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RESOLUTION
ON

THEROLEOFWOMENPOLITICAL LEADERS
INTHE GLOBALIZED ERA

The Twenty-Seventh General Assembly of AIPO:

Cognizant that aglobdized erapresentshumankind with both unprecedented devel opment opportunities
and unique chalengesas cooperation and linkages have been expanded at variouslayers, domainsand

meagnitudes,

Awar ethat while globaization has spawned increased market access, risingincome, greater accessto
information and heightened movement of people, it hasa so rendered economiesvulnerabletofinancia
criseswhich bear high human costs such asbankruptcies, increasein poverty, rising unemployment,
reduced schooling, reduced public services, and increased socia stressand human insecurity;

Emphasizing that managing globalization to ensureamore equitabl e and sustainabl e path to national
and regional devel opment isthetask of the policy makers, particularly women political leaders, since
women arethemogt affected and margindized whenthegainsof globdization arenot equdly distributed;

Recognizingthat gender parity in politica participationisacommitment madeby governmentsthrough
article2to 4 of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
which call on state partiesto actively pursuethe elimination of discrimination in women’spolitical
participation through legal and temporary speciad measuresand affirmative action;

Noting that according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (I1PU), in 2002, women account for only 15.2
percent of membersof parliament inAsiaand 13.6 percent in Southeast Asiafor both singleor lower
house and upper house;

Taking note of the recommended strategies by the |PU to enhance women'’s representation and
participationin politics, anong them increas ng the partici pation of womenin political partiesand the
introduction of gender quotasfor political partiesand elective and appointive politica positions;

Convinced that women political leadersplay anincreasingly important rolein building and maintaining
peaceand socid harmony, sustaining economic devel opment and preserving nationd cultural identities
andfamily vaues,



K nowing that women’ swide-ranging participation and increas ng influence areimportant factorsin
bringing about an dternative standpoint, gpproach and vis onto ensurethat thedownside of globaization
Isminimized, itsbenefits maximized, and the search continued for aternative model sof globalization;

Reiterating the need to set-up a Study Committeeto identify apilot project aimed at promoting
women'sparticipationin political leadership, especidly inlegidative bodiesfor region-wideaction by
AIPO member countries, asinitialy suggested during the 24" A1PO Generd Assembly;

Acknowledging theinval uable contribution and continuing efforts shown by women political leaders
in creating asociety that ispeaceful, healthy and conduciveto dynamic devel opment;

Resolves to:

Encourageal ASEAN and AIPO member countriesto put human concernsand rightsat the
center of national and international policy and action so asto build a more coherent and
democratic architecturefor global integration and cooperation;

Urgeal ASEAN and AIPO member countriesto mobilize partnershipsamong countriesfor a
better understanding of globalization and to help civil society and government determinethe
key concernsand prioritiesto be addressed;

Call upon dl ASEAN and AIPO member countriesto take concrete stepsto actively promote
women'srightsandincreasethe partici pation of women parliamentariansto addresstheimpact
of globdization onwomen,

Urgefurther al AIPO member countriesto facilitate and implement the creation of aStudy
Committeeto ensurewomen’sequa accessto and full participation ingovernment structures.

Adopted this 14" day of September, 2006, in Cebu City, Philippines.



