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Honorable President Jose de Vlenecia, and distinguished del egates!

It givesmegreat honor and pleasureto addressthe 27" General Assembly of Al1PO on behalf of the
Nationa Assembly of the Republic of Korea

| would liketo extend my sinceregratitudefor your warm hospitality and offer my deepest respect to
President Venecia, the Philippines Parliament and the organizersfor dl theeffortsin successfully preparing
for thismeeting.

L et me also take this opportunity to extend my deepest condolencesto the victims and bereaved
familiesof tsunamis, volcano eruptionsand earthquakesin ASEAN countriesand to pay tributeto
thoseworking day and night to rehabilitate the affected areas. K oreahas shared the sufferings of our
friendsand provided unsparing assistance.

Mr. President,

Thenumber of Korean peoplevisiting ASEAN countriesin 2005 passed 1.84 million and 620,000
citizensof ASEAN countriescametovisit Koreain the sameyear. ASEAN isKorea sNo.5trading
partnersand No.3investment destination.

Cons dering theabundant natura resources, high-quality labor forcesand growth potentid, I' m confident
that trade and human exchanges between ASEAN and K oreawoul d continueincreasing substantially.

Korea-ASEAN FTA negotiations are underway smoothly. Thereislittle doubt that the trade pact,
oncesigned up, will proveto beawin-win solution thanksto the expected market opening effect. The
Nationa Assembly of Korea, therefore, would provide strong supportsfor the Korea-ASEAN FTA.
| should not fail to mention that Koreawould continue making vigorous effortsto assist ASEAN
nationsin strengthening SOC and devel oping human resourcesthrough ODA and EDCF for co-
prosperity withASEAN.

Distinguished del egates!

| think that Koreaand ASEAN should go beyond economic cooperation to bol ster the partnership.
We need to havein-depth discussions and formul ate consensusfor cooperation in information and
communication technology(ICT), environmental regeneration, prevention of communicablediseases
around theworld and security.



Inthis21% century of knowledge/information society, ICT hasbecomeamain driving force behind
economic growth. Koreahasstrived to lead regiona cooperationinitiativesin theindustry, build world-
classICT infrastructure, and promote e-businessin East Asathereby taking thelead in related global
market. It now worksto stimulate exchangesof experiencesin|CT deve opment, successfully positioning
itself asan|ThubinEastAsia

Koreahas al so been committed to the ICT development inASEAN. More specifically, Koreahas
invited around 500 I T expertsfrom ASEAN countriesto offer training programs, sent 348 Internet
volunteersto seven countries, and established Information A ccess Center infour nationsin order to
bridgethedigital divide between countries.

Koreaisasoready to shareour experienceswithASEAN inresolving environmental issuesincluding
soil and water pollutionsin the aftermath of arapid economic development for thelast 30 years.

In the meantime, KoreaconsidersAIDS and bird flu significant global health threatsand closely
cooperates with UN’s HIV/AIDS program and related nations. In an effort, it opened the AIDS
Prevention Center for Foreignersto help expatriates, especialy migrant workers, diagnose and treat
thedisease and, if they want, returnto their home countries.

Lastly, | would now liketoturnto oneof themost important taskslieahead: security. Asthesix party talks
toresolveNorth Korean nucl ear issue broke down and North K oreattest-fired missilesin July, theK orean
Peninsulaiscurrently faced by security chalenges. | wouldliketo ask for your interestsand supportsinthe
iSSue, reiterating that apesceful resol ution of the security i ssueson the K orean Peninsulathrough thesix party
taksor ARFwill becertainly conduciveto the co-prosperity of ASEAN and Asan-Pacificregion.

Distinguished del egates!

Let mereaffirmthat the Nationa Assembly of Koreahasfully supported Koreas ASEAN cooperation
andisdoing itspart by improving related budgetsand legidations. It al so putsgreat significanceon
parliamentary diplomacy withASEAN to back up the government’ sefforts.

For example, the K orean National Assembly formed parliamentarians friendship associationwith al
the ASEAN nations and has been an active participant in the general assemblies and meetings of
AIPO. Korean delegations|ed by the Speaker of the Nationa Assembly visited the parliamentsof six
ASEAN member nationsincluding Thailand, the Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, and
Singaporefor thelast two years. We extended officid invitationsto the speakers of the parliaments of
L aos, Indonesi a, the Philippines and Malaysiaduring the same period thereby maintaining close
cooperation with the parliamentsof ASEAN countries.

Assuch, theNationa Assembly of the Republic of Koreastandsfirminitshopesfor and belief iInASEAN
asadosepartner for our collectiveendeavorsand remainsascommitted asever tofully playingitspartinal
areasof itsnoblework. Thank you.



