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Your Excellency, the President of 27" General Assembly of Al PO, Distinguished Membersof AIPO,
Special Observers, Colleaguesfrom Observer Countries, L adiesand Gentlemen:

May | seek your indulgenceto thank our wonderful host the people of Philippinesfor according usthe
warm hospitality snceour arrival inthebeautiful City of Cebul.

Like other observer countries PapuaNew Guineaaways appreciate the opportunity to attend the
Annua General Assembly of AlPO. Indeed, through regular participation in A1PO General Assembly
we continueto benefit from the exchangesonissuesof bilateral, regiona and globa concerns. Inthis
respect wehighly valueour participation especidly inthedial ogue session asit alowsusto consolidate
theaready cordid bilateral relationsthat we enjoy with al AIPO member countries.

Your Excellency, PapuaNew Guineaproudly continuesto forge and expand itsbilateral trade and
investment relationswith individual A1PO member countries. We are also equally keento enter into
economic and devel opment partnership arrangementswith thefutureASEAN Economic Union. Like
the AIPO member countries Papua New Guineaisexcited about the prospects offered by ASEAN
Economic Union (AEU) as we believe benefits under the overall framework of AEU would be
unprecedented.

Whilewe are greatly encouraged by the future economic prosperity of theASEAN regionweare
neverthel ess concerned about the unresolved global issuesthat continueto impact on our Security.
There can be no doubt that without sustainable peace and security there cannot be any economic
prosperity. Itis, therefore, important that all of usAIPO and non A1PO membersfully embraceall
conceivablemeasuresthat lend themsel vestowardsthe protection of our sovereigntiesand integrities
againsgt any adversariessuch asthe organized crimeand terrorism.

Your Excellency, the Pacific Island countries are surrounded by vast expanse of unpatrolled water.
L ack of resources coupled with acute shortage of skilled manpower makesthe region more exposed
and vulnerabletotransnationa crimes.

For example, drugstrafficking, human smuggling and money laundering often occur without detection
and hencethe perpetrators often go unpunished. Asthetransnational crimes havethe potential of
undermining security and stability, Papua New Guineaal ong with the members of the Melanesian
Spearheads Group (M SG) which comprisesof Fiji, Solomon Idandsand Vanuatu, areactively pursuing
the proposition to establish*“ Me anesian Security Intelligence Concept” (MEL SIC) through whichany



information gathered can be disseminated to National Intelligence Organi zations of the respective
membersof MSG

The concept isbeing actively pursued because in recent yearsthe Pacific region hasfalenvictimto
political ingtability which escdatedinto civil war. For exampleFiji had military coupswhile PepuaNew
Guineaencountered civil war that spanned over aperiod of ten (10) years; causing lossof livesand
didocation of thecivilian population. Recently theregion and indeed theworld witnessed ethnic violence
inthe Solomon I slandswhich brought chaos and disorder in the country. To help restore peace and
stability to the Solomon I andsthe Regiona Assistance Missionto the Solomon Iands (RAMS])
wasestablished withAustraliaand New Zedland playing akey role.

Asamember of thePacific region PapuaNew Guineaisgravely concerned about thepossiblereplication
of theseeventsin other countriesin our region. For itspart PNG remainscommitted to the protection
and preservation of regiona peace and security, whileensuring that any emergenceof internd lawlessness
isimmediately curtailed.

Your Excdlency, may | concludeby thanking member countriesof Al1PO for continuoudy giving observer
countriessuch asmy country aspecial placein your worthy endeavors.

May AlPO through itsworthy efforts one day become channel for peace, harmony and economic
prosperity intheregion and theworld at large.

| thank you for your indulgence.



