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My nameis Senator Joseph A. Day from The Senate of Canada. | am accompanied by my colleague,
Mr. BryonWilfert, Member of the House of Commonsof Canada. We are delighted to participatein
the 27" General Assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) in Cebu City,
Philippines. Thank you for allowing Canadato be here asan observer at thismeeting of Al1PO.

We are pleased to have this opportunity to again meet with our parliamentary counterpartsfrom
Southeast Asia. These annua meetings provide uswith auniqueforumfor following eventsinthe
region and making the personal contactsthat are soimportant to good rel ations between countries.

With each passing year, the Southeast Asian region isbecoming more and moreimportant to Canada.
Itisagrowing sourceof immigrants. Itisalso anincreasingly important trading partner.

Thisincreased exchange of people, goods, and services between Canadaand the countries of Southeast
Asaisleading to increased cooperationin awholerange of aress.

In addition to sharing concerns about theinternational trading system, we also have commoninterests
intheareasof security, the environment, sustainable devel opment, and information and technol ogy
cooperation.

Parliamentary diplomacy hasacrucid roleto play in encouraging thiscooperation. By keeping each
other informed of devel opmentsin our countriesand our parliaments, we help make the exchanges
between usrun moresmoothly. By understanding each other better, we can hel p reduce the distances
between us.

Asyou probably know, Canada srelationswith the region go back over half acentury, totheyears
following the Second World War. Our earliest contact waswith our partnersin the Commonweal th—
Brunel Darussdam, Maaysia, and Singapore. Indeed, it wasthrough the Commonwedth’saidinitietive
of the 1950s—the Colombo Plan —that Canadian co-operation in Southeast Asiabegan. Aswell,
during the 1950s and 1960s Canada participated in the International Control and Supervision
Commissionsin Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.

Inthelate 1960s, Canadaidentified Southeast Asiaasapriority recipient of Canadianaid. Our trade
with theregion grew during thisperiod, and in 1974 Canadainitiated rel ationswith the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

INn 1977, Canadabecamean ASEAN dialogue partner.

Today, the Canadian government maintainsadialoguewithASEAN at theministeria leve throughthe
ASEAN Post Minigteria Conferenceand theASEAN Regiona Forum. Inaddition, Canadamaintains



two dialogue channelsat the senior official level —the ASEAN-CanadaDialogue Senior Officials
Mesting and aSenior Economic OfficialS meseting.

The relationship between Canadaand Southeast Asian countries hasevolved into aflourishing trade
and economic partnership.

Indeed, Canada stwo-way tradewith ASEAN countries now exceeds Cdn$10 billion per year.

Meanwhile, nearly half amillionimmigrantsfromASEAN countriesnow call Canadahome, andthe
number of Southeast Asian studentsin Canadacontinuesto increaserapidly.

Thereisno better recent exampl e of the partnership between Canadaand Southeast Asiathan Canada's
response to the devastating December 2004 tsunami.

The Canadian government contributed Cdn$425 million towardsdisaster rdlief, rehabilitation assstance
and recongtruction efforts, in addition to Cdn$213 million was contributed by membersof the Canadian
public.

| would like now to touch briefly upon the topicsfor dial oguewith observer countriesto take place
tomorrow.

Firg of dl, though, | would liketo point out that, as Canadian parliamentarians, wedo not set government
policy. Nevertheless, wedo play aroleininternational relations, mostly through thework of our
parliamentary committees. Our committeesconduct studies, during whichwesolicit ideasfrom experts
andthe Canadian public. Thereportsweissueat theconclusion of thesestudiescan help thegovernment
defineitspolicy, and they can dso haveanimportant rolein helping the Canadian public understand the
issuesat play. Thosereportsare availableontheInternet for all who areinterested.

Meeting our counterparts from other countries plays an on-going part in the work of Canadian
parliamentariansto understand i ssues and influence government policy.

Welook forward to discussing theseissueswith you during our dial ogue tomorrow.

Ontheissueof regiond security, Canadian parliamentariansrecognizethat inthisday of globd integration,
security problemsin one part of theworld can have seriousimpactsin any other part of theworld.
Regiona conflicts, peoplesmuggling, hedlth pandemics, armsand drug trafficking —all theseactivities
can have an impact on Canada' s security, aswell asyour security. Consequently, we need to work
closely with one another to address situationsthat might lead to problems, either here or elsewhere.

Asacasein point, Canadahasalong history of participating in peacekeeping missonsinal regionsof
theworld. Itisasoaleader intheinternational movement to ban landmines. Asl mentioned earlier,
during the 1950s and 1960s Canada participated in the International Control and Supervision
Commissionsinthe Southeast Asian region.

Morerecently, Canadian contributed armed forces personne to the International Forcein East Timor
andtheUnited Nations Trangtional Administrationin East Timor.

The Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairslooked at AsiaPacific security issuesin 1998 as
part of itsreport ontheAsianfinancid crisis.

Theissueof economic and trade cooperationisclearly avital part of therelationship between Canada
and the countriesof Southeast Asia. Canadahasawaysbeen atrading nation. Initially, our tradewas
largely with Europe. Today, the United Statesisour largest trading partner.



Nevertheless, Southeast Asiapresentsasignificant opportunity for Canada.

Your economic progress hasbeenimpressive: theASEAN countriesrepresent amarket of some 560
million people. Thediscussionsof whichwe have heard alot thismorning about aproposed East
Asantrade bloc makethe subject of trade cooperation all themoretimely.

Asyour countriesincreasetheir cooperation among themselvesand with their partnersinAsia, Canada
wouldliketoincreaseitspresenceintheregion. Increased tradewould dso help narrow the devel opment
gap insomeof theASEAN countries.

Our parliamentary committees have devoted aconsiderable amount of timeto studying theissue of
tradewith Southeast Asia. 1n 2003, the House of Commons Standing Committeeon ForeignAffairs
and International Trade issued a report entitled Reinvigorating Economic Relations between
Canada and Asia-Pacific. 1n 1997, the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairsreleased a
report entitled The I mportance of the Asia Pacific Region for Canada.

Theissueof investment opportunitiesisanother important onefor our economicrelationship. Itisaso
animportant component of economic growth and development intheregion. Morethanthat, foreign
investment createsimportant linksto Southeast Asafor Canadian companies, consumers, and workers.

Today, Canadian foreigninvestment intheASEAN regionisworth morethan Cdn$11 billion. These
investmentsrepresent avote of confidencein theregion by Canadian businesspeople. Of course, in
order toinvest, companies need to be able to count on sound investment rulesthat provide stability,
transparency, predictability, and protection for Canadian companies. For that reason, Canadahas
congistently supported astrong, rules-based system.

Environmentd issuesareincreasingly important componentsof our relationship. Canadiansaremindful
of theimpact natural disasterscan have. Thetsunami, therecent cyclonesin China, and Hurricane
Katrinainthe United Statesremind ushow quickly disaster can strike.

By cooperating with each other, we can reducetheimpact of such events. Inour discussions, wehope
to learn more about the measuresyou aretaking to prepare for natural disastersand to reducethe
impact that human activity ishaving ontheenvironment.

Theissueof information and technol ogy cooperationisthekey to solving many of theworld’ sproblems.
By sharing best practices, we can hel p each other deal with on-going and evolving problems.

Anexampleistheinternational effort to combat SevereAcute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS, in
2003. By sharing information, wewereableto reducethe spread of thisvirulent disease. Likewise,
the on-going effort to understand avian influenzashowsthat thefight against theseinfectious diseases
hasto beaninternationa one, onethat requires cooperation in sharinginformation.

I nformation and technol ogy cooperationisrelevant to many of thedia oguetopicsthat wearediscussing.
Whenit comesto protecting the environment, for example, information and technology will becrucia
inmitigating theeffectsof climatechange. Clean energy technol ogieshold greet promisefor minimizing
humans impact on theenvironment. Devel oping alternate sources of energy and renewable sources
by using technology such assmal hydro power, solar thermal systems, and biofuel, such asmentioned
last evening, will help devel oped countriesand devel oping countriesdikeintheir quest for energy self
aufficency.

Ontheissue of theWorld Trade Organization (WTO) DohaRound, Canadaremainscommitted to
moreliberalized trade, the rules-based multilateral trading system, and the objectives of the Doha



negotiations. Likeyou, wewereextremely disappointed when the Round was suspended. A successful
outcome of the Round would have advanced the Canadian obj ectives of increased accessto global
marketsfor Canadian producers, manufacturers, and service providers. It would aso have been good
for devel oping countries, which stood to gain from further integration into theworld trading sysemand
fromthereductionin agriculturesubsidies.

Our parliamentary committees have spent considerabl etime studying the WTO and theinternational
trading system. In May 2002, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairsand
International Trade released a report entitled Building an Effective New Round of WTO
Negotiations: Key Issuesfor Canada. More recently, in June 2005, the Committee released a
report entitled Elements of an Emerging Markets Strategy for Canada, which included
recommendationson theWTO negotiations.

I would liketotalk alittlebit about the Canadian government’ sdevel opment assistancein theregion.
The Canadian International Devel opment Agency’s Southeast AsiaRegional Program addresses
development challengesthat affect theregion. Itisasmall, focused program of approximatdly Cdn$12
millionayear. Itspriorities, intermsof assistance, are: economic integration, the environment, and
governance, security, and theruleof law.

The program hel ps countries meet the requirements of accession to, and/or membershipin, theWTO
andto benefit fromtheir rightsasmembers. It hasa so supported governance and lega-reform projects
that have rai sed awareness and observance of therights of women, children, ethnic minorities, and
migrant workersthroughout SoutheastAsia.

In addition, Canadahasbilatera development programswith Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines,
andVietnam.

Findly, onthesubject of theexchangeof parliamentary visitsasmeansof strengtheninginter-parliamentary
diplomacy, my colleaguesand | feel that visitsto meetings such asthisgo along way to promoting
understanding and mutual respect among parliamentarians.

Canadian parliamentariansparticipatein anumber of parliamentary associationsandinterparliamentary
groupsincluding theAsaPacific Parliamentary Forum, towhichanumber of ASEAN countriesbelong.
Canadian parliamentarians al so cooperate with Singapore and Ma aysiathrough the Commonwesalth
Parliamentary Association. The Inter-Parliamentary Union providesanother venuefor cooperation.
Findly, thereisLaFrancophonie, whichincludesVietnam, Laosand Cambodia, aswell as Canada.

Earlier thisyear parliamentariansfrom anumber of ASEAN nationsparticipated intheAsia-Pecific
Parliamentarians Conference on Environment and Devel opment, which the Speakersof the Canadian
Senate and House of Commons hosted in Whistler, British Columbia.

Inconclusion, I wouldliketo thank you for welcoming usto thisgathering. Throughthe meetings, both
forma andinforma, we have had and will havewithyou, our Southeast Asian colleagues; wedevelop
abetter understanding of theissuesyou arefacing.

We will return home with much to ponder. Please rest assured that we will continue to follow
developmentsin Southeast Asia.



