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Your Excellency, Jose de Venecia, Jr., President of AlPO, distinguished delegatesand dear friends.

Mr. President, may | congratul ate you on the excellence of your speech thismorning, of therichnessof
itscontent and of itsphilosophical insight.

It isaprivilegeto be herein the Philippinesin this splendid location for the 27" ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary General Assembly and to havethe opportunity of making abrief statement on behalf of
New Zealand.

Thisyear the Philippines cel ebrated 108 yearsas an independent republic. New Zealand salutesthe
Philippinesfor itsvisionin 1898 and for the way its people have cherished its democracy over the
yearssincethen.

Diplomatic rel ations between the Philippinesand New Zedland arenow in their 40" year.
Recently PrinceAlbert thell, the Sovereign Prince of M onaco spoke to the di stinguished A mbrosetti
Forum. Monaco isthe second smallest country intheworld. 1nthe course of that speech the Prince

recalled thewords of hisfather who said:

“It is not necessary to be a big country to have big dreams, nor to have a large
population to make them come true.”

Monaco isasmall country which punchesaboveitsweight. | would liketo think New Zealandis
amilarly regarded.

Inour country we have 4 million peopleand 40 million sheep.

A lot has happened sincetheASEAN —New Zealand meeting in Vientiane. We said then that New
Zedand wanted to re-energizeitsrel ationswith A SEAN —to degpen our politica and security dialogue
withASEAN, to strengthen our economic and trade relations, and to ensurethat our cooperativelinks
bring practical benefitstoASEAN.

Weare making progresson dl fronts.



Asyou know, we have signed ASEAN’s Treaty of Amity and Cooperation. Thisisavery tangible
demonstration of our commitment to closer tieswithASEAN.

Weareimplementing the package of initiativesannounced by our PrimeMinister &t theASEAN - New
Zealand Commemorative SummitinVientianein 2004. Activitiesover the past twelve monthshave
included mediavidts, academic exchangesand viststo New Zedland by theASEAN PrimeMinister’s
Fellows. A wédl-received symposium onNew Zedland/South East As ard ationstook placein Singgpore
earlier thisyear.

Atthehighest political level, wewere pleased to beinvited to participatein thefirst East AsaSummit,
hosted by Maaysialast December. The EASisthemost exciting devel opment intheregion’sarchitecture
for many years. Wearegrateful for ASEAN’ssupport for our inclusonintheEAS. Welook forward
to participating in the second Summit in the Philippinesat theend of theyear.

Onthe economic front, solid progressis being madein negotiationson anASEAN-Australia/New
Zedland Free Trade Agreement. My colleaguefrom Australia has spoken about that.

New Zedand hasactively contributed to effortsto dleviate poverty and promote sustainable devel opment
inthe ASEAN region for over 50 years. Thisyear New Zealand will deliver an estimated NZ$48
milliondirectly to ASEAN countriesunder bilateral, multilateral, NGO and regional programmes.

Close cooperation on security matters has becomeincreasingly important. Weva ue our participation
intheASEAN Regional Forum.

Atthisyear’'sASEAN/New Zed and Dialogue meetingin Manila, officia sdiscussed adraft ASEAN —
New Zed and Framework for Cooperation. Thisisanexcdlentinitiative. Theframework will, | believe,
provideimpetus and structureto strengthening ASEAN/New Zealand relationswithin thethree key
areas of the VientianeAction Program —economic devel opment cooperation; political and security
cooperation; and people to people, education and cultural links. The Framework also includes
recognition of thedesirability of holding aregular New Zealand—ASEAN |leaders meeting.

L et me conclude by saying that New Zealand greatly valuesits partnership withASEAN. Itisa
partnership fundamental to our economic, political and security interests. We haverecognizedfor a
long timethat our engagement with you can contribute to amore stabl e region; and amore peaceful,
harmonious and prosperous neighbourhood inwhichtolive. Thereisnow areal senseof collective
commitment in Southeast Asa. Atthesametime, therearemgjor challengesthat collectively weface.
The President of AlPO has spoken of theseissuesthismorning. All of thismakes cooperation more
important than ever.



