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Mr. President,

Fellow Parliamentarians,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It givesmegreat pleasureto cometo Cebu, abeautiful and well-known historical city, to attend the
27 Genera Assembly of AIPO. On behdf of the Standing Committee of the Nationa People sCongress
of China, | would liketo extend our warm congratul ations on the convocation of thisassembly and
expressour sincere appreciation for the generous hospitality and thoughtful arrangements of the host.
Sincethe 26" AIPO Generd Assambly in Vientiane, ASEAN hasmadefresh headway initsdevel opment
andintegration. Having overcomethechallengesof mounting oil priceand avianinfluenza, thecountries
achieved economic growth at arate of nearly 6%in 2005. Inthe sameyear, ASEAN attracted US$ 38
billion of FDI, whichtopped itsown record beforetheAsianfinancia crisis. Steady progresshasalso
been madein building threeASEAN Communities. Moreover, ASEAN has set about formulating the
ASEAN Charter withtheamto establishing itslegal status. ASEAN economic ministershave decided
to move up the datefor the establishment of theASEAN Economic Community from 2020to 2015.
And itsdefense ministershave agreed to set up aresponse mechanismto deal with emergenciesinthe
regionat their first meeting. All indl, ASEAN isnow more proactively engagedin regiona cooperation
and internationa affairs, thus contributing enormously to the maintenance of peace and stability and
development intheregion. Without the efforts made by AIPO and itsmember parliaments, ASEAN
could not have made so many achievementsinthepast year. Asyour friend and partner, we congratul ate
you on your achievement.

Mr. President,

Thisyear marksthe 15th anniversary of the dia ogue partnership between Chinaand ASEAN. It will
bean important and memorableyear intheannalsof China-ASEAN relationship.

Over the past 15 years, we have decided to move our relations towards good-nei ghbourliness and
mutual trust, and put in place theframework of ChinaASEAN Strategic Partnership for Peaceand
Prosperity, charting the coursefor thelong-term devel opment of the relationship between thetwo
Sdes.



Over the past 15 years, our mutual political trust has been deepened, our dialogues and exchanges
have become closer, and our cooperation has been expanded with improved mechanisms. All thishas
laid asolid foundation for enduring and stable devel opment of our relationship.

Over the past 15 years, we have conducted good coordination and cooperation in regiona and
international affairs. Thishasadded to thevitaity of the East Asian Cooperation and contributed to
peace, stability and prosperity of our region.

Now, ChinaASEAN relationship is most robust and fruitful. Next month, the heads of state or
government of Chinaand ASEAN nationsand ASEAN Secretary Genera will meetin Nanning, Guangxi
of China. They will not only celebrate the 15 years of the dial ogue partnership between Chinaand
ASEAN but aso map out ablueprint for future cooperation between thetwo sides. That meeting will
beanother milestonein China ASEAN relationship. | am surethemeeting will beproductiveand help
lift the Strategic partnership between usto anew height.

Tounswervingly devel op good-nei ghbourly reationsand mutualy beneficia cooperationwithASEAN
isthe strategic choiceof the Chinese Government. Chinawill continueto pursuethepolicy of building
good-neighourly relationship and partnership with itsneighbours and promote all-round cooperation
withASEAN. To boost the growth of our relations, Chinaisready towork withASEAN countriesto
fully implement the Plan of Action aimed at promoting our strategic partnership, forge ahead with the
building of the ChinaeASEAN Free TradeArea(CAFTA), intensify security cooperation in counter-
terrorism, drug control, law enforcement and maritime security, and push forward the cooperations
under such mechanismsas Great M ekong Sub-region Cooperation (GMS), Brune-IndonesaMdaysa
Philippine East ASEAN Growth Area(BIMP-EAGA) and the Forum on Economic Cooperation of
BelbuRim.

Fellow Parliamentarians,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, membersof parliaments, are representatives of popular will inour own countries. Friendly inter-
parliamentary exchange and cooperation isanimportant bond between peoplesaround theworld. Itis
also animportant component of thefriendly and good-neighbourly relationship between Chinaand
ASEAN. We are glad to see numerous new exchanges between China's NPC and itsASEAN
counterpartsinthe past year. Those exchanges gave usthe chanceto grace old amity by making new
friendsand foster friendly fedlingswhile deegpening cooperation. We sincerely wish that AIPO and its
member parliamentswill play an evengreater rolein promoting ASEAN integration and enhancing the
mutual understanding and cooperation between ASEAN anditsdia ogue partnersand other countries.
The National People’'sCongressof Chinaisready tojoin handswithAIPO and ASEAN parliaments
to strengthen the China-ASEAN strategic partnership, and to make new contributionsto the building
of aharmoniousAs aof lasting peace and common prosperity.

| wishthissession of A1PO General Assembly acomplete success.

Thank you.



