP. VILLARIN. So, in short, these Capital 
Outlays will be exclusively used for the refurbishment 
of the Malacañang grounds.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay, thank you. Now, let me 
go to the issue of personnel. In your proposed budget, 

as what also was mentioned earlier, there is an increase 
in the budget mainly because you have to provide for 
the increases provided by law, and here, between GAS 
and Operations: for Personnel Services, you have P486 
million, and for Operations—for Personnel Services, 
you have P591 million, for a total of—well, including 
for Operations, P1.078 billion, roughly. So, given this 
Personnel Services, how many in the Office of the 
President are in the plantilla positions, non-plantilla 
positions, consultants, and job orders, if that, I assume, 
would be the breakdown of personnel? So, how many 
are in the regular plantilla? How many are non-plantilla? 
How many are consultants?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
for the Office of the President, as of August 15, 2018, 
the Office has  total authorized positions of 1,250 with 
838 filled positions and 412 unfilled positions.

REP. VILLARIN. So, that is for the regular 
plantilla, and for the filled up positions, it is 800; so 
there is a difference of somewhere around 300 plus 
unfilled plantilla positions.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
yes, there is a total of 412 …

REP. VILLARIN. Unfilled.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). … unfilled positions.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. And for the consultants, 
non-plantilla personnel, how many would be the total of 
these non-plantilla personnel, and of those non-plantilla 
personnel, how many are so-called “consultants”?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Office has a total of 510 non-permanent positions 
composed of 288 coterminous to the incumbent, and 
222 contractual positions.

REP. VILLARIN. Many of these non-plantilla 
positions, I assume, the work they are doing would be 
similar to the work that should be done by those in the 
plantilla positions.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, the 
tasks and functions given to the non-plantilla personnel 
are different than that of the tasks and functions given 
to the permanent, those who are handling permanent 
positions.

REP. VILLARIN. Well, as what was mentioned 
in that, there is this COA Report saying that expenses 
in the MOOE that should be done by personnel in the 
non-plantilla positions should have been done by those 
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in the regular position. I think, again, there should be 
discretion again in the Office of the President, but based 
on such COA Report, I hope that in the future, this 
would be looked into.

In the Office of the President, there is a budget for 
donations. In 2017, there is an amount of P4.78 billion. 
For 2018, I presume that there are also amounts for 
donation under the Office of the President. And for 
2019, I do not have the figures but can the good Sponsor 
enlighten us about these so-called “donations” under 
the Office of the President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, let 
me check the record with the officials.

Mr. Speaker, for 2017 to 2018, there was the 
Office of the President which has been giving grants 
and donations to other agencies. The reason why this 
is not already proposed in 2019 is that the Office of 
the President will no longer give grants and donations 
to other agencies and that all the financial needs of 
the different agencies shall be shouldered by their 
respective agencies, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, these donations are no longer 
included for the 2019 Budget?

REP. ZAMORA (M.) That is correct, Mr. Speaker.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Now, as to the operations 
under the OP, well, of course, we understand that the 
biggest chunk goes to Presidential Oversight Program 
amounting to P4 billion. Can you enlighten us on what 
is included in this Presidential Oversight Program? Does 
it include the use of—well, the Office of the President 
doing intelligence gathering?

REP. ZAMORA (M.) Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
under the Presidential Oversight Program are the 
following activities: first is the issuance of the 
Presidential directives, special powers and authorities 
and clearances; there is also the Policy Development 
and Formulation on Strategic Presidential Interventions; 
and there are also Oversight Management on National 
Security Concerns; Public Assistance and Information 
Services; Oversight and General Government Internal 
Control Systems; Oversight and General Government 
Performance Monitoring; and, some locally-funded 
projects.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. On the issue of the item, 
Oversight Management on National Security Concerns, 
there is a budget of P3 billion for MOOE. Is this 

amount a discretionary fund or does this fall under the 
Intelligence Fund of the Office of the President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the proposed amount of P3 billion under the Oversight 
Management on National Security Concerns is different 
from the proposed Confidential and Intelligence 
Funds.

REP. VILLARIN. So, meaning, if this does not 
fall under the Confidential Funds, this is subject to a 
breakdown for scrutiny by Congress on what could be the 
uses of this Oversight on National Security Concerns.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
yes, that is correct. This is subject to the usual authorized 
disbursement of the funds.

REP. VILLARIN. So, I hope, Mr. Speaker, Mme. 
Sponsor, that we would also be given a copy of a 
breakdown of how this Oversight Management on 
National Security Concerns Program will be spent.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Office can provide later, should  …

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Yes, thank you po that…

REP. ZAMORA (M.). …his Honor like to ask for 
the breakdown. 

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you for that, good 
Sponsor. Now, on the issue of the herein, again, 
Program Operations Expense, it states here that, well, 
there are Local and Foreign Visits under the Office of 
the President amounting to P843 million for 2019. Is 
this an increase of the existing year or would this be 
a decrease in the expense? For 2018, what is the total 
budget for Foreign and Local Trips?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
for fiscal year 2018, a total of P874,621,000 has been 
appropriated for Traveling Expenses, which has a 
breakdown of P114,458,000 under Local Travels; 
P760,163,000 under Foreign Travels. For 2019, a 
proposal of P795,802,000 which is 9.01 percent 
decrease compared to 2018, and the proposed amount of 
P795 million is comprised of Local Travels amounting 
to P165,187,000, and Foreign Travels amounting to 
P630,615,000, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you for that, good 
Sponsor, Mr. Speaker.

As I understand, Mr. Speaker, the President had a 
policy pronouncement on trips by government officials. 
Will the Office of the President be exempted from 
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this policy pronouncement given that over the past, 
two-and-a-half years more have been spent by the 
OP in travels? And do we have like a ceiling or a cap 
for foreign travels as to who should be going with the 
President? Can there be a sort of a policy with regard 
to these foreign travels by the Office of the President? 
If other agencies are banned or prohibited from doing 
too much travelling, is the Office of the President not 
covered by that ban?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Office of the President has released Memorandum 
Circular No. 35 s. 2017 clarifying and reinforcing 
existing rules and regulations on foreign travel 
authorities, travel entitlements, and this Memorandum 
Circular applies to all in the different agencies including 
those who are under the Office of the President, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay, so it covers all.
Now, this Representation would just like to get a 

summary of the breakdown of the expenses per foreign 
travel. The recent one would be the Israel-Jordan trip 
and who went as official delegation, and what were the 
expenses covered under such official trips?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Office can provide the details being requested by 
His Honor later.

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you for that again, good 
Sponsor, Mr. Speaker.

Well, the other items, well, as I presume that, again, 
there is discretion on the part of the OP with regard to 
spending its budget and this Representation also hopes 
especially that this Oversight Committee on National 
Security Concerns, it has a huge budget together with 
other confidential-item budget under the OP, hopefully 
cannot be used against the opposition in terms of, well, 
by just being so-called, using the words “national 
security concerns.”

So, I hope that, again, the discretion and also on the 
part of the OP that this plea or manifestation can also be 
deferred by the Office of the President, because for sure, 
and what has been happening to our country right now, 
there is this, well, thinking or feeling that going to the 
elections of 2019, there would be, definitely, attempts 
to silence the Opposition or to put a gag on all those 
who are opposing the present administration.

But, again, that is my hope and, again for this matter, 
because we are now on the budget process, Congress 
and other agencies can also do its due diligence in terms 
of providing oversight to the budget of the Office of 
the President.

With that, good Sponsor, Mr. Speaker, I terminate 
my interpellation. Thank you.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, the manifestation 
of His Honor is noted.

Thank you for the questions.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ALONTE. Mr. Speaker, the next who wishes 
to interpellate is the Hon. France L. Castro of the ACT 
TEACHERS Party-List, I move that we recognize her, 
Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abueg). The 
Lady, Honorable Castro, is recognized. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Magandang hapon po. 
Maraming salamat po, Mr. Speaker, Mme. Sponsor.

Ilang mga obserbasyon lang po, Mr. Speaker, 
doon sa budget ng ating Office of the President mula 
noong 2017 at ang proposal sa ngayon. In terms of 
Personnel Services, mayroon tayong P880,087,000; in 
2018 po, we have P1,035,395,000; and then in 2019, 
we have P1,127,210,000, with a difference of P91 
million. MOOE, we had P10 billion in 2017; then in 
2018, we have P4.6 billion; and 2019, we have P5.18 
billion, with a difference of P517 million. The Capital 
Outlays po ay tumaas: in 2017, P249,472,000,000; 
in 2018, we have P370,190,000,000; and then it 
goes up in 2019 to P511 billion, and a difference of 
P141,473,000. So, ang una pong tanong, Mr. Speaker, 
doon sa Personnel Services po ba tumaas o mayroon 
tayong na-hire na personnel para sa Office of the 
President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
on matters on Personnel Services, the increase from 
2017 to 2018 and for 2019 is mainly attributed to 
the implementation of the Regularization Law that is 
required to be implemented by all the offices.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Okay. So, that is the increase 
of the salaries of our personnel not because of the 
additional personnel that we have.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, nakikita natin dito, Mr. 
Speaker, ang lahat ng mga departments, lalung-lalo na 
po iyong mga line agencies, iyong mga nagpapatungkol 
po doon sa mga social services ay bumaba ang kanilang 
mga total budget, samantalang ang Office of the 
President ay tumaas ng 12.32 percent. So, puwede 
po bang malaman, Mr. Speaker, bakit po ganito ang 
patakaran? Patakaran po ba ito ng ating pamahalaan, 
na habang pinagtitipid ang ating mga social services 
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departments, ang budget ng Office of the President 
naman ay tumaas? Ano po ba iyong nag-attribute dito 
sa pagtaas ng budget ng Office of the President, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the increase in the proposal is mainly attributed or 
is also dependent on the absorptive capacity of the 
respective offices. With the Cash-Based Budgeting 
System that we are about to implement in 2019, 
the basis for the identification of the amount or the 
ceiling for each agency is the historical performance 
of every agency, and in the case of the Office of the 
President, since the Office of the President for the 
past years have had increasing absorptive capacity, 
then the ceiling given to the Office of the President 
is also high, Mr. Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). May I know the absorptive 
capacity of the Office of the President from 2017 to 
2018, Mr. Speaker.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, for 2017, the 
Office of the President had a 98-percent absorptive 
capacity. For 2018, of course, it is still ongoing, and 
we are still on our ninth month of the fiscal year, so 
the Office could not give a specific percentage based 
on their performance for the current year, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Okay. So, muli, Mr. Speaker, 
so sa obserbasyon po natin sa budget ng Office of the 
President, lumaki ang alokasyon sa Personnel Services 
dahil po doon sa fourth tranche ng ating Executive Order 
No. 201. Iyong MOOE din po at ang Capital Outlays ay 
lumaki, habang maintained lang naman po iyong mga 
authorized at filled personnel mula 2018 and 2019. 

Another set of questions, Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, on the Intelligence Funds. So, the Intelligence 
Funds, the Miscellaneous and Confidential Funds 
ay limang beses na tumaas than the combined fund 
the Office of the President received in 2016, the last 
budget enacted during the administration of the Aquino 
government. So, ayon po sa budget ng Department, 
ito pong mga funds ay mainly will be used for the war 
against drugs, criminality, corruption, and, therefore, 
natural lamang daw na magtaas ito. 

So, iyong unang question po, Mr. Speaker, puwede 
po bang i-differentiate ng ating kagalang-galang 
na Sponsor ang ibig sabihin ng Intelligence Funds, 
Miscellaneous and Confidential Funds, as regards how it 
was used by the Office of the President, Mr. Speaker.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Confidential and Intelligence Funds include the 
cost of services which are confidential in nature, 

rendered by persons who are temporarily employed 
by authorized administrative and executive officers 
to carry on successfully administrative activities, and 
compensation of informers employed to detect the 
whereabouts of criminal or the existence of prohibited 
games, which compensation shall not exceed 10 
percent of the fines imposed upon the convicts and 
other expressly authorized confidential expenses for 
which appropriations have been approved specifically 
for the purpose. 

The Confidential and Intelligence funds shall be 
used for national security, peace and order, internal 
security of counter-insurgency efforts including 
information-gathering, reward of informers, and 
surveillance involving covert or classified operations 
and other intelligence and confidential operations. 
Again, being confidential in nature, these funds are 
different than that item under the MOOE, which falls 
under national security concerns.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Nagtataka lang po ako, Mr. 
Speaker, sa napakalaki ng Intelligence Funds ng Office 
ng President dahil po may findings ang COA about the 
definition ng Intelligence Funds at kung saan-saan lang 
siya dapat na ilagay. So, nakapagtataka, Mr. Speaker, 
na napakalaki, five times nga ito kung ikukumpara 
natin ito doon sa mga nakaraang administration o 
iyong immediate na administration. Sinabi kanina rito, 
iyong mga paggagamitan nito, iyong war against drugs, 
criminality and corruption. 

Tatlong taon na po, Mr. Speaker, ang atin pong 
kasalukuyang gobyerno. Lumalaki ang Intelligence 
Funds, lumalaki din po iyong budget. So, puwede bang 
malaman, Mr. Speaker, ano na ba iyong status ng mga 
sumusunod na mga priority project noong ating Pangulo 
as regards the status in preventing drugs, criminality 
and corruption? Mayroon po ba, Mr. Speaker, tayong 
katibayan or empirical study noong mga proyektong 
ito on drugs, criminality and corruption na nasa ilalim 
ng Office of the President? Ano ba ito? Bumababa ba 
ang drugs, ang problema natin sa droga? Bumababa ba 
iyong problema natin sa criminality o tumataas? How 
about corruption, tumataas ba o bumababa? Mayroon 
ba tayong pag-aaral doon sa Office of the President, 
Mr. Speaker?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, as 
we are all aware, the President’s priority is on the fight 
against illegal drugs and corruption. And for the past 
years that the President has been sitting as the President, 
he has been very serious about these concerns. This 
actually justifies the funds under this item on the 
Confidential and Intelligence Funds under his office. 
And, also, the President being the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, knowing his 
wisdom and impartiality, can always allocate a portion 
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of his Intelligence Funds to agencies under his office 
as the need arises. 

It is also evident, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, that the 
President has been successful in dealing with this for the 
past years; still, more interventions are needed. There is 
still a need to strengthen and to intensify his campaign; 
therefore, this justifies the increase in the proposal for 
the confidential—in fact, it is not an increase—for 2019, 
the proposal is just the same for the current budget for 
the Confidential and Intelligence Funds.

As to the question with regard to the details, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor, of course, the said account is 
under Confidential and Intelligence Funds, which is 
solely under the Office of the President. Therefore, 
whatever expenses are incurred under the said funds are 
confidential in nature, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, parang hindi 
ako satisfied doon sa sagot ng ating kagalang-galang na 
Sponsor as regards doon sa sinasabi nating success. Ang 
itinatanong ko po, Mr. Speaker, paano po ba sinusukat 
iyong success noong mga sinabi nating mga pangunahing 
programa under the Office of the President? 

Ang tanong ko na lang po ay, tama po ba o well-
allocated po ba or well-used po ba ang fund na ito para 
sa war on drugs? Ibig sabihin, baka misplaced itong 
malaking budget na inilalaan natin dito, partikular 
doon sa war on drugs. Baka dapat sa iba ito mailaan, 
especially po iyong tungkol sa Intelligence Funds. Iyong 
mga success po na sinasabi natin, so ibig po sabihin, 
sa war on drugs, success po ba na marami po na mga 
napapatay, nahuhuli sa war on drugs? May success na 
po ba doon sa criminality? So, mayroon po ba tayong 
report kaugnay nito? So, iyon po ang itinatanong natin, 
Mr. Speaker, iyong reports as regards the success or 
not ng war on drugs, criminality and corruption. So, 
mayroon ba tayong report doon?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. President, Your Honor, let 
it be emphasized that the Confidential and Intelligence 
Funds is not solely for activities or campaigns 
against illegal drugs. Again, as I mentioned earlier, 
the President, as the Commander-in-Chief, also has 
oversight and he has supervision, not only on matters 
on illegal drugs, but as well as insurgency and national 
security concerns.

As to the questions, specifically on the report and 
performance on the activities on the campaign against 
illegal drugs, this is not solely under the Office of the 
President. Its implementation is not solely under the 
Office of the President. We have authorized agencies, 
offices that can give the data to her Honor, should she 
want further details with regard to its accomplishment. 
We have the PDEA, we have the DILG, we have the 
PNP who can best answer this question, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you, distinguished 
Sponsor.

Sa budget proposal po, Mr. Speaker, bagama’t 
bumaba ang Extraordinary and Miscellaneous Funds 
at kung titingnan ay malaki pa rin ito dahil, ideally, 
these Intelligence, Extraordinary and Miscellaneous 
Funds ay dapat inilalagay sa mga line agencies. So, 
how can you assure this Representation, Mr. Speaker, 
that this would not cause corruption, dahil alam natin, 
hindi ito nao-audit ng COA? So, paano maa-assure 
ng Representasyong ito, Mr. Speaker, na hindi ito 
mapupunta sa korapsyon?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, the 
items under Extraordinary and Miscellaneous Expenses 
are subject to regular auditing procedure, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, that also includes the 
items under Confidential Expenses and Intelligence 
Expenses. These are also subject to the usual auditing 
procedures, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you, distinguished 
Sponsor.

Hinggil po sa korapsyon, Mr. Speaker, iyon pong 
unliquidated cash advances and grants,  ayon po sa 
COA Report, Mr. Speaker, mayroong unliquidated 
advances granted to the officers and employees 
totaling to P6,426,000,912.83, and  an unutilized cash 
advance due for refund of P447,275,000.12 remained 
outstanding as of December 31, 2017, pending the 
review of the Finance Office of the liquidation reports 
and amounts disallowed by the same office which were 
not communicated to the concerned AOs contrary to 
Section 89 of the Presidential Decree No. 1445 and 
Section 5.1 of COA Circular No. 97-002, dated February 
10, 1997.

Mme. Sponsor, Mr. Speaker, malinaw na mayroong 
disallowed amounts  at ayon sa COA ay dapat mai-
refund ang disallowed amounts na ito. Nais malaman ng 
Representasyong ito, ano na po ang inabot ng pondong 
ito mula doon sa COA recommendations?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, may I ask her 
Honor what year covers the amounts she mentioned.

 REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Year 2017, outstanding as 
of December 31, 2017.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, is the Lady 
referring to the accumulated unliquidated report as 
reported by the COA? Starting from what year, Mr. 
Speaker?

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). For the year 2017, Your 
Honor.
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REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, I heard earlier 
that the Lady is referring to an accumulated unliquidated 
amount. May I know, Mr. Speaker, the breakdown of 
that accumulated amount? From what year has it been 
incurred until 2017?

Mr. Speaker, the reason I am making a clarification 
is that obviously for unliquidated amounts incurred 
under the years prior to 2017, these are unliquidated 
amounts incurred by the previous administration. 
And for 20—so, that big and huge amount being 
mentioned, Mr. Speaker, may be an accumulation of 
the unliquidated amounts incurred by the previous 
administration.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, so, ayon po 
sa COA report, although these were incurred in the 
previous years, pero hindi ba, Mr. Speaker, dapat 
mayroon ding responsibilidad ang Office of the 
President since tatlong taon na po ito mula noong naupo 
sa katungkulan na mayroon siyang responsibilidad para 
singilin. Halimbawa, ano ba ang ginagawa ng Office 
of the President kung hindi ito nali-liquidate? Ano 
ang ginagawa ng Office of the President para singilin 
ito? Kung halimbawa ito po ay na-incur in the past 
administration, wala po bang ginagawa dito ang ating 
Office of the President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the current officials under the Office of the President 
are also doing their best to check the matter and 
look into those accountable officers. However, 
considering that the personnel, the officials of the 
previous administration are no longer under the 
current Office of the President, the efforts now 
are still being implemented, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
our distinguished Sponsor that I be given an update 
on this, maybe later, on the efforts being made by the 
Office of the President as regards this.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Sponsor will furnish the Lady a copy of the details 
being requested.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, on the repair 
and maintenance expense, transportation equipment, 
mayroon din po ditong overstated by P51,525,833.54 
while the other supplies and materials inventory was 
understated by the same amount due to the outright 
recognition of the uninstalled or unused spare parts 
and materials for aircraft used by the President. And 
the uninstalled aircraft’s spare parts and materials were 
not included in the report on the physical count in the 
inventory as of December 31, 2017.

At this juncture, Deputy Speaker Abueg relinquished 
the Chair to Deputy Speaker Evelina G. Escudero.

So, Mr. Speaker, ito po ay P60 million noong 2016 
to P188 million in 2017. So, that means 94 percent ang 
allotted doon sa ating maintenance and major repairs of 
the presidential airlift wing aircraft. Pero may mga, yung 
those which remain unused, uninstalled aircraft costing 
P51.5 million. Can you present to us a breakdown of 
the P51.5 million, Mr. Speaker? 

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Office can provide the breakdown later. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). May we know why these 
parts were not utilized.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, according to the officials from the Office of the 
President, there were just some adjustments made. There 
were problems with the recording of the inventory but 
adjustments were already made. Just for the information 
of the Lady, that said finding has already been cleared 
with the Commission on Audit.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Iyong pangatlo pong 
katanungan, Mme. Speaker, as regards the COA audit 
is on government-owned and -controlled corporations, 
ay nag-hire ng mga contract of service employees. 
Ang Presidential Legislative Liaison o iyong PLLO 
ay nag-hire naman ng mga consultant. Maaari po ba, 
Mme. Speaker, na i-define kung ano ang ibig sabihin 
ng contract of service or consultants under the Office 
of the President at ano po ang function nito.

Ayon po sa COA report, there are 47 COS personnel 
in 2017 ang na-hire. So, ibig sabihin po, Mme. Speaker, 
200 percent more than the unfilled plantilla positions na 
nagresulta ng P15.62 million ang dagdag na expenses. 
So, dagdag pong katanungan, ano po ang dahilan bakit 
nag-hire ng mga contractual instead of plantilla position 
na bakante naman? Gayon din po sa PLLO consultants 
na same at doble naman ang existing personnel sa ating 
mga plantilla. 

So, iyong una pong katanungan, ano po iyong mga 
function nitong mga na-hire na mga consultant and 
contract of service? Bakit hindi ni-utilize iyong mga 
unfilled position sa Office of the President? 

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
as to the matter of hiring within the findings on the 
hiring of contractuals and consultants under the PLLO 
and the GOCCs, inasmuch as this Representation 
would like to shed light on the matter, I think it is best 
that the said question, Mme. Speaker, be asked during 
the deliberations on the budget of the Office of the 
PLLO and the GOCCs. Because this presentation is 
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mainly under the Office of the President proper. For 
more clarification, I think that will be best addressed 
during the time that we deliberate and we ask the 
representatives from the PLLO and GOCCs, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you, Mme. Sponsor. 
So, also in the COA report, it is noted that may 

misstated account receivables, unreliable inter-
agency receivable accounts. Mayroon din pong mga 
unliquidated fund transfer for a year to less than 10 
years, unrecorded other supplies and maintenance, 
unrecorded remittances to the BIR at marami pa pong 
ibang irregularities na nakita ang COA. So, may we 
ask, Mme. Speaker, the distinguished Sponsor to help 
shed light on these observations of the COA. And may 
this Representation be given the latest reports on what 
the Office of the President has done already about these 
COA observations, Mme. Speaker.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
this Representation will facilitate the request of the Lady 
with regard to the details of the findings of the COA 
under the Office of the President. However, some of 
these findings may be under the other offices—attached 
offices under the Office of the President. So, it will take 
time, Mme. Speaker, for us to facilitate the said request. 
However, we will assure her that we will try our best to 
give her all the details. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mme. Sponsor, Mme. 
Speaker, nais lang po ng Kinatawang ito na itanong 
ang lahat ng ito dahil po nakita natin sa Office of the 
President na dapat magsilbi rin itong role model sa lahat 
ng mga ahensiya natin as regards the accountability 
ng mga pondo na inilalaan ng mamamayan para 
sa iba’t ibang mga opisina. Hindi po biro ang mga 
misstated account, unliquidated, overstated account 
na binabanggit sa COA report. Hindi ba dapat ay 
nangunguna ang Office of the President at ehemplo 
sa pagiging transparent? At, noong SONA po, Mme. 
Speaker, nabanggit ito ng ating Presidente, ni President 
Duterte, na aalisin na ang korupsiyon, pero bakit may 
ganitong discrepancies na hindi natin maipaliwanag 
nang maayos? Paano magtitiwala at magiging panatag 
ang ating mga mamamayan sa ating gobyerno kung di 
sila tapat sa kanilang mga serbisyo at nakikita na ang 
taxes na ibinabayad nila ay di napupunta sa tama? 

So, that ends my interpellation, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you, distinguished Sponsor. 

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ALONTE. Mme. Speaker, may I move that 
we recognize the Gentleman from the First District of 
Albay, the Hon. Edcel C. Lagman.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Gentleman from the District of Albay, Congressman 
Lagman, is now acknowledged. 

REP. LAGMAN. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
I have only one question and if this is answered 

candidly, then there will be no subsequent questions. 
Will the distinguished Sponsor yield?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. LAGMAN. We all know that the Office 
of the President has the lion’s share of Intelligence 
and Confidential Funds to the tune of P2.5 billion 
annually since 2017. But, I am not concerned about 
the magnitude of this amount or even how these 
funds are utilized because there is a good reason 
why there is this amount of P2 billion; the Office of 
the President, because he heads the State. He is the 
sovereign leader of this country. My only question 
is, distinguished Sponsor, whether the Office of the 
President has used or has authorized the utilization 
of Intelligence and Confidential Funds to have 
surveillance and information gathering in activities 
of foreign countries, agencies and instrumentalities 
in the West Philippine Sea.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
considering that it is part of the national security activity, 
then the assumption is that all matters related to national 
security, component of that is being authorized in the 
disbursement of the Confidential and Intelligence 
Funds. 

REP. LAGMAN. And, with that answer, the 
distinguished Sponsor would be saying that such 
Intelligence and Confidential Funds have been authorized 
to be utilized in the West Philippine Sea. Is that correct?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). The assumption, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor, is that, yes, any matters on 
national security and that includes activities related to 
national security are authorized, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. May we know how much of this 
P2.5 billion annually has been used for surveillance and 
information-gathering in the West Philippine Sea.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
that being confidential in nature, this Representation 
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could not give the details as to the details in the 
disbursement authorized under Intelligence and 
Confidential Funds.

REP. LAGMAN. Well, we should not cover 
situations with confidentiality when Congress itself 
which authorizes these Confidential and Intelligence 
Funds would be asking for information which is not 
in detail. We are not asking what has been done. All 
that we are saying is to validate the statement of the 
distinguished Sponsor that it has been used. So, what 
we are asking is, how much has been used?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
again, the nature of the funds being confidential cannot 
be answered here in the plenary. However, should there 
be executive sessions where the Members of Congress 
would like to ask about the details of the said amount, 
that could probably be explained.

REP. LAGMAN. I can understand the hesitance 
of the distinguished Sponsor in giving the percentage 
of the amount, and the next question should have 
been on what has been the result of the utilization. 
But if the Office of the President would make some 
disclosure in an executive meeting, then we would be 
asking the House leadership to make such, to convene 
such executive meeting so that we could be furnished 
with the necessary information considering that it is 
Congress itself which authorizes the funding of these 
confidential and intelligence activities. Would the 
distinguished Sponsor join this Representation in asking 
the leadership that an executive session be conducted, 
not now but soon enough, so that we could get the 
necessary information?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, should the Majority or the leadership of this 
Congress require for an executive session to ask the 
details on the matter, then the Office of the President 
will just abide with whatever request that will be 
given by this …

REP. LAGMAN. No, my question is: Would the 
distinguished Sponsor join this Representation in 
asking the leadership that such executive session be 
convened?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, I will, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Thank you. That would be the 
end of my interpellation, Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ALONTE. Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize our Minority Leader, Hon. Danilo Suarez of 
the Third District of Quezon.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Danilo Suarez is now recognized. 

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. Will the 
distinguished Lady, the Hon. Maria Carmen S. Zamora, 
yield to a very short manifestation?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Am I correct to say that all 
appointees in the Executive Department are vetted by 
the Office of the President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Pardon, Mme. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. I will repeat my question. Am 
I correct to say that all appointees in the Executive 
Department are vetted by the Office of the President?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
only for Presidential appointees, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Only for Presidential appointee.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct.

REP. SUAREZ. How about the other agencies that 
are under the Office of—who makes the decision as to 
who should be the head of a certain agency?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
for other employees under other agencies, they are 
appointed by their respective Secretaries subject to 
the rules recruitment and promotion policies, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. For revenue-generating agencies, 
distinguished Sponsor, Mme. Speaker, do you ask for 
requirements other than the minimum educational 
qualification?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Department of Finance has their own policy and 
rules with regard to promotion and recruitment.

REP. SUAREZ. I am not the DOF but what I am 
saying is for those who will be appointed by the power 
of the Office of the President. I would like to find out the 
minimum requirements. Of course, automatically, they 
must know how to read and write, but for generating 
agencies, what do you require?
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REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
those appointees being asked are subject to Civil 
Service rules and the agency’s policy on recruitment 
and promotion. That includes those appointed under 
the Office of the President.

REP. SUAREZ. But an appointee by the Office 
of the President is not subject to the Civil Service 
Commission. Am I correct, Your Honor?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). I stand corrected, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor. For Presidential appointees, they 
are not subject to civil service rules. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. They are not subject.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes.

R E P.  S U A R E Z .  O k a y.  M m e .  S p e a k e r, 
distinguished Sponsor. Do you agree with me that 
in sensitive agencies dealing with government 
revenues, possible appointees should also be vetted 
as to their character?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
as to the minimum requirements, the qualification on 
character is not included. However, the requirements 
on clearances will be part of the evaluation of the 
character of the applicant, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Ang rationale po ng questioning 
ng Minority, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, is this. 
We go back to what I have said that during the 2016 
elections, all Cabinet and Presidential candidates are 
prepared with a shadow cabinet, hindi ho ba? Lahat ho 
iyan, kapag nanalo iyong si ganoon, ito ang magiging 
Secretary, at ito ang magiging head, ganoon. Ito pong 
ating Pangulo is, as I have said, a reluctant candidate. 
So, noong manalo po ang Pangulo, ika nga, iyong 
thorough screening ng mga mamumuno sa mga iba’t 
ibang ahensiya, iyong iba ho ay personal decision, 
mga taga-Davao, mga taga-San Beda, mga fraternity 
brothers, at iyong iba po ay kasamahan sa partido. But 
remember that the President is a latecomer in terms 
of political affiliation. So, iyon lang ho ang gusto 
kong malaman. Mayroon po ba tayong screening na 
sinasabi bago natin ilagay ito? Siguro po, at least, Police 
Clearance ay hinihingi naman nila siguro. Hindi ho ba 
ganoon?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Anyway, I will go to further 
details …

REP. ZAMORA (M.). There is a screening 
process.

REP. SUAREZ. … when we go to that particular 
Office. That will be next week.

And my last question is, is it not prudent that 
the government should only appoint characters with 
proven good moral character to safeguard the coffers 
of the national government? Will you agree with me 
on that?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). I agree on that, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Will the head of the Office of the 
President agree on that?

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor. They agree on that.

REP. SUAREZ. I did not see Executive Secretary 
Medialdea.

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Executive Secretary has nodded his head, agreeing 
on the statement of the Minority Leader.

REP. SUAREZ. My last concern is what has been 
taken up by my gentle colleague in connection with the 
President’s budget, wherein I am also somewhat bothered 
by this huge amount of P2.5 billion Confidential and 
Intelligence Funds that was taken up and answered by 
the distinguished Sponsor.

So, along that line, do we have a comfort level na 
nagastos na rin lamang for intelligence operation and 
other special operations, is the Office of the President 
comfortable with the thrust of our President in the 
eradication of illegal drugs? 

REP. ZAMORA (M.). Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
according to the Executive Secretary, in fact, kulang pa 
nga po iyong ating allocation for the Confidential and 
Intelligence Funds.

REP. SUAREZ. Well, I will not debate on that, 
talagang kulang na kulang po.

Considering that the industry is in trillions of pesos 
and you are setting aside several billions only just to 
fight this menace in our society, then, talaga hong kulang 
na kulang. I do agree with the distinguished Sponsor.

Mme. Speaker, on behalf of the Minority, we do not 
have any more questions to ask on the proposed budget 
of the Office of the President.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.
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REP. ALONTE. Mme. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Majority, I join the Minority Leader in his motion to 
terminate the period of interpellation and debate on the 
proposed budget of the Office of the President.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved.

REP. ALONTE. Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. ALONTE. Mme. Speaker, I move for a few 
minutes suspension of the session.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is suspended.

It was 2:29 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 2:32 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

PHILIPPINE POSTAL CORPORATION

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
proceed to the deliberations on the proposed budget of 
the Philippine Postal Corporation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Before we proceed, Mme. 
Speaker, may we acknowledge the presence of 
the officials of the Philippine Postal Corporation, 
headed by Postmaster General and CEO, Mr. Joel 
Otarra.

Mme. Speaker, I move that we recognize the 
Gentleman from the Lone District of Malabon, Hon. 
Federico “Ricky” S. Sandoval II to sponsor and to 
answer questions, if any, on the budget of the Philippine 
Postal Corporation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Federico Sandoval is now recognized to sponsor the 
budget of Philippine Postal Authority.

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you, Majority Leader. This Representation is 
happy to sponsor the budget of the Philippine Postal 
Corporation, and I am ready to answer any questions 
from our colleagues.

Magandang hapon po.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Rep. Danilo E. Suarez, our Minority Leader, 
for his interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). 
Representative Suarez is now recognized.

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker.
Distinguished Sponsor, this amount of franking 

privilege is P541 million. Is that correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. The revenue of the Philippine 
Postal Office is still in the stamps.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, and others, in the delivery 
of services.

REP. SUAREZ. May sumusulat pa ba ngayon, 
distinguished Sponsor? Hindi ba lahat text na lang tayo 
nang text?

REP. SANDOVAL. Mayroon pa po. The Philippine 
Postal Corporation plays an important role in sending 
official letters especially coming from the Judiciary, 
franking privileges from the Executive, and also for 
Congressmen who want to relay messages to their 
constituents, Your Honor. And that is why if you will 
notice the budget, Mme. Speaker, a majority of it or 82 
percent of that volume goes to the Judiciary because 
they sent a lot of subpoenas and official letters.

REP. SUAREZ. So, ang kompetisyon po ng 
Philippine Postal Office, if I may express, iyon hong 
mga JRS, iyong mga delivery services na nagdadala sa 
atin ng mga sulat na walang selyo.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. Iyon ho ang competition ninyo.

REP. SANDOVAL. Opo.

REP. SUAREZ. What is the percentage in market 
share between the private sector and the Philippine 
Postal Office?
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REP. SANDOVAL. The Philippine Postal Service 
has about 15 percent share of the market.

REP. SUAREZ. Of the market.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Mayroon pa po ba tayong mga 
kartero up to now, distinguished Sponsor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, mayroon pa po.

REP. SUAREZ. Iyong nagpupunta sa—at very 
important po iyan sa ilang mga lugar—hindi ho ba, 
iyong nagdadala ng sulat? 

REP. SANDOVAL. Mayroon pa po tayong mga 
kartero.

REP. SUAREZ. So, ilan ho ang kartero natin sa 
buong Pilipinas ngayon?

REP. SANDOVAL. We have 3,700 nationwide.

REP. SUAREZ. Three thousand.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. So, we can effectively say that lahat 
ng bayan ay may kartero?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes Sir, yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. And, are they government 
employees?

REP. SANDOVAL. They are government 
employees.

REP. SUAREZ. They are given the benefits of 
a government employee? Is the Philippine Postal 
classified as a GOCC?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. What do you suggest in your—you 
do not believe that the budget is enough, kasi binawasan 
ka pa. Hindi ho ba, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, but they actually had 
an income of less than P100 million last year, of 
which 50 percent was given back to the national 
government. However, of course, this Representation 
believes that the Philippine Postal Service can do 
more in serving the nation not only in delivering 
letters, but also in new technology. I hope that, if 

ever talks with the DICT push through, there will 
be 1,300 post offices which can also be centers for 
giving free Wi-Fi to our constituents.

REP. SUAREZ. Your Honor, the Senate and the 
House spent only P871,000. Is this correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct.

REP. SUAREZ. In effect, if you are saying that 
if I have an intention of sending a letter to all of my 
Barangay Captains, I can make use of my franking 
privilege.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor, and very 
few of us, legislators, know of this privilege that we 
have, and I encourage fellow legislators, our Members 
here to use that, so that they can actually inform their 
constituents of…

REP. SUAREZ. What will be the safeguard of your 
office in finding out whether this letter was really sent 
by an elective official?

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, it will be picked up here 
in Congress, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Ah, pini-pick-up dito?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Sir. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. So, that is the safeguard?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is the safeguard.

REP. SUAREZ. Kung hindi manggagaling sa Office 
ng Congressman, hindi made-deliver.

REP. SANDOVAL. Hindi po made-deliver.

REP. SUAREZ. Wala na iyong mga love letters 
natin noong araw ano?

REP. SANDOVAL. Wala na po.

REP. SUAREZ. Remember during our days?

REP. SANDOVAL. Opo. Actually, pati iyong mga 
singing telegrams, nawala na rin.

REP. SUAREZ. Mme. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Minority we do not have any more questions. We 
move to terminate the period of interpellation and 
debate on the proposed budget of the Philippine 
Postal Corporation. 

I so move, Mme. Speaker.
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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.) Mme. Speaker, on behalf 
of the Majority, I join the Minority in their motion 
to terminate the period of interpellation and debate 
on the proposed budget of the Philippine Postal 
Corporation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you, Minority Leader.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. GARCIA (J.). I move to suspend the session, 
Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is suspended. 

It was 2:39 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 2:45 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move 
tha t  we proceed  wi th  the  de l ibera t ions  on 
the proposed budget of the Dangerous Drugs 
Board.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved. 

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, before we 
proceed, may we acknowledge the presence of the 
officials of the Dangerous Drugs Board, headed by Sec. 
Catalino S. Cuy.

Mme. Speaker, I move that we recognize the 
Gentleman from the First District of Bulacan, Rep. 
“Kuya” Jose Antonio R. Sy-Alvarado, to sponsor and 
answer questions, if any, on the budget of the Dangerous 
Drugs Board.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Hon. 
Jonathan Sy-Alvarado is recognized to sponsor the 
budget of the Dangerous Drugs Board. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you, Majority Leader.

Your Honor, Mme. Speaker, we are now ready to 
defend the budget of the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
or the Dangerous Drugs Board for 2019, Mme. 
Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize our Minority Leader, Hon. Danilo E. Suarez, 
for his interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Danilo Suarez is now recognized.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Congw. France L. Castro of ACT TEACHERS 
Party-List for her interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Hon. 
France Castro of ACT TEACHERS Party-List is now 
recognized.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Marami pong salamat, Mme. 
Speaker.

Ilang mga katanungan lang po sa ating kagalang-
galang na Sponsor as regards doon sa mga ilang 
programa po ng Dangerous Drugs Board.

Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, mayroon 
po ditong Joint Memorandum Circular ang DILG at 
ang Dangerous Drugs Board noong May 21, 2018. Ito 
po iyong tungkol sa implementing guidelines on the 
functionality and effectiveness of the Local Anti-Drug 
Abuse Council. So, mga ilang katanungan lang po doon 
sa mga programa na under po nitong Joint Memorandum 
Circular na ito, Mme. Speaker.

So iyong una po ay ano po iyong mga programang 
ito na nakalagay po dito sa Joint Memorandum Circular, 
Mme. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ito po iyong 
Barangay Drug Clearing Operations and Community-
Based Rehabilitation Program ng ating gobyerno, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So ang Memorandum na ito 
po, Mme. Speaker, ay noong May 21, 2018. So, ang 
effectivity po nito ay immediate. Tama po ba, Mme. 
Speaker, distinguished Sponsor?
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sakop na 
po iyon at readily implementable na po, Mme. Speaker, 
noong panahong iyon. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Sa Dangerous Drugs Board 
Regulation No. 3, series of 2009, nandito po iyong drug 
random testing as mandated by the law for the students 
of secondary, tertiary, and tech-voc schools. So, in 
short, iyong PDEA po ay nagpu-push ng mandatory 
tapos sa elementary, na labag sa batas. Ano po ang 
stand ng Dangerous Drugs Board dito sa ipinu-push 
po ng PDEA about mandatory drug testing po sa ating 
mga estudyante?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mananatili po ang 
Dangerous Drugs Board sa probisyon ng batas na 
random drug testing pa rin at hindi po matutuloy iyong 
pangkalahatang mandatory drug testing para sa ating 
mga mag-aaral, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Salamat, distinguished 
Sponsor, Mme. Speaker. The specific standards 
and guidelines follow strictly the regulations of the 
Dangerous Drugs Board Regulation No. 6, series 
of 2003, as amended by Dangerous Drugs Board 
Regulation No. 3, series of 2009, on the conduct of 
drug testing for our students, and DDB Regulation 
No. 2, series of 2004, and likewise, there is a Civil 
Service Commission Resolution No. 1700653, issued 
on March 15, 2007, that provides guidelines on the 
mandatory drug test for the public employees. Ito 
po bang mga regulations na ito ay ipinapatupad pa 
rin? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Patuloy po i tong 
ipinapatupad, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, puwede po bang 
malaman, Mme. Speaker, iyong mga mechanics, 
paano po ito naipatutupad sa ating mga eskwelahan? 
So, mayroon po bang guidelines dito ang Dangerous 
Drugs Board?

REP.  SY-ALVARADO.  Mme.  Speake r, 
clarification lang po, Mme. Speaker. Iyon pong sinabi 
kong ito po ay patuloy na ipinapatupad para sa mga 
kawani po ng gobyerno, hindi po sa mga mag-aaral. 
Kanina po ay nauna ko na pong ipinahayag na hindi 
po sinusuportahan ng Dangerous Drugs Board iyong 
mandatory drug testing para sa lahat ng mga mag-
aaral, bagkus, random drug testing lang po, Mme. 
Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Okay. Maraming salamat 
po, kagalang-galang na Sponsor sa paglilinaw, Mme. 
Speaker. Sa loob po ng apat na buwan, balik po 

tayo doon sa Joint Memorandum, sa loob ng apat 
na buwan, mula po noong May 21, 2018, iyong 
Anti-Drug Abuse Council, ayon sa DILG-DDB 
Joint Circular No. 1, na ipinatutupad po ika ninyo 
mula—immediately—so puwede po bang makakuha 
o ano—unang-una po ay puwede po ba makakuha ang 
Representasyong ito ng status report kaugnay noong 
pagpapatupad noong Joint Circular na ito mula noong 
sa apat na buwan o mayroon po bang available na 
report kaugnay nito? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, iyong 
report pong ito ay kukuhanin ng Dangerous Drugs 
Board sa DILG, ngunit best effort po na makararating 
sa tanggapan po ng ating minamahal na Party-List 
Representative mula sa ACT TEACHERS Party-List 
ang kaniyang hinihinging datos, Mme. Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, ang report po, 
manggagaling sa DILG, hindi po sa DDB?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Manggagaling po, Mme. 
Speaker, ang report sa DILG. Ito po ay ire-request 
ng DDB upang makarating po sa tanggapan ng ating 
minamahal na Party-List Rep. France Castro, Mme. 
Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, kaugnay po nitong 
programang ito o iyong ating Joint Memorandum 
na ito, Mme. Speaker, gusto pong malaman ng 
Representasyong ito kung ilan at ano na po ba 
ang nangyari sa mga tinutukoy nating mga “drug 
surrenderees”? Mayroon po ba tayong statistics 
kaugnay nito? At ano na po ba—alam naman natin, 
hindi ba, ang drug addiction, halimbawa po, huwag 
lamang po itong mahaluan ng kriminalidad, alam natin 
na ito po ay medical case. So, ano na po ba iyong 
naging programa ng Dangerous Drugs Board kaugnay 
doon sa drug surrenderees? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, the 
Dangerous Drugs Board focused on the Community-
Based Rehabilitation Program, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mayroon tayong datos, 
Mme. Speaker, kaugnay noong mga drug surrederees 
natin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mayroon po, Mme. 
Speaker, at sa atin pong datos, sa pangkalahatan po sa 
buong Pilipinas ay mayroon tayong 1,634 na munisipyo 
at siyudad. Mayroon po tayong 1,061 na Community-
Based Rehabilitation Program kung saan mayroon po 
tayong 199,291 na bilang ng mga participants na sa 
ngayon po ay binibigyan ng pansin ng ating gobyerno, 
Mme. Speaker.
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REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, mayroon na po tayong 
100 thousand.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Isangdaan at siyamnapu 
at siyam, …

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Hundred ninety-nine 
thousand.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Halos 200,000 po, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Halos 200,000 na mga drug 
surrenderees. Ito po ba iyong mga rehabilitation na 
ina-undergo sa ating mga barangay level, na kung saan 
may mga activities, et cetera, mayroon po. So, ano na 
po ang …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
ito po iyong tinutukoy ng ating minamahal na France 
Castro.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Yes, sa tinukoy po ninyong 
mga pamayanan o komunidad na more than 1,000 na 
mga related na mga barangay, so mayroon po bang datos 
ang ating DDB kaugnay noong success nitong more or 
less 200,000 na mga drug surrenderees? Mayroon na 
po bang report tungkol dito? Ano na po ang nangyari 
sa kanila? Na-rehab na po ba sila? Mayroon na po ba 
silang mga trabaho or naging kapaki-pakinabang na ba 
silang miyembro muli ng ating pamayanan? Mayroon 
po bang mga ganitong reports ang ating Dangerous 
Drugs Board?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, iyon pong 
ibinigay ko kanina na halos 200,000 ay sa panahon pong 
ito ay nakatapos na ng rehabilitasyon. Ganunpaman, 
kahit po natapos na nila ang kanilang rehabilitasyon at 
nakabalik na sila sa kanilang mga sariling komunidad ay 
patuloy pa rin po silang binibigyan ng pansin ng ating 
gobyerno upang mapanatili iyong kanilang kalinisan 
at paglayo sa masama at ipinagbabawal pong droga o 
bawal na gamot, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mme. Speaker, parang 
hindi ako satisfied sa sagot. Ang itinatanong ko po, 
kung mayroon tayong data, kasi masyadong malaki ito, 
200,000. So, kung tinitingnan natin na nagkakaroon ng 
success doon sa ginagawa nating war on drugs o iyong 
ginagawa nating paglilinis or clearing activities na 
conducted dito sa mga barangay level, so puwede po ba, 
Mme. Speaker, na makahingi ang Representasyong ito 
ng, halimbawa, listahan or datos na kung saan, specific 
na makikita natin na talagang umuunlad po itong 200,000 
na mga drug surrenderees natin? Mayroon po ba tayong 
ganoong mga, halimbawa, specific na barangay?

Kasi sinasabi dito, may mga ina-announce ang 
DILG na may mga drug-cleared barangay, hindi po ba, 
Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor? Kapag sinabi 
na po ba nating drug-cleared barangay, halimbawa po 
sa isang barangay, mayroon tayong mga drug-related 
cases na ipinaloob dito sa programang ito, halimbawa po 
ay 100 sa isang barangay, so mayroon pong status ang 
bawat 100 na ito, ano po iyong nangyari? Mayroon po 
ba tayong ganoong klaseng masinsin na pagsubaybay 
dito sa pag-unlad nitong mga drug surrenderees na 
ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang ating 
Dangerous Drugs Board ay mayroong sinusunod na 
proseso para po malaman kung talagang klaro na ang 
mga tao o mga personalidad ay masasabi nating dating 
na-involve sa masamang gamot. Iyan po ang halos 
200,000 na ating kababayan na ngayon ay nakabalik na 
sa kanilang mga sariling komunidad, at patuloy pa rin 
na mina-manage ng ating Dangerous Drugs Board.

Sa pagtatapos po ng taong ito, pagkatapos ng 
data analysis, doon pa lamang natin maibibigay 
iyong kaukulang datos kung ilan talaga sa kanila ang 
siguradong hindi na gumagamit at siguradong kahit 
kailan ay hindi na babalik sa paggamit ng ipinagbabawal 
na gamot, at sa bisyong droga na kinaiinisan at 
pumapatay sa sambayanang Pilipino, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Maraming salamat po, Mme. 
Speaker, distinguished Sponsor.

Maaari po ba ninyong maipaliwanag sa akin kung 
ano ba ang ibig sabihin ng ina-announce na drug-cleared 
barangay? Sa sinabi ninyong 1,061 communities ang 
nag-participate sa programa natin on the barangay level, 
kapag sinabi po ba nating drug-cleared barangay, wala 
na ditong mga drug-related na mga problema?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker. 
Kapag sinabing drug-cleared barangay, wala nang 
nagbebenta ng droga sa barangay na ito at wala nang user 
ng droga. Wala na pong gumagamit ng ipinagbabawal 
na gamot sa barangay na ito, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mayroon po ba tayo, Mme. 
Speaker, na data ng ilang mga barangay mula sa tinukoy 
na 1,000 na mga barangay na sinasabi? Mayroon ba 
tayong data nito? Anu-anong mga barangay ito? Sa 
1,061 na barangays, ilang porsiyento na po iyong 
tinatawag nating drug-cleared barangay?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa loob po 
ng 42,000 mahigit na barangay, sa talaan ng Dangerous 
Drugs Board, 8,215 barangay na ang na-clear natin 
sa ipinagbabawal na gamot. Bagkus, marami pa rin 
po sa mga barangay, at mapapansin naman ninyo na 
mahigit 30,000 barangay pa o 34,000 barangay pa iyong 
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mayroon tayong problema sa ilegal na droga. Inaasahan 
natin, gamit po iyong Community-Based Rehabilitation 
Program, malilinis rin natin ang mga barangay na iyan 
bago mag-2022, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Salamat po, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor.

Ang Dangerous Drugs Board din po ba ay isa sa 
responsable sa pagbibigay ng mga drug watch or mga 
watch list sa ating mga kapulisan or nakakarating ito sa 
ating Pangulo na kung saan mayroong mga binanggit 
na ilang libong government officials ang involved sa 
drugs? Isa po ba ito sa katungkulan ng ating Dangerous 
Drugs Board?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, hindi po ito 
kasama sa katungkulan ng Dangerous Drugs Board.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, hindi po ang Dangerous 
Drugs Board on the barangay level ang nagpo-provide 
ng mga listahan natin ng mga watch list?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po ang sinabi ng 
ating ginagalang na Party-List Representative na 
hindi ang Dangerous Drugs Board ang kasama sa 
nagrerekomenda ng listahan sa mga naisasamang mga 
personalidad na nagbebenta o gumagamit ng bawal na 
gamot, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mayroon po bang alam ang 
Dangerous Drugs Board kung anong ahensiya ng ating 
gobyerno itong nagbibigay ng watch list or mga listahan 
simula sa barangay level ng mga mamamayan natin na 
involved sa drugs?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang mga 
nagbibigay po ng listahan sa mga gumagamit at 
nagbebenta ng ipinagbabawal na gamot ay ang PDEA, 
PNP, ISAFP at NICA.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
Mr. Sponsor.

Habang hindi pa rin magawang hulihin at 
panagutin ng gobyerno itong malalaking drug lords, 
ang epekto ng issued Memo Circular ay mass arrest 
sa iba’t ibang mga pamayanan. Tila nagiging pamalit 
ito sa Tokhang.

Maraming mga natanggap na report noong July na 
nagkaroon daw po ng conference na dinaluhan ng local 
government leaders from all cities, partikular sa NCR, 
at tila nag-iimbentaryo ang Dangerous Drugs Board sa 
barangay level ng mga tao na sa kanilang pagtingin ay 
mga involved sa drugs. Hindi po ba ito pagbibigay ng 
chilling effect o humahawak sa leeg ng local government 
agencies ang mga ganitong pamamaraan gamit ang Joint 
Memorandum Circular No. 2018-1?

REP.  SY-ALVARADO.  Mme.  Speake r, 
ikinalulungkot ko pong sabihin na hindi kasama ang 
Dangerous Drugs Board sa mga grupo na nababanggit 
ng ating minamahal na Party-List Representative, at 
sana ma-enlighten din ang Dangerous Drugs Board 
tungkol po doon sa pangyayaring iyon.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor.

Napansin ko po sa budget ng Dangerous Drugs 
Board na tumaas ng 11 percent pero sa PDEA ay negative 
26 percent. Ano ang nag-constitute sa pagtaas ng budget 
ng Dangerous Drugs Board, Mme. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, the increase 
in the budget in the DDB for the year 2019, aside 
from the funding of the fourth tranche of the Salary 
Standardization Law for the Personnel Services and 
the inflationary increase of the Maintenance and Other 
Operating Expenses are the tier-2 proposals in the 
amount of P11,213,000, the provision for the repair 
of the Dangerous Drugs Board Office in the amount 
of P3,273,000, the terminal leave of the compulsory 
retirees amounting to P943,000, the ICT projects 
included in the submitted Information Systems Strategic 
Plan or ISSP for the years 2018 to 2022 amounting to 
P6,965,000, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Salamat po, Mme. Speaker.
Magkano po pala iyong inilaang pondo ng 

Dangerous Drugs Board sa sinasabi nating programa 
na nakapaloob dito sa Memorandum na ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang 
Dangerous Drugs Board po ay policy-making body. 
Hindi ito kasama sa nag-i-implement o nagpapatupad 
ng ating mga programa.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mayroon po bang roles 
or wala ang Department of Education dito sa mga 
programa o policy na ipinatutupad o ginagawa ng 
Dangerous Drugs Board? Puwede po bang malaman 
ang role ng DepEd dito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang DepEd 
po ang sumasaklaw sa National Drug Education 
Program para sa ating mga kababayan. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So mayroon sa curriculum 
ng Department of Education ayon po doon sa 
recommendation ng Dangerous Drugs Board? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Sa anong grades tinatalakay 
iyong mga recommendation ng DDB? 
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, mula po sa 
K to 12 hanggang sa kolehiyo, kasama ang ating mga 
guro sa paggabay sa lahat ng ating mga mag-aaral, 
Mme. Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Involved po lahat ng mga 
guro? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Involved po mula po sa 
K to 12.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). O mayroong specific na 
subject area kasi sinasabi po ninyong curriculum? 
Puwede po bang malaman kung mayroong specific na 
subject area?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa 
elementarya sa loob ng K to 12 program, mayroon pong 
GMRC at sa junior high school naman, ang MAPE, at sa 
senior high school hanggang sa kolehiyo ay mayroong 
Values Education, Mme. Speaker. Dito po nakapasok 
iyong ating pagtuturo sa mga kabataan ng wastong 
paglayo sa ipinagbabawal na gamot, Mme. Speaker. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Maraming salamat po sa 
matiyagang pagsagot ng ating distinguished Sponsor, 
Mme. Speaker, sa aking mga tanong. Dito ko na po 
tinatapos, Mme. Speaker, iyong aking interpellation sa 
Dangerous Drugs Board. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, may we 
recognize the Hon. Anthony M. Bravo, PhD from 
COOP-NATCCO Party-List for his interpellation. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Anthony Bravo is recognized. 

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
There being no other member of the Minority who 

wishes to ask questions, I move that we terminate the 
period of interpellation and debate on the budget of the 
Dangerous Drugs Board. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). On behalf of the Majority, I 
join the Minority Leader in his motion to terminate 
the period of interpellation and debate on the proposed 
budget of the Dangerous Drugs Board. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 

the period of interpellation and debate on the budget of 
Dangerous Drugs Board is hereby terminated. 

 The Majority Leader is recognized. 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. GARCIA (J.). I move that we suspend the 
session, Mme. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is suspended. 

It was 3:12 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 3:14, the session was resumed. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

PHILIPPINE DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we proceed with the deliberations on the proposed 
budget of the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency. 

  
THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 

there any objection? (Silence). The Chair hears none, 
the motion is approved. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you Majority Leader. 

Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, we are now ready to 
defend the budget of Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency for the year 2019. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

 REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, before we 
proceed, may we acknowledge the presence of the 
officials of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, 
headed by Dir. Gen. Aaron Aquino.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). To our 
guests from the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, 
welcome to the House of Representatives. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize the Gentleman from the First District 
of Bulacan, the Hon. “Kuya” Jose Antonio R. Sy-
Alvarado, to sponsor and to answer questions, if any, 
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on the budget of the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency.

I so move, Mme. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). 
Representative Jonathan Sy-Alvarado is now 
recognized to sponsor the budget of the Philippine 
Drug Enforcement Agency. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize the Hon. Jose L. Atienza Jr. from BUHAY 
Party-List for his interpellation. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Lito Atienza is now recognized. 

REP. ATIENZA. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Salamat po, Majority Leader, and the Gentleman from 
Bulacan for accommodating more questions about the 
problem of drugs in the country. 

How would you define the main functions of the 
PDEA?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa usapin po 
ng illegal drugs, pangunahin sa ahensya ang pangsugpo 
sa ilegal na droga. Ito po ang PDEA, Mme. Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. Would the Gentleman, Mme. 
Speaker, say that the PDEA is the lead agency when it 
comes to combating the drug problem in the country?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, that is correct.

REP. ATIENZA. Would he further agree that the 
PDEA should really be trusted, entrusted with the 
task of implementing the anti-drug campaign of the 
government?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mme. Speaker, that is 
accurate, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Ano po ba ang diperensya 
ng PDEA with the office that we just tackled, the 
Dangerous Drugs Board?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, iyon pong 
naunang ahensya ay policy-making body lamang, 
bagamat ang PDEA mismo ang ahensyang nagpapatupad 
ng mga polisiya na gagawin ng Dangerous Drugs 
Board. 

REP. ATIENZA. Masasabi natin, therefore, Mme. 
Speaker, that the PDEA is the main action force 
combating the drug problem?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is right, Your Honor, 
Mme. Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. You would further say and agree 
that the PDEA is on top of the drugs campaign?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Precisely, Mme. Speaker, 
tama po iyong sinabi ng ating minamahal na Party-List 
Representative. 

REP. ATIENZA. Ngayon po ba sa pagkakataong 
ito ay magkano ang budget na inilalaan natin base 
sa executive submission and our congressional 
concurrence, magkano ba ang total? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang 
PDEA po ay napagkalooban ng P1,888,803,000, Your 
Honor. 

REP. ATIENZA. Salamat po, Mme. Speaker. How 
does this compare to the budget that was given them in 
2018, the current year?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, bumaba po 
ng 27 percent iyong ibinigay na budget sa PDEA. Mula 
sa P2.5 billion noong 2018, ngayon ay P1.88 billion na 
lamang para sa 2019, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Sa madaling salita ay puwede 
nating sabihing lumiit ang budget ng enforcement arm 
ng ating anti-drug campaign.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Lumiit po ang budget, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, ng PDEA. Ang Capital 
Outlay po at saka ang MOOE ang tinamaan. 

REP. ATIENZA. Ang MOOE, kasama po diyan 
iyong operational budget?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Maaari ba nating tanggapin at 
sabihing lumiliit ang problema ng droga sa bansa kaya 
puwede nang liitan ang budget ng PDEA, the main 
enforcer of the anti-drug war of this administration?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
lumiliit po o nababawasan po iyong problema ng bansa 
sa usaping ilegal na droga ngunit hindi po naman tama 
na paliitan natin iyong budget dahil lang lumiliit na 
iyong problema, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Opo, sapagkat nakababahalang 
isipin na ang ating pinakaepektibong panlaban sa 
droga ay bibigyan natin ng mas maliit na budget sa 
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taong ito. Noong isang taon, tumayo rin po ang inyong 
lingkod dito at pinuna ko iyong napakaliit na budget 
na ibinibigay sa PDEA. Kagaya po ng aking itinanong 
at isinagot na ang PDEA ang inaasahan natin panlaban 
sa droga. Bakit lumiliit ang budget eh samantalang 
dapat ay dinadagdagan natin? Puwede po ba nating 
maliwanagan ang isipan ko, naguguluhan eh. Ang 
problema ng droga ang pinakamalaking problema ng 
bansa. The anti-drug war is the main centerpiece of this 
government and so many lives have been sacrificed in 
the process. But I cannot understand why the budget 
for PDEA is becoming less and less as the years passed 
while the problem of drugs persists in the communities. 
We know that for a fact.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po iyong mungkahi 
ng ating minamahal na Cong. Lito Atienza Jr. at 
kasama po niyan iyong panaghoy po ng PDEA 
na madagdagan iyong kanilang budget ng P2.6 
billion pa ngayong taong ito, Mme. Speaker, and 
Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Pupunahin din po natin iyan 
pagsapit po ng ating summary of these proceedings of 
approving a budget for the government. But at this point 
in time, one of the main questions being raised by the 
people, by the public, by the citizenry on the question 
of the effectivity of PDEA—siguro nabalitaan ng ating 
kagalang-galang na Kongresista ng Bulacan iyong mga 
kaso ng pagpasok ng droga sa bansa. Tatanungin ko po 
ang ating kagalang-galang na Kongresista ng Bulacan. 
Iyon po bang mga aso ay pinagkakatiwalaan natin sa 
pagpuna at pagpansin sa pagpasok ng droga sa ating 
bansa? Nakikita ko po sila sa airport, nakikita po natin 
sila pier. Iyon po ba ay epektibo?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 100 porsyento pong 
epektibo at pinagtitiwalaan po natin, Your Honor, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. Hindi ko po masyadong naano.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 100 porsyento po nating 
pinagtitiwalaan ang ating mga kasamang aso sa drug 
enforcement agency, Mme. Speaker, and Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. 100 percent.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 100 percent po.

REP. ATIENZA. Gentlemen of this Chamber, I just 
heard the official answer of the Gentleman-Sponsor of 
the budget for PDEA that the agency believes in the 
ability of canine-trained especially for detecting the 
entry of the prohibited drugs in the country. Iyan po ay 
specially trained dogs. Magkano po ba ang ibinibigay 

nating budget dito sa mga aso na pinaniniwalaan 
natin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P4,400, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor, sa isang buwan.

REP. ATIENZA. P4,000.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P4,400 per month, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. Iyon po ba ang total budget of 
training?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Pagkain, gamot, grooming 
pa lamang po, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Iyon ba ang kanilang maintenance 
for one year?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Maintenance for one month 
po, Mme. Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. For one month? And how many 
dogs the PDEA are maintaining at this point?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Sa kasalukuyan, 146 po, 
Mme. Speaker, at bagong training pa lang po iyong 
100 na aso. Dati po ay 46 pa lamang, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Ngayon ay 146 na.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker. 

REP. ATIENZA. Pinaniniwalaan ba natin ang mga 
aso?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Pinaniniwalaan po natin 
nang 100 percent iyong mga aso.

REP. ATIENZA. Very dependable.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Very dependable po, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. Then I will ask, Mme. Speaker, 
the question, my main question, the doubt lingering 
in my mind, then why do we not believe the dogs 
in the Cavite P6.4- or P6.5-billion shabu which the 
PDEA discovered through their K-9 specially trained 
dogs?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, ang PDEA 
po ay naniniwala na may drugs sa loob, doon sa 
magnetic lifters na natagpuan sa Cavite. Ito na rin po 
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ay ayon po doon sa deteksyon noong ating mga drug-
sniffing dog, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. So, naniniwala po ang PDEA na 
mayroong pumasok tayong P6.4 billion worth of shabu 
through that kind of operation?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Naniniwala po.

REP. ATIENZA. Putting the substance inside 
cylinders at iyan ang kanilang pinapapasok sa mga pier, 
at iyan po naman ang hindi lumulusot sa mga specially 
trained dogs natin.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Then I will ask another question. 
Have we filed the necessary charges against whoever was 
in any way connected with that importation? Whether 
suspected, actual, real, fictitious, sino ang nagpasok noong 
kontrabandong iyon na isang katutak na shabu pala ang 
nilalaman? Mayroon po bang kinasuhan ang PDEA?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, may nahuli 
na pong isang Chinese doon po sa GMA Cavite ngunit 
nagke-case build-up pa po, Mme. Speaker. Sa panahong 
ito, hindi pa po nakakasuhan iyang Chinese personality 
na iyan.

REP. ATIENZA. Ano po kaya ang dahilan bakit 
hindi nakakasuhan eh samantalang itong importasyon 
na ito ay maaaring sumira sa pundasyon ng kampanya 
laban sa droga? Tayo ay lumalaban sa droga sa bawat 
barangay, sa bawat lansangan, sa bawat tahanan. Eh 
mayroon palang papasok na P6.4-billion worth of 
shabu at lulusot sa pier at nahabol lamang doon sa 
warehouse.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong sa Cavite ay kailangan pong maganda at 
buong-buo iyong case build-up para po hindi maibasura 
iyong kasong ifa-file po doon sa Chinese na nahuli, 
ngunit iyong doon po sa MICP na nahuling 355 kilos 
ay nakasuhan na po, iyong apat na táong nagpasok ng 
drogang ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Ito po ba iyong naunang 
importasyon ng shabu?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, tama po.

REP. ATIENZA. Iyon po ang tinutukoy nila?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Well, congratulations if the 
suspected parties are already now facing cases in court 
but we would like to remind the PDEA that in the case 
of the Cavite discovery of the dogs ay kailangang bilisan 
natin ang kaso sapagkat kapagka na-delay ang kaso ay 
lalong lalabo nang lalabo iyan. Ngayon nga po, wala 
na nga po sa diyaryo iyong istorya eh. Baka hindi po 
makasuhan iyan finally.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sisiguraduhin 
lang po na matibay po iyong kasong ating isasampa sa 
Chinese na nahuli doon upang hindi po maibasura iyong 
kaso. Sayang naman po kung maibabasura lamang po 
iyong kasong ito kung ifa-file na hindi pa matatag iyong 
kaso, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Sinisiguro lang ang kaso, pero, 
ifa-file ang kaso. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker. 
Tama po, Your Honor. 

REP. ATIENZA. Eh, bakit po iba iyong finding ng 
mga ibang ahensiya ng gobyerno na nagsabing mali 
ang PDEA? Tinatanggap ba ng ating Director ng PDEA 
na mali iyong kaniyang finding at nagkamali ang mga 
specially trained dogs or is he willing to make a stand 
today before us that, indeed, the findings of PDEA is 
genuine, real, accurate and cannot be assailed in any 
forum?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, doon po sa 
mga nakalap na impormasyon, naniniwala po ang PDEA 
na hindi po sila magkakamali doon sa bagay na iyon at 
naniniwala pong patuloy ang PDEA na may pumasok na 
droga gamit iyong mga magnetic lifters doon sa Cavite, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. ATIENZA. Opo. Ang sinasabi po ng ating 
kagalang-galang na Sponsor ay naninindigan ang PDEA 
na droga ang laman noong mga silindrong iyon.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Hindi po magbabago ang 
statement ng PDEA, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 
Matibay po ang paninindigan ng PDEA na droga po 
ang laman noong ibang magnetic lifters na iyon, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Iyon po naman ay nakikitaan natin 
ng relationship between the “Cavite discovery” and 
the “pier discovery.” Pareho pong magnetic lifter ang 
ginamit nila. Hindi po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Similar and identical 
magnetic lifter po iyong ginamit, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, at pinapaniwalaan po ng PDEA na malaki po 
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ang pagkakaparehas ng dalawang kaso pong iyan, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Malamang, eh, pareho din ang 
importer.

REP.  SY-ALVARADO.  Mme.  Speake r, 
pinaniniwalaan po ng PDEA na iisa po iyong drug 
group na iyan, ngunit magkaibang importer po iyong 
ginamit, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. The guarantees and assurances 
of the PDEA today are most reassuring because we 
are starting to doubt. Sino ba ang talagang awtoridad 
sa droga—the PDEA, the Malacañang or some other 
agencies? Dahil iyong mga iba ay nagsasabing hindi 
naman daw droga ang laman, pero ang PDEA hanggang 
ngayon, naninindigan, droga ang na-discover nila.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sa batas po sa  Republic Act No. 9165 po, ang PDEA po 
ang lead drug agency sa ating bansa at matibay po ang 
paninindigan ng PDEA sa mga bagay pong kanilang 
ipinaglalaban, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. With the assurances of the 
leadership of PDEA today, we are again assured of 
sincerity in the campaign; otherwise, we may be wasting 
national effort in saying that we have a national war 
in front of us against drug, and yet, we are unable to 
prevent the entry of drugs in big, gigantic quantities. 
Hindi po ito sachet-sachet, hindi po ito per kilo. Ito po 
ay talagang napupuno iyong isang silindro ng hanggang 
500 kilo. Ay, walang mangyayari po sa ating kampanya, 
pagka ganyan po. 

So, maaari po nating paalalahanan ang lahat ng 
bumubuo sa PDEA that their work, right now, is the 
most essential for survival of our country, because no 
less than the President is anchoring all his efforts on his 
so-called “anti-drug war,” and he is encouraging all of 
us to be part of it. This Representation has always been 
supportive of the effort, although, we have misgivings 
about killings and summary execution. We cannot agree 
that that is the solution to address the drug problem 
of the country. Effective enforcement, punishment, 
rehabilitation, preventive programs—sa tingin po namin 
iyon ang mga kailangan natin.

Would the Director of the PDEA today say that or 
even consider that importation of any container vans in 
the country should be inspected at the points of origin 
not so much in our piers? More than 8,000 containers 
enter the Philippines everyday—8,000, and only about 
3 percent are really inspected, opened, checked and 
certified by Customs’ people. We cannot understand 
as we cannot agree that container vans should not be 
inspected at their points of origin. If we cannot inspect 

them here, we should allow the inspection of these 
vans wherever they are coming from, and right now, 
seemingly, it is the China that seems to be the main 
source of shabu. 

Can we not forge an agreement according to 
international trade practices today that container vans 
can be inspected from their points of origin? Para 
hindi po natin magamit iyong dahilan “wala kaming 
tao sa pier, kulang kami sa tao sa Customs kaya po 
hindi naiinspeksyon ang mga container vans.” Eh kung 
hindi natin naiinspeksyon, mabuti pa iyong aso, hindi 
lumulusot. Gusto ko nga pong maimbitahan natin sa 
Kongreso iyong mga asong iyan eh at bigyan natin ng 
medalya, bigyan natin ng award, recognition, because 
they are more effective in pointing out to all of us 
whether there are drugs entering the country to the piers 
or not. Can I get an answer from the Director, honorable 
Congressman…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, …

REP. ATIENZA. …if he is amenable to inspecting 
container vans at their points of origin especially 
suspected origins of the prohibited substance?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, point is 
well-taken, at naniniwala po ang PDEA na tama po 
iyong binanggit ni Cong. Lito Atienza, na dapat po 
talaga sa point of origin pa lang ay iniinspeksyon 
na iyan pong mga parating na container vans dito sa 
ating bansa. At kasama po nito pinaniniwalaan din 
ng PDEA na kailangan pagdating dito sa ating bansa 
ay mainspeksyon po at maiklaro iyang mga container 
vans na iyan para makasigurado po tayong wala pong 
makapasok na ilegal na droga dito sa ating minamahal 
na bansa, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Nagagalak po ang inyong lingkod 
na marinig ang ating PDEA na tama iyong pilosopiya 
at prinsipyo sa paghadlang sa pagpasok ng anumang 
droga sa anumang bansa at i-require natin kung saan 
sila nanggagaling, silipin na ng mga dalubhasa ano ang 
nasa loob. Subukan ninyong mag-export o mag-import 
ng droga sa Amerika. Sa palagay ko, hindi kayo lulusot 
sapagkat dito pa lamang ay hihingan na ng certification 
ng US Customs iyong pinanggalingan. Dito sa atin, 
alam ba ninyo, kagalang-galang na Isponsor, mayroon 
ho tayong batas, iyon po ay pinagpuyatan namin 
dito, pinag-aralan namin dito, the so-called “Customs 
Modernization and Tariff Act” which is now part of the 
law of the land. Ang isa sa mga kadahilanan ng bagong 
batas na iyan ay para ipatupad ang pag-iinspeksyon ng 
mga kargamento sa pinanggagalingan at hindi dito sa 
ating pier. Dito sa atin, magsasawa tayo sa sagot o sa 
alibi for failure to show that they do have the necessary 
manpower. But, no, we do not need manpower here. We 
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can require the importers to be given a certification of 
what is contained in the van if we implement the law. 
So, may we seek the concurrence of the Gentleman on 
the practicality and effectivity of inspecting each and 
every van from their ports of origin.

REP. SY-ALVARADO Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the PDEA concurs with your opinion at kasama po ninyo 
ang PDEA na humihiling po na maisakatuparan ang 
batas na ito, Your Honor, Mme. Speaker.

REP. ATIENZA. Salamat naman po sa iyong 
garantiya na sinsero tayo sa ating ginagawa. Habol 
tayo nang habol dito eh samantalang iyong pier ay 
dinadaanan ng mga container vans na mayroong 
malalaking kargamento na parang hindi natin alam, 
samantalang may mga modernong paraan para 
matiyak natin kung ano ang laman ng bawat container 
van na papasok sa Pilipinas. So, I will now be more 
confident in continuing my effort. Enforce the law, 
Secretary Dominguez. Enforce the law, so that each 
and every container van will not pass through our 
shores without a clean bill of health from where they 
are coming from.

Meanwhile, I would like to shake the hand of 
the Director and shake the hands of the dogs who 
are helping him, and I would like to congratulate the 
members of the PDEA. No matter how small their 
budget is—because if you ask me, as I did not even 
scrutinize them anymore because I know, bumaba, so 
ano ang sisilipin mo rito? Bumaba pa imbes na tumaas. 
Kung ako ang tatangunin ninyo, dapat times five ito 
para maasahan natin ang PDEA na magtatrabaho nang 
tapat at walang matutulog sa tanggapan sapagkat ang 
problema ay nasa atin pang harapan.

Mme. Speaker, I would like to thank the Gentleman 
for his patience and diligence in answering the questions 
from this Representation, as we are with him. As I 
mentioned, we should multiply this proposed budget 
five times to be fair with the people running PDEA 
today. 

Thank you.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Maraming salamat po.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the deliberation on the proposed budget of the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency.

I so move, Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved. 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. GARCIA (J.). May we request for a one-
minute suspension of the session, Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is suspended.

It was 3.43 pm.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 3:46 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
session is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
proceed to the deliberation on the proposed budget of 
the Department of Health.

I so move, Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Is 
there any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the motion is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, before we 
proceed, may we acknowledge the presence of the 
officials of the Department of Health, headed by 
Secretary Francisco Duque III, Usec. Rolando Enrique 
Domingo, Usec. Mario Villaverde, Usec. Lilibeth 
David, Usec. Roger Tong-An, Usec. Ma. Carolina 
Vidal-Taiño, Usec. Gerardo Bayugo.

Mme. Speaker, I move that we recognize the 
Gentleman from the First District of Bulacan, Rep. 
“Kuya” Jose Antonio R. Sy-Alvarado, to sponsor 
and to answer questions, if any, on the budget of the 
Department of Health.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). 
Rep .  Jona than  Sy-Alva rado  i s  r ecogn ized 
to sponsor the budget of the Department of 
Health,  including i ts  at tached agencies and 
corporations. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J.) Mme. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Hon. Cecilia Leonila V. Chavez of the BUTIL 
Party-List for her interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Hon. 
Cecil Chavez is now recognized. 
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REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker.
Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, I would like 

to reiterate my question during the budget briefing in 
the mother Committee. My question is about the health 
facilities or operation program for the year 2019. It 
will be appropriated a budget of P32 billion. I would 
like to know how much of this P32 billion will go to 
the operation of DOH hospitals? How much would go 
to the operation of the blood centers and the National 
Voluntary Blood Services Program? And how much 
would go to the operation of the National Reference 
Laboratories?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, puwede po 
bang paulit po noong katanungan?

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I am just reiterating my question during the 
mother Committee briefing because I was not given an 
answer. My question is on the health facilities operations 
programs, the apportioning of the budget. How much 
of the P32 billion will go to the operation of DOH 
regional hospitals? How much would go to the operation 
of the blood centers and the operation of the National 
Reference Laboratories?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, P529 
million will go to the operation of the blood centers, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. How about the regional, the 
hospitals, the operations of the hospitals and the 
National Reference Laboratories?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, P21,536,000 
will go to the operation of DOH regional hospitals and 
other health facilities, 300—sorry, Mme. Speaker, 
P21,536,000,000 will go to the operation of the DOH 
regional hospitals and other health facilities while P307 
million will go to the operation of National Reference 
Laboratories, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I am asking this question because I want 
to be sure if the majority of the P32 billion will go 
to the operation of the DOH hospitals, and I can see 
that it will. I understand the need for the blood centers 
and, probably, to some extent, the use of the National 
Reference Laboratory. But what is not clear is why 
we have to have a separate fund. I would also like to 
know how big is the budget of the National Reference 
Laboratory, because I know for a fact that they charge 
exorbitant fees. I want to know what happens to the fees 
being collected. Do they all go to the national fund or 
do they remain in the NRL for its operations? If yes, 
why should it get a separate funding?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, lahat po ng 
nakokolektang pondo ay napupunta sa Trust Fund at 
ito po ay ginagamit din sa operations, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you for that answer, 
distinguished Sponsor, and it just affirmed—that is my 
question, because I would just like to state and bring out 
that these National Reference Laboratories are charging 
exorbitant fees and probably the Department could look 
into this issue.

For my—I would like to move on, Mme. Speaker, 
with my next question.

Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, another 
area of concern is the public health programs of the 
Department. For the 2019 Budget, this program will 
be appropriated a budget of about P17.4 billion and 
out of this P17.4, P7.5 billion will go to the National 
Immunization Program, and from this amount, a total 
of 2.8 million children will be vaccinated.

My question during the mother Committee briefing 
was, the figure, 2.8 million—relative to what number 
in terms of percentage of the total children needs to be 
vaccinated.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, lahat po iyong 100 porsiyento po, allocated sa 
lahat ng kabataan na kailangang mabakunahan, Mme. 
Speaker. 

REP. CHAVEZ. You do not have the exact 
percentage? Because, I do not believe that all children 
will be covered by the 7.5 billion because this includes 
the immunization for the senior citizens as well.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, 2.5 million 
infant vaccines for protection from tuberculosis, 
Hepatitis B, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, polio, 
measles, rubella and influenza; while 2 million infants 
will be provided by the Department of Health with 
pneumococcal vaccine, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I have with me the working financial plan. 
Probably, we have the same document. My question 
is, in this plan you have presented, the doses for Oral 
Polio Vaccine, IPV the DPT-Hib and Hepa B do not add 
up. Meaning, the doses are not of the same quantities if 
you were to give them together. So, I am asking, how 
many infants are we going to be able to vaccinate with 
this budget, because the figures do not add up? 

You have allocated 10 million doses for OPV and 
you have allocated 7 million doses for DPT, Hepa B, 
Hib vaccines and only 3 million doses for IPV. These 
do not add up, because OPV and DPT are given in three 
doses while the Inactivated Polio Vaccine, you only 
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give it in one dose. So, if we are going to follow that, 
it does not add up. That is why I am asking this, but I 
am going to move on to my next question.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, excuse 
me.

REP. CHAVEZ. Okay.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, can I answer 
the question?

REP. CHAVEZ. Okay, you may. Yes, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, 2,598,583 
infants will be given the vaccines from the P7,101,000,000 
budget and 100 percent of it will be given to these said 
infants, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, still that does not answer the question I asked. 
I was asking how many is the 2.8. How significant is 
the 2.8 million children, because we do not know how 
many children in this age group should be vaccinated? 
That is why I was asking for the percentage so we will 
know if the amount that we are putting in, if we get the 
value for our money and if this will be quite significant, 
because this is a lot of money.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa Pilipinas 
po, 2,500,908 ang kabuuang bilang ng ating mga 
sanggol, 0- to 12-month-old infants. Kaya po iyong 
bilang pong gamot na nagkakahalagang P7 billion ay 
sasakop at sasapat sa pangkalahatang bilang ng mga 
infants po o ng mga sanggol sa ating bansa, Mme. 
Speaker, na ang total po muli o ang kabuuang bilang ay 
2,598,583 noon pong ginawa iyong bilang na ito.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I would like to thank you for that answer, but 
again, if what you are saying is that we have 200 million 
children that needs to be vaccinated and…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Two million po, two 
million.

REP. CHAVEZ. Are you sure?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Two million—2,598,583, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, are in that age group.

REP. CHAVEZ. So, you are saying that we will be 
able to vaccinate almost 100 percent?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Iyong gamot po, Mme. 

Speaker, ay nakahanda para doon sa lahat ng infants 
natin na ang kabuuang bilang sa buong Pilipinas ay 
2,598,583 sa oras po na kinuha iyong estadistika pong 
iyon. 

REP. CHAVEZ. So, there are 200,000,000 
children?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Two million—2,500,000 
infants po, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CHAVEZ. Two million…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Dalawa at kalahating 
milyon po, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CHAVEZ. Two million five hundred 
thousand…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Eighty-three thousand, 
Mme. Speaker, … 

REP. CHAVEZ. …children? Okay, 2.5 million 
children. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. …na sanggol po.

REP. CHAVEZ. Two million, 2.5 million infants?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo.

REP. CHAVEZ. Then why are we allocating 
vaccines for 2.8 million infants?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, allocated po 
para sa wastage iyong matitira kasi may natatapon po 
kapag nagbabakuna. Hindi po lahat ay 100 porsiyentong 
nagagamit nang maayos. Iyong iba po ay sa pagbubukas 
pa lamang ng bakuna ay natatapon na, kaya po sobra 
po iyong alokasyon para po sa wastage na ito, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I would trust you with that answer. The only 
thing that is quite confusing now is how come that we 
are providing different doses? We provided for polio, 
10 million; for DPT, 7 million; for pneumococcal, 4.8. 
So, if we are to vaccinate the 2.8 million children, do 
you not think that the 2.8 million should equally get 
all the doses because all of these vaccines are needed 
by these infants?

So, that is the only reason I am asking for this, 
but I am going to move on to my next question, Mme. 
Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, if I may. May we 
know how the Department intend to implement their 
National Immunization Program. Will the purchase 
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be done as an on-need basis or will the purchase be all 
at the same time? Where does the Department store 
vaccines of this quantity and how do we keep the cold 
chain process intact?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, the implementation will be done by a one-
time procurement but the delivery will be in different 
tranches, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. So, how do we keep the cold 
chain process, because I believe that this immunization 
program is for everyone, so it is countrywide. So, how 
do we maintain the temperature of the vaccines?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, we have a 
cold chain system in place for these vaccines.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, if I may request from the Department a map-
out plan on how you do this, so as to be assured.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the Department will give Congresswoman Chavez the 
map-out plan for the cold chain facilities.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor. My next question is, because 
timing is also a primary concern of the bureaucracy, 
how does the Department meet its timeline? I am asking 
this because the Department intends to purchase P376 
million worth of influenza vaccines and it is ideal to 
give it during the start of the rainy season. And every 
year, we get a different strain. Therefore, I would like 
to be clarified on the time frame that you have stated 
on the work and financial plan of the immunization 
program. What does it mean, January to June? Is this 
from procurement to implementation? I am asking this 
because flu vaccines only become available around 
April, and we usually give it at the start of the rainy 
season.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, the 
Department starts the procurement process during the 
month of January and the vaccines will be distributed, 
and it will be available in the month of April, and will 
be rolled out by June, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor—okay, from what I know because I am a 
general practitioner, but I would have to admit that I 
am not a specialist, but what flu vaccines are we giving 
to our people? Because I know for a fact that here in 
the Philippines, for the Asian strain, we only get to buy 
them in the month of April and we give them in the 
month of June.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Exactly, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CHAVEZ. So, if what you are saying is that 
we buy it in January, are we buying flu vaccines from 
other parts of the world, for example, US, because this 
is their flu season? January is their flu season.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, nag-uumpisa 
po iyong procurement process by January at ito po ay 
binibili sa iba’t ibang suppliers sa iba’t ibang bansa, 
ngunit current strain po iyong binibiling bakuna for 
the year, Mme. Speaker, at tama po si Congresswoman 
Chavez na ito ay ipo-procure ng January at darating po 
before April upang ito po ay maibigay by June, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. And that will go back to my 
initial question on how is the Department able to cope 
with this time frame because we know that here in the 
Philippines, the bureaucracy is very tedious. So, that 
is why I am asking because, I know, I understand your 
situation, that is why I am asking how you do this.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, the Department is––by October to December 
they already pre-procured the vaccines. So, they are 
very well ready and they have already coped with the 
process, Mme. Speaker.

REP. CHAVEZ. Okay. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I am asking this because on the DOH 
Expanded Program on Immunization, the Commission 
on Audit noted that inadequate planning, coordination 
and monitoring resulted in both overdistribution and 
underdistribution of vaccines. My question is, what can 
the DOH say to assure us that this will not happen again, 
because if the Department will insist on its current work 
and financial plan, I would not be surprised anymore 
if the Commission on Audit would come up with the 
same findings over and over again?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, maraming salamat po sa inyong panukala. Sa 
panahon pong ito ay patuloy na nire-review ng DOH 
sa pangunguna po ng ating Secretary iyong kanila 
pong planning process upang ito po ay mas maisaayos. 
Willing po ang DOH na magbigay po ng planong ito sa 
ating minamahal na Kinatawan mula sa BUTIL Party-
List oras po na matapos na iyong planning process pong 
ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, thank you for that answer. Our health situation 
is that the vaccinated children aged 12 to 23 months 
who were given the basic vaccinations decreased from 
79 percent in 2008, to 69 percent in 2017. And, because 
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of the scare probably brought about by the issue of 
Dengvaxia, a lot of the parents would not want their 
children to be vaccinated. If this will continue, we may 
have an outbreak of certain diseases such as measles. 
My question is, how does the Department plan to 
remedy the situation? How do we win back the trust 
of the public?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, the 
Department is having a house-to-house program 
nowadays. Dahil po mismo doon sa sinabing problema 
ni Congresswoman Chavez, tinitiyaga na po ng DOH 
na bahay-bahayin iyang atin pong buong bansa upang 
paliwanagan at pakiusapan iyong mga magulang 
na pabakunahan ang kanilang mga anak sapagkat 
napakadelikado po para sa mga bata iyong walang 
bakuna. Ngunit hindi rin po natin masisisi iyong 
mga magulang dahil sa kanilang takot, sa naidulot ng 
Dengvaxia scare na nangyari sa ating bansa, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor.

Is deworming part of your national health program? 
If so, why is it not listed? And, do you not think this is 
also very important to school-age children since they 
are very prone to infestation?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, opo, 
hindi po iyan nakalista sa programa. Pero kasama po 
po kasi iyan sa regular na immunization program ng 
Department of Health, kaya doon na po sa regular 
immunization program ito nakasama, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, the reason I asked that question is because I 
have been to the provinces and this is a common request 
in some areas, that is why I am asking that question. 
And again, I would just like to bring to the attention 
of the Department that now it is also a problem. Even 
with the deworming, parents are also scared. That is 
why I am just raising the issue that we need to win the 
public’s trust. So there.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, I would 
l ike to  move on to  the other  publ ic  heal th 
programs. Why can we not eradicate TB? Based 
on the Commission on Audit’s annual audit report, 
there were 12 hospitals that reported a decrease 
in the treatment success rate as compared to the 
previous year, and they said that this was due to 
the inadequate team complement that affected 
the effective and efficient operations of the TB-
DOTS facilities and the attainment of the NTV 
strategy and NTT objectives for 2022. How does 
the Department plan to address this?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, nagkaroon 
na po ng mga panibagong proseso at metodolohiya ang 
ating minamahal na Kagawaran ng Kalusugan, at hindi 
po susukuan ng Department of Health iyong problema 
ng TB hanggang hindi po tuluyan nating mapuksa iyong 
sakit na ito.

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I would like to thank you for that answer and 
I would just like to state that, probably, we could offer 
a more specific plan or program on this.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, the Department is willing to give the plan to our 
distinguished Party-List Representative from BUTIL 
Party-List.

REP. CHAVEZ. Okay, thank you. Thank you, Mme. 
Speaker, distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Today, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you for that.
Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, we have a 

problem with the increasing number of HIV-affected 
individuals. May we know from the Department 
how they plan to arrest the situation? What kind of 
public health promotions are we doing to address 
the concern, especially with teenage groups who are 
more vulnerable and prone to succumb to this form 
of infection?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, the Department has been monitoring the 
program implementation based on the WFP. The 
forecast and qualifications were conducted in May 
2018. And this coming September, once the data is 
available relative thereto, an official communication 
will be sent to the Epidemiology Bureau this year, 
Mme. Speaker.

The HIV program activities that the Department 
has is the availability of free voluntary HIV 
counselling and testing services; the provision of 
free antiretroviral drugs to PLHIVs; the execution 
of HIV Communication Plan for males having sex 
with males; another is the demonstration project 
on chronic Hepatitis B in DOH-NCR and Central 
Luzon, then the conduct of national advocacy events, 
AIDS Candlelight Memorial, World Aids Day, and 
also the community assemblies and fora to reduce 
the stigma. 

The DOH also has the augmentation of commodities, 
resources to local government units and the procured 
male condoms. The Department also procured male 
condoms and lubricants distributed as prevention 



30  Congressional Record  •  17th Congress 3RS v.2 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018

commodities with the education during Outreach 
Programs, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, the reason I am asking this question is 
because HIV is a real problem, and we are already at 
the epidemic level. I was kind of expecting that the 
Department—since in my first budget hearing, I have 
already brought this up, and this is my third and it could 
probably be the last one—I would just like to know what 
specifically do you do now to help arrest the situation. 
I mean, probably the DOH could be more active in 
doing health promotions on the dangers of the disease. 
We could coordinate with the Department of Education 
to educate because as you said, teenage males are the 
ones affected. This kind of specific solution is what I 
am expecting from the Department. That is why I am 
standing now because I would just like the Department 
to please hear us out. There is a problem and we need 
to do something about it. I mean you cannot just say 
you procured this, you have made one program. We 
need to have a plan that we can put into action and 
we can, you know, you can make us realize that it is 
giving results.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, iyon pong level po ng HIV sa ating bansa ay 
still less than 1 percent kaya po hindi pa siya kabilang 
sa concentrated epidemic, which is 5 percent or more. 
Pero bagama’t nakakatakot po talaga itong sakit na 
ito ay hindi po ito binabalewala ng Department of 
Health. Kaya po patuloy po na makikipagtulungan 
ang Department of Health sa DepEd at saka sa CHED 
upang matulungan po iyong DOH na magturo sa ating 
mga kabataan, kasama na po sa ating mamamayan kung 
ano po iyong mga bagay na dapat gawin: una, upang 
maiwasan ang sakit na ito; pangalawa, kung paano po 
tatanggapin ng komunidad iyong mga taong mayroon 
na po nito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, you are probably more right than me because 
you guys are the specialists in this area. But if what you 
are saying is we are not yet at the epidemic level, then 
do we wait until we are there and then we do something 
about it? So, again, I would just like to appeal to the 
Department to please take action on this. I am going to 
move on to my next question. 

Mme. Speaker, my question for the third time—
third time because I have asked this since my first 
budget deliberation—how do we plan to address 
the lack of healthcare professionals? It has come to 
my attention that doctors in far-flung areas are only 
funded for a limited a time, after which, the local 
government has the option to absorb the doctor. But 
if the LGU is not capable, the doctor will then be 

transferred to another area. What then? Probably, the 
Department can come up with a more innovative way 
to address this situation.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, sa panahon pong ito ay mayroong education 
at scholarship programs ang DOH para po sa mga 
nais na maging doktor, lalung-lalo na sa ating 
kanayunan. Ito po iyong tinatawag na Doctors to 
the Barrios Program, kung saan, pag-aaralin po ng 
DOH ang isa sa ating mga kababayan upang maging 
doktor at pagkatapos po nito ay dalawang taon 
siyang magbibigay ng serbisyo sa ating pamayanan 
lalung-lalo na sa kaniyang baryo o komunidad na 
pinanggalingan upang maibalik naman po niya iyong 
tulong at pasasalamat na ibinigay sa kaniya ng ating 
bansa, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I would just like to state that you have given 
me the same answer for the two times I have asked 
that question, and I do not know where we should go 
from here. So, I am just going to move on to my next 
question.

Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, I would like 
to know how much importance the Department is giving 
to primary healthcare especially in rural areas where 
health facilities, medical care, and cost of medicines 
are not accessible to the people? Does the DOH have 
a comprehensive program and strategy in primary 
healthcare as an integral and major component of the 
country’s public health program?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, it is a 
major thrust of the DOH to have that program, and the 
DOH will stick to that program, Mme. Speaker, and 
prepare for the universal healthcare, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, this Representation would like to ask about 
the current status of the Philippine National Drug 
Formulary. May we know when it was last updated 
and how fast do they update? Meaning, when a new 
drug comes along, what is the time frame for it to be 
included? Why do we have to wait for someone to 
sponsor it? To avoid bias, I think the Formulary Team 
should be on guard and should be the one to initiate 
the study on whether a certain drug should be included 
because of its effectivity.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, ang proseso po talaga para mabilang sa PNDF 
ay isang mahaba at masalimuot na proseso dahil hindi 
po maaaring basta na lamang makalusot ang kung anu-
anong droga o gamot sa ating minamahal na bansa nang 
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hindi scrutinized o hindi hinihimay ng Kagawaran ng 
Kalusugan. Kaya po sa pagsisiguro po nito, mayroon 
talagang katagalan sa proseso, pero kailangan po talaga 
natin itong gawin upang mapanatili iyong safety and 
security ng ating mga mamamayan, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. CHAVEZ. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, the reason why I am asking on Philippine 
National Drug Formulary is because this is one issue 
on healthcare now. A lot of the doctors are saying that 
the PNDF is old, and a lot of the drugs are not there 
anymore. And, in a private meeting, I was apprised 
that the Philippine National Drug Formulary, for it to 
be updated, the drug should apply. That is why I am 
asking—may we know who are the people responsible 
for this? I mean, I know that there is a need to study 
everything wisely and carefully, but we should also 
put a time frame, because our people need certain 
medicines. And, with our technology today, there are 
already a lot of medicines in the market that are not in 
the drug formulary.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, kakarebisa lang po noong proseso nitong taóng 
ito at pati po iyong Council Members ay panibagong 
binuo. Iyong anim po na voting Council Members ay: 
una, si Dr. Cecilia Jimeno; pangalawa, si Dr. Cecile 
Maramba-Lazarte; pangatlo ay si Dr. Cleotilde How; 
pang-apat ay si Dr. John Wong; panlima ay si Dr. Paul 
Matthew Pasco; pang-anim ay si Dr. Imelda Peña; at 
ang Chairman po na hindi maaaring bumoto ay si Atty. 
Froilan Bagabaldo.

Mme. Speaker, nilagyan na rin po ng time frame 
ng ating Kagawaran ang proseso pong ito at kailangan 
ng at least isa o dalawang buwan para po maisama 
iyong bagong gamot sa listahan, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor, for that answer, and may I 
just request for a copy of how the document on the 
Philippine National Drug Formulary goes about 
approving the drug and updating the list.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, we will submit a process flow for inclusion 
this week, on Monday next week, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor.

For my next question, Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, I would like to follow up the data I was 
asking from PhilHealth. I made mention to them my 
concern regarding their fund life because based on 

their corporate operating budget, the benefit claims 
expense has increased in 2018 by 14 percent compared 
to 2017, where the expenses increased in a faster rate 
than the revenues which is comprised of premium 
contributions, interests, and other incomes. I am 
afraid that if we do not revisit the data, we may have 
an impending disaster in our hands because I feel that 
there is a need to verify if the amount that has been 
placed is enough to cover the risk because again, as 
I have mentioned many times, it is not customary 
to ensure the vulnerable sectors. And although the 
subsidy for PhilHealth has increased, it still does not 
answer the question whether it is enough.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sapat po iyong cash flow ng PhilHealth.

REP. CHAVEZ. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor, but I did not get my answer. 
Again, I am a very patient person, so I would wait for 
the data, but I appeal to my distinguished colleagues 
to be vigilant in asking for these data in view of public 
interest.

Mme. Speaker, distinguished colleagues, I would 
like to emphasize that primary healthcare is critical 
in ensuring public healthcare. Strategically, it is more 
practical given our geographic and social conditions. 
It costs less and saves more lives. Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor, distinguished colleagues, I 
would like now to appeal to the Department. There 
is a need to reevaluate their policy directions and 
their budget appropriations for each program. The 
Department is the agency tasked to scientifically 
design how we are to achieve the “Pagbabago” 
or improving the nutrition and health goal of this 
administration in the Philippine Development Plan 
for 2017 and 2022. Again, if we do not give proper 
solutions to the problems and we do not get the value 
for the amount of money that we put in, we would 
end up in the dire situation of repeating things over 
and over again, without any result. And with that, 
Mme. Speaker, distinguished colleagues, I end my 
interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. GARCIA (J). Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize the Hon. Francisco G. Datol Jr. of the 
SENIOR CITIZENS Party-List.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). 
Honorable Datol is recognized. 

REP. DATOL. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor. Mayroon lang po akong isang 
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katanungan tungkol po sa aking sektor—iyong senior 
citizens. What is the budget for PhilHealth and how 
much for senior citizens?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, mayroon po tayong P67,353,000,000 para sa 
pangkabuuang budget ng PhilHealth at P27 billion po 
ay allotted para sa mga senior citizen, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. DATOL. Thank you, distinguished Sponsor. 
During last budget hearing of the DOH and PhilHealth, 
last September 3, 2018, I asked the DOH and PhilHealth 
for the list of senior citizens—their names who were 
vaccinated in 2018 and the wellness program for senior 
citizens; procured assistive devices by DOH Regional 
Offices for 2016 and 2018; the list of wheelchairs 
provided with maintenance medicine; the geriatric 
health facility program; and the list of geriatric center 
to be established. Also, I asked PhilHealth to submit a 
copy of the names of senior citizens who were given 
eye surgery operations since its operation began. Cong. 
Sy-Alvarado gave a deadline on September 11. Where 
is the list now?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
nakapagbigay po ng listahan ang DOH ngunit walang 
pangalan. Ito po ay dahil sa limitasyon ng Data Privacy 
Act. We need to ask for exemption to get the list from 
the National Privacy Commission, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. DATOL. Mr. Sponsor, simple lang po iyong 
hinihingi ko. Hindi sakop ng Secrecy Act, iyon lang 
pong pangalan. Hindi po iyong mga edad, birthday, at 
kung anu-ano pa. Isang simpleng kahilingan.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong hinihingi po ninyo mula sa PhilHealth ay 
maibibigay sa loob ng isang oras kasi iyong mga datos 
po ay manggagaling lamang sa PhilHealth. Ngunit po 
iyong datos po na hinihingi ninyo mula sa DOH, iyan 
pong mga pangalan nila ay nakasumite sa kani-kanilang 
munisipalidad at siyudad. Kailangan po ng DOH na 
magkaroon ng clearance mula sa Data Privacy Act na 
ginagawa na po, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. DATOL. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, pangalan po iyong hinihingi ko. Inuulit ko 
po, halos lahat po rito ay abogado, hindi po sakop iyon. 
Ang pagkakilala lang po ng tao iyon pong kanyang 
pangalan lang—wala po ba kayong maibibigay diyan, 
eh dalawang beses na po itong hinihiling ko sa inyo?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa ating 
pong minamahal na kasama, sensitibo po kasi iyong 

pagbibigay ng pangalan doon sa tinulungan ng DOH, 
kaya po hindi po basta-basta po ito makukuha sa 
kanilang mga munisipyo. At under po sa Section 13 ng 
Data Privacy Act, babasahin ko po: 

 SEC. 13. Sensitive Personal Information 
and Privileged Information. – The processing 
of sensitive personal information and privileged 
information shall be prohibited, except in the 
following cases:
 (a) The data subject has given his or 
her consent, specific to the purpose prior to 
the processing, or in the case of privileged 
information, all parties to the exchange have 
given their consent prior to processing;
 (b) The processing of the same is provided 
for by existing laws and regulations: Provided, 
That such regulatory enactments guarantee 
the protection of the sensitive personal 
information and the privileged information: 
Provided, further, That the consent of the data 
subjects are not required by law or regulation 
permitting the processing of the sensitive 
personal information or the privileged 
information;
 (c) The processing is necessary to protect 
the life and health of the data subject or another 
person, and the data subject is not legally or 
physically able to express his or her consent 
prior to the processing;
 (d) The processing is necessary to achieve 
the lawful and noncommercial objectives of 
public organizations and their associations: 
Provided, That such processing is only confined 
and related to the bona fide members of these 
organizations or their associations: Provided, 
further, That the sensitive personal information 
are not transferred to third parties: Provided, 
finally, That consent of the data subject was 
obtained prior to processing; 
 x x x. 

Still, Mme. Speaker, the DOH will send the list to 
Congress and humihingi po ng paumanhin ang DOH 
sapagkat hindi nila ito kaagad naipadala doon sa napag-
usapan na one to two weeks. At personal po itong 
makakarating sa opisina ni Congressman Datol mula 
sa Party-List ng SENIOR CITIZENS, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. DATOL. Mme. Speaker, mukhang hindi po 
kami nagkakaintindihan ng honorable Sponsor. Iyon po 
bang pangalan lang ay sensitibo na ba iyon? Halimbawa, 
Congressman Marcoleta, sensitibo na ba iyon, ano po? 
Kay liwanag po noong pinag-uusapan natin. Kaya nga 
po, binabalak ko sanang i-defer iyong budget ninyo, ano 
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po? Simple lang ang hinihingi ko, humahaba lang lalo 
iyan, Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor.

Kaya nga po, kay liwanag naman po, ibigay ninyo 
sa akin iyon pong mga pangalan na iyan, at huwag na 
nating pag-usapan iyong sensibility.

Alam po natin na hindi naman natin pinagtatalunan 
iyon. Ibig mong sabihin, iyong pangalan lang ang 
hinihingi para malaman ng Congressman ng SENIOR 
CITIZEN’s Party-List, ano po? Pinag-usapan naman po 
natin iyon noong September 3, kalakip po noon iyong 
investigation na naka-pending pa rito sa House, iyong 
House Resolution No. 1653 ko, calling for the immediate 
investigation in aid of legislation iyong mga inoperahan 
na matatanda na nangabulag at dinala ko pa roon. Iyon 
lang po. Kinakailangan po maresolba ito, ano po? Kaya 
nga po, ang akin naman, ano, magkaintindihan tayo. 
Itama natin iyong dapat itama, ano po? Eh, pagtatalunan 
natin dito iyong sensibility. Kapag pangalan lang ng 
tao, hindi po sakop iyon kahit po ako ay hindi abogado. 
Maliwanag naman po iyong pinag-uusapan natin. Ibigay, 
bigyan ng kopya ang Congressman ng senior citizens. We 
are about 10.5 million registered voters in 17 regions, 148 
cities, iyan po 42,044 barangays. Maawa naman po kayo 
sa mga senior citizens. Matagal na walang Congressman 
dito sa Kongreso. Ngayon naman, huwag ninyo nang 
ipagdamot, ibigay ninyo sa amin iyong numero, iyong 
mga pangalan na kinakailangan namin. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, kagaya po noong nauna ko nang nabanggit, 
ibibigay na lang po kay Congressman Datol iyong 
hinihingi niyang listahan at pati po sa Kongresong 
ito, Mme. Speaker.

REP. DATOL. Mme. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, iyon po kasing ibinigay ninyong mga 
listahan sa akin na ni-request naman noong tayo ay 
mag-deliberation noong September 3, buong region 
po nandito. Talagang ang kulang lang iyong mga 
pangalan. Kanina nga, may kausap akong mga ibang 
Congressman diyan na bakit ganoon lang iyong sa 
amin, iyong ibinigay sa senior citizens. Ako naman 
po, buti nga po naawa sa amin ang langit, nagkaroon 
ng Congressman, dalawa pa kami rito, napagkakaitan 
kami. Ito naman po kasing mga senior citizen dito sa 
Seventeenth Congress, in this august Chamber, masaya 
na po kami dahil dito po, mula sa 292, ano po, mahigit 
100 kami na senior citizens dito. 

Iyon sana, darating na naman iyong Senior Citizens’ 
Week, August 1. Nagkaroon po kami ng pagkakataon 
ngayon dahil nga noong September 3, maliwanag po 
naman na ipinangako sa atin, kayo pa ang Chairman 
niyon, distinguished Sponsor, na ibigay sa amin iyong 
lahat ng listahan. Ang ibinigay po sa amin, basura eh. 
Wala po kaming naintindihan dito sa listahan, ano po? 
Pati iyong hinihingi naming wheelchairs, iyong listahan, 

may mga nakalista rito, may mga nakalista sa iba’t 
ibang bayan, sabi ko, sana naman kami na mga senior 
citizen sa buong Pilipinas, nandoon na po kami sa pre-
departure ng aming buhay, sana naman mahalin ninyo 
kami. Kamukha ng DOH, ng PhilHealth, itinatanong 
ko nga kung natatandaan ninyo. 

Noong tayo ay mag-budget, noong pre-budget 
hearings, ano po, maliwanag po ang napag-usapan natin. 
Sinabi ko sa mahal na Sekretaryo natin, mayroon po ba 
kayong Sekretaryo, Usec. o Asec. na senior citizen? 
Wala po kahit isa. Kaya pala kako walang nagmamahal 
sa amin. Ibibigay ninyo po ba sa Kongreso ngayon o 
hindi pa?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, kagaya po 
ng nauna kong nabanggit sa ating Kapulungan at sa ating 
minamahal na Honorable Party-List Representative 
Congressman Datol na ibibigay po ngayon iyong 
listahan, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. DATOL. Iyon lang po, hihintayin ko po iyan. 
Ibigay sa Kongreso, ibigay sa akin.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Iipunin lang, iniipon lang 
po, Your Honor, Mme. Speaker.

REP. DATOL. Ngayong araw na ito. Alam 
ninyo po, Mme. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, 
noong isang araw, hanggang alas-kuwatro kami dito, 
naayos kami. Siguro naman po hindi aabot iyong 
alas-kuwatro…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ngayong araw pong ito, 
Mme. Speaker, alas-kuwatro na po.

REP. DATOL. …ng madaling-araw.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 4:40 a.m. po. Okay po. 
Ngayong araw pong ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. DATOL. Okay.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. At kasama po ninyo sa 
inyong pakiramdam ang Representasyong ito sa inyong 
natanggap na hindi ninyo naman—tugma sa ating 
hinihiling sa ating budget briefing, Your Honor, Mme. 
Speaker.

REP. DATOL. Salamat po. Hihintayin ko ngayong 
araw na ito iyon at kagaya nga ng sinabi ko, ipapa-
defer ko sana, pero hihintayin ko muna iyong ibibigay 
ninyo sa akin sa araw na ito. Salamat Mme. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.
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REP. GARCIA (J.). Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize Rep. Gabriel H. Bordado Jr. of the Third 
District of Camarines Sur for his interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Gabriel Bordado is now recognized. 

REP. BORDADO. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Mme. Speaker I was listening intently to the 

questions propounded by Congresswoman Chavez who 
happens to be a medical doctor and more than ever, I am 
alarmed by the P35.7-billion budget cuts in the budget 
of the Department of Health, Mme. Speaker.

Mr. Sponsor, Mme. Sponsor, is this figure 
correct…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mme. 
Speaker that is correct.

REP. BORDADO. …that the budget of the DOH, 
Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor was P109.8 billion for 
2018, down to P74.1 billion for 2019? Is that correct, 
Mr. Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Kagaya po ng una kong 
nabanggit, Mme. Speaker, tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. BORDADO. Okay. And that the budget for the 
Health Facilities Enhancement Program, Mme. Speaker, 
was reduced quite radically from P30.26 billion in 2018 
to a measly P50 million for 2019, is that correct, Mr. 
Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, ibinalik na po iyong P3 billion diyan sa HFEP. 
Madadagdagan lang po ng P3 billion iyong nauna po 
ninyong binanggit na P50 million, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BORDADO. So, in other words, this reported 
reduction is not correct.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Dadagdagan, iyon pong 
reduction ay babawasan mo lang po ng P3 billion, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Reduction.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Iyong reduction po ay 
babawasan mo.

REP. BORDADO. Because according to this report, 
the budget for the Health Facilities Enhancement 
Program was reduced from P30.26 billion in 2018 to 
only P50 million for 2019.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo. Kaklaruhin ko lang 
po, Mme. Speaker. Iyon pong magiging budget po 
natin na mula po sa P30 billion ay magiging P3 billion. 
Mula po sa P30 billion ay magiging P3 billion and P50 
million, Mme. Speaker, dahil po doon sa ibinalik natin 
na P3 billion dito sa pondong ito, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Mme. Speaker, Mr Sponsor, do 
you agree that the budget cut is still very substantial?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, 
substantial po. 

REP. BORDADO. And, Mr. Sponsor, Mme. 
Speaker, what were the justifications for the budget cuts 
when it is really very obvious that there is an urgent 
need to improve the medical facilities in all provinces 
throughout the country, Mme. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
there was low utilization in the HFEP in the 2017 and 
the previous years. Iyon po ang rason kung bakit po 
napakalaki ng budget cut sa HFEP, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. So, this will result, Mme. 
Speaker, in the deterioration of the public health 
facilities throughout the country.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Bagaman at, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor, napakababa po ng utilization noong mga 
nakakaraang taon, binibigyan po tayo ng assurance ng 
bagong Secretary po ng ating Kagawaran na mayroon 
po silang catch-up plan upang pataasin iyong utilization 
sa taong ito upang sa mga darating pong panahon ay 
makahingi po tayo ng karampatan at mas mataas na 
pondo para po sa HFEP na patuloy namang magbibigay 
ng daluyong ng kalusugan sa ating mga pamayanan sa 
buong bansang Pilipinas, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Actually, Mme. Speaker, Mr. 
Sponsor, I have been discussing these issues with the 
Secretary himself. He was in our place a few months 
ago, and I am concerned because of one the medical 
institutions in our place, the Bicol Medical Center, and 
I understand the Director of the Bicol Medical Center 
is attending the hearing, and I am worried that the 
Bicol Medical Center will be affected in a negative way 
because of these cuts.

Anyway, Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, will the 
Department be getting other sources of funding to aid 
in the implementation of the program? Will you be 
exploring the possibility, Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, of 
getting funds from other sources aside from government 
support?
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor. May plano po ang DOH na humingi ng pondo sa 
ibang sources other than DBM. Ang mga sources pong 
ito na hihingian ng pondo ng DOH ay ang PCSO, ang 
PAGCOR, at iyong reimbursements po ng PhilHealth, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Okay, thank you. So, it is still 
within the governmental structure?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, is 
it also true that the budget for the Human Resources 
Deployment was slashed from P9.6 billion in 2018 to 
P1.2 billion for 2019? Is this correct, Mr. Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. And, Mme. Speaker, Mr. 
Sponsor, does the good Secretary still stand by his 
previous public pronouncement that such a staggering 
budget cut will result in the obliteration of 15,012 health 
workers’ jobs? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
as of today po ay iyong number of affected HRH 
personnel ay 8,041. Bagaman at hindi na aabot doon 
sa 15,000 ay napakarami pa rin po noong 8,000 HRH 
personnel na ito at naghahanap pa rin po ng suporta 
at karagdagang pondo ang DOH para po rito, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Thank you very much, Mr. Sponsor, 
Mme. Speaker, for confirming this particular report.

So, in other words, what the good Secretary said 
publicly would really happen.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Kalahati po noon, Mme. 
Speaker, kasi 15,000 po iyong kaniyang naunang 
pahayag ngunit ngayon po ay walong libo na lamang—
walong libo pa iyong hinahanapan po natin.

REP. BORDADO. Kalahati, at this stage.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo.

REP. BORDADO. So in other words, …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Kalahati pa.

REP. BORDADO. … Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, 
before the end of the year we will reach this 15,000 
dislocated jobs?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. With high probability, Your 
Honor, Mme. Speaker.

REP. BORDADO. How is that again, …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo.

REP. BORDADO. … Mr. Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Malamang po ay makakuha 
tayo ng sapat na pondo nitong taong ito, with high 
probability, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. So you are saying, Mr. Sponsor, 
Mme. Speaker, that the total losses in public health 
workers jobs will not reach 15,000 but just 8,000?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. As of today po, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor, inuulit ko po, …

REP. BORDADO. Okay.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. … inuulit ko pong muli 
na hindi na po 15,000 iyong ating hinahanapan ng 
pondo, bagkus ay walong libo. At, naniniwala po ang 
ating Kagawaran na bago po matapos ang taong ito ay 
makukumpleto na po ang kumpletong bilang upang 
wala na po tayong kakulangan pa sa HRH, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Thank you, Mr. Sponsor. Thank 
you, Mme. Speaker.

I understand that the Central Office undertakes the 
purchase of medicines and equipment. Is this correct, 
Mr. Sponsor, Mme. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Is it true that there are thousands 
of boxes of expired medicines? We received an 
unconfirmed report, Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, 
that there are actually thousands of boxes of expired 
medicines under the jurisdiction of the DOH. Is that 
correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sa kaalaman po ng ating Secretary ay wala pang nae-
expire na kahun-kahon na gamot ngunit noong 2017 po 
ay mayroong nahanap ang COA na nearing expiration 
na mga gamot.

REP. BORDADO. Nearing expiration?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, nearing expiration, 
hindi pa po expired, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.
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REP. BORDADO. Ilang days na lang?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mga tatlong buwan na lang 
po bago po mag-expire, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. You know, Mme. Speaker, Mr. 
Sponsor, this is quite disturbing. While thousands of 
our countrymen have been asking for medicine from us, 
here we are dealing with reports that there are caches, 
there are boxes of medicines nearing expiration.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Sa lahat po ng nearing-
expiration medicines, naibabalik ito at napapalitan ng 
mga supplier ng mas bagong gamot, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Hindi ko po maintindihan, 
Mr. Sponsor, Mme. Speaker, bakit mag-e-expire ang 
medicines? Are they not being distributed to the various 
public health centers and hospitals in the country?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
depende po sa outbreak ng diseases kung magagamit 
lahat ng gamot, sapagkat ang DOH ay naghahanda 
ng safety nets kung sakaling magkaroon ng mga 
epidemiya, ngunit kung sakali naman na hindi—hindi 
naman marami iyong magkakasakit sa isang fiscal 
year o sa loob ng isang taon—iyong ilan talaga sa mga 
gamot ay lumalapit sa kanilang expiration. Ang DOH 
naman po ay may kasunduan sa kanilang mga supplier 
na kung sakaling malapit na ang expiration ng mga 
gamot, papalitan ito ng supplier ng bago o fresh na 
gamot kung saan matagal pa ang expiration date nito, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Mme. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, 
as some people are suggesting that the procurement 
of medicine and even the procurement of equipment 
should be done at the regional level and not at the 
central level. Do you agree with this suggestion, Mme. 
Speaker, Mr. Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Simula po nitong 2018, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, mula sa rehiyon ang 
ginamit na proseso. Dadalhin ng mga rehiyon ang 
kailangan nilang mga gamot upang ipadala sa central 
office, at ang central office naman ang bibili, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. In other words, Mme. Speaker, 
Mr. Sponsor, the scheme is still literally centralized, 
from the regional office to the central office. Do you 
not think, in the name of efficiency and effectiveness, 
we can decentralize this scheme? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 

ginagamit po ng Kagawarang ito ang kapangyarihan 
ng economies of scale, kaya kung ang central office 
ang bibili at mas marami ang bibilhin, magkakaroon 
ng mas malaking discount. Pero ang inyo pong puntos 
ay duly noted ng Kagawaran at pag-aaralan nila muli 
ang kanilang paggawa ng sistema at pagpaplano upang 
sa mga darating na panahon, kung mas maayos ang 
ganitong sistema, ito ang gagamitin nilang sistema, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BORDADO. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Sponsor, Mme. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize Rep. Jose L. Atienza Jr. from BUHAY 
Party-List.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The Hon. 
Lito Atienza of BUHAY Party-List is recognized. 

REP. ATIENZA. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Salamat po, Majority Leader.

With the kind indulgence of the Sponsor, we would 
like to ask some clarification from the Department of 
Health on fundamental issues. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Rather than go into details 
of the budget na nakikita po nating binawasan ng 
pondo ang DOH, hindi naman natin madagdagan, 
although the new leadership of the House is allocating 
and appropriating certain sums of money in the 
realignment of the P51 billion that the leadership and 
the Committee on Appropriations have discovered 
that could be transferred to a more essential use. 
But at this point, binawasan po talaga ang DOH 
kaya mahihirapan ang magaling na liderato ng 
DOH ngayon dalhin ang serbisyo sa ating mga 
mamamayan. 

Given that, Mme. Speaker, we would like to get his 
opinion and position on certain fundamental directions 
that have aggravated the health conditions in the 
country. Iyong issue ng Dengvaxia ay hindi naman po 
una, iyan ay pangalawa nang eskandalo kung saan ang 
bilyun-bilyong salapi ay ginastos sa isang nakalalason 
at nakamamatay na programa. 

We remember very clearly in the investigations 
we did that the past administration—not this present 
administration—Secretary Duque, at the outset, I 
would like to express my admiration for his kind of 
management. He is a very competent and kindhearted, 
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socially conscious Christian leader. He is not part of 
whatever we are going to discuss.

Iyong Dengvaxia, to us, to this Representation, 
looks like a scam, where the perpetrators should be 
punished and put to jail, starting from the top to the 
lowest levels of the Department.

The first vaccination scandal that we can mention 
officially was the vaccination of women that happened 
sometime in 1994, 1995, under the administration 
of President Ramos. Binakunahan ang mga ina, ang 
mga kababaihan ng isang bakunang nakababaog, na 
ang kanilang pakay ay makontrol ang pagsilang ng 
mga batang Pilipino na hindi nila pinaniniwalaang 
makatutulong sa ating bansa. 

We remember very clearly that particular vaccination 
program because we investigated that. As a private 
citizen, I participated in the effort to unearth the truth. 
Ang bakunang iyon ay mayroong tinatawag na HCG 
element o human chorionic gonadotropin. I am sure 
the Department of Health people understand what I am 
saying. This element sterilizes the womb of the woman 
and the mother, which causes the forced abortion of the 
growing fetus or the newly fertilized egg in the woman’s 
womb. Doon po sa bakunang iyon, lumabas ang 
katotohanan. The Department of Health was involved 
in a very insidious, subversive event to human life, with 
the intention of preventing the birth of more Filipinos in 
our country. They launched it as a means of controlling 
our population outcome. 

Iyong Dengvaxia also went through the same 
process. They claimed during the investigation, as 
my colleague, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Good Government would agree—I see him walking 
around, so he is around—during our investigation, 
the Department of Health admitted, or rather, they 
even claimed that the problem of dengue started to 
spike from the year 2012. My question is very simple. 
You saw the problem developing but you did not ask 
any money from Congress to address it effectively. It 
continued to deteriorate into a pandemic and the threat 
to the lives of our children was definitely endangered. 
Again, they did not ask for a single centavo from us, 
an authority to appropriate the necessary funds for this 
vaccination program.

In 2014, 2015, they did not ask for a single centavo. 
Then all of a sudden, 2016 came around, just before 
the elections of 2016. They launched this program 
and produced the money for it. Through a connivance 
between the Department of Budget and the Department 
of Health, like magic, they produced billions of pesos 
to vaccinate Filipino children.

Ngayon po, lahat iyan ay nasa likuran na. Nakikita 
natin, nakamamatay ang bakuna, subalit ginawa pa rin. 
Kaya ang tanong ko ay, mayroon po bang pinaplano ang 
Department of Health ngayon na anumang vaccination 
in the near future, next year or two years from now 

that they would like to launch again ostensibly to save 
Filipino lives? Mayroon po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong routine vaccination immunization program 
ay patuloy na ginagawa ng DOH. Iyan po ay para sa 
mga sakit na polio, …

REP. ATIENZA. Typhoid, diphtheria.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. … diphtheria, measles, 
mumps, German measles, BCG for TB and Hepatitis 
B, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Samakatuwid, hindi po sila 
gagawa ng pagpapatuloy ng bakuna ng mga ina noong 
tinatawag nilang anti-tetanus vaccination? Wala po sa 
programa ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
mayroon pong tetanus toxoid vaccination for maternal 
and neonatal para sa tetanus elimination, ngunit ito po 
ay ibinibigay na walang HCG.

REP. ATIENZA. Puwede po ba nating matiyak sa 
ating kagalang-galang na Secretary na ibang bakuna na 
ang gagamitin dito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, matitiyak na ibang 
bakuna ang gagamitin.

REP. ATIENZA. Natuto na po tayo sa nakaraan, 
hindi na natin dapat ulitin.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, natuto na ang 
Kagawaran sa nangyari.

REP. ATIENZA. I would like to put it on record that 
many women who got vaccinated with that anti-tetanus 
toxoid became impotent, sterile, and they could not 
have children anymore because that particular toxoid 
was laced with a vaccine that contain HCG. Wala na 
po nito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Makasisigurado po ang 
ating Kinatawan mula sa BUHAY Party-List, ang ating 
kaibigan, Congressman Lito Atienza, pati ang ating 
Kapulungan, na ang ginagamit at patuloy na gagamitin 
na anti-tetanus vaccine ay walang HCG, Mme. Speaker, 
You Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Aasa po ako diyan sapagkat 
alam kong pro-life din ang ating kagalang-galang na 
Secretary, at iginagalang natin ang kaniyang pangako 
na hindi na uulitin iyong ginawang karumal-dumal na 
paglapastangan sa sinapupunan ng mga Pilipina.
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Continuing to another health problem today, 
would the Secretary assure this Body, today in our 
deliberations on their budget, that even if they run 
short of money as gleaned from simple—look at their 
budget for next year na sila po ay hindi magbebenta 
o magpapaarkila o gagamit ng mga ospital upang 
mailagay na naman for privatization, ostensibly again 
to raise money for the Health Department because 
that was one of the malpractices of the past, which 
continues to the present, necessitating us to pass a 
law as we have already passed it, that hospitals should 
never be privatized anymore.

Wala na pong tinatakbuhan ang mga mahihirap 
ngayon kundi iyong public hospitals. Kapag ito ay 
ibinenta ninyo, again, to raise the necessary funds 
according to you, kawawa naman ang mahihirap. Wala 
na nga tayong facilities, kulang na nga ang mga ospital, 
kulang ang gamot, kulang ang equipment, masakit 
po kapag ibebenta. Palagay ninyo, iyong Philippine 
Orthopedic Hospital na pinigil natin dito sa Kongreso, 
iyon po ba ay wala na sa programa nila?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, wala po sa 
programa ng DOH na magkaroon ng privatization sa 
ating mga ospital sa panahong ito, absolutely, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Then we are putting it on record 
that the intention of the law which we passed in this 
Chamber will be implemented as soon as it is signed by 
the President, that no public hospital will again be sold to 
private developers dahil iyan ay kanilang pagkakakitaan 
ng salapi na according to them, kailangang-kailangan 
ng mahihirap.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes.

REP. ATIENZA. Ang kailangan po ng mahihirap 
ay ospital and medical attention, at tungkulin nating 
tingnan ang kanilang kailangan at pondohan ito. Even 
in the middle of the year, the Department can ask for a 
supplemental budget, and I do not think any Member 
of Congress will deny them support when there is a 
need for it.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. Ang Departamento ng Kalusugan ay 
sumasang-ayon sa inyong panukala, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Again, for the record, if we were 
not able to prevent the privatization of the Philippine 
Orthopedic Hospital, the best orthopedic hospital in the 
country, nilalahat ko po, isama ninyo ang St. Luke’s, 
isama ninyo ang Makati Medical, mas magaling po 
ang Philippine Orthopedic Hospital, a public hospital 

specializing with bone fractures and problems caused 
by any breakage in the human structure. Iyan po ay 
nakatutulong sa mahihirap. Saksi ako riyan na kaya 
kailangang ituloy natin ang operations. Tulungan na 
lang natin na maiayos pa unti-unit iyong pasilidad noong 
ospital upang patuloy silang makapaglingkod sa mga 
mahihirap nating nababalian.

Ako po ay nabalian, doon ako tumakbo, hindi sa 
Makati Med. Alam ninyo kung bakit? Mas naniniwala 
ako sa mga doktor ng Philippine Orthopedic Hospital 
kesa sa mga pribadong ospital. Ganyan po kagagaling 
ang ating mga doktor. Kailangan lang ng proteksyon ng 
mga namumuno. Pero kapag na-privatize ninyo iyan, 
kaawa-awa po ang mga mahihirap sapagkat hindi na sila 
makakakuha ng libreng medical attention sa kanilang 
mga bali sa mga buto o anumang klaseng problema 
na nabibigyan ng solusyon ng Philippine Orthopedic 
Hospital.

Mayroon po ba tayong assurance na ganito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Let me continue and be more 
specific.

Ano po ba ang plano nila sa Quezon Institute? 
Ang laki-laki po ng lupang iyon na hindi nagagamit 
ngayon samantalang ang TB o tuberculosis continues 
to kill Filipinos. Actually, one of the top killers in the 
land is still tuberculosis. We have the Quezon Institute 
founded decades ago, but it seems to have failed to 
operate because, again, of privatization. Tuloy po ba 
ang privatization ng Quezon Institute grounds doon sa 
may España Extension?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, mula po noong umpisa ay hindi na sa gobyerno 
iyong Quezon Institute. Ito po ay hindi po sa DOH. 
Hindi po sa DOH iyong Quezon Institute. Ito po ay 
pribado, ngunit binibigyan po ng tulong ng DOH iyong 
Quezon Institute upang patuloy po niyang mapatakbo 
iyong kanyang mga serbisyo, Your Honor, Mme. 
Speaker. 

REP. ATIENZA. Samakatuwid, wala sa kanilang 
kamay ang Quezon Institute. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker. 

REP. ATIENZA. Sino po ang namamahala niyon?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ang namamahala po, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor, ay ang Philippine Tuberculosis 
Society. 

REP. ATIENZA. Is not that …
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ngunit ito po ay tinutulungan 
ng DOH. Subsidized po ng DOH iyong kanilang 
operations.

REP. ATIENZA. Iyon po ang pagkakaintindi ko, 
Mme. Speaker, that it is supported and subsidized by 
the government. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, tama po, Mme. 
Speaker. 

REP. ATIENZA. Kaya kung mayroon tayong 
maaaring pagkasunduan ay gamitin na natin ngayon 
iyon. Tulungan natin, dahil ngayon, iyong mayroong 
sakit na TB, hindi po tatanggapin sa pangkaraniwang 
ospital. Kapag tumakbo po iyan sa Ospital ng 
Maynila, tatanggihan iyan sapagkat ang sakit niya ay 
nakahahawa. Eh saan po pupunta ang isang mahirap 
kapag ang problema niya ay TB?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, ang gagawin po ay pipilitin po ng Department 
of Health na mas ma-utilize pa iyong capabilities ng 
nasabing ospital. Sa mga darating pong panahon ay 
mas masusuportahan pa po natin iyang ospital na iyan 
para po sa ating mga kababayan na may TB na hirap na 
hirap humanap ng kuwarto sa ibang mga ospital, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.  

REP. ATIENZA. Tama po iyon, sapagkat ang TB, 
alam ng ating mga doktor, alam ng ating Sekretaryo 
na may gamot na. Madali pong sugpuin iyan basta 
asikasuhin lang ng isang maysakit. Siya ay bibigyan ng 
karapat-dapat na gamot. Magpahinga siya, mababawi 
po niya ang kanyang kalusugan. Hindi po naman dapat 
killer disease iyan. 

Kaya with that again, with that assurance from the 
good Secretary, we are assured, we are assuaged, we 
are prevented from putting the blame on him because 
it was not his fault. Ito po ay pagkukulang ng nakaraan 
na hindi talaga binigyan ng pansin ang problema ng 
naghihirap na may sakit na Pilipino. 

Now, to center on one specific problem that we 
have also unearthed, at babalikan ko lang iyong sinabi 
ni Congressman Datol na sinabi niya na mayroon 
siyang hinihintay na mga impormasyon, eh mayroon 
din po naman akong hinihintay na impormasyon 
sapagkat sa aming imbestigasyon doon sa PhilHealth 
ay napag-alaman naming nakaubos ng P10 billion iyang 
ahensyang iyan sa pag-oopera sa mga may problema sa 
mata na matatanda, mga senior citizen. 

In our investigation, it came out in the open that 
the operations are of dubious character, simply because 
many of those operated on as we interviewed them 
did not have their eye problem solved. Sila ay hindi 
binigyan ng diagnosis na mayroon silang katarata, and 

therefore, they should be operated on. Again, in the 
course of our investigation, it came out very clearly in 
the implementation of the so-called medical program to 
help the helpless senior citizens, iyong pera ay naubos, 
subalit maraming hindi maipaliwanag, number one, 
iyong kanilang success rate of their operation. This 
is aggravated by the information that we gathered in 
the investigation that lucky, fortunate and obviously 
brilliant small hospitals and clinics were cornering the 
cataract operations.

In other words, the P10 billion were all spent, 
obviously, in connivance with certain clinics and 
medical practitioners of the eye without any reasons 
why they were not sent to dependable eye doctors and 
dependable hospitals. Nakakuha po kami ng listahan 
na binasa namin noon for the record of the committee 
investigating it at that time, at sinabi naming iharap 
ninyo itong mga klinikang ito at gusto naming makilala 
ang mga mapapalad at malalakas sa gobyerno na mga 
klinika at mga doktor na kumuha ng milyun-milyong 
piso, iyong iba sa kanila ay daan-daang milyong piso. 
Iyon po ay never na-comply ng PhilHealth. 

Mayroon po bang mga kinatawan ng PhilHealth 
dito ngayon?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mayroon po, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. ATIENZA. Kami po ay matutulungan ninyo 
nang malaki kung iyong mga klinika na nagkamal ng 
milyun-milyong salapi diyan sa programang iyan na 
kinukwestyon namin sapagkat ang sabi ng mga senior 
citizens, marami sa kanila ay wala namang katarata, 
inoperahan ang mata, nabulag at pagkatapos wala 
na pong nagawa. Walang ginawa kundi tumakbo sa 
Kongreso at dito namin ibinulgar. 

Ngayon po ba ay mayroon nang nakasuhan ang 
PhilHealth dito sa isyung ito? Dahil ang assurance 
nila noon, kakasuhan namin iyan sapagkat tama kayo. 
Kung iyan ay nangyari, dapat may managot. Mayroon 
na po bang nanagot ngayon? Mayroon po bang kasong 
isinampa ang PhilHealth o hanggang ngayon ay pangako 
po iyan? Para bagang pinangakuan na namin kayo …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Marami na pong naisampang 
kaso ang PhilHealth, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, and 
it is worthy to note that PhilHealth recently won its 
cases in the Supreme Court and in the Court of Appeals 
on these cases, of cataract cases, upholding its actions 
against the erring providers, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Marami nang kinasuhan, Mme. 
Speaker, iyon po ba ang narinig natin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Marami na pong kinasuhan 
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at marami na pong naipanalo sa Supreme Court at Court 
of Appeals, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Wala po naman sigurong 
nagbabawal na batas na bigyan ninyo kami ng 
kopya niyan sapagkat iyong aming imbestigasyon ay 
nakabukas pa po hanggang ngayon.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ibibigay po sa inyo ngayon, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Maraming salamat po doon sa 
assurance na iyon sapagkat kailangang itigil ito at 
maititigil ito ni Secretary Duque. I believe he can 
do something about it. I believe that PhilHealth will 
become more careful in the dispensation, utilization of 
the funds allocated for our senior citizens. Sa puntong 
ito ay mayroon din akong itatanong na maaari naman 
nating sagutin. Iyon po bang PhilHealth ay hindi po ba 
magandang ilagay na natin iyan sa DOH bilang isang 
ahensya na pangangalagaan ng DOH at hindi as an 
independent Body?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
ang PhilHealth po ay isang attached agency ng DOH. 
Under po ng DOH ang PhilHealth, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. ATIENZA. So ngayon po ba ay kontrolado na 
ng ating mabuting Sekretaryo ang lahat ng nangyayari 
sa PhilHealth?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Chairman of the Board po, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, si Secretary ng PhilHealth. 
Ang Secretary po natin ng DOH ay Chairman ng 
PhilHealth, Chairman of the Board ng PhilHealth, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Eh kung ganoon po, Mme. 
Speaker, we would expect reforms in the management 
of PhilHealth as it is the only agency that the helpless 
elderly and Filipinos who are requiring medical 
attention—at kapapasa lang natin ng batas dito noong 
isang araw requiring, again, PhilHealth to provide 
health insurance to all senior citizens and including 
those Filipinos suffering from disabilities, persons with 
disabilities. Iyong mga may kaunting diperensya ay 
bigyan ng benepisyo ng PhilHealth. 

Iyan po ay naipasá na natin at inaasahan nating 
ipatutupad ng ating butihing Sekretaryo ngayon na 
alam kong hindi gagamit ng tetanus toxoid, hindi po 
gagamit ng Dengvaxia, at uusigin lahat, lahat iyong mga 
may sala para makapagturo tayo ng tamang mensahe 
na ang ating gobyerno ay nangangalaga ng kalusugan 
at hindi kinukunan ng yaman na nakalaan para sa mga 
mahihirap. 

Mme. Speaker, with those assurances, this 
Representation will now wait for the list of clinics 
and hospitals which have cornered the P10-billion 
appropriation which no one can explain kung bakit 
natumpok doon sa mga klinikang iyon. Puwede po 
nating hintayin kung sabi ninyo hawak na ninyo ngayon 
para po naman matulungan natin ang ating Kagawaran 
nang ang budget ninyo ay maaprubahan na.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. ATIENZA. Thank you, Mme. Speaker, thank 
you.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize Rep. Tomasito “Tom” S. Villarin from 
AKBAYAN Party-List.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Rep. 
Tom Villarin is now recognized. 

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you, Mme. Speaker. 
Thank you, Majority Leader.

Iyong G. Isponsor ba ay bukas na magkaroon ng 
katanungan?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Bukas po, Mme. Speaker, 
mula sa ating kaibigan na Tom Villarin, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Maraming salamat, Mme. 
Speaker, G. Isponsor.

Dito po sa budget natalakay na kanina na 
talagang mayroong 25 percent decrease ng budget 
po sa Department of Health. Siguro ito na iyong 
pinakamalaking ahensiya na nakaltasan ng budget. Dito 
ho sa pagbaba ng P25.534 billion, ano po sa budget na 
ito iyong may pinakamalaking ibinawas?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
humigit-kumulang P30 billion po iyong nabawas sa 
budget ng DOH.

REP. VILLARIN. P30 billion, hindi lang P25 
billion.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Hindi lang po P25 billion, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, iyong P30 billion na po na 
iyan ay ito po iyong Health Facilities Enhancement 
Program.
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Karamihan po, malaking 
porsyento po nito, Mme. Speaker, ay mula po sa health 
facilities po, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Iyong isang kadahilanan na 
sinasabi ng DBM na binawasan ito ay iyong absorptive 
capacity ng Departamento. Puwede hong pakiliwanag 
ano po iyong nangyari dito hinggil sa absorptive capacity?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
noong taon po ng 2017 at 2018 ay nagkaroon po ng low 
utilization ang DOH sa pamamagitan po ng payment 
scheme o mode of payment o tinatawag na delayed 
billing na 50 percent. Sa phase implementation po o 
contiguous project scheme ay 30 percent naman. Ito po 
iyong mga low utilization, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor. 
Sa bid failures po or delayed bidding ay 25 percent. 
Inuulit ko po, ito po ay sa taong 2017 at ng 2018. Sa 
project modification po ay 10 percent, issues with proof 
of land ownership site ay 6 percent, ito po iyong HFEP 
allocation, at sa late payments po ay 5 percent, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Samakatuwid, ang mga 
kadahilanan po ay hindi dahil nagkulang iyong 
Departamento kundi mayroong mga factors na labas sa 
kamay at ito po ay mga proyekto na hindi lang naman 
isang proyekto kundi umaabot ho yata ng libo, higit sa 
1,000 proyekto o 2,000 proyekto itong HFEP.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Ako po ay nakikiisa doon sa 
panawagan na sana huwag nating parusahan iyong DOH 
dahil itong mga facilities pong ito ay talagang kailangan 
ng taumbayan at ako po ay nakikiisa doon sa mataasan 
iyong budget ng DOH hinggil po dito sa HFEP at again, 
maganda hong ginawa natin dito sa House dahil nga 
nagdagdag tayo ng P3 billion doon po sa nakaltas sa 
DPWH. But again, posible naman na makahanap pa tayo 
ng mga line-item budgets na hindi naman kinakailangan 
na puwede ho nating madagdagan dito sa HFEP, at ito 
ay, again, dahil nga kinokolekta ho iyong pondo ng 
HFEP mula sa Sin Tax Law at sa Sin Tax Law na iyan, 
talagang nakalagay na 80 percent ay igugugol iyong 
koleksyon mula sa Sin Tax Law para sa kalusugan, 
then mayroon talagang source of funds. Kayo ho ba, 
G. Isponsor, ay naniniwala na dapat ito ang direksyon 
hinggil dito sa pagpondo na mataasan dahil wala naman 
hong—kumbaga may source of funds mula dito sa 
Sin Tax Law. Bakit hindi natin talaga siyang gamitin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
ang Departamento pong ito ay nakikiisa at sumasang-
ayon sa panukala ng ating kasamang Mambabatas Tom 

Villarin at nawa po ay tunay na madagdagan pa iyong 
budget ng Kagawaran na ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Siguro po, ako po ay nananawagan 
na puwede pa nating himayin iyong mga ibang budget 
ng ahensya na kung saan puwedeng mapagkunan. 
Now, dito po sa Health Human Resources Deployment 
Program, mula sa P9.6 billion, ito po ay naging P1.2 
billion na lamang. Tama po ba ko?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor. Pero ito po ay nailipat sa Miscellaneous Fund.

REP. VILLARIN. So, ito po ay..

REP. SY-ALVARADO. So, Miscellaneous Personnel 
Fund, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, na magagamit din 
naman ng DOH para sa ating mga empleyado, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, ito po ay kukunin mula doon 
sa MPBF na isang Special Purpose Fund na kung saan 
ang opisina ng ating Pangulo ang siyang may hawak 
noong SPF or ito lang ba ay source or budget source 
pero ang hahawak pa rin noong pondo ay DOH?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. DBM po ang hahawak ng 
pondo, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. DBM. Pero dito sa MPBF, 
magkano na ngayon iyong pondo na nasa MPBF. Alam 
ho ba natin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mahigit P51 billion po, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, iyong sa MPBF, diyan po ba 
kukunin iyong human resource? Bago lang iyong House 
of Representatives po ay naglaan ng P3 billion para 
doon sa Human Resource Deployment. Ibig sabihin, 
kung kukunin ang P8.4 billion na kulang sa nawala for 
2019 ay iyon lang po ang maso-source sa MPBF.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, sa ngayon 
po ay iyon po iyong maso-source ngunit patuloy po 
na nakikipag-ugnayan ang Kagawaran ng Kalusugan 
sa ating gobyerno na makumpleto po natin ito bago 
matapos ang taong ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Salamat, G. Isponsor. Kasi po 
itong Representasyon ding ito ay may nakikita din na 
puwedeng paglaanan o realignment. Isa na po diyan, 
imumungkahi ko po sana sa tamang panahon na iyong 
P320 million na budget ng PCOO na hindi naman 
nagagamit sa tama ay mas magandang mailipat na natin 
dito sa DOH. 
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At kanina, doon po sa deliberasyon sa budget po 
ng Office of the President, mayroon pong P3 billion na 
Oversight on National Security Concerns na isang lump 
sum na hiningan ho natin ng breakdown, pero, again, 
sa tamang panahon ay posible rin nating mapagkunan, 
kung hindi naman talaga mas importante, at puwedeng 
ilaan po natin sa DOH. Iyon po iyong mga naiisip ng 
Representasyong ito na posible na marami namang 
puwedeng pagkunan, na puwedeng ma-realign natin 
sa budget ng DOH.

Now, ang sunod na katanungan, ito po ay hinggil 
sa polisiya. Kamakailan lang, ang AKBAYAN ay isa 
sa principal authors ng dalawa pong batas, iyong ating 
RA No. 11036, the Philippine Mental Health Law, at 
iyong RA No. 10932, Strengthening the Anti-Hospital 
Deposit Law. Gusto ko po sanang mabigyan ng update 
kung ano na po ang nangyayari dito sa implementasyon 
ng batas na ito.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Sa Philippine Mental 
Health Law po, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, ay 
kasalukuyang ginagawa ang IRR at ito po ay inaasahang 
matatapos bago po dumating ang buwan ng Nobyembre, 
Hinihikayat din po ng Kagawaran ng Kalusugan na 
makasama sa gumagawa ng IRR ang ating minamahal 
na Kongresista mula sa Party-List AKBAYAN para po 
masiguro na ang batas na ito ay tunay namang para sa 
mamamayang Pilipino.

REP. VILLARIN. Maraming salamat po hinggil 
diyan at makakaasa po iyong DOH sa aming lubos 
na pakikipagtulungan. At dahil importante nga ho 
itong batas na ito, sana sa susunod na mga budget 
hearings makikita din natin na may talagang specific na 
paglalaanan. Gaya din ho sa Anti-Hospital Deposit Law 
na kung saan marami pa ring complaints at kaakibat 
dito ay iniisip din natin na itulak iyong may sinasabi 
hong kapag hindi daw nakabayad sa ospital ay hindi 
pinapalabas sa ospital iyong ating mga pasyente.

Bukod sa Anti-Hospital Deposit Law, ano ho ba ang 
sa tingin natin na puwedeng maging polisiya dito sa mga 
kaso na kung saan ang mga pasyente na naka-confine at 
walang maibayad, lalung-lalo na sa private hospital, ay 
ikinukulong sa mga ospital? Mayroon tayong …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Bukod po sa Anti-Hospital 
Deposit Law, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, ay mayroon 
din po tayong Anti-Hospital Detention pagdating sa 
DOH kung saan iyong mga kababayan po natin na 
mahihirap na hindi makapagbayad ay bawal ma-detain 
dahil lang hindi sila makapagbayad ng kanilang bill sa 
ospital. Ito po ay isa sa mga measures na ipinatutupad 
ng Kagawaran at inaasahan po natin na patuloy 
pang mararamdaman ng sambayanang Pilipino ang 
pagmamahal po ng gobyerno sa kanilang lahat, Mme. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Maraming salamat po at 
inaasahan din po natin na makapag-provide ng datos 
na iyong DOH hinggil sa implementasyon nitong Anti-
Hospital Deposit Law dahil mahalaga ho na tutukan 
natin, iyong monitoring dito sa dalawang batas, iyong 
Anti-Hospital Deposit at iyong Anti-Detention Law. 

Now, doon po sa usapin ngayon ng inflation, 
iyong pagtaas ng presyo. Kasi alam natin na hindi lang 
pagkain kung hindi iyong gamot at mga gastusing 
pangkalusugan ay nagmamamahal din. So, mayroon ho 
bang ginagawang pag-aaral iyong Kagawaran hinggil sa 
ano ho iyong naging impact ng rising prices, ng inflation 
sa usapin ng nutrisyon, at sa usapin ng well-being ng 
ating mga kababayan. At kung mayroon naman po, ano 
ho iyong mga specific na mga interventions?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
patuloy po ang DOH na nagbibigay ng mga libreng gamot 
sa ating mga pamayanan, at mayroon pong price index 
na sinusunod ang DOH, at malaki po ang ipinapataw 
na parusa para sa mga hindi nakakasunod po dito. 

Sa atin pong mga kababayan, lalung-lalo na 
iyong mga kapapanganak pa lamang, sa panahon po 
ng kataasan ng ating inflation ay patuloy pa rin po 
iyong pagsuporta ng DOH sa ating mga kabataan o 
sa ating mga sanggol, pati po sa kanilang ina sa loob 
ng una nilang 1,000 araw. Sa unang 1,000 araw po 
nila, pinipilit po ng DOH na ma-reduce ang maternal 
undernutrition, lalung-lalo na ang pagkamatay ng mga 
bata mula sa bagong panganak hanggang sa ikalawa 
niyang taon, ang low birth weight at ang stunting and 
wasting. At pinipilit naman po ng DOH na mapataas 
ang children’s developmental milestones, iyon pong 
coverage of services at exclusive breastfeeding and 
appropriate complimentary feeding practices sa ating 
mga kababayan, kagaya po ng una kong nabanggit, sa 
unang 1,000 araw po.

REP. VILLARIN. Maraming salamat din po, G. 
Isponsor, dahil mahalaga iyong first 1,000 days, at 
bago lang na may polisiya na nailusot iyong dalawang 
Kongreso hinggil sa first 1,000 days na pagtutok. 

Ngayon naman, muli kong babalikan pala iyong 
nabanggit ko kanina na hinihingi kong datos sa anti-
hospital detention kasi mayroon din po palang mga 
kaso na ang naho-hostage ay iyong bangkay. So, kung 
pwedeng ma-monitor din ho natin iyong …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mme. Speaker, …

REP. VILLARIN. … mga ganoong kaso.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. … ibibigay po sa Lunes po.

REP. VILLARIN. Mga death certificates nila ang 
dine-detain na kapag hindi na buhay iyong bangkay, 
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hindi nari-release iyong bangkay, and even the death 
certificates. So, iyon lang din po.

Now, kanina po nabanggit iyong usapin noong sa 
HIV-AIDS. Mayroon yatang nabanggit kayo na hindi 
pa ho epidemic level iyong …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Ano po iyong basehan natin 
kapag sinabing iyong HIV-AIDS cases sa Pilipinas ay 
hindi pa umabot sa epidemic level?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your 
Honor, iyon po kasing epidemic cases po ay kapag 
umabot na tayo sa 5 percent ng populasyon. Malayo 
pa po tayo doon, nasa less than 1 percent pa lamang 
po, pero bagamat less than 1 percent ay napakarami na 
po ng bilang na iyan. Ginagawa na po ng DOH lahat 
ng makakaya ng Departamentong ito upang masugpo 
po iyong sakit na HIV at maproteksyunan naman at 
mabigyan ng kahalagahan at tamang pag-aaruga iyong 
mga tao at kababayan natin na mayroon na po nito, 
Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Maganda ho iyong statement, 
pero iyon nga lang, sana huwag natin antayin pa, kasi 
noong bago lang itong Representasyong ito, kasama 
si Cong. Kaka Bag-ao ng Dinagat Islands, kami po ay 
naghain noong National HIV/AIDS Policy. Ibig sabihin, 
dapat matutukan ito. Sa ngayon ay lumusot na, at ganun 
din po sa Senado, iyong pagdinig dahil nga kahit hindi 
pa umabot sa 5 percent po ay mayroong mga pag-aaral 
na simula noong 2007 hanggang sa kasalukuyan na 
talagang sinasabi ho na noong 2016 ay umabot na sa 
9,264 cases. At sa latest report, umaakyat iyong bilang 
ng mga HIV/AIDS cases. Ito po ay reported. Hindi natin 
alam pa kung gaano karami iyong hindi nare-report.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mme. Speaker, Your Honor, 
kasama ninyo po ang Representasyong ito, pati po ang 
buong Departamento ng DOH, sa paglaban po sa sakit 
na HIV at sa pag-aalaga po ng mga kababayan natin na 
mayroon nang sakit na ito.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Iyon lang po. Ang gusto 
nga natin ay matutukan ito tapos, again, gusto rin 
naming malaman kung ito pong anti-retro viral drugs 
for people o persons living with HIV/AIDS, ito po ba ay 
mayroon pa tayong supply at naipapamahagi pa rin ba 
ito? Ito po iyong drug na Nevirapine, iyong anti retro-
viral drug kasi po mayroon ho yatang bagong polisiya 
na or hindi pa ho ito nade-deliver at ito po iyong sa 
kasalukuyan na state-of-the-art. Ito po iyong drug na 
talagang anti-retro viral na kinakailangan ng ating mga 
PLHIVs. Mayroon ho ba tayong supply sa DOH?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mayroon pong sapat na 
supply ang DOH. Ito po ay makukuha, Mme. Speaker, 
Your Honor, nang libre ng ating mga kababayan na 
infected ng sakit na ito. At napatunayan po na basta 
po iinumin nila ito regularly according to prescription 
ay mabubuhay po sila nang kasing haba ng buhay ng 
normal na Pilipino, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, maraming salamat naman 
po na mayroon palang supply hinggil dito. Iyong huli 
kong katanungan, G. Isponsor, Mme. Speaker, ay 
iyong hinihingi lang nitong Representasyong ito iyong 
suporta din ng DOH doon sa panukala na magkaroon 
ng National Autism Council. Siguro, sa susunod na mga 
committee hearings ng Committee on Health ng House 
of Reprsentatives ay makuha namin iyong suporta.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ibinibigay po ng DOH ang 
suporta ng buong Departamento sa panukala ng ating 
kapatid na Tom Villarin mula sa Party-List AKBAYAN, 
at naniniwala po ang DOH na malaki po ang maitutulong 
ng panukalang ito, Mme. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Maraming salamat, G. Isponsor 
at maraming salamat din, Mme. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mme. Speaker, I move that 
we recognize Rep. Salvador B. Belaro Jr., of 1-ANG 
EDUKASYON Party-List.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Escudero). Hon. 
Salvador Belaro Jr. is now recognized. 

Hon. Tom Belaro, you are now recognized.

REP. BELARO. Mme. Speaker, may I request that 
the distinguished Sponsor yield to some questions.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mme. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. At the outset, Mme. Speaker, 
I would like to thank the Department of Health for 
providing me with the reports that I requested during 
their budget presentation.

First, Mme. Speaker, I would like to ask about 
telemedicine. This Representation is one of the 
advocates in Congress of the promotion of telemedicine, 
and this will be the gauge of a visionary Secretary, 
and I believe the good Secretary Duque is one of 
them, because it would answer the need for the health 
requirements of our kababayan in far-flung areas. Given 
a population of around 100 million already, this requires 
a creative imagination to see to it that this would serve 
constituencies in far-flung areas.
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My question is in relation to telemedicine. Sa inyo 
pong proposed budget, saan po kaya naka-reflect doon, 
if any, iyong budget for telemedicine?

While the good Sponsor, distinguished Sponsor, 
is consulting with the DOH team, may I refer you to 
portions and operations of the budget, perhaps it could 
only refer to the following: Access to Promotive and 
Preventive Healthcare Services such as the Health Policy 
and Standards Development Program, Health System 
Strengthening Program, Public Health Program, Access 
to Curative and Rehabilitative Healthcare Services, 
Access to Safe and Health Quality Commodities, Devices 
and Facilities, and Access to Social Health Protection. 

Mayroon po ba dito sa budget na ito para sa 
telemedicine? How much and ano po iyong allocation 
niya by region?

At this juncture, Deputy Speaker Escudero 
relinquished the Chair to Deputy Speaker Raneo 
“Ranie” E. Abu.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mayroon po, Mr. 
Speaker, at ito po ay nakasama sa Health Information 
Technology.

REP. BELARO. Health Information Technology.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, P874 million po ang 
total nito at ibibigay na lamang po iyong listahan sa 
ating Congressman from the 1-ANG EDUKASYON 
Party-List, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Marami pong salamat. That is very 
reassuring, Mr. Speaker.

I would now go to one of the documents I 
requested during the budget presentation, which is the 
Statement of Appropriations, Allotments, Obligations, 
Disbursements, and Balances. And I would like to 
draw the attention of the good Sponsor to General 
Administration and Support.

First question in this regard, so as also for the 
elucidation of everybody, distinguished Sponsor, would 
you agree with me that the term “General Administration 
and Support” would refer to the overall administrative 
management’s operation and support to the entire 
agency operations? Would that be correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. And that when you speak about 
General Administration and Support, two components 
thereof are General Management and Supervision, as 
well as Administration of Personal Benefits. Would that 
be a correct statement?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is accurate, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Now, Mr. Speaker, let me go to 
the portion on the budget on General Management and 
Supervision. Would you confirm to this Representation 
that the appropriation for General Management and 
Supervision under the 2018 GAA is P648,588,000? Is 
that correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is right, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Now, Mr. Speaker, out of 
these appropriations, how much was released to the 
Department of Health? Kaya po ako nag-request ng 
Statement of Appropriations, Allotments, Obligations, 
Disbursement and Balances; that is the relevance of 
this request.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 100 percent was released 
to the Department, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. I think that must be the truth.
Now, out of this allotment, how much was obligated, 

Mr. Speaker, as of June 30, 2018? Just to be—by way 
of aid—in the search for their correct numerical data, 
is it P348,334,710? Is that correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, that is 
correct.

REP. BELARO. And I have here a data that out 
of the obligated allotments, the amount that has been 
disbursed as of June 30, 2018 is P293,369,555, correct? 
Correct, so far, so good.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is right, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. So far, so good, Mr. Speaker. But, 
if we go to the portion, Administration of Personnel 
Benefits, it yields a different situation. Let me draw 
now to the attention of the good Sponsor to the portion, 
under the 2018 GAA on Administration of Personnel 
Benefits. First question in this regard, do you confirm 
with this Representation that the appropriations for 
Administration of Personnel Benefits is P8,135,838,000. 
Is that correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker, that is correct.

REP. BELARO. Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, because 
of budgetary adjustments, the adjusted appropriations 
for Administration of Personnel Benefits alone is already 
P9,721,932,970. Correct po ba ito, P9,721,932,970 total 
adjusted appropriations for Administration of Personnel 
Benefits alone?
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is correct, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Thank you, distinguished Sponsor. 
But the deviation in data that I am referring to is, we need 
to draw our attention to the portion on the allotments 
received. Out of P9 billion, my data here reflect that 
the DOH only was able to obligate P549,608,029 or 
roughly less than one-third of the allotments received, 
and out of the obligated allotments, the disbursement—
disbursement na po ito—amounted to P526,518,770. 
So, even in an obligation rate of less than a third of 
the received allotments, the DOH was not able to fully 
disburse the obligations incurred. Is this correct? Is this 
a correct observation?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, that is correct 
but it is only up to June 2018.

REP. BELARO. June 30, 2018. We are already—
January, February, March, April, May, June—we are 
already half of the year.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. So, therefore, as of June 30, 2018, 
per the document that I requested from the DOH, the 
unobligated allotment is P1,049,392,101. But just to 
complete the story, Mr. Speaker, and in fairness to the 
DOH family, the reason perhaps that it was not yet 
obligated or released at this time is that these are funds 
for later release. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Correct, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. So, on one hand, I will be honest. I 
am in a quandary, as to the officials of the DOH, because 
of this nature of the fund. However, my imagination is 
running not only wild but crazy, because at this point, six 
months after the appropriation—we are already in the 
middle of the year, I cannot fathom how the DOH could 
spend the unreleased appropriations of P8,122,932,839. 
Kalahating taon na po tayo. May I solicit an opinion 
from the distinguished Sponsor.

So, ang sitwasyon po ngayon, Mr. Speaker, is that 
kalahating taon na po tayo, mayroon pa ho tayong 
kailangang gastusin sa appropriations ng DOH na 
P8,122,932,839. Mr. Speaker, in this regard and just 
to—para lang po ma-accelerate ang pace ng aking 
questioning, because they are related, ito po ang mga 
katanungan ko, kasi po kapag later release siya, dapat 
po mayroon siyang special budget request. Nag-request 
po ba ang DOH para ito ay ma-release?

Kung ito po ay hindi pa na-release ng DBM, ano 
kaya ang reasons kung bakit hindi pa ito na-release 
ng DBM? Kung ito naman po ay nasa Central Office, 

ano naman po ang reason bakit ito ay nai-park natin sa 
Central Office with such a huge amount, and the general 
question I would like to propose to the good Sponsor 
of the DOH is that under that scenario of more than P8 
billion—middle of the year at magki-Christmas na po, 
papasok na iyong mga holiday, are we here? Is the good 
Sponsor trying to convince the general public, as well 
as this august Body, that we can actually have this fund 
released, obligated, accepted, disbursed and inspected? 
I think, under the situation, considering the magnitude 
of the amount involved, that is very fair, but a question 
demanded by the general public. May I be enlightened 
by such a query, distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong pinag-uusapan na P8 billion ay unfilled 
positions po sa DOH, kaya hindi po ito nire-request pa 
ng DOH, pero sa panahon pong ito ay patuloy pa rin ang 
hiring ng DOH upang makumpleto po iyong unfilled 
positions na ito, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. BELARO. We are, Mr. Speaker, just to 
evaluate the cogency of the proposition advanced by 
the distinguished Sponsor, we only have six months. Is 
it correct to assume from the end of this Representation 
that if assuming, arguendo, that is correct, that it only 
consists of unfilled positions, that could be done within 
the time frame of six months considering we will have 
holidays for the next “ber” months. What can you say 
about this observation, distinguished Sponsor? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, 
continuous po ang hiring o ang paghahanap ng mga 
tamang empleyado and qualified workers ng DOH, 
bagamat marami po sa nais pumasok sa DOH ang 
hindi po qualified pagdating sa Civil Service, kasi po 
masyado pong mataas iyong Qualification Standards ng 
Civil Service, kaya napakarami po sa ating mga health 
worker ay hindi po pumapasa dito sa qualification na ito. 
Iyan po ang kadahilanan kung bakit iyong P8 billion na 
pera po ng ating mga mamamayan na dapat ay magamit 
ng DOH para po doon sa mga worker po na ating 
kinakailangan para pag—augmentation workers po ito 
para sa ating mga pamayanan, sa ating mga barangay, sa 
ating mga munisipyo, ay hindi po makumpleto. Gayon 
na rin po, hindi po hinihingi ng DOH iyong P8 bilyong 
pondong iyan sa DBM sapagkat wala pong batayan para 
hingin po ito ng DOH, sapagkat hindi po ito magagastos 
hangga’t hindi po napupuno iyong posisyon na magku-
qualify sa Civil Service Commission, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, this Representation is 
quite saddened by the realization that it is caused by the 
stringent requirements of the Civil Service Commission. 
In this regard, this Representation would like to request 
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the good Committee on Appropriations to look into this 
matter seriously. Because at this time, I always believe 
that the problem is that there are low salaries for our 
nurses, for our medical doctors and health professionals. 
In fact, they are complaining that because they already 
increased the salaries of our military personnel, then 
they should also increase the compensations of DOH 
workers. And yet, here we are, we have P8 billion fund 
which looms to be unspent for the next six months, 
reverting to the general fund when it is not spent. 

Right now, I could not say anything but regret, 
because it is something—it will require some cooperation 
with the Civil Service Commission and the Department 
of Health. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, a little creativity, a little 
vision will suffice. What this Representation could have 
done is only to drumbeat the urgency of the situation. 
We have P8 billion, Mr. Speaker, that looms to be 
unspent and to return to the general fund.

With that manifestation, I hope that the good 
Committee will take not only a look but a closer look 
into this item because we are here facing the scenario 
of having a huge amount of money being wasted due 
to inconsistent government policies. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

My last point refers to the Bicol Medical Center. 
Ako po kasi ay taga-Bicol kaya naiintindihan ko po ang 
sitwasyon ng around six-million-population Bicolanos 
who are anchoring their hopes on the medical center, 
the Bicol Medical Center, as a first-class- supposed-
to-be medical institution that will serve their medical 
needs. 

Two years ago, nagtayo po ng tatlong building 
worth P1.2 billion, and the tragedy is that, two years 
thereafter, these two buildings are now white elephants 
because they are not used, they do not have equipment, 
they do not have patients, at least, iyon po sa nagawa.

Ang nakita ko pong rason dito is that kasi daw ay 
mayroon daw pong imbestigasyon na ginagawa ang 
PACC. Mr. Speaker, I am not convinced that the mere 
fact that there is an investigation, this should be a reason 
to forestall the furnishing of equipment to this medical 
center. I think it is part of due diligence on the part of 
the administration as well as the DOH to see to it that 
the P1.2-billion investment is not wasted.

Let me just end, Mr. Speaker, this interpellation 
with a manifestation. Ito pong kaso ng Bicol Medical 
Center ay isang kaso ng isang white elephant. Malinaw 
na malinaw po that we could see the whiteness of 
that elephant. Ang pakiusap ko lang po sa DOH at sa 
Committee on Appropriations, ito pong white elephant 
na ito ay ating hulihin kung hindi man patayin or kung 
hindi man po ay ibenta para magamit natin sa pagbili ng 
mga equipment para dito sa Bicol Medical Center.

Iyon lang po. Maraming-maraming salamat po, 
Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor. Thank you very 
much.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you, 
Representative Belaro. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Rep. France L. Castro of ACT TEACHERS 
Party-List, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Rep. France 
Castro from ACT TEACHERS Party-List is recognized 
to interpellate the good Sponsor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Marami pong salamat, G. 
Ispiker. 

Muli po, sa atin pong kagalang-galang na Sponsor, 
puwede po bang makapag-inquire ng ilan pong mga 
question na may patungkol sa budget ng DOH?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Maaari po, Mr. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Salamat po.
Ang akin lang pong katanungan ay magfo-focus 

doon sa PhilHealth. So, nandiyan pa po ba ang mga 
representative natin sa PhilHealth, Mr. Sponsor?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, one-minute 
suspension of the session.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 6:15 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 6:18 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you po, Mr. 
Speaker.

Noon pong 2013, mayroon pong PhilHealth 
Circular at ang DOH about the expansion of Primary 
Care Benefit 1 Package to cover personnel of the 
Department of Education. So, ito po iyong may 
kinalaman sa proyekto ng Department of Health through 
the PhilHealth, at nakalagay po dito iyong mga benefit 
na makukuha po ng mga empleyado ng Department 
of Education, kaugnay nga po doon sa, unang-una 
po iyong diagnosis or diagnostic examinations. So, 
maganda po itong proyektong ito with the Department 
of Education. Pero, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, a year 
ago, hiningi ko po from the PhilHealth iyong data 
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natin about the beneficiaries nitong programang ito. 
So, hanggang ngayon po, hindi pa po nakararating sa 
Representasyong ito, Mr. Speaker, iyong hinihiling 
natin na mga dokumento dahil sinasabi po ng mga 
teacher, sinasabi po ng mga empleyado na hindi raw 
effective itong programa na ito na nag-a-allot ng P500 
annually para sa bawat DepEd employee na ma-enroll 
dito sa program na ito.

Mr. Speaker, puwede po ba, Mr. Sponsor, na 
matanong natin ang PhilHealth kung nasaan na po iyong 
dokumentong hinihiling natin kaugnay nito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sa panahon pong ito ay tinaasan na ng PhilHealth from 
P500 at ginawa na pong P800, pero pinipilit pong abutin 
ng PhilHealth iyon pong naunang proposal na P1,800 
para sa bawat pamilya ng ating mga kababayan, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Hindi po iyon ang itinatanong 
ko, Mr. Speaker. Ang itinatanong ko po ay mayroon 
bang records ang ating PhilHealth ng mga beneficiaries 
na nag-avail nitong programang ito? Okay naman po 
na tinaasan, pero gusto ko lang pong malaman at nang 
ma-evaluate natin kung effective nga ba talaga itong 
programang ito, ilan po iyong nag-avail na mga DepEd 
employees at magkano ang ginastos dito.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, mayroon 
po tayong datos, at sa DepEd po ang grand total po 
ay 158,000 ang mga members po na nag-avail, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, puwede po 
bang makuha ang report ng PhilHealth sa bawat region, 
sa bawat division, at kung ilan po iyong mga nag-avail. 
Maaari po bang makuha iyong breakdown noong mga 
datos na ito.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). At kung ano po iyong in-
avail na mga services in accordance po dito sa circular? 
Itinatanong ko po ito, Mr. Speaker, dahil isa po sa 
adbokasiya ng ACT TEACHERS Party-List ay iyong 
libreng medical exam sana sa ating mga kaguruan at 
empleyado ng Department of Education dahil hanggang 
sa ngayon po ay hindi pa po ipinatutupad o hindi pa 
nai-implement iyong Magna Carta for Public School 
Teachers o R.A. No. 4670, Section 22, na kung saan, 
nagmamandato po sa Department of Education sana na 
mag-provide ng pondo para doon sa medical diagnosis 
and treatment noong mga magkakasakit na mga 
teachers natin. Pero ang ginawa po ng DOH through 
the PhilHealth at saka ng DepEd ay itong PhilHealth 

Circular na ito na kung saan nagkaroon po ng MOA 
or Memorandum of Agreement ang ahensya kaugnay 
nito. So, sinasabi kasi na hindi effective itong circular 
na ito sa ating mga kaguruan. Sayang naman po iyong 
pondo kung mayroon nang inilalaang pondo dito ang 
Department of Education upang magamit sa magiging 
effective na programa.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
pag-aaralan pong muli ng PhilHealth kung paano po mas 
epektibong maipatutupad po ang panukalang ito upang 
mas mapakinabangan po ng ating mga kababayan, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, last year pa po 
iyang sagot ng PhilHealth sa atin, pag-aaralan. Isang 
taon na, so ganoon pa rin po. Ito, 2013 pa po itong 
Circular na ito pero wala pa pong evaluation, at wala 
pa pong report na ibinibigay. Nakalagay din dito, kung 
babasahin ko po iyong evaluation and monitoring: 

 PhilHealth and DepEd shall monitor 
and evaluate implementation of PCB1 for 
DepEd personnel and act on identified 
issues concerning implementation of policy 
issuance …

So, 2013 pa ito, Mr. Speaker. Ilang taon na ngayon. 
Five years na o last year ko pa nga hinihiling. So, hanggang 
ngayon, Mr. Speaker, pinag-aaralan pa ng PhilHealth …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). … itong kanilang ano, 
programa.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, iyon pong 
pag-aaral at iyong katanungan po ng ating minamahal 
na Hon. France L. Castro noong nakaraang taon, ang 
naging resulta po nito ay iyong karagdagang P300, na 
mula sa P500 ay naging P800 na po iyong allotment ng 
PhilHealth. Napakalaking bagay po na naipanukala po 
ito ng ating kasamang Mambabatas na si Hon. France L. 
Castro na pinaniniwalaan nating nakakatulong sa ating 
mga kababayan, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you Mr. Sponsor. 
Sinabi po ng PhilHealth na mayroon daw pong 

nakinabang na 158,000 na mga teachers dito. Alam 
ninyo po, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, kung ilan po ang 
mga teachers sa public schools natin, mayroon po tayo 
ngayong 700,000 to 800,000 na mga empleyado at 
guro sa ating sistema. So, iyong 158,000, napakaliit po 
nito kung tutuusin. Out of 700,000 ang naabot nitong 
programa na ito. So, makikita ba natin na successful 
itong programang ito? 
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, hindi man 
po lahat ay nakapag-avail, Your Honor, pero makikita 
naman pong successful dahil iyong mga nagkakasakit 
po kasi ang nag-a-avail, kumukuha o humihingi ng 
programang ito. Ibig sabihin po ay hindi po ganoong 
karami iyong nagkaroon ng sakit na kinailangang 
humingi sa PhilHealth ng programang ito, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Mr. Speaker, hindi po sa 
mga—sa pagkakasakit po, ito po ay diagnostic, parang 
diagnostic test pa lang po ito. So, 158K—158,000 
na teachers po ang nag-avail, pero marami pong 
mga teachers na dumudukot pa sa sarili nilang bulsa 
para sa mga diagnostic tests na ito. Ano po ba iyong 
kulang dito para lahat po ng mga teachers ay maka-
avail ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, …

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Kulang po ba tayo ng 
advertisement sa ating mga kaguruan? Baka may kulang 
po doon. Hindi ba nakita iyon sa pag-aaral. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
muli pong pag-aaralan katulad po ng ginawa ng 
PhilHealth noong nakaraang taon na pinag-aralan nila 
at nagresulta sa karagdagang P300 na naibibigay dito 
sa programang ito. Muli pong pag-aaralan kung may 
kakulangan sa mga advertisement at iba pang mga 
alituntunin, kung kaya hindi po ito naa-avail o hinihingi 
ng ating mga minamahal na bayaning guro. 

Inaasahan po natin at hindi naman po tayo nagdarasal 
na marami sa ating mga guro ay makaramdam ng 
sakit, ngunit mas marami po sanang makikinabang 
sa proyektong ito ng PhilHealth, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Tama po iyon, Mr. Speaker. 
So, siyempre hindi naman po natin ipinapanalangin na 
dumami iyong magkasakit among our teachers. Ito nga 
lang po ay preventive. 

Alam ba ninyo na naranasan ko na dahil sa liit ng 
suweldo na titiisin iyong sakit? Pumasok pa rin ako 
dahil sa kakulangan ng suweldo at walang medical 
benefit na available agad. Tiisin na lang po iyong lagnat, 
sipon para lang po—dahil alam ko po na bawat pumunta 
sa ospital kung wala kang P1,000 at talagang kawawa 
po ang mga kaguruan. 

So sana po, Mr. Speaker, G. Sponsor, ay matulungan 
ninyo rin po ako na makuha iyong hinahanap nating 
data, at makuha din po iyong ginawang evaluation ng 
ating PhilHealth to the Department of Health kaugnay 
nito po. At siguro, willing po ang Representasyong 
ito na umupo into a dialogue with the Department of 

Health, and with PhilHealth para po makapag-isip 
kung paano po natin ima-maximize itong programang 
ito ng DOH. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

Magiging masaya po ang PhilHealth at ang 
Department of Health na makipag-usap at magkaroon 
ng consultation sa ating kasama na Congresswoman 
France Castro.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Related din po ito sa 
PhilHealth, ano po, iyong tungkol po doon sa OIC natin 
doon sa PhilHealth. Ang alam ko, ito po ay natanggal 
na sa puwesto. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). So, for the record lang po, 
iyong PhilHealth, the OIC spent P627K for travels—
thousands for her travels amidst the P9 billion net loss 
in 2017 ng PhilHealth. May allowance din siya na halos 
half a million. Ang tanong ko po, Mr. Speaker, iyong 
tungkol dito sa P9 billion net loss, bakit po mayroong 
loss ang PhilHealth na P9 billion? Napakalaki po nito 
kung tutuusin. Bakit may ganito pong loss? Puwede po 
bang maipaliwanag ito ng PhilHealth? Kung tutuusin, 
Mr. Speaker, iyong P9 billion na ito ay malaking tulong 
na siguro na maibibigay para sa MOOE noong ating 
mga ilang mga ospital. Pero bakit nagkakaroon ng 
ganitong loss?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sa panahon pong ito ay nagkakaroon po ng revalidation 
iyong PhilHealth at una na pong napag-alaman na iyon 
pong P9 billion ay nagmula po doon sa double entry na 
P4.7 billion sa NCR. Dalawang beses po ito nabilang 
kaya po nagkaroon po ng net loss na mahigit P9 na 
bilyon. Iyon po namang natitirang P4 billion na net 
loss ay nire-revalidate ng PhilHealth at inaasahan po na 
after revalidation ay lalabas po na wala pong net loss, 
bagkus ay net income pa ang PhilHealth, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Puwede po bang makahingi 
ang Representasyong ito ng kopya, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, bibigyan po kayo ng kopya ng PhilHealth.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Okay. Kaugnay din po doon 
sa—ito naman po ay iyong tungkol sa guro pa rin. 
Noon pong deliberation ng budget po sa Department of 
Education, ni-raise po natin iyong mga iba’t ibang mga 
pinapatrabaho ng ibang ahensya sa ating mga kaguruan, 
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at nasabi ko rin po na ang ilan sa mga pinapatrabaho 
sa ating mga kaguruan ay ang deworming, another is 
vision screening, at ang isa pa po iyong pagbigay ng 
gamot na WIFA o iyong WIFA, ito daw po, Mr. Speaker, 
ay anti-anemia. 

So, ang tanong po, Mr. Speaker, dahil sinabi po 
ng Department of Education na mayroon daw pong 
mga batas na nagmamandato sa ating mga kaguruan 
na tumulong o mag-assist sa Department of Health 
kaugnay nitong mga ito, hindi po ba napakadelikado 
itong ipinagagawa sa ating mga kaguruan at siyempre 
nadadagdag din ito sa trabaho na ginagawa ng mga ating 
mga guro lalung-lalo na at sabi ng ating mga guro ay 
iyong mga reports ay laging rush at pinamamadali. 

Tama po ba, Mr. Speaker, na gawin sa eskwelahan 
o ang teacher ang gagawa ng vision screening? Hindi 
ba dapat ang mga eksperto ang gumagawa po nito, G. 
Isponsor? Puwede po bang matanong natin ang DOH, 
ano ba iyong legal basis ng mga ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong nabanggit ng ating kasamahan na programa 
ay pinangungunahan po ito ng Department of Education, 
hindi po ito programa ng DOH. Ang DOH po ay 
nagbibigay lamang ng gamot para po masuportahan 
iyong programa ng DepEd. Kaya katulad po ng iron 
and folic acid supplements, iyan po ay programa po 
ng Department of Education na being supported with 
medicines and supplies ng DOH, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Ito pong WIFA na binabanggit, 
Mr. Speaker, iyong WIFA, iyong iron supplement, 
gamot para sa anti-anemia, …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). … programa ito ng 
Department of… 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Education po, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Department of Education. 
Hindi ko po alam kung sino sa inyo ang nagsasabi ng 
totoo, kung DOH ba o iyong Department of Education. 
But, anyway, ito pong WIFA na ito ay en masse na 
ibinibigay po ito sa mga Grade 7, o Grade 10 yata na 
mga estudyante natin. Ito po ay nakuha ko po sa Tarlac 
Division—ah, Grade 10, Grade 7 and Grade 10. Hindi 
po ba bago magbigay ng supplement o bago magbigay 
ng gamot ay mayroon po munang diagnostic test na 
ginagawa sa ating mga estudyante? Dahil alam ninyo 
po, ako po biktima po ako ng over-supplement ng iron na 
hanggang ngayon ay kailangan ko nga ng iron chelation, 
dahil nasobrahan ng bakal iyong aking dugo. Kaya para 

bang binubulig ninyo sa kapahamakan iyong ating mga 
guro na kung saan sila iyong nag-a-administer nito at 
sabi ng mga guro, ay lahat talaga ng mga estudyante 
nila ay binibigyan at walang pagsisino.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
ito po ay ibinibigay. Itong supplement po na ito ay 
ibinibigay once a week for three months at pagkatapos 
po ay may pahingang tatlong buwan bago po ito ulit 
ibigay. Sa ganoong tama pong pagbibigay nito sa ating 
mga minamahal na mag-aaral ay hindi po sila, o wala 
pong overdose na maaaring mangyari sa ating mga 
kabataan, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Hindi ba dapat, Mr. Speaker, 
ang mga barangay health officers sana ang magbigay 
nito? Baka puwedeng i-spare ninyo na ang mga guro 
sa ganitong trabaho.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
isasangguni po ito ng DOH sa DepEd at isang 
magandang pagsusuri po ang mangyayari po dito. Isang 
malalim na pagsusuri po ang dapat mangyari po dito sa 
usaping ito, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Okay, kasi po baka magaya 
po ito sa Dengvaxia. Speaking of Dengvaxia po, iyong 
mga teachers ngayon po hinihingan po sila ng listahan 
noong mga estudyante na naturukan ng Dengvaxia. Iyon 
ang sabi ng mga teachers. How about iyong vision and 
eye screening? Ito, positive na ang mga teachers, ang 
kumukuha noong vision test sa mga estudyante natin. 
Ipinagagawa po ito ng DOH. Naniniwala po ba ang 
kagalang-galang na Sponsor na dapat mas eksperto o 
ang ophthalmologist ang dapat na gumawa nito at hindi 
ang mga kaguruan natin?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
ito pong eye screening na ito ay isang simpleng proseso 
na inaasahan ng DOH na hindi magiging isang pahirap 
sa ating mga guro. Ngunit kung kabaligtaran po ang 
nangyayari o nagiging pabigat po ito para sa ating 
mga guro, mabuti po na pag-aralan muli ng DOH itong 
polisiyang ito upang hindi po maging pabigat sa ating 
mga minamahal na guro, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you po, Mr. Sponsor, 
Mr. Speaker.

Naniniwala po akong hindi lang po pabigat ito. Ito 
po ay delikado na ginagawa ng mga teachers natin. Alam 
naman natin na hindi sila expertise ito, iyong pagkuha 
ng vision screening. Sa ganito pong mga nangyayari 
po sa ating mga kaguruan, at sa mga eskwelahan, Mr. 
Speaker, hinihiling ko po sana sa Department of Health 
na i-spare na iyong ating mga kaguruan, at huwag nang 
pag-aralan dahil hindi ito dapat na ginagawa ng ating 
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mga guro sa loob ng paaralan. Naniniwala tayo na ito ay 
dagdag na pahirap, dahil hindi lang iyong paggawa nito, 
pati ang mga reports na isina-submit ay nakadadagdag 
sa trabaho ng ating mga kaguruan. Sana po ay mag-meet 
immediately ang DepEd at ang DOH para pag-usapan 
itong mga non-DepEd works na ibinibigay natin sa 
ating mga kaguruan. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. CASTRO (F.L). Naniniwala po, Mr. Speaker. 
Hindi na po ako magpapalawig doon sa budget ng DOH. 
Alam naman natin kung paano kinatay ng DBM iyong 
budget kaugnay ng mga MOOE ng ating mga ospital na 
sa halip na dagdagan iyong budget doon sa ating mga 
ospital ay talagang parang gusto nang ipasara iyong 
ating mga public hospitals na sila pang inaasahan. 

So, kaisa po ako ng karamihan ng mga Kinatawan, 
kabilang na po siguro iyong ating Sponsor, na 
madagdagan ang budget ng Department of Education. 
So, naniniwala po kami sa Makabayan bloc lalo na po 
na ang kalusugan po ay primary na serbisyo ng ating 
gobyerno sa ating mga mamamayan kaya dapat po ay 
malakihan ang budget ng Department of Health. Huwag 
nating ibigay sa pribado ang pagbibigay ng health 
service sa ating mga mamamayan. So, naniniwala po 
tayo na dapat dagdagan ang budget ng DOH kagaya din 
po iyan ng Department of Education. 

Marami pong salamat, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Maraming salamat po.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Maraming 
salamat po, kagalang-galang na Kinatawang France Castro.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Rep. Aniceto “John” D. Bertiz III of ACTS-
OFW. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Rep. John 
Bertiz from ACTS-OFW Party-List is recognized to 
interpellate the good Sponsor, Representative Sy-
Alvarado. 

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker, 
Majority Leader. Good afternoon, honorable Sponsor, 
the Department of Health family, and my fellow 
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor, in 2017, in 
addition to the regular budget, the Department of Health 
received an allotment from the Special Purpose Funds,, 
is it not? Is this correct, honorable Speaker, honorable 
Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. One of the Special Purpose Funds 
are funds from the National Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Fund or the so-called Calamity Fund. 
Is this correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, that is accurate, Your 
Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, if we say that it is a 
Calamity Fund, ibig sabihin po nito, honorable Sponsor, 
na ito ay kailangang-kailangan. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you. What were the calamities 
related to the request for Calamity Fund in 2017?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, typhoons 
and the Marawi incident were recorded in 2017, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you. How much was the 
allotment to be received from the Calamity Fund, under 
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Fund, Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P625 million, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. What I have right now infront of 
me is the Statement of Appropriations, Allotments, 
Obligations, Disbursement and Balances as of the quarter 
ending December 31, 2017, Mr. Speaker, and from the 
figure given herein is P635,855,500, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you, honorable Sponsor.
What is the purpose and specific amounts of those 

allotments?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. This is part of the Quick 
Response Funds, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor, I 
was asking for the specific amounts of the allotment.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
P350 million was allotted to Marawi.

REP. BERTIZ. Marawi, yes. 
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Can we just submit to you 
the breakdown, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor?

REP. BERTIZ. Okay. Honorable Sponsor, just 
kindly confirm if our figures are tallied. Number one 
is Ilocos Center of Health Development, MOOE is 
P250,000; Northern Mindanao Centers for Health 
Development, MOOE is P23,140,700; Northern 
Mindanao Medical Center, MOOE is P20 million; 
Amai Pakpak Medical Center, MOOE is P2,432,500; 
Central Office, MOOE is P91,676,800; Central Office, 
MOOE is P485,855,500; and, lastly, Research Institute 
for Tropical Medicine, MOOE is P12,000,500. Tama 
po ba, Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Almost everything is 
correct, Mr. Speaker. It is just that the Regional Office 
of Region X stated here in my copy that the amount is 
P12,054,000, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Yes. What were the specific bases of 
the request for additional funding for the Calamity Fund, 
for example, in Ilocos Center for Health Development, 
and so forth and so on, for all those items that I have 
mentioned just a while ago, Mr. Speaker? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the purpose is repair and rehabilitation of health 
facilities, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BERTIZ. How about for Northern Mindanao 
Center for Health Development, honorable Sponsor, 
Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. It is written here, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor, that it is for the continuous health 
emergency response of DOH–ARMM to Marawi crisis, 
Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BERTIZ. As well as Northern Mindanao 
Medical Center, Mr. Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Amai Pakpak Medical Center, what 
was the request for Calamity Fund?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Hiring of additional health 
workers, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Central Office, P91 million MOOE. 
What was the purpose of Calamity Fund request?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. I do not have the copy for 
the Central Office, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Of the allotment received from the 
Calamity Fund, how much was the obligated by the 
Ilocos Centers of Health Development, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. For Region I Office, it is 
written that it had P250,000.

REP. BERTIZ. Yes, thank you po.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. How much was obligated by the 
Northern Mindanao Center of Health Development, 
Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P20 million, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you, Mr. honorable Sponsor. 
And, how much for the Amai Pakpak Medical 
Center?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P1.6 million, Your 
Honor, …

REP. BERTIZ. It was …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. …and 832,000, …

REP. BERTIZ. Yes, a total of …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. … 500,000.

REP. BERTIZ. … P 2 million—yes, thank you.
How much was the obligated by the Central Office, 

MOOE, Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. I do not have the copy for the Central 
Office.

REP. BERTIZ. How come you were able to answer 
the several questions and you do not have the figure for 
the Central Office, Mr. Speaker? Anyway, the MOOE 
is P10,801,975, and the Capital Outlay for the Central 
Office is P485,855,500. Anyway, how much was the 
obligated amount by the Research Institute for Tropical 
Medicine for this Calamity Fund? 

May I also request, Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor, 
to provide this Representation a copy of the amount 
obligated or placed in the Central Office, just for the record.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, in 2017, the allotted 

amount for Calamity Fund for the Central Office is 
P577,000,000.
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REP. BERTIZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, honorable 
Sponsor. 

How much is the total disbursement for the 
obligated allotments of the Calamity Fund which you 
have mentioned, honorable Sponsor, amounting to 
P635,855,500?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, out of P635 
million, P551 million was obligated, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you so much. That is correct.
Mr. Speaker, how much is the total disbursement 

for the obligated allotments for the Calamity Fund? I 
was asking for the disbursement.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 87 percent was obligated, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. The disbursement I was asking 
again, Mr. Sponsor—anyway, the answer is based on 
your SAAODB. It is P39,548,000, the disbursement out 
of P635 million that you have mentioned. How much 
needs to be disbursed from the funds already obligated, 
Mr. Speaker, Honorable Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P80 million still needs to 
be utilized, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. I am sorry, honorable Sponsor, 
Honorable Speaker. How much was that again 
please?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, the allotment 
was P635 million and the sub-allotment was P58 
million. The utilization was P496 million and the 
utilized percentage was 87.32 percent. Then we 
have the balance of P80,874,825, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. The needed amount based on your 
SAAODB to be disbursed from the funds already 
obligated is P511,793,169, Mr. Speaker. What is the 
biggest portion of this undisbursed but obligated 
Calamity Fund? Ibig sabihin po nito, ni-request 
ninyo na ito, na ibig sabihin ay kailangang-kailangan 
dahil Calamity Fund. Obligated po ito, pero walang 
nangyaring disbursement.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, 

REP. BERTIZ. The Capital Outlay of Central 
Office amounts to P485,855,500. Please, Mr. Speaker, 
honorable Sponsor, kindly explain how the Central 
Office of DOH managed to obligate the Calamity Fund 
but not disbursed a single centavo of that fund?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyong sa Marawi po na P350 million ay hanggang 
ngayon ay nasa procurement process pa rin ng PS-
DBM…

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
PhilGEPS. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. …ng PhilGEPS, ayan.

REP. BERTIZ. Tama po. So ang ibig sabihin, na-bid 
po ito. Ibig sabihin, na-obligate pero wala po sa report 
ninyo ng December 31 of 2017 na itong amount na ito 
ay na-disburse. 

How come that the Central Office Capital Outlay 
amounting to P485,855,500—saan ninyo dinala ang 
perang ito? In-obligate pero walang disbursement 
based on your SAAODB? How much is the unobligated 
allotment of the Calamity Fund? Sasagutin ko na para 
bumilis tayo—P84,513,000. Saan ho ba napunta ito? 
Napunta ba ito as savings or nasaan po itong pondong 
ito at ganoon na rin? Ano po ang nangyari or ang status 
ng pondong ito na dapat po ay nasa Calamity Fund?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Iyong balanse po ay nasa 
General Fund, sa panahong ito, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. Ah, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Para bumalik sa Treasury, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you so much, honorable 
Sponsor. 

Mr. Speaker, may I request that this Representation 
be provided with the written explanation as well 
as detailed information on those projects and items 
which were obligated but based on the report of your 
SAAODB, there was no disbursement.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker. Yes, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. I would like to move to another subject 
po. Thank you po honorable Sponsor. Napakaganda po 
ng iyong katanungan. Honorable Sponsor, ilang taon na 
po ba kayo, Sir, my honorable Sponsor?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Sa pagkakatanda ko po 
ay 35.

REP. BERTIZ. Tama po.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tatlumpu at lima po, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.
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REP. BERTIZ. So, sa mga panahong ito, pareho 
nating masasabi na tayo ay dumaan sa tinatawag na 
circumcision o tuli. Tama po ba? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Ayoko pong umulit ng 
tuli, Mr. Speaker and Your Honor, pero maaari po 
nating pagbalik-tanawan iyong mga bagay na iyon, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, honorable Sponsor, 
ibig sabihin nito ay tuli na po tayo pareho?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Sa huli ko pong pagkakakita 
kanina nang nag-CR ako ay tuli po, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. (Laughter)

REP. BERTIZ. Dalawang klase po kasi ang ganitong 
proseso. Mayroon iyong tinatawag na “pukpok” na 
pinapanguya tayo ng bayabas at mayroon namang 
gawa ng doktor na sinasaksakan ng pampamanhid at 
gumagamit ng penicillin. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Ako ay “pukpok” kasi mahirap lang 
po kami.

Noong ako ay tinuli, ngumuya po ako ng bayabas. 
Noong panahong iyon, 40 plus years ago, ito po ay ang 
tinatawag na natural na pamamaraan, which in our modern 
day, sabi nga ng mga millennial, ito iyong tinatawag 
na “herbal or alternative medicine.” Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Hindi ko na-experience, 
Mr. Speaker, (Laughter) pero ako po kasi sa libreng 
tuli tinuli. Sa munisipyo ako tinuli, kaya libreng tuli. 
Pinapanood ako ng mga kababayan namin, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. (Laughter)

REP. BERTIZ. Alam po ninyo, medyo tensiyonado 
ang ating budget deliberations kaya pinapasaya lang natin. 

Ibig sabihin, noong panahong iyon, kasabay ko 
ang mga kaklase ko at mga kababayan na mayayaman. 
Ako po ay “pukpok,” ngumunguya ng bayabas at 
ibinubuhos sa pinagtulian. Iyong aking mga kasama 
ay dumaan sa injection at saka penicillin. Pero tatlong 
araw, nag-basketball na ako, ang aking mga kasama ay 
nagpapagaling pa rin. 

Ibig sabihin po ba nito, masasabi natin na epektibo 
ang pamamaraan ng natural na medisina o iyong 
galing sa puno o sa mga herbal na tinatawag nating 
pamamaraan ng paggamot. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, at 
sinusuportahan ng Department of Health ang paggamit 
ng herbal medicines, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I just would like to 
reiterate na galing po sa ating honorable Sponsor na 
sinusuportahan ng Department of Health ang use of 
alternative medicine. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Herbal medicines, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor, tama po.

REP. BERTIZ. Okay. Mr. Speaker, noong nakaraang 
buwan, ipinasara ang isang institusyon na gumagamit ng 
alternative herbal medicine. Ito po ay ang Doctor Farrah 
Bunch Natural Medical Center. Tama po ba?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Puwede ko po bang malaman sa 
anong dahilan kung bakit ang medical center na ito, 
kung saan ilang libong OFWs na hindi kayang bumili 
o mag-avail ng tinatawag na conventional medicine 
ay napagaling nitong center na ito. So, sa ano po ang 
dahilan kung bakit ang DOH ay naniniwala sa tinatawag 
na alternative herbal medicine, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
may lisensiya po itong tindahan o pagamutang ito, ngunit 
nagbebenta ng hindi registered na food supplement.

REP. BERTIZ. Okay. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Kailangan po nila itong 
iparehistro bago nila ibenta iyong mga supplement, at 
kung hindi, maaari silang ipasara katulad ng ginawa ng 
FDA sa kanila, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, honorable 
Sponsor, pero according to the record of that particular 
medical center, mayroon po silang naka-pending na 
application sa FDA. 

Do you have a time frame or period in processing 
applications for accreditation of food products and food 
supplements?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po iyon, Mr. 
Speaker, pero hindi kasi puwedeng magbenta iyong 
pending, kailangan approved na, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Tama po iyon. Just to reiterate, 
sinabi ng ating mahal na Sponsor na hindi puwedeng 
magbenta. Should an accreditation of a product take 
more than a year or so, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyong application po kasi nila ay na-deny for food 
supplement kaya…
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REP. BERTIZ. Sa anong dahilan? Mayroon bang 
kakayahan ang FDA na mag-disapprove ng produkto 
kung ito ba ay tested, if the product has been tested and 
proven effective by thousands of patients, and not a 
single complaint was filed against that medical center, 
Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
hindi po nila nakumpleto iyong requirements ng 
application kaya po na-deny ang application nila. Hindi 
po nila ibinigay ang lahat ng ingredients ng kanilang 
ibinebentang food supplement, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, ako po ay taga-Tondo 
at lumaki sa Divisoria. Kung ang FDA ay talagang 
seryosong labanan, itong mga produkto na sinasabi 
ng ating mahal na Sponsor, na ito raw ay hindi naka-
comply, puwede ko bang yayain ang Director General 
ng FDA na mamasyal sa Quiapo mamaya, Biyernes 
ngayon, sasama tayong dalawa at magsimba, at 
ipakikita ko sa inyo kung ilan iyang mga alternative 
medicines na iyan na nagtambak sa gilid ng simbahan 
at lantarang sinasabi na ang gamot na halaman na ito, 
pito-pito man ito, banaba man ito, nakalagay pa, “Ito 
ay pampalaglag, pantanggal ng luslos, pantanggal 
ng bukol, para sa sakit ng tiyan.” Ibig sabihin, ang 
produkto ba na galing din sa halaman ng sinabing 
medical center na ito ay nakalagay at may disclaimer 
that there are no approved therapeutic benefits for 
this medicine. Ano ang ipinagkaiba ng nasa 168 sa 
Divisoria, nasa gilid ng Sta. Cruz, at nasa gilid ng 
simbahan ng Quiapo sa pag-approve ninyo kung 
kayo ay seryoso na lahat ito ay tatanggalin sa kalye 
at bawal ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
hinuhuli rin po ng FDA iyang mga nabanggit na 
tindahan ng ating kaibigang si Hon. John Bertiz, at ang 
isang usapin po dito ay pagkatapos mahuli, iyong iba 
ay nakakabalik din ulit. Iyong iba naman ay mabilis 
tumakbo. Nakakatakbo po bago mahuli.

REP. BERTIZ. Ibig sabihin, honorable Sponsor, 
Mr. Speaker, ito ay isang senyales na walang silbi 
ang namumuno at mga empleyado ng nasa FDA 
dahil pinagtuunan ninyo ng pansin ang isang medical 
center na ilang libo ang pasyente, where not a single 
complaint was filed, kaysa diyan sa mga Quiapo na 
iyan, kaysa diyan sa mga nagtitinda sa Greenhills ng 
mga tinatawag na “herbal.” Ito ba ay na-double check 
ninyo? Ano ang dahilan at na-single out ang medical 
center na ito? Pinag-aksayahan ninyo ng pondo, ng 
panahon para puntahan ang isang medical center. This 
is gross negligence and abuse of power, oppression at 
sa paggamit ninyo ng awtoridad o power.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
hindi po na-single out ng FDA itong tindahang ito 
bagama’t hindi po sila maaaring magbenta ng mga 
produkto na hindi pa approved ng FDA. Sa panahon 
pong ito ay marami at may mga kaparehas pong 
kalagayan, pero ang tindahan pong iyan ay kinasuhan 
na rin ng FDA, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, marami pong napagaling 
na mga kasama kong OFW na nagtungo diyan, na hindi 
kayang magbayad ng tinatawag na chemotherapy. Ibig 
sabihin po ba nito, kung napanood ninyo ang video 
kung paano ni-raid ang napakaliit na center na ito, halos 
isang batalyon ang pulis, bakit hindi ninyo gawin iyan 
sa Quiapo, sa Divisoria at sa iba pang mga nagtitinda ng 
mga tinatawag nilang—or are they claiming that they 
are all natural products and herbal medicine?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
muli pong pag-aaralan ng Department of Health at ng 
FDA ang kanilang mga polisiya upang sa mga darating 
na panahon ay maiwasan po natin ang mga pangyayari 
sa mga tindahan na ganito at patuloy pa rin po ang 
pagpapaalala ng FDA at ng DOH na hindi po tayo 
maaaring magbenta ng mga food supplement na hindi 
pa naa-approve ng FDA, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. Tama po. Maraming salamat po, 
Mr. Speaker, sa paliwanag. I think I made my point 
at humihingi po ang Representasyong ito ng listahan 
ng sinasabi ninyong kapareho na inyong hinuli, at ako 
po bilang isang concerned citizen, bibigyan ko po ng 
magandang video presentation ang Department of Health 
with regard to those herbal medicines—iyong mga 
tinatawag ninyong albularyo or iyong mga gumagamot 
lalung-lalo na diyan sa Quiapo. Sana naman po, iyong 
pondong ibinibigay sa inyo, especially sa FDA, ay hindi 
gamiting pang-oppress kagaya ng kasong Office of the 
Ombudsman vs. Caberoy. Oppression is also defined 
as grave abuse of authority, which is a misdemeanor 
committed by a public officer who, under the color of 
his office, wrongfully inflicts upon any person bodily 
harm, imprisonment or the injury as an act of cruelty, 
severity and excessive use of authority. 

Sa nakita ko po sa sitwasyon na nangyari sa 
medical center na ito, marami ang nakinabang, at alam 
ko rin po honorable Sponsor, na karamihan din dito ay 
taga-Bulacan na nagpupunta sa medical center na iyan 
at napapagaling. Puwede po ba ninyong bigyan ang 
Representasyong ito ng report kung mayroon bang nag-
file ng complaint at ito ba ay hindi nagtatago sa anino 
ng malalaking medical/pharmaceutical companies and 
manufacturer para i-single out ang medical center na ito. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 
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REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, nais ko naman pong 
puntahan kung ilan po ba ang nasa listahan ninyo na 
affected Filipinos na may HIV virus ngayon?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mahigit 52,000, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. Maraming salamat po. Sa 56,275 cases, 
ilan po ba ang apektadong OFWs dito na may HIV virus? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. As of July, Mr. Speaker, 72 
OFWs were diagnosed with HIV or AIDS.

REP. BERTIZ. Magmula po ng January hanggang 
June of this year, 451 overseas Filipino workers were 
newly diagnosed with the human immunodeficiency 
virus or HIV. Ito po ay tumaas ng almost 14.4 percent 
compared to the 394 listed in the same six-month period 
in 2017. Ito ay datos ng DOH. Ang sa akin lang po, 
paano ba ninyo nade-determine na itong mga OFW ay 
infected ng HIV virus?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
may voluntary testing po kasi sila before deployment. 
Dito po natin nalalaman kung sila ay may HIV o wala, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. BERTIZ. Salamat po, honorable Sponsor, 
it is not voluntary but mandatory to all OFWs. 
Labindalawang taon po ako na OFW, nagpatakbo ng 
isang negosyo at isang Representante ng mga OFW sa 
Pilipinas. Ibig sabihin po nito, na ang isang seaman o 
ang isang land-based na OFW bago umalis will undergo 
ng isang tinatawag na PEME o pre-employment medical 
examination which is mandatory for them to go abroad. 
Ito po ang example, ang isang seaman o isang OFW 
sa kalungkutan ay naging adventurous noong nasa 
abroad. Pagdating niya dito, excited ang partner, ang 
girlfriend o ang asawa man lang. Definitely, magsisiping 
at magsasama sila sa gabi. After two months or three 
months na bakasyon, babalik na siya sa kanyang bansang 
pinagtatrabahuhan. Siya po, para sa kaalaman ng ating 
honorable colleagues, the OFW will again undergo 
the medical examinations or the PEME. Doon pa lang 
nalalaman ng DOH na itong OFW na umuwi sa atin ay 
infected ng HIV virus. Ano ba ang programa ng DOH 
kapag na-determine ninyo na ang OFW ay infected?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
mula po sa libreng gamot, pagdating pa lang nila sa 
airport, mayroon nang quarantine services na ibinibigay 
ang DOH sa 5,961 OFWs na infected with HIV or AIDS, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sponsor, again, 
with all due respect sa aking mahal na kababayan sa 

Bulacan, mali po, dahil walang karapatan ang DOH 
na mag-screen ng mga dumarating na OFW, ito man 
ay seaman, land-based o turista, dahil ito ay labag sa 
karapatang pantao at privacy ng isang Pilipino. 

Nalalaman lang po ng DOH na ito ay infected 
kapag siya ay aalis ulit. Ibig sabihin, posible na 
nahawahan niya ang kanyang asawa, at kung itong 
isang lalaki o babae na ito ay talagang malikot, puwede 
rin siyang makahawa ng iba pang tao. Ano po ang 
programa?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, …

REP. BERTIZ. Sinasabi ko na nga po sa inyo na 
hindi pupuwedeng may gamot sa pagdating pa lang 
ng isang OFW. Pare-pareho tayong bumabiyahe. Ang 
nade-determine lang ng mga pumapasok ay kung kayo 
ay may lagnat at hindi kung kayo ay may dalang AIDS 
o HIV dito sa ating bansa.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
kagaya po ng nauna kong sinabi, boluntaryo iyong 
testing o pagpapa-test ng ating mga OFW. Nauna ko 
na pong nabanggit ito kanina. Mayroong mga support 
group na pinangungunahan ang DOH, kasama po sa 
kanilang pagbibigay ng free medicine and counseling, 
pati ang PhilHealth benefits para sa mga kapatid nating 
OFW na nag-positive sa HIV or AIDS, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BERTIZ. Thank you, honorable Sponsor, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Ibig sabihin po, napakalinaw, Mr. Speaker, 
honorable colleagues, na walang programa ang DOH 
para sa paglaganap ng HIV sa ating bansa. Paano mong 
bibigyan ng free medications, free counseling? Umuwi 
na nga, sumiping na nga sa asawa, sa girlfriend at 
iba-iba pang tao. Naka-infect na ang isang dumating. 
Malalaman mo lang iyan, honorable Sponsor, kung siya 
ay aalis na muli. Hindi man lang ninyo ma-determine 
kung itong HIV-infected person na ito ay kung sinu-sino 
ang kanyang sinipingan, nagsiping ba siya sa asawa 
niya, na-test ba ninyo ang kanyang partner? Iyong P488 
million ninyo na obligated at not disbursed, puwedeng 
gamitin sa information dissemination at pagpapalaganap 
ng edukasyon laban sa AIDS. 

Kami po ay uma-attend ng mga international 
seminar, kasama ko diyan ang aking mga kasama. 
Actually nga, tutulak ang iba nating mga honorable 
Congressman para mag-attend ng convention sa UN 
against STD and HIV infections.

Ang naging programa lang ng DOH noong 
nakaraang administrasyon ay namigay or mamimigay 
ng tinatawag na condom sa mga senior grades. Ito ba 
ay kasagutan? Hindi rin po. 
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Para matapos na lang ang aking argumento, in 
Africa, there was a research that distributing condom 
was a failure. Mas lalong tumaas ang bilang ng mga 
may HIV virus because we are putting in the mind 
of the people that using condom is actually safe sex. 
Mas dumami po ang datos ng mga nagkaroon ng 
AIDS. Kaya nga po, itong programa na pamimigay ng 
condom ay hindi naging epektibo, lalung-lalo na po 
sa bansang Thailand. Ngayon po, nakakatakot. Hindi 
man lang ba kayo nababahala? Katulad ng ginawa 
ninyo sa Dengvaxia, hindi po ba kayo nababahala na 
nag-i-increase nang almost 14.4 percent in less than six 
months ang bilang ng mga apektado ng HIV virus na 
isang sakit na nakakamatay? Ito ay dala ng mga OFW 
na hindi ninyo na-screen. Ano ang programa ninyo 
pagdating dito?

Mr. Speaker, maraming salamat po.
Honorable Sponsor, ako po ay nagpapasalamat sa 

inyo sa napakahusay nating pag-uusap ngayong gabing 
ito. Sana naman po ay kilabutan tayo sa pag-increase 
ng HIV virus. If you do not have a program, you do not 
deserve to be given a single centavo budget.

Maraming salamat po, Mr. Speaker, honorable 
Sponsor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Maraming 
salamat, Kinatawan na John Bertiz.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Rep. Arnolfo “Arnie” A. Teves Jr. from the 
Third District of Negros Oriental.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Representative from the Third District of Negros 
Oriental, Rep. Arnie Teves, is recognized to interpellate 
the good Sponsor from Bulacan, Hon. “Kuya” Jose 
Antonio R. Sy-Alvarado. 

REP. TEVES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
afternoon, everybody.

Is the honorable Sponsor open to some questions?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. TEVES. Unang-una, matanong ko lang, 
ang DOH ba ang may hawak ng Drug Rehabilitation 
Program ng ating gobyerno?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. TEVES. How much is the occupancy 
rate of our existing rehabs, those handled by the 
government?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, we have 
different occupancy rates in our …

REP. TEVES. I know. I would like to ask for the 
average.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. … in our rehabilitation 
centers: in Bicutan, we have 234 percent, ibig sabihin, 
siksikan sa Bicutan; in Dagupan, we only have 52 
percent; in Bataan, 338 percent; in Tagaytay, 264 
percent; and, the lowest is in Leyte, with only 10 percent 
occupancy rate.

REP. TEVES. You know, what I want, Mr. Speaker, 
is the average of the total. Ibig kong sabihin, kung 
i-total mo lahat ng rehab natin, napupuno ba siya o 
hindi? Dahil sa alam ko, iyong 10,000 capacity na 
rehab natin, …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Hindi po napupuno, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. TEVES. Okay. Kung hindi napupuno, ilan nga 
ang occupied? Are we 50 percent, are we 90 percent, or 
are we less than 25 percent? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Only 10 percent is occupied 
in the 10,000 bed space rehab.

REP. TEVES. I want—can I have the number for the 
total because this is a premise to my next questions.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. There are 1,200 residents 
in the 10,000 supposed to be …

REP. TEVES. Mr. Speaker, I want a very—this is 
a very simple question. All I want is the total capacity 
of our rehabs all over the country, how much is the 
occupancy rate? If you total all the capacities and you 
total all the rehab residents, what percentage is our 
occupancy rate? That is my very basic question.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the average is 156 percent in the whole country.

REP. TEVES. 156 percent?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. TEVES. How did you get that average? I think 
you just averaged that from the percentages.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. TEVES. Did you total the number of rooms 
against clients? Because I know the capacities of these 
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rehabs and I would like to believe that there are more 
rooms than what is necessary in the meantime. Because 
of the 10,000-capacity rehab, you have only about 10 
percent occupied. You have 9,000 extra capacity. In 
Bicutan, I think that is less than 500 capacity. Even if 
you are at 300 percent, you just have an extra of 1,000 
people which will definitely fit the 10,000-capacity 
rehab. To make it short, Mr. Speaker, can I just have 
the total number of capacity and the total number of 
patients.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. I stand corrected, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

The total—the census is 4,925 bed capacity because 
iyong 10,000 mega rehab ay 10 percent pa lang iyong 
puwedeng i-occupy. Bale 1,000 pa lang iyong puwedeng 
i-occupy, hindi pa puwedeng i-occupy iyong other 
phases. Phase 1 pa lang ang puwedeng i-occupy. At 
out of 4,925 beds, ang occupied po ay 3,747 which is 
76 percent, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. TEVES. Okay. In short, we do not need extra 
beds capacity for now. Am I correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. For now, Mr. Speaker.

REP. TEVES. For now.
Let me ask the honorable Sponsor, how much 

budget is the DOH allocating for our Rehabilitation 
Program?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P1.1 billion, Mr. Speaker. 

REP. TEVES. Of this budget, how much is 
allocated for structures as against what is allocated for 
the program itself? When I say program, I mean rehab 
program including the lectures, the food and the like, 
operational expense of the rehab, kahit porsiyento na 
lang. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
zero for the Capital Outlay and for the Program, it is 
P1.1 billion. The whole is for the Program, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. TEVES. When you say for the Program, 
are you sure nothing, no budget is needed for rehab 
buildings? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, mayroon 
po tayong budget na P1.1 billion. Ngayon, wala pong 
allocation iyong Capital Outlay, para lamang po doon 
sa Personnel Services and MOOE. Para po lamang sa 
Programa ito naka-allocate, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyong kabuuan po ng P1.1. billion, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. TEVES. According to the DOH data, ilang 
porsiyento ng adik ang dapat malagay sa in-house 
rehab at ilan ang dapat sa outpatient community-based 
rehab?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. 1 percent po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor. 

REP. TEVES. Ang para sa inpatients. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. TEVES. Okay. Sa P1.1 billion, saan ito 
inilaan, para sa out patient or para sa in patient?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Puro sa in patient po lahat, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor. 

REP. TEVES. That is exactly why I asked all these 
questions. Why are we spending all our budget for one 
percent of the addicts and not spending it for the 99 
percent of the addicts? I have been saying this for the 
last two years that I have been here in Congress. Bakit 
hindi binabago ng DOH? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
sa DDB na po at PDEA iyong nagha-handle kapag 
barangay-based po iyong program. Hindi na po iyong 
DOH, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, bagama’t kailangan 
pong pag-aralan muli ng DOH ito pong polisiya nila 
para sa mga darating na panahon ay mapag-ukulan 
ng pansin iyong 99 percent na sa community-based o 
Barangay Rehabilitation Program, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor. 

REP. TEVES. Mr. Speaker, parang hindi ho yata 
puwede iyon. Pag-aaralan pa natin. Ang dami nang 
adik. Iyan iyong thrust ng gobyerno natin, and we are 
only focusing our spending on the 1 percent. Parang 
malaking mali. Hindi ko maintindihan bakit hindi nila 
sinunod iyong suggestion ko last time na ibigay natin 
iyong pondo—90 percent of the funds for the 99 percent. 
Simple lang iyong hiniling ko, ibigay natin sa lahat ng 
LGU to help in their community-based rehab, para mas 
marami tayong matutulungan. 

Hindi ako papayag niyan. Dahil kung ipinipilit 
ninyo iyan, ipapa-defer na lang natin iyang budget ng 
DOH. Puwede ba baguhin natin, gamitin natin iyong 
pondo para sa mas nakararami. Kahit sinong tanungin 
mo, maling-mali iyan. Lahat ng pondo gagamitin mo 
sa isang porsyento, pabayaan mo na iyong 99 percent, 
nagprograma pa tayo. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, ako po ay 
umaayon sa panukala ng ating kasamang Mambabatas 
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na si Cong. Arnie Teves, at kailangan po muling 
pag-usapan ng DILG, DOH, at DDB iyong kanilang 
polisiya po pagdating sa pagbibigay ng rehabilitasyon 
sa ating mga kababayan na nasa barangay-based 
rehabilitation. Sa panahon pong ito, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, ang DILG po at ang Dangerous Drugs Board 
ang nangangasiwa ng ating Community-based o iyong 
Barangay-based Rehabilitation Program. Baka po sa 
mga darating na panahon ay kailanganin na ilipat ito 
sa DOH, kagaya po ng panukala ni Cong. Arnie Teves, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. TEVES. Ganito, again, hindi talaga puwede 
iyon. Nanonood ang buong Pilipinas na ginagastusan 
natin is only the 1 percent. Kung mayroong mga 
matagal na dito sa DOH, naalala ninyo, nagsigawan 
kayo doon sa opisina ko, I think, last year, dahil nga 
hindi magkaintinidihan sa ganito. Makikiusap lang ako, 
ayusin na ninyo at huwag tayong magturuan na—sa 
kanila iyan, sa amin iyan—di ba? Problema natin lahat 
ito. Ito iyong gustong programa ng Presidente, na 
maayos iyong problema ng droga pero hindi ninyo 
inaayos. I am sorry to say, you are doing a bad job when 
it comes to this.

I can say this very well, you all know I came from 
rehab, I was an addict before. It is very important 
that people have access to a drug rehab program, 
not necessarily an in-house rehab, but a community-
based. In fact, I helped so much in formulating our 
community-based drug rehab program protocols. Isa 
ako sa tumulong niyan dati kila Sir Lito Cuy pa at 
kila Doc. Benjie Reyes. Hanggang ngayon, hindi ko 
maintindihan bakit hindi pinaglalaanan ng pansin at 
hindi pinopondohan. 

I hope gawan ninyo ito ng paraan because I believe 
there is hope when we do rehabilitation. Congressman 
ako ngayon, I have been clean for the last 18 years, I will 
be 19 years clean by October 4, next month, at sa tingin 
ko kung ayusin natin iyong programa sa rehabilitasyon, 
marami pa tayong matutulungan na maging parang ako, 
galing sa isang adik, naging isang Congressman. 

Thank you very much. Good afternoon to 
everybody.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is very accurate, 
Mr. Speaker, and we thank Cong. Arnie Teves, Mr. 
Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you 
very much, Representative Teves. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize Rep. Anthony M. Bravo, PhD of COOP-
NATCCO Party-List. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Representative from COOP-NATCCO Party-List, Hon. 
Anthony Bravo, is recognized. 

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will 
the distinguished Sponsor yield to some questions from 
this Representation?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you. Good afternoon to 
everyone. 

When the budget of the Department was proposed 
in 2017 for 2018, it was P103 billion in 2017 for the 
budget of 2018. When it was approved in the GAA 2018, 
it became P106,082,096,000. Will you confirm this? 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Meaning, the proposal from the 
agency was lower, but after the approval and scrutiny 
of Congress, almost P3 billion was added to the fund 
appropriated.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). But come 2018, it is very 
different, Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor. From a 
budget of P106 billion, what is now the budget being 
proposed by the agency for 2019?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. It is P70 billion, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). So, P70 billion, that is a budget 
cut of more than P30 billion, distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). What is the reason for this huge 
budget cut?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. As stated earlier, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor, the low utilization of funds from 
2017 to 2018 resulted in this budget cut, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Who will suffer from this 
budget cut, distinguished Sponsor, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. The whole country, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Our constituents, the constituents 
of this institution, Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
colleague.
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). I have here a copy, 220 pages, of 
the findings of the COA. This may be one of the reasons 
for the budget cut. Is that the making of the Secretary 
now? This happened before he came to the office as the 
new Secretary. And I would like to seek commitment 
from the incumbent Secretary relative to the findings 
of the COA, 220 pages, because this involves not just 
millions of pesos but billions of pesos of the people’s 
money. And just to read some of the adverse findings, 
this is about the various infrastructure projects with a 
total contract of P4 billion which did not seemingly 
pass or comply with the Procurement Law of our 
government. As mentioned by COA, the objective of 
the HFEP TSeKap to construct 5,700 units of school-
based barangay health stations amounting to P8 billion 
or P8.1 billion, again, raised red flags, and as such, needs 
to be looked into. May I seek a commitment from the 
Secretary to look into the matter. As I have said, it is 
not a million, but more than P10 billion of the people’s 
money is involved.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. We will address it, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you, distinguished 
Sponsor, Mr. Speaker.

Last Committee hearing, I requested a report 
from the Department and I would like to acknowledge 
receiving a report, 1-2-3-4. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, 
distinguished colleague, I am not satisfied with the first 
report coming from the Food and Drug or the FDA 
because I proposed a format so that I will be able to 
scrutinize the performance of the FDA. But what was 
submitted to this Representation was just a list—no 
action, no dates, and what was applied for by the 
applicant was never reflected.

So, along that line, Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
colleague, inasmuch as I want to pass the budget today 
of the DOH, I would like to propose that the budget of 
the DFA be left to be approved maybe someday, but not 
today. That is all for now, Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
colleague. That is the manifestation of this humble 
Representation, that the budget of the FDA not 
be included in the approval of the budget of the 
DOH.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, thank you.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Are you 
referring to the Food and Drug Administration, Your 
Honor?

REP. BRAVO (A.). Come the proper time, 
Mr. Speaker,  because there will  be another 
interpellator.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. BRAVO (A.). So, it is subject to the submission 
of the properly formatted report.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize the Minority Leader, Rep. Danny Suarez, 
from the Third District of Quezon. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
distinguished Minority Leader, Representative from 
Quezon province, Hon. Danny Suarez, is recognized. 

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor. That is the good part of being the 
last to speak. Almost all of my questions have already 
been raised so I just have one short manifestation. 

The importance of this Department should really 
be given due concern by this administration. Just a 
reminder that during the 2016 budget deliberations on 
the DOH, the good former Secretary of this Department 
committed that they will help the Quezon Medical 
Center, a parochial concern of this Representation. We 
built a new building using provincial government funds, 
we bought a CT scanner, and now we have a building 
for an MRI. Now, what we need is the MRI and it was 
promised to me in 2016. We are about to end 2018; may 
pag-asa pa ba iyong aming MRI?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. That is very reassuring, yes. What 
do you mean by “yes”?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, the Department will assess the readiness of the 
building for the MRI-facility installation.

REP. SUAREZ. So, maaaring by next year 
maaasahan?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. By next year, malaking 
posibilidad po, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. With that, Mr. Speaker, distinguished 
Sponsor, and to echo the sentiment of my colleagues 
in the Minority regarding the proposed budget of the 
FDA, we do not have any more questions to raise on the 
proposed budget of the Department of Health, except 
the Food and Drug Administration.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). What is the 
pleasure of the Majority?
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REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I join the Minority 
Leader in his motion to terminate the period of 
interpellation and debate on the proposed budget of the 
Department of Health.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; 
the interpellation and debate on the budget of the 
Department of Health, except that of the Food and Drug 
Administration, is hereby terminated. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. PIMENTEL. Mr. Speaker, I move for...

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
Congratulations to the DOH family.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. PIMENTEL. I move for a one-minute 
suspension of the session.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 7:48 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 7:52 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION 
OF H.B. NO. 8169

REP. MARCOLETA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the consideration of H.B. No. 8169.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

DESIGNATION OF MEMBERS TO THE 
 CONF. CTTEE.

REP. MARCOLETA. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
designate the following as members of the Conference 
Committee on the disagreeing provisions of House 
Bill No. 7652 and Senate Bill No. 1636 on the Number 
Portability Act: Rep. Victor A. Yap, Rep. Alfred D. 
Vargas, Rep. Erlpe John “Ping” M. Amante, Rep. Eric 
L. Olivarez, Rep. Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco, Rep. 

Corazon T. Nuñez-Malanyaon, Rep. Erico Aristotle C. 
Aumentado, Rep. John Marvin “Yul Servo” C. Nieto, 
Rep. Virgilio S. Lacson, Rep. Carlo V. Lopez, and Rep. 
Francisco Jose F. Matugas II.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved.

The Members nominated are so designated. 
The Majority Leader is recognized.

CONSIDERATION OF H.B. NO. 8169
Continuation

PERIOD OF SPONSORSHIP AND DEBATE

REP. MARCOLETA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
resume the consideration of House Bill No. 8169.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
Secretary General is hereby directed to read the title of 
the bill, of House Bill No. 8169 for consideration on 
Second Reading.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL. House Bill No. 
8169, entitled: AN ACT APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
FOR THE OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES FROM 
JANUARY ONE TO DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, 
TWO THOUSAND AND NINETEEN, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. MARCOLETA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the proceedings.  

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended.

It was 7:54 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 7:54 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. MARCOLETA. Mr. Speaker, I move to resume. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
parliamentary status, Majority Leader, is that we already 
resumed the consideration of House Bill No. 8169. 
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I think we need to call the Sponsor of the next 
budget to be heard.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION 
OF H.B. NO. 8169

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, we move to 
suspend the consideration of House Bill No. 8169.

I so move.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 7:57 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 8:03 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
proceed with the deliberations on the proposed budget 
of the Department of Transportation including its 
attached agencies and corporations.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Before 
that, may I request the Majority Leader to move for the 
resumption of the consideration of House Bill No. 8169 
because the parliamentary status is that we suspended 
the consideration.

CONSIDERATION OF H.B. NO. 8169
Continuation 

PERIOD OF SPONSORSHIP AND DEBATE

REP. ROA-PUNO. Very well, Mr. Speaker. I move 
that we resume the consideration of House Bill No. 
8169.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Secretary General is hereby directed to read 
the title of House Bill No. 8169 for consideration on 
Second Reading. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL, House Bill No. 
8169, entitled: AN ACT APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
FOR THE OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES FROM 
JANUARY ONE TO DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, 
TWO THOUSAND AND NINETEEN, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, may I reiterate 
my motion to begin the deliberations on the proposed 
budget of the Department of Transportation including 
attached agencies and corporations. Before we proceed, 
we would like to acknowledge the presence of the 
Department of Transportation family, our guests today 
headed by the honorable Sec. Arthur Tugade, Usec. 
Garry De Guzman, Usec. Timothy John Batan, Usec. 
Reinier Yebra, Usec. Ruben Reinoso, and the Assistant 
Secretaries, Board Members, Executive Directors and 
other support staff and members of the family of the 
Department of Transportation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). To the 
Department of Transportation family headed by our 
Sec. Art Tugade, and my kababayan, Usec. Garry De 
Guzman, welcome to the House of Representatives.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize the Hon. Federico “Ricky” S. Sandoval II 
of the Lone District of Malabon to sponsor the said 
budget.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
distinguished Sponsor from the Lone District of 
Malabon, Rep. Ricky Sandoval, is recognized. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This Representation is ready to sponsor the budget 

of the Department of Transportation for the Year 
2019.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize for his interpellation the honorable Minority 
Leader Danny Suarez of the Third District of Quezon.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
distinguished Gentleman from the province of Quezon, 
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the Hon. Danny Suarez, our Minority Leader, is 
recognized to interpellate the distinguished Sponsor. 

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Some questions from this Representation to our 

distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SANDOVAL. Certainly, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. Your Honor, per the latest COA 
report, the DOTr failed to fully implement 153 out of 
159 projects in 2017 primarily due to change in policy 
decisions by political leaders and economic managers, 
projects put on hold by top management and delays in 
procurement due to complexity of projects. This is very 
complex, Your Honor. 

May we know what are these projects and the reason 
why they were delayed?

REP. SANDOVAL. Your Honor, these projects are 
the BRT projects.

Yes, Sir, there is a change in policy by the DOTr 
like the BRT project that was supposed to be here in 
Quezon Boulevard and in EDSA. And they believe that 
it will not be that of a benefit to our people.

REP. SUAREZ. This is part and parcel of the 
153?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, but some of these 153 
projects are…

REP. SUAREZ. Am I correct to say that per 
our research, you indeed have 153 projects in 2017 
and only 115—out of 159 and there is very little 
accomplishment?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Mr. Speaker, most of these 
projects are obligated already and they were bid out as 
of this time.

REP. SUAREZ. They have been bid out, Your 
Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, most of them. And 
the accomplishment of the DOTr as of now is at 83 
percent.

REP. SUAREZ. From 2015 to 2017 General 
Appropriations Act, a total of 569 million has been 
allotted for the implementation of the Public Utility 
Vehicle Rationalization and Modernization Program.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. However, only 15.5 percent or 

P88 million was transferred to the implementing 
agencies and as of the year end of 2017, due to their 
unreadiness to implement the projects, moreover, only 
P1.10 million or 48 percent of the total fund transfer 
was actually disbursed. This is rather very unsatisfactory 
performance, distinguished Sponsor, Mr. Speaker.

May we know the reason for this issue again.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, as always, Mr. Speaker.
Yes, we did put in some funds. There is a lot of 

orientation. We gave funding not only to the LTFRB 
but also to the Cooperative Development Authority. 
The DOTr is making the policy. The seminars are 
ongoing. However, as you know, there are a lot 
of public consultations that are happening here 
especially in the modernization of our jeepneys, 
and there are a lot of, of course, complaints on the 
changes that the government is going to do in this 
particular field. But, right now, I believe that we have 
hurdled most of these problems including some of the 
problems that concern bank financing, and so this is 
an ongoing project.

REP. SUAREZ. Can we have that in writing, 
distinguished Sponsor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor. Yes, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. Now, can we go to the Metro Rail 
Transit.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. One of the major setbacks 
in the DOTr performance is the administration 
and management of our railways in general but 
particularly the MRT 3. In 2016, there were 587 
cases of passenger unloading incidents, which is 95.7 
percent higher than its target of 3,000 cases in 2017. 
There was a total of 463 unloading incidents which 
exceeded the target of 361 cases by 25.2 percent. Can 
we be educated, what do you mean by “unloading 
incidents”?

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, “unloading 
incidents” means that the trains stop in their tracks and 
they have to unload the passengers. But, I think it is 
good for the public to know that ever since the DOTr 
took over the MRT 3, we have gone 28, 29 days without 
any unloading incidents.

REP. SUAREZ. Your Honor, the person that 
conceptualized Line 1, Line 3 and Line 7 was the late 
Eli Levin—he passed away, I think, a year-and-a-half 
ago, two years ago—and I myself was skeptical when 
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he said that you could build a mass transit system 
along EDSA and it happened. And he said that it could 
accommodate up to 500,000 passengers a day. So, how 
many passengers do we have, on an average now, for 
the MRT 3?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. We have about 350,000 
passengers a day, with 15 trips.

REP. SUAREZ. Three hundred?

REP. SANDOVAL. Fifty thousand.

REP. SUAREZ. And, of course, the factor will be 
the number of coaches, the difference in time of the next 
coach. Meaning, the interval between the next train, for 
you to expand the number of passengers.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. So, do they have any study because 
of this increasing number of users of this mass transit 
system?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, right now we can 
accommodate up to 500 people—ah, 500,000 a day.

REP. SUAREZ. You were saying you are under 
capacity?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. They are offering 350,000 
but can accommodate up to 500,000 a day.

REP. SUAREZ. They have the capacity to handle 
500,000 passengers a day but they are averaging 
335,000.

REP. SANDOVAL. 350,000, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. 350,000?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. And this is subsidized rate.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. How much are you charging 
now?

REP. SANDOVAL. P26 per person, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Can you speak louder, distinguished 
Sponsor.

REP. SANDOVAL. P26 per person, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Five …

REP. SANDOVAL. P26 , on the average, per person.

REP. SUAREZ. Is it regardless of the station or 
per station?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is not …

REP. SUAREZ. Now you are measuring distance.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. Kasi dati ho one, dati isa lang ang 
bayad… 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. …all the way na iyan, ke bumaba 
ka nang maiksi or humaba, pareho din ho ang babayaran 
mo.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Ito po ay average na 
binabayaran doon po sa buong ruta, kasi hindi naman 
lahat ng pasahero end-to-end. Iyong iba, may baba sa 
gitna, so that is the average fare, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. I remember this clearly, distinguished 
Sponsor, Mr. Speaker. When we conceptualized Line 
1 and Line 3, we had that dream scenario of making a 
complete loop at the whole of the national—the whole 
of Manila, Quezon City, Pasay, Makati, Pasig. Isang 
loop ho iyan. But do I understand it that the trains are 
not compatible with the rail?

REP. SANDOVAL. It is still possible to use those 
trains, but they have to fix the signaling system.

REP. SUAREZ. You mean to say the coach of Line 
3 can pass on to the rail of Line 1?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, we have just to change the 
signaling system. It is possible, yes, Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. I remember the time of the late 
Secretary Mendoza that they told me that the rail was 
not the same. Can I just be clarified,…

REP. SANDOVAL. Pero puwede pong gamitin 
iyan.

REP. SUAREZ. ...for the final time, is it compatible? 
And you are making a statement that the train of Line 3 
can operate and run on Line 1.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct. 
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REP. SUAREZ. How about Line 7?

REP. SANDOVAL. No, you cannot. 

REP. SUAREZ. Hindi puwede.

REP. SANDOVAL. Hindi puwede. 

REP. SUAREZ. And definitely, not Line 2. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Definitely not, Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. That does not seem to be a good 
idea, hindi ba? Iba’t ibang trains, so…

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. …nawawala iyong ating single 
point of maintenance.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. 

REP. SUAREZ. Kung pare-pareho ang train, it is 
cheaper to maintain. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, well…

REP. SUAREZ. But apparently, the Department has 
different train for different rail.

REP. SANDOVAL. You are correct, Your Honor, 
and that is why moving forward, the Department is….

REP. SUAREZ. Which I said is a monstrous 
nightmare maintenance program, rather than maintaining 
it, because if you have a lot of trains using the same 
manufacturer or one design, mura ho ang maintenance 
mo, hindi ba?

REP. SANDOVAL. I believe…

REP. SUAREZ. May case pa na kung ang isang 
train na ito outmoded na, hindi na mina-manufacture, 
may problema ka sa maintenance.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. 

REP. SUAREZ. Do we have any case here na iyong 
train na ginagamit natin hindi na mina-manufacture 
noong manufacturer? 

REP. SANDOVAL. MRT 3 po, hindi na mina-
manufacture.

REP. SUAREZ. So, that was Czechoslovakian, if 
I am not mistaken.

REP. SANDOVAL. You are correct, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. So, iyong Czechoslovakian 
company na gumawa noong Line 3 train, nagsara na?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. So, where do we get the 
maintenance?

REP. SANDOVAL. From other service providers, 
Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. Not from the manufacturer. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Mayroon namang nagpo-
provide ng mga service diyan, Your Honor, but moving 
forward, the Department of Transportation hears your 
concern and they are pushing for the standardization 
of the trains.

REP. SUAREZ. Do we have different coach for 
male and female?

REP. SANDOVAL. Excuse me, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Are they, I mean, the female and 
the male are in the same coach.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, they have—the first car is 
reserved for senior citizens.

REP. SUAREZ. Female? Kasi kung minsan nakikita 
ko ho iyong ipinalalabas kung minsan sa YouTube, 
iyong mga indecent incident wherein female passengers 
are being molested …

REP. SANDOVAL. Pati po mga babae, mayroon 
silang special coaches. 

REP. SUAREZ. So, what is the solution of the 
management of MRT to…

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, they have a special train 
or the front of the train for the senior citizen…

REP. SUAREZ. For female and…

REP. SANDOVAL. …and female.

REP. SUAREZ. What is the percentage of 
passengers? Is it more on male or more on female, 
distinguished Sponsor? 

REP. SANDOVAL. They are almost the same, 
Your Honor.
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REP. SUAREZ. I am trying to emphasize the fact 
and urgency of this particular mode of transit. And I 
will repeat the statement of this Representation, that the 
mass transit system is an equalizer between a rich man 
and a poor man. I have said that in different occasions, 
because a well-off individual with his own vehicle can 
dictate his time, on what time he leaves and what time 
he gets to his destination, because he can control his 
travelling time. He can accelerate and he can decelerate. 
The same thing with mass transit, you have a certain 
time or stop per station, so you can virtually dictate on 
what time you want to reach your destination.

So, it is an equalizer, Your Honor. This is precisely 
the reason why it should be well maintained and there 
be no delays in the normal route for the benefit of the 
passenger. 

How much are we subsidizing per passenger?

REP. SANDOVAL. About P15 to P30 per 
passenger.

REP. SUAREZ. Per passenger.

REP. SANDOVAL. MRT 3.

REP. SUAREZ. So, if you multiply that by 350,000, 
you are subsidizing roughly P12 million a day?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is about correct, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. About that much, Your Honor.

REP. SANDOVAL. You know, Mr. Speaker, even 
during the time of the former President, now our 
Speaker, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, there were moves 
already to raise the fare because we were heavily 
subsidizing the passengers, but it had always been a 
political decision. 

If we follow and try to operate our mass transit 
as a business, then, yes, it dictates that we do raise it. 
But since it is the equalizer between the rich and the 
poor, then, the government finds it a necessity, really, 
to subsidize the fare.

REP. SUAREZ. I have no qualms or issues on that 
because in the world, the only moneymaking mass 
transit is Hong Kong.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. Lahat ho are being subsidized …

REP. SANDOVAL. Tama po iyan.

REP. SUAREZ. … by the government. So, kung 

aalisin po natin ang subsidy, magkano ang magiging 
farebox rate? Gaano mo itataas ito para makuha nila 
iyong, ika nga, self-sustaining MOOE?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, about P30 to P50, Your 
Honor, per passenger.

REP. SUAREZ. How much?

REP. SANDOVAL. P30 to P50 per passenger.

REP. SUAREZ. P30 …

REP. SANDOVAL. To P50.

REP.  SUAREZ. And r ight  now, we are 
charging…

REP. SANDOVAL. P15, kaya about P30.

REP. SUAREZ. I remember the time when I 
had a very colorful discussion with the Secretary on 
the issue of the common station between Line 1 and 
Line 3, and of course, the decision of the Secretary 
then to put it in that Trinoma area was the one that 
was implemented. Still, I believe our Congressional 
position that for the convenience of a passenger who 
is going to move from Line 1 to Line 3, a common 
station will be a better solution. What is the status 
now on—Your Honor, the revenue operations of 48 
light rails by Dalian Company worth P3.8 billion were 
delayed for 345 days as of the year end of 2017. Where 
are they now?

REP. SANDOVAL. I remember, last year, I think, I 
believe you also asked these questions. They are …

REP. SUAREZ. Are the trains here already?

REP. SANDOVAL. The trains are here and last…

REP. SUAREZ. Are they paid already?

REP. SANDOVAL. We have not paid them.

REP. SUAREZ. Have we paid already?

REP. SANDOVAL. We have not paid them, iyong 
advanced payment lang.

REP. SUAREZ. We have not paid them.

REP. SANDOVAL. We have not paid them, 
only the advanced payment was paid during the last 
administration. It is about P600 million. But during last 
budget briefing, the Secretary specifically said that they 
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have an ongoing audit regarding the usability of these 
trains, and right now, the audit has been completed 
already and the trains are being fixed in order to suit 
our needs, all at no cost to the government.

REP. SUAREZ. But, what happened to these 
allegations of fixed contract which was raised during 
the 2016 Presidential election? Are you familiar with 
this issue, distinguished Sponsor, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it was …

REP. SUAREZ. Iyong sinabing minadali iyong 
pagbili, and there were some allegations that the 
Undersecretary had been going to China. May I know 
what happened to that case, distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SANDOVAL. Are you talking about the 
purchase of the trains or the maintenance, Your 
Honor?

REP. SUAREZ. It was consummated.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Are you talking about the 
purchase of the Dalian trains, Your Honor?

REP. SUAREZ. Yes, yes.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it was consummated, and 
in fact, the Secretary wanted to really rescind this. But, 
as per the auditors that we used, which is a foreign 
company, they said, this can be remedied and that is 
what is happening now.

REP. SUAREZ. Well, we now have MRT on the 
construction stage, but, according to this report, it was 
supposed to be completed by 2019, but you moved that 
to 2020. Is this correct, distinguished Sponsor?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor. 
Tama po iyon.

REP. SUAREZ. Can you ask the good Secretary 
whether this is correct, that the target completion of 
Line 7 will be in 2020?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct.

REP. SUAREZ. Why the slippage?

REP. SANDOVAL. Right of way acquisition, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Right of way.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. You are passing through government 
property, ano hong right of way ninyong …

REP. SANDOVAL. They have a problem with the 
depot in San Jose Del Monte and that is what delayed 
the project.

REP. SUAREZ. But still, it is government property, 
Your Honor. Hindi ba mayroon tayong leeway from the 
center line of a road, at may easement tayo?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. So, why are we going to have a 
problem with the right of way?

REP. SANDOVAL. Okay lang po iyong alignment, 
iyong depot ang may problema.

REP. SUAREZ. Line 7 will be constructed on a 
PPP. Am I correct, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct.

REP. SUAREZ. And, what will be the farebox, if 
that will be operational?

REP. SANDOVAL. Eleven plus one, base fare on 
P1 per kilometer, Your Honor, eleven plus one.

REP. SUAREZ. So, hindi ito katulad ng Line 3 at 
Line 1, ano?

REP. SANDOVAL. It is the same, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. No, mas mahal ito. The same?

REP. SANDOVAL. It is the same, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. On a per kilometer basis?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it is.

REP. SUAREZ. So, subsidized ulit natin ito? So, 
mayroon tayong guarantee performance.

REP. SANDOVAL. Hindi, hindi.

REP. SUAREZ. No, guarantee performance 
payment. The bank will not lend if you do not have a 
guarantee performance.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct.

REP. SUAREZ. Can we go to––I am comfortable 
because I know the one who is building has the capacity 
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to finance this. What will be the train that will be used 
here, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Korean trains.

REP. SUAREZ. Korean train?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Sir. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. I thought it was Japanese.

REP. SANDOVAL. Korean.

REP. SUAREZ. Not Sumitomo?

REP. SANDOVAL. No. Hyundai Rotem.

REP. SUAREZ. Hyundai will be the one?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. Can I go to the Land Transportation 
Office? In 2018, it started to release the first batch of 
plates of motor vehicles registered in 2016. As of July 
4, 2018 the LTO Plate Making Plant produced a total of 
231,000 pairs of motor vehicle plates which will cover 
the July to December requirements. When will the rest 
of the plates be released, distinguished Sponsor?

REP. SANDOVAL. As of now, Your Honor, the 
plates up to April 2017 were already given to the District 
office for distribution.

REP. SUAREZ. I noticed that the plates now are 
different from the plates of yesteryears. You noticed 
that, distinguished Sponsor? Kasi dati, plaka tapos may 
year, hindi ba? Ngayon, binago nila ang set-up. So, what 
will be the means of our police enforcers to make sure 
that the traversing vehicle is using an expired plate?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, the present format has 
three letters and four numbers, and it has also RFID 
in it, and the old plate is, I believe, three numbers and 
three letters.

REP. SUAREZ. Also this year, LTO lands its online 
appointment in scheduling for license renewal. Did the 
LTO spend money for this program, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. That program was developed 
in-house by the LTO, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. How much was this program?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Practically no cost because 
it was within the capability of the IT department of LTO.

REP. SUAREZ. So, mayroon na tayong mga check 
and—about drivers-applicants. Hindi na mangyayari 
iyong naulit na mayroon tayong binigyan ng lisensya 
na bulag, Your Honor.

REP. SANDOVAL. Wala na po, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. On this LTFRB, they have released 
new franchises for transport network of ridesharing 
companies making a total of 65,000 franchises. Is that 
correct, 65,000 franchises, distinguished Sponsor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. That is correct and that is 
the cap for the TNVS, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. They believe this will be 
effective?

REP. SANDOVAL. According to the study, yes, 
Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. You are very good in answering, 
distinguished Sponsor. You seem to have the aura of 
confidence that what you are telling me is right.

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, of course you are my 
mentor, Your Honor, and I will appreciate any question, 
especially if they can be answered by yes or no.

REP. SUAREZ. That is your advantage. You do 
not really give long detailed answers unlike the other 
Sponsors. You are very wise.

REP. SANDOVAL. I would like to keep it short, 
Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Can I go to the CAB? There had 
been a lot of cases of delayed and cancelled—is the 
CAB here, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, they are here, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. CAB is the governing body that 
controls anything that flies. Is that correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is CAAP.

REP. SUAREZ. Teka, sandali lang, ...

REP. SANDOVAL. CAB and CAAP, Sir.

REP. SUAREZ. … CAB or kuwan? Hindi …

REP. SANDOVAL. If you are talking about 
engagement to fly or commerce of air, that is under the 
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CAB, while the airports and the other things are with 
CAAP.

REP. SUAREZ. How good is our en route traffic 
system now with the …

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, good, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Are you sure?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it is.

REP. SUAREZ. You do not have a blind spot?

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, they just put in a new 
radar system to monitor the flights and it is now near 
NAIA 2.

REP. SUAREZ. I will cite to you an example, when 
I take off from NAIA and my destination is Davao, will 
I be always on the radar?

REP. SANDOVAL. With the new radar, yes, Your 
Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. Is the air traffic en route system 
now operational? 

REP. SANDOVAL. It is under transition.

REP. SUAREZ. Under construction. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Under transition. 

REP. SUAREZ. What radar are we using now? 

REP. SANDOVAL. We are using the Thales radar, 
Thales, Thales.

REP. SUAREZ. Manufactured by what country?

REP. SANDOVAL. Australia, Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. Your Honor, a radar is a system 
that sees what is in the air. The military has the same. 
They also have a radar. So, why do we have two radars 
when we are only looking at one plane, one military 
and one civilian? I had been asking them to co-exist for 
better maintenance. What happened to the proposal of 
Congress, having just one two operators, one radar is 
for monitoring military movements and one operator is 
for monitoring civilian movement?

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, you know it 
was very hard to talk with the Minority Floor Leader 
especially that I know he is the radar guru. But according 

to the brains of CAAP, that the commercial planes use 
different radars than the military planes probably 
because of the identification system, the transponders 
of this aircraft uses a different radar. 

REP. SUAREZ. But they are required. Everyone 
must have transponders.

REP. SANDOVAL. Most of the military planes, 
Your Honor, do not have transponders 

REP. SUAREZ. Well, for military purposes, Your 
Honor. They are not supposed to be seen. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, and that is why we have 
to use another radar system for them. And I believe 
that is true not only for our country, but also to the 
different air forces or military crafts all over the world, 
Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. Does the Civil Aeronautics Board 
also handle farebox on how much should be the rate per 
passenger of a certain flight, let us say Manila-Cebu. 
Who dictates the rate?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it is the CAB in consultation 
with the airlines. 

REP. SUAREZ. And are they following guidelines 
on return of investment, Your Honor, they have?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, they do have guidelines, 
Your Honor. 

REP. SUAREZ. I will temporarily give the option 
to other Members who may want to interpellate, Mr. 
Speaker, distinguished Sponsor. But I am coming back. 
I have some more data to ask. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you, 
Minority Leader. 

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
recognize the Hon. Ruby M. Sahali of the Lone District 
of Tawi-Tawi for her interpellation.

I so move, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Our 
distinguished Representative from Tawi-Tawi, Hon. 
Ruby Sahali, is recognized to interpellate the good 
Sponsor. 

REP. SAHALI. Bismillahi rahmani rahim. 
Assalamu’ alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuhu. 
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Mr. Speaker—am I recognized now, Mr. Speaker? 
Okay, thank you. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). You may 
proceed. 

REP. SAHALI. Mr. Speaker, I rise on account of a 
personal privilege. Under Section 102 of Rules as well 
as point of order considering the fact …

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 8:39 p.m. 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 8:41 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. The Hon. Ruby M. Sahali is 
ready to direct her questions to the Sponsor. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). So, this is 
just to clarify, Majority Leader. She will not rise on a 
personal and collective privilege, but will interpellate 
the Sponsor of the budget. 

REP. ROA-PUNO. That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
She has questions that are to be directed to the 
Sponsor. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Therefore, 
we recognize our distinguished Lady from Tawi-Tawi, 
Hon. Ruby Sahali, for interpellation. 

REP. SAHALI. Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.
After conferring with the Sponsor of the Department 

of Transportation and in lieu of my love and respect to 
Secretary Tugade, I withdraw my motion, Mr. Speaker. 
But I would just put it on record that I am supporting the 
budget of the Department of Transportation including 
the attached agencies and corporations. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you, 
Representative Sahali. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Representative Sahali, for your support to the 
budget of the DOTr.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, for his interpellation, 
I move that we recognize the Hon.Tomasito “Tom” S. 
Villarin of AKBAYAN Party-List. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
Representative from AKBAYAN Party-List, Hon. Tom 
Villarin, is recognized to interpellate the good Sponsor. 

REP. VILLARIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
Majority Leader. 

Would the good Sponsor be open to some 
questions? 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor. 

REP. VILLARIN. Well, first, on the budget, how 
much was the increase from DOTr’s 2018 budget to the 
proposed 2019 Budget?

REP. SANDOVAL. There is an increase of 89 
percent and that is an increase of about P35 billion, from 
P40 billion to P76 billion in 2019, Your Honor. 

REP. VILLARIN. Yes, so it means that there was 
a significant increase in the budget? So, while other 
agencies’ budgets were decreased, but here, the DOTr 
an got 89 percent increase. 

REP. SANDOVAL. No, sorry, Your Honor, it is a 
12-percent increase from P68 billion to P76 billion in 
2019.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. So, it is just P76 billion, 
not P92 billion.

REP. SANDOVAL. No, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. P76 billion.

REP. SANDOVAL. P76 billion.

REP. VILLARIN. So, the difference of 2018 and 
2019 is around how many billions?

REP. SANDOVAL. Pardon me, Your Honor?

REP. VILLARIN. The difference in terms of the 
amount.
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REP. SANDOVAL. From 2018 to 2019, we are 
talking about P7.9 billion.

REP. VILLARIN. So, P7.9 billion. Does the 
increase—what would be the expenses for this increase 
in budget?

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, a lot of this budget 
includes the mandatory increase for personnel, RLIP, 
and Foreign-Assisted Projects for rail projects.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. So, again, what are the 
excuses of other agencies, most of the increases would 
be related to personnel, not on new programs.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. There are also new 
programs here for the rail projects.

REP. VILLARIN. For the rail projects.

REP. SANDOVAL. Actually, the Maintenance and 
Other Operating Expenses were decreased by about a 
billion but the increase is for right-of-way. These are for 
Philippine obligations for foreign-funded projects.

REP. VILLARIN. When you say obligations, these 
are the commitment fees and the equity that would be 
raised for some loans.

REP. SANDOVAL. No, these are not fees, but 
these are the commitments of our government to start 
the projects and some of them are also right-of-way 
acquisition, some of them are for budget of the civil 
works and for the people that will be demolished or 
they will be moved out of that project.

REP. VILLARIN. So, yes. In your budget, it says here 
that there is number 8 in the Special Provisions, right-of-
way acquisition to the tune of P26,992,857,000.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, this would go to ROW mostly 
for the rail project, Your Honor?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, almost 100 percent for rail 
project. Actually, the P23 billion of it will go to the Metro 
Manila Subway Project, P3 billion to the PNR South 
Commuter Project from Solis to Los Baños, and P60 
million for the new Cebu International Container Port.

REP. VILLARIN. So, when you say right-of-way 
acquisition, this money would just be used to buy out 
the lands. Will this also include the resettlement of …

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it does. Actually, …

REP. VILLARIN. Can we have a breakdown of 
this P26 billion?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor, I have it here 
with me and I can give it to you.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes, please, yes, because my next 
focus would be on the resettlement of those affected 
in the railway and the other transport projects that 
will be implemented. So, do you have sort of a study: 
how many residents will directly be affected by these 
projects, and what are the modes of resettlement that 
DOTr is proposing?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. Usec TJ Batan has a copy 
of it and I can assure you that with the resettlement of 
the people that will be affected by this project, it will be 
a very fair resettlement, either in cash or in housing.

REP. VILLARIN. Well, I understand that would be 
the objective, but again, I am looking at the process, 
because as we all know, thousands will be affected and, 
of course, the settlers in these areas most likely would 
want to be resettled just near where their livelihoods are. 
We do not want to see a resettlement program wherein 
lands will be acquired but the affected beneficiaries 
would be resettled somewhere in the Sierra Madre or 
somewhere very far from where they are settling. So, 
do we have those specific plans?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, we do have specific plans. 
In fact, we are going to follow the HUDCC guidelines 
and, in fact, there was already a survey on how many 
affected families there will be like in the PNR, and I was 
quite surprised, Your Honor, that, I think the guidelines 
now are—it is about 550,000 families that will be 
affected. During my time, when the North Rail was 
being implemented, I think they only got P70,000.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. So, if there are 150,000 
affected families, ...

REP. SANDOVAL. About 14,000, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Forty thousand families. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Fourteen thousand.

REP. VILLARIN. Fourteen thousand.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. VILLARIN. But in terms of absolute numbers 
including their family members, that is...

REP. SANDOVAL. Probably...
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REP. VILLARIN. ... 150,000 families.

REP. SANDOVAL. Probably more, Your Honor, 
but what we are saying here is that the guidelines of 
HUDCC will be followed and the first priority will be 
the “in-city” location so that, as you have mentioned, 
they have already jobs in the area, you know, and we 
will try to keep them in the city.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes, and that is also the policy 
direction that the Seventeenth Congress has been 
pushing, an “in-city” on-site resettlement. So, most 
likely, the resettlement programs would adhere to these 
principles and also perhaps, to come up with projects 
for housing that would be like a mixed-use housing, 
MRB types of housing or rather than resettling them 
somewhere very far from where they are living now. 

Do you have a budget for social reparation?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, we do, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. So, it would be handled by 
DOTr?

REP. SANDOVAL. It will be given to the SHFC 
and the other Housing agency, Your Honor. They will 
have a MOA and we will let the Housing agencies 
handle it.

REP. VILLARIN. Well, we have various Housing 
agencies which you mentioned.

REP. SANDOVAL. SHFC.

REP. VILLARIN. SHFC would again confer to the 
socialized housing, and, of course, if you look at the 
financing requirements for the 14,000 families, it would 
also be prudent on the part of the DOTr to consult the 
organizations that would be affected because like our 
party-list organization have members that would be 
affected along these lines, they also want to become 
part of the process.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Given the fact that this would 
be implemented in the—well, I mean it is now being 
implemented, there should be massive consultations to 
be undertaken.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. VILLARIN. So, would the DOTr be willing to 
sit down with these various people’s organizations...

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor. In fact, ...

REP. VILLARIN. ... that would be affected by the 
North South Rail Projects?

REP. SANDOVAL. It is ongoing, Your Honor. In 
fact, as in my own personal capacity. I recently filed a 
Bill for PCUP so that PCUP will also be included in 
these kinds of negotiations because before, it is only 
the city and the Housing agencies that are concerned. 
Now, under this Bill, I want the PCUP consulted so 
that all these people’s rights and benefits can be given 
accordingly. 

REP. VILLARIN. Well, PCUP could be one 
agency, but most likely, it should also involve directly 
the organizations because we have organizations 
pushing for the people’s plan as a type of approach 
for resettlement and—well, I understand PCUP’s role 
is the accreditation of these organizations but that can 
also be done through SHFC which, I think, would be 
the agency that can address these concerns.

REP. SANDOVAL. Your Honor, I can assure you 
that the DOTr is on top of this situation, also, because 
the funders, like for example, JICA, which is funding 
the project, wants to make sure that everyone is treated 
right and that is why it is part, actually, of the agreement 
that we have, one of the conditions that all the proper 
safeguards are made.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes, because I understand there 
are World Bank, JICA, and ODA standards with regard 
to the social issues and it should not in a way, impact 
on the residents negatively.

Now, okay, if you have already these big transport 
projects, my next question would be in terms of—how 
do you view contingent assets? Because when we do 
infra projects, I just like to cite an example, MRT 3 …

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. VILLARIN. … in 2003 or 4 when it was 
finished, the values of assets within and along those 
lines, within one kilometer radius, for example, in these 
transport hubs, ballooned by P150 billion. So, now, 
because the government will be spending and borrowing 
money for these big transport hubs, grids, most likely, 
we would see these big real estate developers taking the 
chunk of these transport hubs, grids. So, well, it is very 
clear, like our MRT stations in EDSA, all of the stations 
na doon iyong babaan ng pasahero, makikita mo iyan, 
the good guys—I do not know who are the good guys, 
are they the good guys or the bad guys—but these good 
guys rake in billions of windfall profits just because the 
government put in this integrated transport network. So, 
ibig sabihin, mas ang nakikinabang, hindi naman iyong 
ordinaryong commuter or even ang gobyerno.
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REP. SANDOVAL. Oo.

REP. VILLARIN. So, again, I can foresee, with 
these North, South Rail, lahat ho ng magiging stations 
diyan, bibilhin na iyan. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Well, it is …

REP. VILLARIN. So, how do we envision? For 
DOTr, how do you—because you have to make a plan, 
a study, how can government generate revenues, and 
one of the revenue mechanisms that, I think, would 
far outweigh in a TRAIN Law would just be looking 
at the contingent assets that would arise from these 
transport hubs. So, ang tanong ko, pinag-aaralan ba ng 
DOTr iyan?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, actually, Your Honor, in 
fact, it is the policy of DOTr to work with the local 
government and for DOTr to put up the stations, so 
that it is also the government who will benefit from the 
appreciations on that matter.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. What I am saying is that—
kumbaga sa karanasan natin sa MRT 3, hindi ba? Alam 
natin na dito sa buong EDSA, nag-sprout diyan iyong 
mga residences at commercial centers from north to 
south that even caused traffic. Hindi ba? Iyong EDSA, 
ma-traffic dahil sa maraming mga mall na nagsusulputan 
and it is being charged to the  government. My question 
is, ito bang mga malalaking—the good guys at sino 
pang mga developers—how much are they paying 
from the windfall profits they are generating? At iyon 
pa iyong masaklap, sila iyong nasa top ten billionaires’ 
list ng ating bansa just because they got windfall profits 
from our major infrastructure? So, iyon po iyong 
nakakalungkot, and now, I am telling this to DOTr 
because you are in charge of these gigantic, massive 
na integrated transport projects. At sana naman in 
the next budget hearing, DOTr can present feasibility 
studies on how would the transport hubs, if there would 
be contingent assets that can be developed, meaning, 
mako-compute natin, kumbaga, one hectare within 
the radius of that station, magkano ang iyong itatas na 
valuation, instead of taxes, and what would be—if they 
put up a commercial center, what would be the potential 
profits of these big establishments na puwedeng i-tax 
din ng gobyerno.

Perhaps you can ask the Ways and Means Committee 
to come up with a revenue-generating measure, and I 
think iyan po ang progressive taxation if ever. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Opo.

REP. VILLARIN. We tax those who make windfall 
profits out of our major infra projects. Unfortunately, 

ngayon, Mr. Speaker, good Sponsor, iyong Build, Build, 
Build is really where the taxpayers are paying for these 
transport hubs. Ang challenge ko, can we look at how 
government, how our taxpayers can benefit not just 
because of riding, maging efficient or easier, but in 
terms of the revenue side.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor, we will look 
into it.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay.
Hopefully, studies can be made, kasi kung may 

contingent liabilities, most likely may contingent 
assets that we can also look into. Now, on the 
Jeepney Modernization Program, I think this has 
been a controversial issue, and I do hope the DOTr 
has realized na huwag naman daw sabihin na iyong 
jeepney or there is this “mababang pagtingin” 
sa ating mga jeepney drivers. On that note, the 
government—I think the DOTr is planning to give 
P80,000 financial assistance to jeepney drivers to 
procure new jeepneys. What is the price range of 
a new jeepney that the DOTr or the private sector 
will be supplying?

REP. SANDOVAL. About P1.2 to P1.8 million, 
Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. P1.2 million to …

REP. SANDOVAL. P1.8 million.

REP. VILLARIN. Is that P8 million?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is P1.2 to P1.8 million.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. In this P80,000 assistance, 
in terms of, say, that amount that will be loaned, does 
the jeepney driver or the operator have to pay it in seven 
years or five years?

REP. SANDOVAL. In seven years, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Seven years, at how much 
interest?

REP. SANDOVAL. It is at 6 percent.

REP. VILLARIN. That is 6 percent per annum.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, per annum.

REP. VILLARIN. Per annum, okay. For example, 
a loan of P1.2 million, at 6 percent per annum plus the 
principal, how much would a jeepney driver be paying 
on a monthly basis?
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REP. SANDOVAL. Less than P600 a day, Your 
Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Six hundred—assuming that 
seven times a day he would go out, if you know how 
a jeepney driver earns, kayod kalabaw po talaga sila, 
perhaps 12 hours sabihin na natin ang pinaka-least that 
he can drive, as you have said, P600 a day, assuming that 
there would be no accidents or other misfortunes that 
could happen, that would still be too much for a jeepney 
driver. Kung ikumpara natin sa isang manggagawa, 
iyong daily wage earner, ang minimum wage po sa 
NCR ngayon, I think, is P572 or P578. Ibig sabihin, 
mas mataas pa iyong babayaran ng isang jeepney driver 
kaysa sa daily wage earner. How about the expenses for 
food and expenses for education? Talagang mabigat 
iyong P600. Ano sa tingin ni good Sponsor with that 
observation, Mr. Speaker?

REP. SANDOVAL. Alam ninyo, ang gobyerno ay 
talagang itutulak ang proyektong ito dahil sa tingin 
nila ay mas makakaganda sa ating mga operator, sa 
ating mga jeepney, at safety of the passengers ang 
pinag-uusapan natin dito. It is not only, of course, 
the driver, but also the passengers that also matter. 
Maybe off-hand sasabihin natin na medyo mabigat, 
but what we are talking also is lesser maintenance, 
we are also talking about lesser fuel consumption and 
oil consumption. 

 Alam ba ninyo, I consulted my jeepney drivers on 
their consumption of oil. Ang oil consumption, hindi po 
gasoline consumption, is about P10,000 a month.

REP. VILLARIN. Is that before the TRAIN Law 
or after the TRAIN Law?

REP. SANDOVAL. No, right now, Your Honor. 
Yes, iba pa iyong gasolina. Ano po ba ang ibig sabihin 
nito? Hindi ka naman dapat gumagamit ng P10,000 
isang buwan sa oil. That means, puro mahihina na, 
loose compression na siguro ang makina nito kaya 
kumakain ng oil. Iyon ang magiging savings. Okay, 
kahit na malaki nang konti ang binabayaran natin, ang 
take home natin ay mas malaki.

Now, we are talking about amortization, but with 
this modernization, we are talking about P600-a-day 
amortization. But when we equate it to actual income 
after we have paid the amortization, this will be a better 
deal for our drivers and operators.

REP. VILLARIN. I think we need more discussion 
and consultation with our jeepney drivers because right 
now, this P600-a-day computation for payment of the 
loan would still be too much. What I am just suggesting, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, is we could still think out 
of the box on how to—I am with you with regard to 

modernizing our transport system and also addressing 
the woes of commuters when it comes to having a ride. 
Ang panawagan lang is that we think out of the box 
kung paano pa matutulungan sila. Of course, we have 
cooperatives that can avail of this. So iyon lang, iyong 
panukala ay sana patuloy ang dayalogo, patuloy ang 
pag-uusap among transport groups. 

Kami rin po may mga grupo na nasa transport sector 
at nananawagan sila ng patuloy na dayalogo hinggil 
dito. Iyon po ang usapin sa jeepney modernization. 
So, would the good Sponsor give us assurance, Mr. 
Speaker? 

REP. SANDOVAL. I am with you, Mr. Speaker. 
Kasama po ako sa pag-uusap dito and I welcome 

any suggestions that the distinguished Gentleman may 
have in this regard.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Now, on the issue 
of modernization of our ports, Mr. Speaker, good 
Sponsor, what are the pipeline projects sa ating ports 
modernization? 

REP. SANDOVAL. Right now, Your Honor, 
according to the NEP, we only have P72 million, down 
from a few billions, P2 to P3 billion from last year for 
port construction and rehabilitation. This year, we only 
have P76 million. It is really disappointing, but we 
hope that with what we have built for the past years 
will suffice for now because most of the budget of the 
DOTr is really aimed into the rail projects.

REP. VILLARIN. So nabawasan ba iyong ating 
pondo for the ports? 

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. VILLARIN. Okay. Have you done some 
studies kung ano ang magiging impact niyan, I mean, 
sa economic activities like trade? Kasi ang assumption 
noon, because we are an archipelago, dapat mas mabilis 
at efficient iyong ating island-to-island navigation.

Do you have studies on the impact ng hindi natin 
pag-modernize at pag-ayos ng ating ports?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes. I think it is good that you 
mentioned the ports and the maritime highway. I, for 
one, …

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). May I 
remind the two Gentlemen to please address your 
questions to the Chair.

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, yes, I am happy 
that he mentioned the ports because that nautical 
highway actually was started by our Speaker Gloria 
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Macapagal-Arroyo during her term as President. From 
that time to this time, I can tell you that the traffic and 
the transportation from Luzon all the way to the Visayas, 
all the way to Mindanao and going back on the other 
route using ferries, are a lot more efficient. 

I think, with the building of these nautical highways 
and the improvement of our ports, we have seen newer 
ships, not only the ones plying from Manila to Batangas, 
but also on the other side like the ports in Allen, Matnog, 
and we may see more of these in the future.

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that there are also talks now 
of establishing ferry services between Southern Palawan 
in Brooke’s Point going to Kota Kinabalu in Malaysia.

REP. VILLARIN. Again, I join my colleague, Mr. 
Speaker, for that. Parang kailangan talaga natin ito to 
strengthen ang ating nautical highway.

REP. SANDOVAL. But if I may add, Mr. Speaker, 
that does not mean that the government is not doing 
anything because we have a government agency, the 
PPA, that is continuously upgrading the commercial 
ports in this country. What I mentioned a while ago are 
the small ports that we have.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. Also, perhaps in the future, 
the PPA could have some discussions with several 
LGUs which have been pushing for the development 
of, as I understand it, like somewhere in Iloilo, Banate 
to E.B. Magalona could be a good source of inter-island 
transport system, rather than the existing Dumangas 
to Bacolod because Banate to E.B. Magalona would 
shorten the route and the time travel if you want to go 
to Cebu kaysa iikot ka pa sa Dumangas. 

There are also studies to show that even in Misamis 
Occidental, when the Panguil Bridge will be completed, 
considering Panguil Bay has a very deep seaport, and 
can also be a good site for an international container 
port, it will again shorten the distance exiting to the 
Pacific or to the South China or West Philippine Sea 
for the trade of goods.

Again, we need more comprehensive in-depth 
studies and look at them not from the perspective of 
kung ano iyong hinihingi ng mga stakeholder but on a 
commercial basis. (Laughter)

REP. SANDOVAL. I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that the 
PPA will be happy to listen to your recommendations.

REP. VILLARIN. Yes. With that, Mr. Speaker, good 
Sponsor, I end my interpellation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you, 
Representative Villarin.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, may we recognize 
the Hon. Salvador B. Belaro Jr. from the 1-ANG 
EDUKASYON Party-List for his interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Representative from 1-ANG EDUKASYON Party-
List, Honorable Belaro, is recognized to interpellate 
the good Sponsor. 

Representative Belaro may proceed..

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, will the good Sponsor 
yield to some questions?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Please 
proceed.

REP. BELARO. At the outset, Mr. Speaker, I would 
just like to thank the Department of Transportation 
for providing my requested document during their 
budget presentation. This is the project profile of the 
San Jose Airport in Camarines Sur. That is, I believe, a 
manifestation of seamless transportation. I just really 
hope that, and it is my fervent wish that their budget 
could also provide seamless transportation for the rest 
of our countrymen. 

May I proceed, Mr. Speaker.
Right of way—may I focus, Mr. Speaker, on 

railways. Under the budget of the DOTr, Office of the 
Secretary, the proposed appropriation for payment 
of right of way is P26,992,857,000. Can the good 
Sponsor…

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, that is correct, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. …confirm this?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is confirmed, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, the proposed 
appropriation has the nature of a lump sum. Can the 
good Sponsor confirm this?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, that is confirmed, but in 
front of me right now is the breakdown of that lump-
sum appropriation.

REP. BELARO. Breakdown?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. BELARO. Is that a one-pager or a two-
pager?
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REP. SANDOVAL. It is a one-pager, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. May I approach?

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). You 
may.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. SANDOVAL. May we have a suspension of 
the session, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 9:15 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 9:15 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

Representative Belaro, you may proceed.

REP. BELARO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I have here a one-pager. Indeed, this 

is their version of a breakdown of a lump sum and I 
would call this a mini lump sum, for lack of a better 
term, or other than that, perhaps a breakdown of a 
lump sum, but still a lump sum, because I believe the 
definition of a lump sum in budget language is that there 
should be an activity or a project with a corresponding 
amount therein. I do not think this would qualify, 
but I would give the benefit of the doubt to the good 
Department, which has in its custody the lump sum as 
being contemplated by this Representation, and I trust 
them with that.

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Next question, Mr. Speaker.
Considering that the Department of Transportation 

will be implementing the right of way, will the payment 
be released to a different agency for implementation?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, it depends on what kind of 
payment will be made. If we are talking about the ISF, 
yes, it will be given to other agencies like the NFA, the 
SHFC and the LGUs.

REP. BELARO. So there are other agencies 
involved as well ...

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes.

REP. BELARO. … in the implementation of the 
payment for the right of way.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Most probably, the lump sum or 
lump sums would fall under the category of “for later 
request” by the DBM.

REP. SANDOVAL. Pardon me, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BELARO. The category of “for later request” 
under the existing Budget Circulars of the DBM because 
it is a lump sum, the nature of the activity has not yet 
been predetermined.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BELARO. For sure, this would be for a later 
release.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. BELARO. Now the question is, what steps is 
the Department doing to ensure that these right-of-way 
payments would be fully obligated, disbursed, inspected 
and accepted by the DOTr by December 31, 2019?

REP. SANDOVAL. Actually, they are already doing 
the consultation and they know the beneficiaries. They 
are also coordinating with the housing agencies and the 
LGUs. The payments will be made in tranches so that 
as they liquidate, they will be given more to work on, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, this Representation 
thanks the good Sponsor for the candor that, at least, 
at this very stage, they have conducted consultations. 
But as a practicing lawyer, I have handled some 
expropriation cases a few years back. I understand that 
expropriation and the eventual payment of right of way 
takes not only months, because it is an understatement. 
It may take years, and in some cases, it may reach, it 
may consume the entire lifetime of a litigant.

Now, under the scheme of one-year validity for 
our budget to be, to undergo the budget cycle, are we 
realistic in assuming that this amount for payment for 
the right of way amounting to P26,992,857,000 would 
just revert to the national or to the General Fund?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, definitely, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.
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REP. BELARO. If that is the case, Mr. Speaker, 
then we should be alerted here by a red flag, not only 
with a red flag, but perhaps the biggest red flag because 
the P26,992,857,000 would go for naught by the end 
of one year.

REP. BELARO. So, therefore, Mr. Speaker, may I 
just make a manifestation to this Committee and the entire 
Congress that we take a serious look at this budgetary 
proposal of P26 billion where, in fact, we are here facing 
the specter of a massive and mammoth unreleased, if 
not, unobligated amount from the national coffers. 

May I proceed, Mr. Speaker to a railway program 
close to my heart, because this involves the Bicol 
Region in which this Representation hails from, the 
North-South Railway Project Phase 2—Tutuban–
Calamba–Batangas—Batangas–Legazpi–Matnog. 

First question, Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, 
do we already have an itinerary of this railway? And 
if yes, may this Representation kindly request for an 
updated copy as of today as to the itinerary of this 
railway.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor, I can furnish 
you an updated copy of the project. 

REP. BELARO. Thank you, distinguished Sponsor, 
Mr. Speaker. It also appears, Mr. Speaker, that this 
project would be valued at around P2.5 billion, 
above P2.5 billion. So, the assumption in order for 
this Representation, that there is a required NEDA 
authorization for this project, is that correct? 

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct and we already 
have the NEDA authorization form.

REP. BELARO. Of course, it is also safe for this 
Representation to assume that there is a multi-year 
obligation authority for this project.

REP. SANDOVAL. We also have that already, 
Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Under the 2018 GAA, the locally 
funded project of the South Railway Project Phase 
2—Tutuban–Calamba–Batangas–Legazpi–Matnog, 
was appropriated P3,213,376,000. Is this correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. May this Representation request 
for an answer from the distinguished Sponsor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
Distinguished Sponsor, please answer the query of the 
interpellator, please.

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, may I have the 
question again.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Will you 
kindly repeat the question, Representative Belaro.

REP. BELARO. Under the 2018 GAA, this project 
was appropriated P3,213,376,000. Is this correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor. 

REP. BELARO. Now, the question is, what is 
the status of implementation of the appropriations 
amounting to P3.2 billion as of June 30, 2018? 

REP. SANDOVAL. In coordination with the 
Housing Department, SHFC, NHA, they are doing the 
preparation and the DOTr will be ready to download 
this amount to the Housing agencies, Your Honor. 

REP. BELARO. May I just complete the question: 
How much of this amount is obligated, and if so, how 
much has already been disbursed? 

REP. SANDOVAL. Right now, none yet.

REP. BELARO. And finally, on this item, 
Mr. Speaker, I noticed that there are no proposed 
appropriations for the same item, the Tutuban–
Calamba–Batangas–Legazpi–Matnog Project for fiscal 
year 2019. May this Representation request for an 
explanation from the distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SANDOVAL. The reason is, Mr. Speaker, that 
we are getting it from an ODA, the Chinese ODA that 
we are negotiating right now.

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, may I proceed to 
another railway project, the North-South Commuter 
Railway Project from Malolos to Tutuban. 

Under your proposed budget—under the budget 
in 2018 GAA, it was appropriated P2,538,205,000. Is 
this correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. And the funds were part of 
comprehensive release, correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. Have the funds been obligated? 
How much as of June 30, 2018?

REP. SANDOVAL. Not yet, Your Honor, but there 
is bid submission already last week, and …
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REP. BELARO. Have the funds been disbursed?

REP. SANDOVAL. Not yet, we are in its evaluation 
and we will award this October, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Now, it appears and it is very 
conspicuous that the appropriation in the 2018 GAA is 
P2.5 billion, but for your proposed budget for 2019, it 
is P14,037,384,000 or an increase of P11.5 billion from 
last year. Correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. How do you justify then the 
increase?

REP. SANDOVAL. Because we will be constructing 
already, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker. This is a P110-billion 
project. 

REP. BELARO. So, this is a lump sum, …

REP. SANDOVAL. No, there is a breakdown, it 
is not a …

REP. BELARO. … which you will provide this 
Committee and this Representation.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

REP. BELARO. We will take it at that. But for my 
final question, Mr. Speaker, may I first be—how much 
amount was appropriated for the Department, your 
proposed appropriation for 2019, total?

REP. SANDOVAL. Total appropriation is P76 
billion, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. P76 billion.

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. BELARO. And P76 billion is P76 billion. 
Mr. Speaker, I always think that one of the badges 
of development in a country is the quality of its rails. 
Right now, we have been hearing stories that either our 
trains stopped at the beginning, stopped at the middle 
or stopped definitely, before reaching their end. This is 
a very deplorable scenario, Mr. Speaker. I think at this 
time that the country is reeling under a lot of problems, 
it would be proper considering that the Department is 
requesting for a huge budget of around P76 billion, 
to ask them to give this Congress a comprehensive 
report on the status of the existing train lines in the 
country, namely: LRT Line 1, Line 2, and MRT, as to 
the conditions, so that we can, by way of aiding the 

legislative process, come out with the necessary laws 
to better improve the train system in this country.

REP. SANDOVAL. We will give a report, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BELARO. Mr. Speaker, let me end my 
interpellation with pressing a commitment from our 
distinguished Sponsor—not only from our distinguished 
Sponsor, from the Secretary of the Department of 
Transportation, so that this will be made public that I 
am requesting them for three documents: number one, 
as mentioned earlier, this Representation is requesting 
for the itinerary of the proposed Tutuban-Calamba-
Batangas-Legazpi-Matnog Railway Phase 2 Project; 
number two, this Representation is also requesting a 
comprehensive report on the status of the three train 
lines that we have right now, in aid of legislation; and 
number three, I already started discussing this during 
the budget presentation of the DOTr, a project profile 
of the LRT Line 1 Extension Project. For purposes of 
clarity and reiteration, may I repeat that these are my 
three requests. May  I get an undertaking from the good 
Secretary that these will be submitted next week?

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, if the honorable 
interpellator will be––that will be his last question, I can 
assure him that I can give the status of all the reports 
within 30 seconds from the end of it.

REP. BELARO. Including the project profile of the 
LRT Line 1 extension?

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). That is 
another question.

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, that is.

REP. BELARO. Well, if that is the case, that is 
indeed seamless transportation, but I guess, half of the 
content would also be seamless as I thought it would be.

With that, good evening, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, 
distinguished Sponsor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you 
very much, Representative Belaro.

REP. SANDOVAL. With that, Mr. Speaker, I am 
ready to hand the report. Thank you very much.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you 
very much, distinguished Sponsor.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, may we recognize 
Rep. Anthony M. Bravo, PhD from COOP-NATCCO 
Party-List for his interpellation.
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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
Representative from COOP-NATCCO Party-List, 
the Deputy Minority Leader, Hon. Anthony Bravo, is 
recognized to interpellate the distinguished Sponsor 
from Malabon. 

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you.

Will the distinguished Sponsor yield to some 
questions?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you.
So, the budget that was allocated or appropriated by 

Congress to the Department of Transportation in 2018 
was P51,474,492,000. Am I correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). And, how much for 2019, for 
comparison?

REP. SANDOVAL. P76 billion, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). P76 billion?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). An increase of more than P20 
or P30 billion, am I correct?

REP. SANDOVAL. Yes, that is correct, Your 
Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). While other agencies suffered 
a huge budget cut, the Agency or the Department 
of Transportation is lucky to have huge amount of 
increase.

REP. SANDOVAL. Mr. Speaker, I stand corrected. 
The total increase is only 12 percent or P7.9 billion, 
not P30 billion.

REP. BRAVO (A.). How much is the increase? 
Please repeat. How much?

REP. SANDOVAL. P8 billion increase …

REP. BRAVO (A.). P8 billion.

REP. SANDOVAL. … from last year’s budget.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Still, the Agency has a 
significant increase as far as the budget is concerned. 
I am just apprehensive of the increase, Mr. Speaker, 

distinguished Sponsor, because I have for myself 
findings of the COA, in 185 pages, but I will not go to 
this one by one because it will take us about three to four 
hours. But, I just want to get a commitment coming from 
the Secretary that this concern, the findings of the COA 
in 2017, which majority of the projects, as mentioned by 
the COA, though I believe that the findings of the COA 
is non-conclusive, Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, 
but since our attention is being called that some projects 
are being delayed too much and, in fact, there was a 
remark that some projects have failed. We want to get 
a commitment coming from the Secretary that this will 
truly be addressed so that the expectation of our people 
of good public transportation will be realized.

REP. SANDOVAL. You have the commitment, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. BRAVO (A.). With that commitment, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like, again, to go back to the previous 
request that I propounded in last Committee hearing 
relative to the status of the Legazpi International 
Airport. Unfortunately, as of this time, I was not given 
the report by the concerned line agency of the DOTr. 
I am also a Bicolano, and in fact, it was my dream 
to realize that this airport be functional. But again, 
I think, it will be delayed again for another two to 
three years.

REP. SANDOVAL. We will submit the report next 
week, Your Honor.

REP. BRAVO (A.). Thank you for that assurance. 
I am pretty sure that the good Sponsor will be the one 
who will comply with that commitment, of course, from 
the Secretary.

REP. SANDOVAL. I will personally hand-carry 
the report to the office of the Honorable Bravo next 
week.

REP. BRAVO (A.). With that, Mr. Speaker, I rest 
my case.

Thank you very much.

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Thank you 
very much.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, we recognize 
Hon. Danny Suarez of the Third District of Quezon.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
distinguished Minority Leader, Hon. Danilo “Danny” 
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E. Suarez, is recognized to continue his interpellation 
on the budget of the Department of Transportation. 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the session.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 9:36 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 9:41 p.m., the session was resumed. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, before we 
recognize the Hon. Danilo Suarez, may we first recognize 
the Hon. France Castro of the ACT TEACHERS for her 
interpellation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Rep. France 
Castro of ACT TEACHERS is recognized. 

REP. CASTRO (F.L.). Thank you po, Mr. Speaker, 
distinguished Sponsor. 

Siguro po manifestation lang po iyong aking 
sasabihin inasmuch as mukhang nakalimutan akong 
ilista as interpellator. So, dalawang statement lang po 
iyong gusto kong sabihin. Unang-una po, Mr. Speaker, 
mayroon pong pahayag si Pangulong Duterte tungkol 
doon sa problema natin doon sa trapik. Mukhang sabi 
niya ay nag-surrender na siya sa trapik, at sinasabi 
ni Pangulong Duterte na parang mukhang hindi na 
maso-solve ang trapik sa kanyang panahon. Tatlong 
taon na nga at mukhang ganoon na nga ang nangyayari 
sa ilalim ng pamumuno ng kasalukuyang Secretary 
Tugade. Pangalawa, Mr. Speaker, gusto ko lang 
i-manifest, dahil ito po iyong sentimyento ng ating mga 
jeepney operators and drivers. Ito po iyong 250,000 
na jeepney drivers and operators na matatamaan dito 
sa jeepney modernization and rationalization plan ng 
ating Department of Transportation. Nakita naman 
natin kung gaano kababa ang utilization nitong project 
na ito.

Itong public mass transportation, sa tingin ko, ay 
hindi ito ipa-prioritize ng kasalukuyang gobyerno. Sa 
ibang bansa po, Mr. Speaker, iyon pong pagda-drive 
ay talaga pong considered na isa pong trabaho.  Pero 
may pahayag po si Secretary Tugade na kung saan sinabi 
niya, at puwede ko bang matanong, saan humugot ng 

lakas ng loob itong si Secretary Tugade sa kanyang 
pahayag na hindi raw dapat na gawing livelihood 
ang transport? Wala pa siguro tayo sa mundo, ang 
transportation ay isang trabaho na.

So, ito lang po ang aking manifestation, Mr. 
Speaker, na sana po iyong Secretary natin ng DOTr 
ay maging sensitive naman sa ating mga maliliit na 
jeepney drivers. Pagmamaliit ito, pang-iinsulto sa 
ating mga jeepney driver. Sana po ang isang opisyales 
ng ating ahensya na katulad ng DOTr ay maging 
sensitive po doon sa kanyang mga stakeholder, 
lalung-lalo na po sa mga jeepney driver. Welcome 
po sa akin, Mr. Speaker, kung gustong sagutin po 
ni Secretary Tugade iyong sinasabi niya. Baka 
puwedeng maipaliwanag natin sa publiko, baka hindi 
naman naintindihan o na-misquote lang siya tungkol 
sa sinabi niyang hindi dapat gawing livelihood ang 
transport. 

Marami pong salamat, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Salamat po, 
Representative Castro. 

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. ORTEGA (V). Mr. Speaker, may we 
recognize the Hon. Danilo Suarez of the Third District 
of Quezon.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
distinguished Minority Leader, Hon. Danny Suarez, is 
recognized. 

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On behalf of the Minority, we have no more question 

to raise on the proposed budget of the Department of 
Transportation, and I move that we terminate, on 
behalf of the Minority, the period of interpellation and 
debate on the proposed budget of the Department of 
Transportation. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). What is the 
pleasure of the Majority?

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Majority, we join the Minority in terminating the period 
of interpellation for the budget of the Department of 
Transportation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
period of interpellation and debate on the budget of the 
Department of Transportation is hereby terminated. 

REP. SANDOVAL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Maraming salamat po. 
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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep .  Abu) . 
Congratulations to the Department of Transportation 
family. (Applause)

The Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION 
OF H.B. NO. 8169

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
suspend the consideration of House Bill No. 8169. 

I so move. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there 
any objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the 
consideration of House Bill No. 8169 is suspended. 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

The session is suspended.

It was 9:46 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 9:47 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized

CHANGE OF REFERRAL 
OF CERTAIN MEASURES

.
REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, I move for 

the change of referral of the following measures: 
House Bills No. 141, 2464, 3537 and 3883, from the 
Committee on Agriculture and Food to the Committees 
on Government Enterprises and Privatization, and 
Agriculture and Food.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved.

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

REP. ORTEGA (V.). I also move for the change of 
referral of House Bill No. 5769, from the Committee 
on Women and Gender Equality to the Committee on 
Health.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, I also move 
for the change of referral of House Bill No. 7196, 
from the Committees on Labor and Employment, 
and Appropriations, to the Committees on Labor and 
Employment, and Civil Service and Professional 
Regulation.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Majority Leader may proceed.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I move 
for the change of referral of House Bill No. 8068, 
from the Committees on Government Enterprises and 
Privatization, and Public Works and Highways, to the 
Committees on Government Reorganization, and Public 
Works and Highways.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. ORTEGA (V.). I move for a few minutes of 
suspension of the session, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 9:48 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 9:48 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized. 

CONSIDERATION OF H.B. NO. 8169
Continuation

PERIOD OF SPONSORSHIP AND DEBATE

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move to resume 
the consideration of House Bill No. 8169. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Secretary General is hereby directed to read 
the title of House Bill No. 8169 for consideration on 
Second Reading. 
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THE SECRETARY GENERAL. House Bill No. 
8169, entitled: AN ACT APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
FOR THE OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES FROM 
JANUARY ONE TO DECEMBER THIRTY-ONE, 
TWO THOUSAND AND NINETEEN, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
we continue the deliberations on the budget of the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, and may we 
recognize the Hon. Edcel C. Lagman of the First District 
of Albay for his interpellation. 

 I so move, Mr. Speaker. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Hon. 
Edcel Lagman from the First District of Albay 
is recognized to interpellate the good Sponsor of 
the budget of the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency. 

REP. LAGMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Will the distinguished Sponsor yield?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Opo, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. I will be limiting my interpellation 
to facts and figures or data related to illegal drugs in the 
country.  First, does PDEA have an annual report 
of the incidence of illegal drug use in the entire 
country?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mayroon po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And this would cover, more 
particularly, 2016 and 2017. Is that correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Can we be given a copy of 
that annual report with respect to drug use in the 
Philippines?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor, we can give you a copy of the report.

REP. LAGMAN. Is that available now?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. In one hour, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor, in one hour.

REP. LAGMAN. In one hour, you mean to say, 
distinguished Sponsor, the PDEA did not bring, collate 
the data, the facts and figures relative to drug use in the 
Philippines?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Can we just submit it to 
you later, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor?

REP. LAGMAN. Well, if it is not available now, 
then I have no other alternative but to accede to the 
request of the distinguished Sponsor to submit it later.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes.

REP. LAGMAN. But when later? When later?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. In one hour, Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. In one hour, you mean to say that 
we have to stay here for another hour in order to wait 
for the data?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. SY-ALVARADO. May we request for a one-
minute suspension of the session, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 9:53 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 9:54 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The distinguished Sponsor is recognized.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, kung maaari 
po ay sa Lunes na po namin ibibigay sa ating kasamang 
Kinatawan Edcel Lagman ang report na hinihingi po 
niya sa PDEA, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Well, yes, I can agree up to 
Monday. I was just trying to follow up on the response 
of the distinguished Sponsor that they could submit that 
within an hour. I will be willing to wait until Monday 
for that report, but I will continue with my interpellation 
based on that report to be submitted on Monday. 

Now, may we know whether that annual report 
is disaggregated into regions, provinces, cities, 
municipalities, and barangays.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.
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REP. LAGMAN. And does that report, which will 
be submitted on Monday, reflect the top five regions in 
the country with respect to the incidence of drug use 
in 2016 and 2017?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Does that report also include the 
top five cities in the country with respect to the incidence 
of illegal drug use?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And we expect to see that in that 
report on Monday.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, my next question is, does 
the PDEA have an annual report on the drug trade and 
trafficking nationwide?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. This is a separate report, is that 
correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And will it be submitted also on 
Monday?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, it will be 
submitted on Monday, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Okay. Is this data on drug trade 
and trafficking disaggregated into regions, provinces, 
cities, municipalities, and barangays?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And we expect to see that 
disaggregation on Monday.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Okay.
Does this report on drug trade and trafficking 

include the identification of drug lords?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, we can only 

give you the names of personalities who were arrested 
pero iyong pinaghihinalaan pa lang po ay hindi pa po 
puwede, Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. Whatever is available.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And that would be given on 
Monday.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And this list of drug lords 
which will be made available on Monday, is that 
also disaggregated into regions, provinces, cities, 
municipalities, and barangays?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, iyon pong 
mga naaresto na drug lords ay maibibigay sa Monday 
pero iyong pinaghihinalaan pa lang po ay hindi pa po.

REP. LAGMAN. We already know that, but my 
question is whether these drug lords who have already 
been apprehended and are not any more mere suspects, 
are they classified into the locations where they operate, 
like regions, provinces, cities, municipalities and 
barangays?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And we are assured that we are 
going to see that on Monday.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. On Monday, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, does this report on drug 
trade and trafficking include the production of local 
shabu and other illegal drugs?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
the list of the dismantled laboratories can be provided 
on Monday based on their regions and municipalities.

REP. LAGMAN. Okay. So, this is also disaggregated 
into regions, …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. … provinces, cities, municipalities, 
and barangays.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker.
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REP. LAGMAN. And, may we know whether that 
data would also include the top five regions and cities 
with respect to drug trade and trafficking.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And we are also going to see that 
on Monday.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, does the PDEA have any 
data on the drug rehabilitation in the country?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. The PDEA can get the 
data from the Dangerous Drugs Board, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And will that be also available 
on Monday?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And that is also disaggregated 
into regions …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. … provinces, cities, municipalities, 
and barangays for 2016 and 2017. Is that correct?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And, that data on drug rehabilitation 
will also show the top five regions and top five cities 
with respect to years 2016 and 2017.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, with respect to drug 
apprehension, is there any annual report on this?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And similarly, this is disaggregated 
into regions, provinces, cities, municipalities, and 
barangays.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. At the moment hindi pa po 
napaghihiwalay-hiwalay ito per region, pero we can also 
give it on Monday, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Okay. So, we will also be given 

on Monday the top five regions and top five cities for 
2016 and 2017 with respect to drug apprehensions?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, does the PDEA have an 
annual report of drug offenders already with cases filed 
in court nationwide?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And that is also disaggregated 
into regions, provinces, cities, municipalities, and 
barangays.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Now, finally, does the PDEA have 
an annual data on the number of convictions versus 
the number of acquittals with drug cases filed already 
in court?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. And that is also disaggregated …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. … into regions, provinces, cities, 
municipalities, and barangays.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. LAGMAN. And with respect to the data on 
drug apprehension and drug cases already filed in court, 
can that also show the top five regions and the top five 
provinces in this category in 2016 …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is correct, Your 
Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. … and 2017?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is correct, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Correct. Well, considering that 
reports will still be handed on Monday, I have no further 
interpellation. And because of the unavailability of 
that report, I could even move for the deferment of the 
termination of the proposed budget of the agency. But 
I will not do that. I will just wait for the report …
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REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. … and from that report, I will 
have to make some conclusions with respect to the 
effectivity of this agency and its qualification or merit 
to get the budget we are proposing for the PDEA.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, distinguished Sponsor, for entertaining my questions.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. LAGMAN. I will wait for that report on 
Monday. What time on Monday?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. At 3:00 p.m. on Monday, 
Your Honor.

REP. LAGMAN. Yes, 3:00 p.m. And if I do not 
get that report, Mr. Speaker, distinguished Sponsor, by 
3:00 p.m. on Monday, I might move for the recall of 
the agency.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, distinguished 
Sponsor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. ORTEGA (V.). Mr. Speaker, we recognize the 
Hon. Danny Suarez of the Third District of Quezon.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Honorable Suarez, our distinguished Minority Leader, 
is recognized for his interpellation.

REP. SUAREZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just have 
some questions for the distinguished Sponsor.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, how 
many users do we have in the country? I am talking 
about the users of shabu.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. About four million users, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Four million—I raised that 
question last year and it is almost the same. Now, just 
to show you …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. … that this is really very alarming, 
Your Honor, is the price of shabu stable, meaning, wala 
hong problema sa supply? And that is quite alarming. 
Dapat po kasi kung masigasig tayo sa paghuli, dapat 
tumaas ang presyo.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. I am not going to debate on that. 
That is the information that the Minority Leader 
has gathered. Maybe at the proper time, we can just 
somewhat take up that issue again. But what I am saying 
is, ang presyo po ng illegal drugs ay stable. So, kagaya 
ho kasi noong nahuli nitong nakaraan na we have some 
contention here wherein the PDEA is saying na may 
nakalusot and then nandito ho kanina si Commissioner 
Lapeñas, sabi nila, walang shabu. Am I correct there that 
the stand of the PDEA is that there was shabu included 
in those magnetic lifters?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is 
correct, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. That is very alarming. Eh ilan ho 
kayang utak ang susunugin ng ganoon kadaming tone-
toneladang shabu? If there are four million users right 
now, how much is that in terms of pesos and cents, 
Your Honor? On an average that hindi ho masyadong 
addicting like dalawang beses lang hong gumagamit 
sa isang araw.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, P333,000 
per day.

REP. SUAREZ. Three hundred …

REP. SY-ALVARADO. That is the consumption, 
333,000.

REP. SUAREZ. …per day, per user.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. 
Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. Three hundred times…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. No, Mr. Speaker, per user 
less than P100.

REP. SUAREZ. Let us say na P100, so four 
million…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Four hundred million.
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REP. SUAREZ. …times 100, that is P40 million a day.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Four hundred million.

REP. SUAREZ. Sabi ho ninyo four million plus 
two zero, that is…

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Four hundred million.

REP. SUAREZ. That is 400 million.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. A day?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. A day po, pero sa 
computation po ng PDEA ay P333 million per day ang 
consumption ng droga sa Pilipinas.

REP. SUAREZ. So, times 30, that is about almost 
P10 billion.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. So the amount—P10 billion times 
12 is P120 billion. So, that is the worth of the industry, 
about P130 billion.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. It is P118 billion exactly, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. And how much is the budget of the 
PDEA that is being requested for approval?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. It is P1.8 billion, Mr. 
Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Kung nakaupo ka siguro sa silya 
mo, natumba ka na sa P1.8. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. To fight an industry worth P180 
billion...

REP. SY-ALVARADO. P118 billion, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. One hundred eighteen. Mukhang—
so the PDEA has to rely on another agency like the 
police, the NBI, hindi po ba ganoon?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. May I just ask some parochial 
question to the PDEA. I am alarmed that lagi pong may 
drug incidents sa aming lalawigan. Unang-una, ang anak 

ko po ang Governor, pero hindi naman ho ako natutuwa 
na sa iisang lugar lamang napakaraming drug problem at 
napakaraming EJK. Marami na hong natumba na mga 
alleged users, serious users or drug lords. So, my question 
is, noong makita ko po iyong order of battle, ipinakita po sa 
akin ng Pangulong Digong na nandoon iyong mga listahan 
ng narco-politicians. Iniabot ho niya sa akin iyon, nasa 
Palasyo kami eh. Sabi niya, “O, pareng Danny, tingnan mo 
ito,” and long list, a lot of the same family name.

Now, can I ask my good friend, General Aquino, 
baka puwedeng higpitan pa natin nang kaunti iyong 
Segunda Distrito, kasi nandoon ho lahat ang activity eh. 
Maybe because of its tactical boundaries, katabi po ng 
iba’t ibang lalawigan na baka doon—ang allegation kasi 
nanggagaling daw sa Cavite, napunta sa amin, ganoon. 
Pero iyon pong ibang distrito, tolerable at napakaliit ng 
problema sa drugs except sa Second District. 

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Your Honor, mas 
hihigpitan po ng PDEA.

REP. SUAREZ. Distinguished Sponsor, can I ask 
the head of this agency? Binigyan ho ba kayo ng kopya 
ng order of battle ng narco-politicians?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. And mayroon na hong marked 
improvement on those lists? Marami nang puwedeng 
burahing pangalan?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Marami na pong naaresto, 
Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, sa narco list.

REP. SUAREZ. So, iyong hinihingi hong listahan 
ng aking kaibigang si Congressman Edcel, ang hihingiin 
ko ho namang listahan doon sa original order of battle, 
puwede ho bang bigyan ninyo naman ako ng listahan 
ng original at ng bago para makita ko po naman kung 
ano na iyong naging improvement, meaning, kung 
nabawasan na ho iyong listahan na iyon.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, Your Honor, 
iyon pong narco list ay considered confidential dahil 
mayroon pong mga personality doon na hindi pa naman 
napapatunayan na drug lord talaga. At marami po doon 
ay hindi pa nahuhuli, Mr. Speaker, Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. Okay, I will work back my 
question, distinguished Sponsor. If a politician is 
protecting a drug lord pero hindi po siya nagbebenta ng 
drug, pinoprotektahan lang niya iyong drug lord, ano 
ho ang classification noong politician na ito?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Mr. Speaker, he is classified 
as a protector of the drug lord.
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REP. SUAREZ. Can a protector of big-time drug 
lords be a candidate for EJK?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. No, Mr. Speaker, Your 
Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. No?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Yes.

REP. SUAREZ. No. I said “no,” you said 
“yes.”

REP. SY-ALVARADO. I said “yes” to your “no,” 
Your Honor. (Laughter)

REP. SUAREZ. (Laughter) I am just somewhat 
concerned about this issue because as I have said, Your 
Honor, during my days with your father who is a very 
good friend of mine, marijuana lang po tayo at happy-
happy ho ang trip ng marijuana. Iyon bagang para kang 
floating. Hindi ba ganoon? Pero ito pong shabu destroys 
the brain at wala hong rehab that clearly defines it to 
be a threat and a clear present danger to our country. 
Kaya kukwestiyunin ko talaga ito. Maling-mali naman. 
When you fight a war, dapat po parehas. Kaya iyon pong 
budget ng PDEA, pagdating ng panahon na tayo po ay 
magsa-summary na ng kuwan, may mga ahensiya po 
na dapat bawasan at mayroon pong ahensiya na dapat 
dagdagan. And I am surprised, ito po bang budget ng 
PDEA ay binawasan pa ng DBM—what they have 
submitted—or tinaasan po sila on what they have 
requested?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Binawasan po, Your Honor, 
Mr. Speaker.

REP. SUAREZ. So, will the distinguished Sponsor, 
Mr. Speaker, agree with me that we should work 
hand-in-hand, hindi lamang ma-restore kundi dapat 
madagdagan po ang budget ng PDEA?

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Tama po, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor.

REP. SUAREZ. With that assurance, Mr. Speaker, 
Your Honor, it is quite late already, on behalf of the 
Minority, we have no more questions on the proposed 
budget of the PDEA.

REP. SY-ALVARADO. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The 
Majority Leader is recognized.

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 

Majority, I join the Minority Leader in his motion to terminate 
the period of interpellation and debate on the proposed 
budget of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the period 
of interpellation on the budget of the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency is hereby terminated. 

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION 
OF H.B. NO. 8169

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
suspend the consideration of House Bill No. 8169.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. ROA-PUNO. Mr. Speaker, I move for a few 
minutes suspension of the session.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is suspended. 

It was 10:21 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 10:21 p.m., the session was resumed.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). The session 
is resumed. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES

REP. ANDAYA. Yes, Mr. Speaker.
On the part of the Majority, I move for the election 

of the following Members to various Committees:

The Majority Leader read the names of the House 
Members elected to the various Committees, per 
Journal No. 22, dated September 21, 2018.

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER 
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

As member:
Rep. Ann K. Hofer vice Rep. Paolo Everardo S. 

Javier
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COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

As member no. 4:
Rep. Edwin C. Ong

COMMITTEE ON SUFFRAGE 
AND ELECTORAL REFORMS

As member no. 4
Rep. Francisco G. Datol Jr. 

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the motion 
is approved. 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION

REP. ANDAYA. Yes, Mr. Speaker, there being no 
other matters to discuss, I move that we adjourn the 
session until ten o’clock in the morning of Monday, 
September 24, 2018.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Abu). Is there any 
objection? (Silence) The Chair hears none; the session 
is adjourned until Monday, September 24, 2018, at ten 
o’clock in the morning. 

It was 10:23 p.m. 
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