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27GA/06/Soc/01

RESOLUTION
ON

LEGAL COOPERATIONTO COMBAT TRAFFICKINGIN PERSONS

ReferringtotheAIPO 239 General Assembly Resolution on combating trafficking inwomen, the 250
Genera Assembly Resolution onthe Role of Parliamentariansin combating trafficking of women and
children and the 26" Generd Assembly Resol ution onlegal cooperation to combat traffickinginwomen
and children and,

Recalling the Resol ution 26GA/2005/Soc/03 which mandated the National Assembly of Viet Namto
host the AIPO Meeting onlega cooperation to combat trafficking inwomen and childrenin July 2006
inHo Chi Minh City;

Under lining the seriousness and urgency of the problem of trafficking in personsinthe ASEAN
region, recognizing theimportance of legid atorsand parliaments contributing to the prevention and
prosecution of trafficking in personsand the protection of victimsof trafficking;

Considering the deliberationsin the above-mentioned meeting, the Al1PO del egates and special
observersnotethat:

1 Trafficking in persons, not only inwomen and children but a soinmen, isacomplex
and diverseproblemthat existsin every ASEAN country whether they are affected as
asource, transit and/or destination country. Therefore, itisessentia to harmonisethe
perceptionsand various|evels of awarenessthroughout ASEAN inthisregard and
whether source, trangit or destination must have ashared responsibility in undertaking
appropriate measuresto prevent and combat trafficking in persons;

2. Despite somesuccessinfighting against trafficking, ASEAN countriesrecogni sethat
inthepursuit of thiscommon goal, it requiresdueregard to the UN Protocol against
Traffickingin Persons, supplementing the UN Convention on Transnationa Organized

Crime

3. Theimportance of strong cooperation at national and regional levelsin combating
trafficking in personsand theneed to synergiseinitiativesinlega cooperationby AIPO,
aswdll aslawmaking and monitoring measuresby AlPO members, withASEAN and
ASEAN member countries initiatives,



Thedifficulty in coordinating among nationa lega andjudicia approachesandtherefore
the utmost importance of legal frameworksin enabling prevention and prosecution of
trafficking in personsand the protection of victimsof trafficking;

Theimportanceof legd frameworkstacklingillegal financia gainsincombatingtrafficking
inpersons,

Theuseful experienceand stronger impact madein countriesthrough asingle piece of
|egidation relating to combating trafficking in persons.

Accepting all of the above, the 27" AIPO General Assembly hereby resolves to:

1.

Establish an A1PO Expert Working Group that consists of representatives of A1PO
members, special observersand other relevant parties. The expert working groupis
taskedwith (i) assessng exigting legd frameworksthrough commontoals; (i) developing
aregiona strategy onlega cooperation including information exchangeand capacity
building to prevent and combat trafficking in persons; and (iii) to report the aboveto
the 28" A1PO Genera Assembly. Theworking group will seek close cooperationwith
other relevant organisations active in the areasuch as UN agencies, other |Os and
NGOs.

Promote the effectiveness of combating trafficking in personsthrough strengthening
cooperation between A1PO and ASEAN.

AdviseAlPO members, Specia Observersand Observer Parliamentsto:

a review their legal frameworksrelated to trafficking in personsand develop
specificlegidation ontrafficking in persons, based on acommon understanding
of what isinvolvedintrafficking takinginto consideration criterialaid downin
the UN Protocol and theeffectivecrimindisation of dl actsrelated totrafficking;

b. advocate, as appropriate, for their governments to accede to the UN
ConventionAgainst Transnational Organized Crimeand itsProtocol against
Traffickingin Persons, especialy Women and Children;

C. monitor and overseetheimplementation of lawsand regulationson combating
traffickingin persons,

d. strengthen cooperation among legidative and executive bodiesat nationd level
in promoting the effectiveness of combating trafficking in persons.

To call on UN agenciesand international organizationsto providetechnical support
and fundsto implement Al PO cooperation activitiesamong legid ative bodiesto combat
traffickingin persons.

Adopted this 14" day of September, 2006 in Cebu City, Philippines.



