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Your Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itisagreat honour and agreat pleasurefor meto convey to the 27th general assembly of AIPO the
warmest greetingsof the European Parliament. Just like AlPO the European Parliament isnot repre-
senting asingle state but acommunity of states. We define common goalswhich wefollow notinthe
framework of nationa politics, but on asupra-nationa level of co-operation.

Inour globa world, regional co-operationistheonly way for medium-sized statesto makethemsalves
heard and represent their interests besides great powers such asthe United States, China, andinthe
futurepossibly India. At the sametime, regional co-operationisanimportant contributiontoamulti-
polar, and thus better world. A multi-polar world offersbetter chancesfor peace and the establishment
of abalanced order, in contrast for example to the former model of abi-polar world inwhich an
Eastern bloc and the Western powerswerefacing each other highly armed.

Youwill understand that the European Unionisfollowing the devel opment of ASEAN withthegrestest
interest for avariety of reasons. ASEAN and the European Union facethe same questions.

Firstly, which amstofollow under the conditions of globalisation ontheleve of the nation-state, and
which aimsto pursueon asupra-nationa level?

Secondly, what are the methods we choose to organi se the co-operation of statesin order to meet
theseams?

Theaimswhich ASEAN and the European Union follow as such are almost identical, or at |east
comparable. Inthebasic documents- | refer to the European tregties on the one hand and theASEAN
declarationson the other - you will find the hopefor peace and security, the safeguarding of national
independence against interference from external actors, the quest for economic prosperity and socia
security, and moreand morethe preservation of thenational competitivenessintheageof globalisation.
In most recent times, thefight against terrorismisincreasingly seen asachallenge best met by co-
operating on asupra-level. Other aimswhich arenamedincludethefight against poverty andillnesses,
the promotion of education, and cultural exchanges.

Nonethel ess, the methods used by ASEAN and the European Union are different. From the very
beginning the European Union has chosen the so-called * community method” . Thismeansthat the
member states do no co-operate as such, but delegate national competenciesto anew supra-state



level, which exercisesthese competenciesintiswon right and independent of themember states. The
community method thusfoundsanew institution besi desthe member states, whichisnot astatein
itself, but nonethel ess exercise sate rightsand disposes of state competencies. Intheframework of this
new model there exist what could almost be called aEuropean government - the European Commis-
sion - aswell asaparliament - the European Parliament -, directly elected by the citizens of Europe.
Besidesthe community method theintra-state co-operation amongst member statesremains. But the
core element of the EU isthe Community with its own competenciesindependent of the member
states. Thismethod has shown to be extremely successful in organising the common market.

Please let me point out that ASEAN and the EU do not only have common interests as regional
organisations, whichtry to co-operatein order to find voicein the concert of the great powers. The
European Union and ASEAN have many economic interestsin common. Basisfor the economic
interestswith the European Unionisthe common market, which isorgani sed around the community
method. In thiscommon market there are no more borders between the member states. Thefreedom
of movement not only appliesto people, but a so goods, servicesand capital. All companiesin EU can
offer their productsin every member state without any tariffs, quotas, or other obstacles. The Euro-
pean Union thus hasaninternal market without borders, covering 450 million people.

In contrast tothe EU theASEAN sinceitsfoundations concentrates on an intra-State co-operation. Its
actorsareexclusively the governmentsor thoseingtitutions charged with thistask. Community ingtitu-
tionssuch asthe Commission or the European Parliament aremissing.

At thispoint | want to opposethe mid eading ideawhich we as Europeans often encounter in meetings
with representativesfrom ASEAN. It isoften asked whether the EU canbeamodel for ASEAN. The
question can only beanswered with yesin the sensethat the Europeanswere abletoredisetheir ams.
Since 1945, thereis peacein Central Europe. We managed to work towardsahighlevel of security
and prosperity, and wetry to withstand international economic competition. However, meeting these
amsisnot directly linked to the community method. Theintra-state co-operation preferred by ASEAN,
without atransfer of competencies, doesnot haveto beless effective than the method chosen by the
European Union.

Theintra-state co-operation isfounded on consensus. Aslong asthereis agreement amongst the
partner states of ASEAN on certain aims, theintra-state co-operationisat least aseffective asthe
community method of the European Union. One only hasto think of the timeit takesto enact a
European law. This process sometimestakesyearsof complex negotiations. Aslong astheASEAN
member statesagreeon anaim, al that isrequired isadecision by the representatives of the member
gtatesto form thefoundation for thecreation of alaw on nationd level. Thegeographical and historical
conditionsof the European integration are al so different from the conditionsunder which themembers
of theASEAN arelooking for closer co-operation. Thereforewe can only offer our experiencestothe
ASEAN membersinfostering co-operation. We Europeans haverealised that we can also learn from
the experiences of theASEAN states. We arelooking closely at the work to draw up an ASEAN
charter and we have of course noted with great interest the use of heword “integration” inASEAN
document, aswell asthe development of ideas up to theintroduction of acommon currency. With
great sympathy the Europeanstherefore note that the search of theASEAN statesto cometo acloser
co-operation - and therefore agreater capacity to act - isaccelerating. AN ASEAN more capableto
act will also be more successful in meeting itscommon aims such asthe preservation of peaceand
independence, the promotion of prosperity and thefight against poverty. Thereforewe Europeans-in
view of our own development - have alasting interest in the common success of theASEAN states.



Besides our common interests as regional associations of states, ASEAN and the EU share their
economic interests. For the EU, the 10 ASEAN countriesrepresent collectively one of the largest
trading partnersafter Japan. Currently the EU iSASEAN’s second largest export market and third
largest trading partner. Trade with these regions continuesto grow at afast pace and islikely to
continueto do so for theforeseeablefuture. South East Asiatherefore offers substantive and rapidly
expanding market opportunitiesfor EU businesses, while EU foreign directinvestmentintheregionis
key toitsglobal competitiveness. The EU’smarket of 450 million consumerswill continueto attract
ASEAN at atimewhenitiskeenly interested in expanding and devel oping itsexisting tieswith mgor
trading partners.

Itisthereforein our mutud interest to support economic co-operation. An examplewould beexploring
thefeas bility of an EU-ASEAN freetrade agreement.

Therefore, relations between the European Union and ASEAN have growninto apolitical and eco-
nomic partnership onthebasisof amutua understanding and thewillingnessof both sidestolearnfrom
each other.

Speaking from the perspective of the European Parliament, our decisive support isaimed for all at-
temptsto strengthen therole of parliamentarism. From the very beginning we have supported the
proposalsby the Speaker of the House of Representativesof the Republic of the Philippines, Josede
Venecia

Deputieswhich areelected infree, equal and secret e ectionsare thelegitimate representatives of the
people. Itisimportant to remind that it isthe parliamentswhich appoint the governments. A better
integration of parliamentsinto the supra-state policiesof thegovernmentsisan excellent way of bring-
ing state co-operationin ASEAN and the European Union closer to the people.

It seemsincomprehensiblethat theASEM processwhich accountsfor many of themaost important ties
between ASEAN and the European Unionistaking place solely on the basisof the representatives of
governments. The European Parliament has been continuously demanding that ASEM meetingsbe
accompanied by ASEPmestings of the parliamentarians.

Thesearejust someof the pointswhich I hopewe might discussin the course of thismesting. | wishdl
of usmany fruitful discussond

Thank you very much.



