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ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION
27™H GENERAL ASSEMBLY

10 - 15 SEPTEMBER 2006 A CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES

REPORT
onthe
27" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCTION

The 27" Generd Assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (Al1PO) washeld on 10
— 15 September 2006 at the Marco Polo PlazaHotel, Cebu City, Philippines.

PARTICIPANTS

The General Assembly was attended by del egationsfrom AIPO Member countries: Kingdom of
Cambodialed by H.E. Samdech Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly; Republic of
Indonesialed by H.E. Agung L aksono, Speaker of the House of Representatives; L ao People’'s
Democr atic Republicled by H.E. Thongsing Thammavong, President of the National Assembly;
Malaysia led by Hon. Datuk Lim Si Cheng, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Republic of thePhilippinesled by Hon. Antonio V. Cuenco, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, House of Representatives, Singapor eled by H.E. Abdullah Tarmugi, Speaker of Parliament;
Thailand led by H.E. Suchon Chaeekure, President of the Senateand Acting President of the Parliament;
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam led by H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong, President of the National
Assmbly.

Also present were Specia Observer Delegationsfrom Brune Dar ussalam led by Hon. Yang Amat
MuliaPengiran InderaMahkotaPengiran Anak (Dr.) Hall Kemaludin ibni Al-Marhum Pengiran
Bendahara Pengiran Anak Mohd. Yassin, Speaker of the Legidlative Council, and the Union of
Myanmar led by H.E. Dr. Tun Shin, Deputy Attorney Genera and Member of the Nationa Convention
Convening Work Committee; and Observer Delegationsfrom Australialed by Hon. Peter Slipper,
Member of Parliament; Canadaled by Hon. Joseph Day, Senator of Parliament; People sRepublic
of Chinaled by Hon. Wang Yingfan, Member of the Standing Committee and Vice Chairman of the
ForeignAffairs Committee, Nationa People' sCongress, Eur opean Par liament led by Hon. Hartmut
Nassauer, Member of Parliament; Japan led by Hon. Akio Koizumi, Member of the House of
Councillors, Republic of Korealed by Hon. KimYoung Sun, Member of the National Assembly;
New Zealand led by Hon. Dr. Richard Worth, Member of Parliament; Independent Sate of Papua
New Guinealed by Hon. Bob Dadae, Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament; and Russian
Feder ation led by Hon. Boris Plokhotnyuk, Member of the State Duma.

Guestsincluded ASEAN Secretary General, H.E. OngKeng Yong; Mr.AIPOHon. Manuel M.
Gar cia; representativesfrom themedia, Hanns Seidel Foundation, Par liamentariansNetwor k
on theWorld Bank (PNoWB) and the Centrist Democrat | nter national.



Thelist of delegatesfrom AIPO Member, Specia Observersand Observer Countriesisattached as
Annex“A”.

EXECUTIVECOMMITTEEMEETING

An Executive Committee meeting was held on Sunday, 10 September 2006 at 9:15 0’ clock inthe
evening. Leadersof delegationsand two delegates from each member Parliament, together with
representativesfrom the Special Observer Countries Brunei Darussalam and Myanmar, attended the
meeting presided over by H.E. Jose de Venecia, President of AIPO.

The Executive Committee considered thefollowing:

Program of Activitiesfor Delegatesand Observers
Agendafor the 27" General Assembly

Topicsfor Dialoguewith Observer Countries
Membership of Committees WAIPO

Dateand Venue of the 28" General Assembly

agrwdE

The Executive Committee agreed to hold the 28" AIPO General Assembly in Maaysiaonthethird
week of August 2007.

Thefollowing werealsofavorably consdered:

1. Reading of thespeech of Mr. AIPO No. 1, Professor Dr. Prasop Ratanakorn during the First
Plenary Session;

2. Presentation of the Report by Thailand onthe Regional Seminar for Parliamentariansfrom
South East Asiaand theAsia-Pacific Region on Security Sector ReformsintheNational and
Regiond Contexts, asan agendaitem of the Committee on Political Matters;

3. Inclusionof the proposal of Indonesiato adopt aresolution onthe Middle East relativetothe
L ebanon crigis, asan agendaitem of the Committee on Political Matters;

4.  Inclusonof theproposd to adopt aresol ution on Common Legidativelnitiativeson mproving
the Quaity Standard and Quantity of Agriculture Products, asan agendaitem of the Committee
on Economic Matters;

5. Inclusonof theproposd to adopt aresolution of Common Legidativelnitiativeson Pandemic
DiseasesastheFirst Test Case, asan agendaitem of the Committee on Social Matters;

6. Inclusonof theproposa to adopt aresolution on the crestion of anAnti-Disaster Fund, asan
agendaitem of the Committee on Social Matterson Disaster Management and Emergency
Response.

TheExecutive Committee, upon therecommendation of H.E. Agung Laksono of Indonesia, dsofavorably
considered therequest of the Chairman of the AIPO Ad Hoc Committeeto present its Report on the
Transformation of AIPO into amore Effective and Closely Integrated I nstitution at the First Plenary
Session of the 27" General Assembly.

The Report of the Executive Committee Meeting isattached asAnnex “B”.

TheProgram of Activities, theAgendafor the 27" General Assembly and the Topicsfor Dialoguewith
Observer Countriesare attached asAnnexes“C”,“D”, and“E”, respectively.
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CALL ONH.E.JOSE DE VENECIA, JR.BY LEADERS OF DELEGATIONS OF AIPO
MEMBER COUNTRIES, SPECIAL OBSERVER COUNTRIES AND OBSERVER
COUNTRIES

Theheadsof delegationspaid acourtesy call on H.E. Jose deVenecia, Jr., Speaker of the Philippine
House of Representativesand President of theAlPO, at the Shanghai Room, Marco Polo PlazaHotel
on 11 September 2006 at 8:00 o’ clock inthemorning.

OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 27" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Opening Ceremony of the 27" AIPO General Assembly washeld on 11 September 2006 at 9:00
o clock inthemorning at the Grand Ballroom of the Marco Polo Hotel.

The PhilippineNationa Anthemwassung. Thiswasfollowed by thesinging of theAlPO Songandthe
ASEAN Song by the Mandaue Children’sChoair.

A. H.E.JosedeVenecia, Jr. ddivered theWe comeAddress, citing that the Philippinesand Cebu, in
particular, areblessed to host two mgjor regiond gatheringsthisyear, thisAlPO Generd Assembly,
andtheASEAN Leaders Summitin December. Ashebid welcometo the del egatesand other
participants, he expressed the hope of laying the solid foundationsfor the evol ution of AIPO into
amoreeffectiveand closdly integrated Assembly of ASEAN parliamentary congtituencies.

B. Hon.Manny Villar, President of the Senate of the Philippines, delivered hisRemarks. Inhis
Remarks, Senate President Villar noted the emergence of A1PO asan important vehicleinthe
search for peace, unity and prosperity. He pointed out that although the prioritiesof ASEAN
nationsmay differ, the solutionsto some problemsare defined to alarge extent by theinfluence of
our respective cultures, and there is a need to articulate a common agenda with policy
recommendationsand action strategiesfor expanded regional collaboration.

Hebelievesthat high ontheagendaarethethrest of globa terrorism, the challenge of aglobaized
economic order and the creation of an ASEAN economic community, and we can removethe
seedsof sugpicion, mistrust and hatethat aretransformed into actsof terror by promoting continuous
dia oguesand building consensus.

Senate President Villar also underscored therolethat an ASEAN economic community will play
in paving theway for theflow of inter-regiona investments, saying that if it becomeseasy for any
home-grown investor to put money, technology and other resourcesin any placeinASEAN
under the context of regiona economic liberdization, then wecanlook forward to greater growth
and expansionin theregion’seconomy.

Thetext of Senate President Manny Villar’ sRemarksisattached asAnnex “F’.

C. H.E.Noli deCastro, VicePresident of the Philippines, delivered hisAddressto the General
Assembly. InhisAddress, Vice President de Castro noted the significance of the A1PO 27
General Assembly inachievingthevision of theASEAN. Herecdled that theASEAN founding
fathersenvisioned acommunity of nationsencompassing all the countriesintheregion. Today,
ASEAN hasten member countriesbound together in multi-dimensional tieswhenideological
differencesnolonger matter.



He suggested that ASEAN must reinvent itself to be morerelevant to our modern society, and
acknowledged ASEAN'seffortsin the establishment of several milestonessuch astheASEAN
Free TradeArea, the VientianeAction Planand theBali Concord 1. However, he stressed that
muchwork still needsto be donetoward theredlization of building apeople-centered community
of caring societies.

Vice President de Castro wished that the Region’s Parliamentarians, while considering topics
such as Regional Economic Integration, Terrorism, and the Transnational crimes, should also
consider ways of bringing the ASEAN closer to the people of the Region. He said that the
Philippinesintendstowork onregiona environmental concerns, energy security, counter-terrorism,
andtheASEAN Charter during itschairmanship of theASEAN Standing Committee.

TheVice President stressed on parliamentary diplomacy to benefit theASEAN Community. He
said that A1PO can beakey mechanism for building friendship and material cooperation aswell
asregional peace and prosperity, and toward amore solid ASEAN. Heurged AIPO to take
consciouseffort in championing the Millennium Devel opment Goals.

VicePresident Noli de Castro’'sAddressisattached asAnnex “G”.

The Keynote Address by H.E. GloriaMacapagal Arroyo, President of the Philippines, was
delivered through video.

President Arroyo wel comed the del egatesto the Philippinesand conveyed her gratitudeto the
ASEAN friendsfor the support in bringing ajust and | asting peace to Mindanao.

The President emphasized ASEAN’ scentral roleon peace and order, political and socia stability
and economic growth in each country at atimewhen therearelingering doubtsabout the ability
of the WTO to manage global trade and the United Nationsto restore peace and order around
theworld.

Shehighlighted the Philippines hosting of variousASEAN meetings, including the 12"ASEAN
Summit in December 2006, with thetheme* One Caring and Sharing Community”. Thus, itis
expected that for ayear, the Philippineswill lead ASEAN inthepursuit of closer cooperationin
ASEAN energy, security, counter-terrorism, thewel fareand protection of migrant workers, and
theformation of anASEAN Charter.

Sheurged AIPO member countriesto consider adopting national |egidation on energy and security
that would bein harmony with similar laws of other member countries. Shealso proposed that
AIPO agree on collective development on alarge scale of alternative and indigenous energy
sourcesthat areavailableintheregion.

Shecalled on al ASEAN member countrieswhich have not yet acceded to the agreement on
information exchangein counter-terrorismto consider doing so, and for thosewho have adopted
it to expediteratification of theaccord. Likewise, the agreement on disaster management and
emergency response and on Al PO’s contribution to the process of draftingtheASEAN Charter.

Lastly, shewished that the 27" A1PO Genera Assembly discussionswill beguided by itscommon
interest to make the Southeast Asian region apeaceful and prosperous place, and acaring and
sharing community.



Thetext of the KeynoteAddressof H.E. GloriaMacapagal-Arroyo isattached asAnnex “H”.

WRITTEN MESSAGESFROM HEADSOF STATE/ GOVERNMENT

Written messages from Heads of State/ Government of Member Countrieswere distributed to the
delegates pursuant to Resol ution No. 19 WC-GA/0/98/06 on theHosting of AIPO General Assemblies.

Thetextsof themessagesare attached asAnnex “1”.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

TheFirst Plenary Session of the 271" General Assembly was held on 11 September 2006 at 10:15
0 clock inthemorning.

A copy of the Order of Businessisattached asAnnex“J’.
A. Opening Satement by AlPO President

In hisspeech, Speaker deVeneciacited theparallel stepsthat A1PO and itsmother organization,
theASEAN, aretaking at the beginning of an epoch-making transformation—the ASEAN, at it
movestowardsitsvision of unifying thewholeof Southeast Asaand transforming theregioninto
onecaring and sharing community, with A PO providing the parliamentary and congtituency support
towardsthisvision.

Hestressed the crucial rolethat A1PO, asrepresentatives of the people, will play in unifying
Southeast Asia, considering that such transformation can only happenif theASEAN people
embracethe samevisionthat theASEAN’sarchitectswant toredlize.

Speaker de Veneciaa so cited the significance of regular AIPO-ASEAN consultation, with the
AIPO President briefing ASEAN of itsactivitiesat their yearly summit, and theASEAN Chairman
addressngAlPOIinitsyearly Assembly. SinceAlPO can beeffectivein raising theawarenessof
ASEAN among its people, he urged AIPO membersto speak infavor of an ASEAN Charter
that truly expressesthe sentimentsof ordinary Southeast Asians.

Speaker de Venecia reported to the Assembly the proposals which he, as AIPO President,
presented to the ASEAN Standing Committee — inviting the six powers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization to accedeto theASEAN agreement on counter-terrorism, and the
creation of aStandby ASEAN Disaster Relief Fund. Hefurther proposed the creation of an
Interfaith Council in the United Nations system, and alarge-scal e debt-for-equity program that
would enablethe 100 poorest countries, in agreement with creditor-statesand lending ingtitutions,
to divert apercentage of their debt-service paymentsinto national anti-poverty programsunder
the UN’sMuillennium Devel opment God's.

Inconclusion, hemaintained that with al theseinitiatives, theAlIPO isincreasingly regarded asthe
precursor of what would bean ASEAN Parliamentary Council or an ASEAN Parliamentary
Union—thebeginningsof anASEAN Parliament.



Thetext of Speaker de Venecia s Opening Statement isattached asAnnex “K”.
Satement of the Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee

Hon. Alberto G Romulo, Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairsof the Philippines, and
Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee delivered a Statement through video.

Secretary Romulo noted that theASEAN community isin theforefront of achanging global
economic landscape, and theAsia Pecific region has becomethe engine of growth of theworld
economy, led by Chinaand India. ASEAN hasthe potential to competein termsof investment
opportunities. Through regiona economicintegration and broader multilatera linkageswith our
trade partners, ASEAN hasthe collective strength to compete with therest of theworld.

He observed that today presents an opportunity for the Philippinesto reaffirmitsunwavering
resolveto do itssharefor genuine community-building. AsChairman of theASEAN Standing
Committeefrom July 2006 to July 2007 and host of the 12" ASEAN Summit in Cebuin December,
the Philippines commitsitself to usher the region towardsone ASEAN community. And to
underscoreitsresolveto do so, it has chosen thetheme—* One Caring and Sharing Community”
foritschairmanshipintheASEAN.

Thetext of the Statement of Secretary Romuloisattached asAnnex “L”.
Satementsby L eadersof Al PO Delegations
The Leadersof Delegationsof the Member Countriesmadetheir respective statements.

1. H.E. Samdech Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of
Cambodia expressed his profound gratitude and warmest congratul ationsto the House of
Representatives of the Philippinesfor hosting the 27" General Assembly of theASEAN
I nter-Parliamentary Organization (AIPO) and for the warm hospitality extended to the
Cambodian Delegetion.

According to him, globalization, while considered a powerful and dynamic force for
strengthening cooperation and accel erating growth and devel opment, also presentsrisks
and challenges. He urged ASEAN country members to make every possible effort to
ensurethat thewholeASEAN ismarching forward onthesamepace. AttheASEAN levd,
CambodiasupportstheInitiativefor ASEAN Integration (IAl) to bridgethe devel opment
gaps between newer and older ASEAN members.

AIPO, according to him, isentering anew security era, and AlPO member countriestoday
arefaced not only with security matterswhich cover conventiona security issues, but also
political, economic, and socia security, at large. 1tisnecessary to confront the challenge of
fightingterrorismintheASEAN.

In conclusion, the President of the National Assembly and Head of Cambodian Delegation
reiterated that peace, stability and prosperity of ASEAN are the ultimate objectives of
AIPO.



2. Hon.Agung Laksono, Speaker of the House of Representativesof | ndonesia, emphasized
that the 27" General Assembly isindeed timely and strategic in Al PO collective effort to
better placethe organizationinto amoreeffectiveand closdly integrated i nstitution to support
theASEAN Integration toward anASEAN Community. Inthisregard, he commended the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Transformation of A1PO held in Indonesiawhich undertook
substantivework onthiseffort. He hoped that the 27" General Assembly would consider
and endorsethe outcome of theAd Hoc Committee, andin particular, theamendment of the
AIPO Statute. Inaddition, hereiterated Indonesia s proposal to changethe nameof AIPO
iINtoASEAN I nter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) which signify theimportant nature of
thetransformation process.

He commended the enhanced interaction between AIPO and ASEAN asdemonstrated in
theinaugural consultation between the Chairman of the 38" ASEAN Standing Committee
and the President of the Al PO and the meeting of the AIPO and Eminent Person Group of
theASEAN Charter. Hefurther proposed asmilar did ogue between AIPO and themembers
of boththe 39" ASEAN Minigterid Meeting and theASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting
both recently held in KualaLumpur, Malaysia. Hehoped that ASEAN could continue
mai ntai ning sustai ned peace, stability, security and prosperity to thefullest benefitsof its
peopleand playing adeterminant voi ce on human rights protection, democratization, good
governance, and combating corruption. In thisregard, he hoped that each and every
parliament member of AIPO exertitspivota legidativeroledomesticaly infacilitating various
ratification processes of the agreementsaready reached at theASEAN level.

Hon. Agung L aksono addressed the situationintheMiddle East. He strongly condemned
thelsraeli military aggressionin Lebanon and expressed I ndones an support to the cessation
of hostilitiesand withdrawal of Isragli forcesfrom L ebanon based on UNSC Resolution
1701. On the issue of Myanmar, he expressed concern over the slow pace of the
democratization aswell asthelack of progressinthe national reconciliation process. He
emphasized that Myanmar should honor its commitment to implement the Roadmap to
Democracy and to release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD members.

H.E. Mr. Thommavong, President of the Nationa Assembly of the ao People sDemocr atic
Republic made astatement that focused onthreekey points:. firstly, that Lao PDR beinga
relatively new member of ASEAN needsthe support and assistancein variousareasfrom
the senior membersespecialy on employment crestion. Along thisline, heemphasized that
employment islinked with migration from placeswith lesseconomic activitiesto placeswith
moreeconomic activitiesboth in country and aoroad. Thus, hefurther emphasized theneed
for aharmoniouslegal systeminthefield of labor migration between ASEAN countriesto
beamong themain focusof AIPO legal cooperation to ensurethat labor migrationissafe,
legal and freefrom abuses.

Secondly, the Lao PDR appreciatesthe progress made by the Ad Hoc working group of
AIPO in making amore effective and integrated organi zation especially on therelations
between AIPO and ASEAN and we comestherenaming of theorganization with therevison
of the statute making it moreresponsiveto current realities.

Thirdly, theLao PDR’scommitment of their best effortsto contribute to the common causes
of AIPO with the hopethat Lao PDR will likewise continueto enjoy AIPO’skind support
inthelr future priority undertakings.



Hon.YB Datuk Lim S Cheng, head of the delegation from M alaysia, highlighted the other
growing vital function played by the Parliaments—the inter-parliamentary relationship or
Parliamentary Diplomeacy. Parliamentary diplomacy isvitd inresolving current issuesfacing
theinternationa community. Mr. Cheng stressed the need to create moreregiond platforms
for Parliamentarianstoair their commonviews. A concreteexampleistheASEAN Regiond
Forum (ARF) which can bean avenuefor usto establish an inter-parliamentarian forumto
discussissuespertaining to security matters covering not only theASEAN region but a so
theAsiaPacific regionwith theinclusion of the super powers.

Tojudtify hiscall, Hon. Y B Datuk Lim Si Cheng defined and emphasized the new kind of
freedom—Human Security. Thisisfreedom fromfear and freedomtoliveindignity as
promotedinthe UN Millennium Devel opment Goa s Declaration should beembraced by dl
member states as part of their effort to create ajust ASEAN community based on the
principlesof ruleof law, human rightsand demaocracy.

TheBali Concord affirmsthe ARF as*themain forumfor regional security dialogue” and
“theprimary forum inenhancing political and security cooperationintheAsiaPecificregion,
aswell asthe pivotin building peaceand stability intheregion.” Thus, Hon. Y B Datuk Lim
Si Cheng believed that establishing an ARF inter-parliamentary forum will enable
parliamentarians to effectively deliberate vital issues particularly those pertaining to
comprehensive security that haveregiona consequences.

H.E. Mr. Abdullah Tarmugi, Speaker of Parliament of Singapor e stated that responsesto
the challenges presented by the changing global marketplace and international economic
competitionwill shapethefuture of ASEAN. Hesaid that countrieshave pursued “ prosper
thy neighbour” policiesallowing goods, servicesand capitd to flow with easeinto and out of
ASEAN dates, thus, businessintheregionwill be chegper, and local businesseswill beable
to competeglobaly.

Hestressed that ASEAN will continueto work through other regional foray liketheASEAN
Regiona Forum, theASEAN+3 framework and ASEAN’sDid ogue Relationshipsto create
anopenandinclusivearchitecturefor theregion.

Speaker Tarmugi noted that A1PO iswell positioned to reflect the viewsand aspirations of
ASEAN citizens, thusdigning AIPOwithASEAN'sgod of diminishing thedistance between
citizensandofficids.

He understood that there had been good progress on establishing theASEAN Charter.
Thiswould givegreater definitionto regiona cooperation, help strengthen regiona processes
andingtitutions, aswell aspushregiond integration efforts.

Lagtly, hebelieved that Al PO should betransformed into amoreeffective, closdly integrated
ingtitution and urged membersto consult and work more closely with ASEAN towardsthe
commonvisionof buildinganASEAN Community.

H.E. Suchon Chaleekure, President of the Senate and Acting President of the Parliament of
Thailand, conveyed hisgratefulnessto the 39" ASEAN Ministeria Meeting (AMM) held
in July, saying that the successful work of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) ontheASEAN
Charter isexpected to streamlineA SEAN mechani sm and processes paving theway for the
establishment of anASEAN Community.
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He expressed his belief that the amendment of the A1PO Statutesis one of the keysto
achieving Al1PO transformation. Healso cited that the AIPO Ad Hoc Committee on the
Transformation of AIPOinto aMore Effectiveand Closely Integrated Institution hasmoved
towards consolidating cooperation among member parliamentsand providing legidative
oversghtsfor astronger roleof legidativeingtitutionin the South East Asanregion.

Hea so expressed confidencethat theinitiative of the Philippineson an additional Chapter
intheAlPO statutesregarding partnership with funding institutionsand donor countries, as
wel| aschanging the name of AIPO shall belengthily deliberated on.

Hewished that the 27" A1PO General Assembly would contributewith al the effortsfor a
fruitful concretesteptotransformtheAlPOtoaredigticlegidativeinditutionworking together
withthe ASEAN for the sake of peace, stability and prosperity progressintheregion.

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Phu Trong, President of the Nationa Assembly of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam noted that the Southeast As an region remainsstableand i sexperiencing economic
growth amidst the complicated devel opmentsin theworld’ s palitica and security landscape.
President Phu Trong pointed out that ASEAN solidarity and intra-regional cooperation
have been strengthened and promoted. He applauded thework of theAd Hoc Committee
ontheTransformation of AIPOinto aMore Effectiveand Closdly Integrated Institution. He
likewise endorsed theinitiative of establishing regular consultation between A1PO and
ASEAN thrureciprocal attendance of AIPO and ASEAN leadersin the major events of
each organization. Heexpressed optimismin making Al PO more substantiveand meaningful
intheASEAN region’spolitical affairs. Inclosing, hereaffirmed the Vietnam National
Assembly’scommitment in carrying out itsresponsi bilitiesasamember of AlPO.

Hon. Antonio V. Cuenco, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairsof the House of
Representatives of the Philippinesand Chairman of the 27" AIPO Organizing Committee,
wel comed the parliamentariansof Asaand of theworld. Being anative of Cebu, heboasts
of Cebuasbeingararecombination of leisurely living and efficient, seriousbusiness. Among
itsmany fegtures, the South Road Propertiesor SRPservesasitsnewest investiment attraction.
With atotal of 300 hectaresor prime property which can house manufacturing, commercid,
tourism, I'T and other service enterprises, heinformed theassembly that the said property is
now open for business.

Focusing effortsonissuesthat immediately confront us, the Philippinedelegation called for
the adoption of theASEAN Declaration on the Rights of Migrant Workersand aholistic
and peopl e-centered approach to counter terrorism, particularly the establishment of an
AIPO Interfaith Council. He proudly reported that in March of thisyear, the Philippines, in
cooperation with Indonesia, Australiaand New Zealand, co-chaired the Cebu Dialogueon
Regiond Interfaith Conferencefor Peace, Development and Human Dignity whichissued a
Cebu Concord bearing the same name. And among the many other complex issues
confronting us, our leaders’ effort to craft an ASEAN Charter will fortify our common
resolveto promotethewell-being of our collective peoples.

Copiesof thetextsof the statementsdelivered by the Heads of Delegation isattached as
Annex“M”



D. Report of theChairman of theAd Hoc Committeeon the Transformation of AIPO intoa
MoreEffectiveand Closely Integrated I nstitution

Asapproved by the Executive Committee, Hon. dr. H. Abdul Gafur, Chairman of theAd Hoc
Committeeonthe Transformation of AIPOinto aMore Effectiveand Closely Integrated Indtitution
presented thereport of theAd Hoc Committee.

A copy of the Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Transformation of AIPO into aMore
Effectiveand Closdly Integrated Institution isattached asAnnex “N”.

E. Satementsby Leadersof Special Observer Delegations

1.

H.E. Yang Amat MuliaPengiran InderaMahkotaPengiranAnak (Dr.) Hall Kemaludinibni

Al-Marhum Pengiran BendaharaPengiran Anak Mohd. Yassin, Speaker of theLegidative
Council of Brunei Darussalam, observed that there had been some challengesin the
region such asnatura disastersin Indonesiaand the Philippines, thethreet of avianinfluenza
and therising oil price. Terrorism also remainsto be the main threat to our peace and
security. Despiteall these problems, itisnoted that ASEAN continuesto make progress
including initsjoint effortsto addressthese current challenges. Regular consultationsare
taking placeat al levelsincluding among our leaders. Cooperationisexpanding in many
aress.

HisExcellency expressed satisfaction that ASEAN ismaking every effort torealizethe
ASEAN community. The progressof ASEAN integrationisaso moving aong quitewell,
and the continued commitment of ASEAN membersaswell asthedialogue partners, is
expected to provide assistanceto thefour C.L.M.V. countriesthrough thel.A.l. programs.

Hereported that ASEAN foreign ministerslast year signed an agreement for disaster relief
and emergency responseaimed at providing responseto natura disastersin our region, and
heurgedthecal for early ratification of thisagreement by ASEAN member countries.

According to him, Brunel Darussalamisvery concerned withthesituationinthe Middle
East, condemning all actsof terror, violence and destruction, and calling upon all parties
concerned to respect and implement the United Nations Security resolution, including the
ceasHfire.

Hea so expressed concern over theissue on human trafficking inwomen and children, and
hasfurther enhanced itseffortsto combat human trafficking by bringingintoforce, legidation
which crimindizesany form of human trafficking andimposesheavy pendtiesupon offenders.

H.E. Dr. Tun Shin, Deputy Attorney and Member of the National Convention Convening
Work Committee of the Union of Myanmar, indicated that, as a member country of
ASEAN, Myanmar hasbeen actively cooperating with other countriesintheASEAN Region
inthe economic and socid areas, in prevention of human trafficking, combating terrorism
andthetotal eimination of narcotics.

Hereported that the Government of Myanmar hasinitiated the Seven (7) Step Road Map
intheyear 2003, and they are now in the stage of reconvening the National Convention
whichisthe most essential step for the emergence of adisciplined democratic state. In
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F.

building adisciplined democratic state anew Constitution would be drafted based on the
basic principleslaid down at the National Convention whichisthefirst step of the Seven
Step Road Map. Inaccord with the new Constitution, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Legidative
Assembly) will form anew government.

Hefurther reported that at present, the government, a though encountered with interferences
and difficulties, hasadopted correct attitude and goodwill fostered to preserve peace and
stability of thestate and laid down systematically implemented plansfor thedevelopmentin
theeconomic, social, educational, health and transportati on sectors.

In conclusion, heunderscored the determination of Brunel Darussalamto actively participate
intheactivitiesof theAlPO and to actively cooperate with other ASEAN member countries
for the peace, stability and devel opment of theAsianregion, including theASEAN member
countries.

Thetextsof dl statementsddivered by leadersof Specia Observer delegationsareattached
asAnnex“QO”.

Satement by Mr. AIPO No. 1

Mr. AIPO No. 1 Prof. Dr. Prasop Ratanakorn of Thailand, dueto health reason, wasnot ableto
attend the 27" General Assembly. Hisstatement, however, wasread to the assembly.

Prof. Dr. Ratanakorn expressed hisgratitude for theinvitation accorded him to cometo Cebu.
Onewho never missed A1PO meetings, heregretted though that hewas not ableto cometothe
27" General Assembly for health reasons. Heis, however, optimistic that hewill be ableto
participatein next year’sAIPO General Assembly.

Thetext of Prof. Dr. Ratanakorn's statement is attached asAnnex “P”

Satementsby L eadersof Observer Delegations

TheFirst Plenary Session wasresumed at 2:30 p.m.

Heads of Observer Delegationsdelivered their respective statements.

1

Hon. Peter Slipper, leader of the delegation from Austr alia, noted that Australia, being the
first country to establishamultilaterd relationshipwithASEAN, appreciated the contribution
whichASEAN hasmadeto peace, regional cooperation and prosperity in Southeast Asia
since1967. Similarly, Australiawel comed the opportunity to be ableto join asfounding
membersinthe ASEAN Regional Forum andinthenew East AsaSummit. Thelnterfaith
Didogueprocessesguided Audtrdiainitscontribution to mutua understanding and tolerance
among religionsand culturesacrosstheregion. Presently, Australiaand New Zeadland are
negotiaingtheFree TradeAgreement withASEAN. Oncethisisfinaized, Austrdia seconomic
integrationwith theregion will be consolidated and the samewill complement existing FTAS
with Singaporeand Thailand, and the pending FTA withMaaysa. Educationisakey eement
inthe cooperation of Australia. Australiahas opened itsschoolsto 69,000 studentsfrom
ASEAN. Audtralian ingtitutions have al so established many centersinthe ASEAN region
including the RMIT campuswhich has been established in Ho Chi Minh City; the private
research and teaching university in Singapore being established by the University of New
11



South Wales, and the medical collegeto be opened by Monash University in Maaysianext
year. Finaly, Australia emphasized the enormous mutual benefits gained from inter-
parliamentary vists.

Hon. Joseph A. Day, leader of the delegation from Canada, was pleased to meet with
parliamentary counterpartsfrom Southeast Asiaaffording forum for increasing trade and
economic partnership. Senator Day |ooked forward to thedialoguewithASEAN countries.
Herecognized the seriousimpact of globd integrationtotheregiona security, regiond conflict,
health pandemics and arms and drug trafficking that can have repercussion on Canadaas
well. Nevertheless, Southeast Asiapresentsasignificant opportunity for Canadawho wants
toincreaseitspresenceintheregion. Senator Day emphasi zed theimportance of cooperation
inreducing theimpact of natura disasters, reducing the spread of virulent diseaseand reducing
theadverseeffect of human activitieson environment. Senator Day stressed the significance
of devel oping aternate and renewabl e sources of energy for ASEAN countriesenergy security.
Hementioned about China shilateral development programswith several Southeast Asian
countriesand its devel opment assi stancein the region through the Canadian I nternational

Development Agency’s Southeast AsiaRegional Program with priorities on economic
integration, the environment, governance, security and theruleof law. Senator Day ended
his speech with the assurance of continued support for the devel opment of Southeast Asia.

After extending hiscongratul ationsto the A1PO and appreciation to the host country, Hon.
Wang Yingfan, Member of the Standing Committeeand Vice Chairman of the ForeignAffairs
Committee, National People'sCongress, People sRepublic of Chinaenumerated the recent
positive developmentsof ASEAN. Heacknowledged theroleof AIPOinfacilitating these
achievementsof ASEAN.

He highlighted thefact that 2006 isthe 25" anniversary of dialogue partnershipwith China
and ASEAN. Heenumerated the milestonein China-ASEAN relationship: The China
strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity and East Asian Cooperation. Hon. Wang
likewise expected that the meeting of the heads of state of Chinaand ASEAN nationsand
theASEAN Secretary General next month in Guangxi, Chinawill be another milestonein
China—ASEAN relationship.

Chinaisready towork with ASEAN countriesto fully implement the plan of action that will
promotethe ChinaASEAN Free TradeArea(CAFTA). Itwill intensfy security cooperation
in counter-terrorism, drug control, law enforcement and maritime security and push forward
with the great M eckong Sub-region Cooperation (GMS), Brunei-IndonesiasMalaysia
Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) and the Forum on Economic
Cooperation of Baibu Rim.

Hon. Wang ended by expressing China swish that A1PO and itsmember parliamentswill
play anevengreater rolein promoting ASEAN integration.

After conveying thewarmest greeting of the European Parliament to A1PO, Hon. Hartmut
Nassauer, Member of the European Parliament, pointed out that the European Unionis
grestly interested in the development of ASEAN for several reasons. Healso stated that
ASEAN andthe EU facesimilar question. First, which aimsshould be pursued onasupra
national level and which should befollowed under the conditions of globalization onthe
national level? Second, what methods are organi zing the cooperation of States must be
chosen to meet theseaims?
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Mr. Nassauer noted that theaims of ASEAN and the EU areamost identical. However,
the methods used by ASEAN and the EU are different. The EU chose the so-called
“community method.” EU member-states don’t cooperate as such but delegate national
competenciesto the supra-state level, thereby needing the creation of anew institution
besidesthe member states. Thus, there existswhat could almost be called a European
government —the European Commission—aswell asthe European Parliament —directly
elected by thecitizensof Europe. The EU Community hasitsown competenciesindependent
of themember-state. The community method proved to be successful in organizing the
common market.

Ontheother hand, ASEAN’smethod isintra-state cooperation. Thekey playersarethe
governmentsor thoseinstitutions charged with thistask. ASEAN intra-state cooperation
whichisfounded on consensusdoesnot haveto belesseffective than the community method
of theEU. Aslong astheASEAN member-statesagreeonanaim, al that isrequiredisa
decision by the representatives of the member to form the foundation for the creation of a
law onthenationd level.

Europeansredizethat the experience of ASEAN statescan belearned from. EPnoteswith
great interest the drafting of the an ASEAN Charter and the acceleration of ASEAN’s
search for waysof closer cooperation.

ASEAN and EU share economicinterests becausethe 10ASEAN countriescollectively is
EU’slargest trading partner after Japan. EU isASEAN’ssecond largest export market and
thethird largest trading partner.

Itisrecommended that A1PO explorethe possibility of an EU-ASEAN freetrade agreement,
andto strengthen theroleof parliamentsin EU-ASEAN relationsby demanding that ASEM
meetings be accompani ed by A SEPmesetingsof parliamentarians.

Hon. Akio Koizumi, Head of the Japanese Del egation, stated that the year 2006 marksthe
50" anniversary of Japan’smembership of the United Nations, likewisethe 50" anniversary
of therestoration of diplomatic rel ations between Japan and the Philippines.

Heemphasized that ASEAN hasbeen positioned asapriority regionin Japanese Official
Development Assistance (ODA). Recently, in addition to conventional ODA, Japan has
directed towardsthe devel opment of backward districts, such satheMekong area. Japan
has provided cooperation utilizing ODA in such aspectsas anti-terrorism, anti-piracy, and
disaster counter-measures.

Inaddition, he mentioned that at present, Japanisthelargest non-regiona trading partner of
ASEAN, andASEAN isamost important tradeand investment partner for Jgpan. Highlights
of his speech covers on the various Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAS) and
negoti ationswhich have been concluded or pursued to be concluded between and among
countries in the ASEAN region with the ultimate goal of bringing about economic
devel opment, prosperity, harmony intheregion.

In conclusion, he pledged that from now on the Japanese Diet will endeavor to eliminate
threststoregiona andinternational security and peacethrough continuousactiveparticipation
intheAlPO and dialogueswith other countries.
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6. Hon.KimYoung Sun, Member of theNationa Assembly of the Republic of Koreaexpressed
that theASEAN, a present, isKorealsNo. 5 trading partner and No. 3 investment destination.
Korean-ASEAN FTA negotiationsa so are proceeding smoothly. However, Koreaand the
ASEAN should go beyond economic cooperation to bol ster partnership, and movetowards
cooperationininformation and communicationtechnology (ICT), environmenta regeneration,
prevention of communicable diseasesaround theworld and security.

To bridgethedigital divide between countries, Koreahasoffered training programsto I T
expertsfromASEAN countries, sent Internet vol unteersto seven countries and established
Information Access Center in four nations. Koreaisalso ready to share experienceswith
ASEAN inresolving environmental problems, and closely cooperateswiththeHIV/AIDS
program of the U.N. and other nations. On the security issues on the Korean Peninsula,
K oreaemphasizestheimportance of the six-party talks or theARF for the co-prosperity of
ASEAN andtheAsia-Pacificregion.

7. Attheoutset, Dr. Richard Worth of New Zealand pointed out that the Philippinesand New
Zedand are now enjoying their 40" year of diplomatic relations.

Herecalled that alot has happened sincetheASEAN —New Zedland mesting in Vientiane.
New Zedand hassigned ASEAN’ s Treaty of Amity and Cooperation anditisimplementing
the package of initiative announced by its Prime Minister at theASEAN —New Zealand
Commemorative SummitinVientianein 2004. A symposium on New Zed and and Southeast
Asarelationstook placein Singapore earlier thisyear. Atthepolitical level, New Zealand
wasinvited to participateinthefirst East Asia Summit hosted by Malaysialast December.
On the economic front, negotiationson an ASEAN —New Zea and Free Trade Agreement
aremaking headway. Inaddition, New Zedandwill ddiver NZ$48 Milliondirectly toASEAN
countriesunder bilateral, multilateral, NGOsand regiona programs.

Dr. Worth hailed thedraft ASEAN —New Zealand Framework for Cooperation asan excellent
initiative. Hebelievesit will provide structureto ASEAN —New Zealand rulingsonthreekey
areasof the VientianeAction Programme.

He concluded by emphasizing that New Zedand greetly valuesitspartnershipwithASEAN.

8. AccordingtoHon. Bob Dadae, Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of PapuaNew
Guinea, encouraged by the economic prosperity of theASEAN region, PapuaNew Guinea
isequally concerned with the unresolved global issues, i.e. transnational crimes:; terrorism,
drugstrafficking, human smuggling, money laundering that continueto threatenitssecurity. It
isimportant that al AIPO and non-AlPO membersfully consider all conceivable measures
that lend themsel vestowardsthe protection of all countries. Thisisthereason that Papua
New Guinea, aong with the members of the M el anesian Spearheads Group (M SG) —Fiji,
Solomon Idandsand Vanuatu, areactively pursuing thepropositionto establishthe”Mdanesan
Security Intelligence Concept” (M EL SIC) through which any information gathered can be
disseminated to National Intelligence Organi zations of the respective membersof MSG

PapuaNew Guineaisexcited abut the prospectsoffered by ASEAN Economic Union (AEU)
asitisbelieved that benefitsunder the overall framework of AEU would be unprecedented.
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Believinginthebenefitsof parliamentary visitsfor both the host and the visiting parliament,
PapuaNew Guineaencouraged more exchangeswith other countries.

9. Hon. BorisPlokhotnyuk of the Russ an Federation thanked the Philippinesfor itsgrest work
inthis27" AlPO General Assembly. He stated that the situation inthe Asia-Pacificregion
hasasubstantia impact ontheglobal state of affairs. For thisreason, RussahasputAsia-
Pecificaffairsontop of itspriorities. Heextended Russian’swillingnessto support amutudly
beneficid partnershipwithASEAN. Heemphasized anti-terrorist cooperationinAsiaasof
paramount interest to Russia. Severa significant internationa documentson the matter were
adopted during inter-sessional meetingson terrorism and transnational crimes. Infact, the
Statement on Disaster Management and Emergency Responsewasaresult of Russa'smotion
during theseinter-sessional meetings. He said that Russiaisworking with theAPEC and
abidesby theAPEC Anti-Terrorist statement and contributesto the APEC counter-terrorism
task force. Russiaisalso actively involved in theenergy suppliesandtransportintheAsia-
Pacific region and might hold theAPEC Energy Working Group Mesting thisyear. Inaddition,
Russiaseeksto useitsmembershipinthe APEC tointegrateits Syberian potentia into the
exiging framework for economic cooperation. Further, interactionistermsof science, culture,
massmedia, and tourismwould bemutualy beneficia for each of theASEAN nations. Findly,
he conveyed hiscountry’ sreadinessto engagein bilateral aswell asmultilateral discussions
on strengthening inter-parliamentary rel ationsto boost cooperation among nations.

Thetextsof the Statements delivered by the Heads of Observer Delegations are attached as
Annex“Q.”

Satement of theASEAN Secretary General

Hon. Ong Keng Yong, ASEAN Secretary Genera delivered aStatement to theAssembly. He
noted that Al PO has grown to be aviable organization and an important partner in supporting
ASEAN'sregiond initiatives, and that AIPO’sdevel opment hasrun paralel withthat of ASEAN,
and the contributionsof ASEAN Parliamentarianstowardsregiond integration effortshave helped
shareASEAN into acohesive entity which isheld asan exampleworldwide.

According to him, whilethe VientianeAction Program (VAP) providesablueprint toredizethe
ASEAN Community, thereisstill much that needsto be doneto fully realizethevision of an
ASEAN Community. Animportant challengeistheimplementation of agreementsand treaties
agreed at theregional level, and thereisaneed to mainstream thework of ASEAN intheagenda
of thenationa legidaturesto ensurethat regional and nationa prioritiesare harmonized.

Another challengeis narrowing the devel opment gap that exists between ASEAN Member
Countries. Thelnitiativefor ASEAN Integration (1Al) hasbeen put in place asamechanism
throughwhich themore advanced and devel oped ASEAN Member Countriescanassstinbuilding
capacity and strengthening ingtitutionsinthe new and lessdevel oped ASEAN Member Countries.
Inundertaking activitiesunder thel Al, the concerned Member Countries seek funding through
their national budgetary process. Asnational budgetsare approved by their respective national
legidatures, parliamentarianscan play acritical rolein supporting thesefunding requests.

Heexpressed the hopethat for thevision of an ASEAN Community to take hold and bearedlity,

it must be socialized into themindsand heartsof al ASEAN citizens. AIPO isan organization of

“peopl€e srepresentatives’ and therefore animportant conduit for bringing ASEAN to the people.
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Thetext of the Statement of theASEAN Secretary Genera isattached asAnnex “R.”
I.  Adoption of Itemsin theOrder of Business

The General Assembly considered and adopted thefollowingitemsin the Order of Business:
Program of Activitiesfor Delegatesand Observers
Agendafor the 27" General Assembly

Topicsfor Dialoguewith Observer Countries
Membership of Committees

PWODNPE

It was agreed that the 28" General Assembly will beheldinAugust 2007 inMdaysia

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Committee meetingswere held on 12 September 2006, beginning at 8:30 am.
Thefollowing were appointed as Chairpersonsand Rapporteurs of the various committees:

Committeeon Political Matters

Chairperson Hon. MatiasV. Defensor, Jr.
Rapporteur Hon. Ramon*“Red” H. Durano VI
Committee on Economic Matters
Chairperson Hon. Herminio G Teves
Rapporteur - Hon. Eduardo C. Zidcita
Committeeon Socia Matters
Chairperson Hon. NerissaCorazon S. Soon-Ruiz
Rapporteur  : Hon. Emmylou J. Talifio-Santos
Committee on Organi zational Matters
Chairperson Hon. Edgar M. Chatto
Rapporteur - Hon. VincentH. Garcia
Committeeon WAIPO
Chairperson Hon. JosefinaM. Joson
Rapporteur  : Hon. Clavel A. Martinez
Drafting Committeeon Joint Communique
Chairperson Hon. JosefinaM. Joson
Rapporteur  : Hon. Teodoro L. Locsin, Jr.

Reportsof thedifferent Committeesare attached asAnnex “ T”
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DIALOGUEWITH OBSERVER DELEGATIONS

Dialogueswith Observer delegationswere held in separate function roomsof theMarco Polo Plaza
Hotel beginning at 2:15 o’ clock inthe afternoon of 12 September 2006.

Each Dia ogue Pand waschaired by individua chairpersonsfrom the Philippine delegation asfollows:

Country Chairperson

Audrdia Hon. JuanMigue F. Zubiri
Canada Hon. Edgar M. Chatto

China Hon. Robert “Ace” S. Barbers
European Parliament Hon. Ramon*“Red” H. Durano VI
Japan Hon. Robert “Ace” S. Barbers
Korea Hon. MatiasB. Defensor, Jr.
New Zedland Hon. Eduardo C. Zidcita
PapuaNew Guinea Hon. Catdino Figueroa

Russian Federation Hon. Herminio Teves

DAY OF REST AND RELAXATION
On 13 September 2006, some of the del egates and their accompanying personswere brought to the
island of Bohol for aday of rest and relaxation. Some opted to stay in Cebu and joined a golf
fellowship at theAltaVistaGolf and Country Club.
SECOND PLENARY SESSIONAND CLOSING CEREMONY
The Second Plenary Session of the General Assembly washeld on 14 September 2006 at 2:000’ clock
intheafternoon. Deputy Speaker Raul V. del Mar of the Philippine House of Representatives, presided
over the Second Plenary Session.
A. Presentation of Reportsof the Committeesand Adoption of the Reports
The Chairpersons of the Committees on Political Matters, Economic Matters, Social Matters,
Organizationa Matters, Panel Did oguewith Observer Countries, and Joint Communique presented
their respectivereports. Thereportswere approved by the General Assembly.

The Report of the Committee on Political Affairs, together with the Resol utions adopted, are
attached asAnnex “ T-1.”

The Report of the Committee on Economic Affairs, together with the Resolutions adopted are
attached asAnnex “ T-2.”

The Report of the Committeeon Socid Affairs, together with the Resol utionsadopted are attached
asAnnex “T-3.”

The Report of the Committee on Organizational Affairs, together with the Resol utions adopted
areattached asAnnex “T-4.”
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The Report on the Dial ogue Meetingswith Observer Countriesisattached asAnnex “T-5.”
The Report of the WAIPO, together with the Resol utions adopted are attached asAnnex “ T-6.”
The Report of the Committee on Joint Communiqueisattached asAnnex “T-7.”
B. Dateand Venueof the 28" AIPO General Assembly
It was agreed that the 28" A1PO General Assembly will beheldin Maaysiain August 2007.
C. Signingof theJoint Communique

Theleadersof delegation of the AIPO Member Countriesand Special Observer Countriessigned
the Joint Communique.

A copy of the Joint Communiqueisattached asAnnex “U.”
CLOSING CEREMONY

TheClosing Ceremony of the27" Al1PO Genera Assembly washeld on 14 September 2006, following
thesigning of the Joint Communique.

A. Closing Speech —Deputy Speaker Raul V. del Mar

Hon. Raul V. del Mar, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, took the place of H.E.
Jose de Venecia, Jr. Speaker of the House of Representatives and outgoing Al PO President, as
Presiding Officer, explaining that Speaker de Veneciahad to leave to accompany Her Excellency
President GloriaMacapaga -Arroyo to the Summit M eeting of the Non-Aligned Movement in
Havana, Cuba.

He noted that with the culmination of the conference, there comesaredlization that, despitethe
cultural and socio-economic diversitiesof our countries, thereisapassion shared by dl tolift up
thelivesof our people and to unitetheregioninto one caring and sharing community.

Deputy Speaker del Mar underscored the gains brought about by the sharing of ideasamong
ASEAN member-states. Hea so acknowledged the solid achievements of theAIPO Presidency
of Speaker Josede Venecia, ., citing the cooperation established between AIPO and theASEAN
leadershipin bringing thevision of aSoutheast Asian community to our peoples.

Inconclusion, he expressed pleasure over the opportunity to host the 27" General Assembly, and
looksforward to seeing everyoneagainin Maaysianext year.

Thetext of the Closing Speech of Deputy Speaker Raul V. del Mar isattached asAnnex “V”
B. Transfer of Officesof AIPO President and Secretary General

1. Deputy Speaker del Mar, acting on behalf of H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr., outgoing A1PO
President, handed over the gavel, symbol of theAIPO Presidency, to Hon. Datuk Lim Si
Cheng, who received the same and Signed the I nstrument of Transfer onbehalf of theincoming
AIPO President, H.E. Tan Sri Dato’ Seri DirgjaRamli Ngah Tdlib.
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2. Similarly, Hon. JosefinaD. Azarcon, outgoing Secretary General, handed over the Office of
the Secretary General to Madam RoosmeHamzah, Acting Secretary Genera, who received
the same on behalf of Hon. Mahmood Adam, Secretary General of the House of
Representativesof Maaysa.

3. Ingrumentsof Transfer of Officesof the President and Secretary Genera of AIPO are attached
asAnnex“W”.

C. Acceptance Speech by Incoming President of AIPO

Hon. Datuk Lim Si Cheng, Deputy Speaker of Malaysia, delivered the acceptance speech on
behalf of H.E. Tan Sri Dato’ Seri DirgjaRamli Ngah Talib asincoming President of A1PO.

Hon. Datuk Lim S| Cheng expressed gppreci ation for the opportunity to renew and strengthenthe
bonds of friendship, respect and cooperation among theASEAN nations. He underscored the
sgnificant rolethe parliamentarianscan play in Srengthening satebilaterd and multilatera diplomatic
relations, andinresolving current issuesfacing theinternational community.

Thetext of the acceptance speech isattached asAnnex “ X.”

CONCLUSION

The27th General Assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parlliamentary Organizationwasheldinthetraditiona
ASEAN spirit of friendship, brotherhood, cooperation and mutual understanding.
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