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Your Excellency Mr. Jose de Veenecia, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Philippine
Congress,

Honorable Heads of National Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow metothank theRepublic of the Philippinesfor itshospitdity and thegreat work inorganizing this
Session of the AIPO. On behalf of the Russian Parliament’slower chamber, the State Duma, and
particularly its Speaker, Mr. BorisGryzlov, | would liketo extend our warmest greetingsand wishes of
successto al participantsof this Session.

Every gathering of thiskind providesanew stage of devel opment for our communication andinteraction,
an ability to span our dia ogue and explore new frontiersof cooperation.

Today, thesituation intheAs a-Pecific region hasasubstantial impact ontheglobal stateof affairs. The
Southeast-Asian inter-parliamentary cooperation and the diplomatic efforts undertaken by national
parliamentsarecrucia for ensuring stability inthisregion, aswell asworldwide.
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TheAs a-Pacific community constitutes one of thetop priority issuesof Russia'sforeign policy. For
onereason, Russabelongsdirectly to thisregion. Our country isdetermined to provide active assistance
in securing peace and stability in theregion. It isalso keen on promoting itsinvolvement inthevital
international developmentsinthispart of theworld. We are always open to positive dialogue, and
welcomean equa and mutualy beneficia partnership.

Whilerecognizing the crucial significance of the entire agendaof this Session, | would liketo put a
specia emphasison theissueof international terrorism and itsrelated challengesand hazards of the
21 century.

Anti-terrorist cooperationinAsiaisof paramount importancefor Russia. Our inter-sessional Meetings
on combating terrorism and transnationd crimeprovideapractical framework for forging aglobal anti-
terrorist dliance. Severa sgnificant internationa documentson fighting terrorism havebeen adoptedin
the past three years, such asthe Statement on Cooperative Counter-Terrorism Action on Border



Security, the Statement on cooperation Against Piracy and Other Threatsto maritime Security, the
Statement on Strengthening Transport Security Against Internationa Terrorism (composed jointly by
Russiaand the Philippinesin July 2004), the Statement on I nformation Sharing, Intelligence Exchange
and Document Integrity and Security, the Statement on Cooperation in Fighting Cyber Attack and
Terrorist Misuse of Cyber Space, and the Statement on Promoting a Peopl e-Centered A pproach to
Counter Terrorism.

Following Russia smoation, inter-sessona Meetings have been resumed on providing emergency relief
incasesof naturd disasters, resultingin aStatement on Disaster M anagement and emergency Response.

| would liketo notethat Russiaal so takes an active part in promoting counter-terrorist cooperation
withintheframework of theAs a-Pacific Economic Forum (APEC). Our country strictly abidesby the
APECAnti-Terrorist Statement, and contributeswillingly to the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force.

Not only doesRussiasee APEC asamagjor integration engine of the Pacific Rim, aswell asaunique
multilateral communication framework for trade, investment, economic and technical cooperation. We
al so regard thisorgani zation asavery efficient mechanism for resolving themost critical issuesof the
region and theentireworld.

When speaking of themost promising vectorsfor stepping up Russia’'seconomicinvolvement inthe
Asa-Pacificregion, oneshould primarily think of energy suppliesand trangport. Russahas successfully
implemented an APEC project on promoting energy efficiency, and participated inthe Meeting of the
APEC Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation. Thepartiesare presently discussing the
issueof holding anAPEC Energy Working Group Mesting in Russiain 2006.

Alongwiththat, our country seeksto useitsmembershipintheAPEC tointegrateitsvast Syberian
potentia into theexisting framework for economic cooperation.

Wea so seeagrowing interest in theAsia-Pacific region toward interacting with Russiain terms of
science, culture, massmedia, and tourism. Suchinvolvement would bemutually beneficia for each of
our nations.

Russiaisrich with natural resources and has significant scientific potential. A joint venture of these
riches can contribute greatly toimproving thequality of lifein our partner-countries. Andthisiswhere
parliamentscan play ahistoricrole. | believethat our national parliaments can, and should take active
part inimplementing large-scale economic projectsintheAsia-Pacific.

We areready to engagein bilateral aswell asmultilateral discussion on how to strengthen inter-
parliamentary relationsin order to boost cooperation among our countries.

I amfully convinced that this Forum will servethe noble goals of promoting stability, security, and
prosperity intheregion. TheAIPO will undoubtedly remain an essentia tool for ensuring asteady and
dynamic devel opment for itsmember-states.

Together we can makethisworld much safer, wealthier, and happier place.

Thank you.



