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Itisagreat pleasureand honour to addressthe 27" Generd Assembly of theASEAN I nter-Parliamentary
Organization. TheAssembly istaking place at t significant time—when ASEAN isapproachingits
fortiethanniversary (inAugust 2007). Our participation inthisAssembly providesuswith an opportunity
torenew our friendshipsand to reaffirm thevery val uablerdlationshipsand cooperationwhichAudrdia
haswithASEAN.

Audtraliaappreciates highly the contribution whichASEAN hasmadeto peace, regional cooperation
and prosperity in Southeast Asasince 1967. Austraiawasthefirst country to establish amultilatera
relationshipwithASEAN —in 1974. Australiawas proud to be ableto celebrate thirty yearsof our
cooperationwith ASEAN at the specid Commemorative Summit attended by PrimeMinister Howard,
PrimeMinister Clark of New Zealand and the leadersof ASEAN, in Vientianein November 2004.
Australia’'scommitment to ASEAN and its contribution to peace and prosperity wasre-emphasized
by our accessiontothe ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in December 2005.

Australiahasvalued highly theregular dialogueswith our ASEAN neighboursthroughtheASEAN
Post Ministeria Conferences(since 1979). We have a so wel comed the opportunity to beabletojoin
asfounding membersinthe ASEAN Regional Forum (in 1994) and in the new East Asia Summit,
inaugurated last December in KualaL umpur.

Our networks of bilateral and multilateral relationswith ASEAN enableAustraliato develop and
advancethe many interestswe havein common. Weall share acommitment to peace and security
whichwehave pursuedinmany years, including opposition to the spread of wegponsof massdestruction,
and support for the mai ntenance of maritime security. We area soworking together in other areasvita
to national and human security, including effortsto eliminate trafficking in peopleand thetradein
narcotics.

Inthe past five yearswe have needed to expand our cooperation to opposeterrorism. Australiaand
ASEAN have been ableto devel op val uable coordination of our effortsin thisareathrough extensive
bilateral cooperation and through avenuesincluding theASEAN —AustraliaJoint Declaration for
Cooperationto Combat I nternational Terrorism (July 2004), theBali Ministeria dia ogue on counter-
terrorism and crime established between Australiaand ASEAN Senior Officialsin September 2004.

Austraiaisseeking to contributeto mutua understanding and toleranceamong religionsand cultures
acrosstheregion, through the Interfaith Dialogue processes. TheInterfaith Dial ogue processbrings
together faith and community leadersfrom countriesin theregion to help empower moderatesand



underlinethekey roleof faith and community |eadersin bridging differencesand building harmony in
theregion.

A mutua commitment to economic growth and progressis continuing to draw our countriestogether.
By 2005 our two way merchandise trade reached A$43.9 billion—an increase of 25 percent since
2001. In 2005, Australian exportsto ASEAN werevalued at A$15.9 billion, representing 11.4 per
cent of Australia stotal merchandise exports. 1n 2005, importsto Australiafrom ASEAN reached
A$28 hillion—anincrease of 38 percent since2001. Indeed, ASEAN wasAustralia shiggest source
of imports. Combined two-way tradein servicestotaled A$11.4 billionin 2005.

Weareawareof theimportant stepsASEAN isnow taking to implement its commitment to develop
the* ASEAN Economic Community’ —to create anintegrated market among theASEAN membersby
2015. Australiahasaready signed bilateral Free TradeAgreementswith Singaporeand Thailand and
negotiationsare underway withMaaysia. Our countriesare now engaged in negotiationsto develop
amultilateral freetrade agreement between Australia, New Zealand and theASEAN nations. We
believethat when these negotiationsare concluded and an FTA devel oped, thiswill consolidatefurther
Australia’ seconomicintegrationinto theregionand benefit al of us.

Aid continuesto play ava uablerolein both humanitarian assistance and in hel ping to build the
infrastructure and capacitieswhich support further growth. Audtraia sdevel opment cooperation program
for ASEAN countriesfor 2006 —07 amountsto $628 million. ThisincludesAustralia scommitment to
assistanceinn recovery from the devastation caused by the tsunami in December 2004. Throughthe
Augtralia—IndonesiaPartnership for Reconstruction and Devel opment, weare contributing $1 billion
inassstanceand loansover afiveyear period, both inand beyond tsunami affected areas. Austrdiais
asoproviding $45 million over six yearsto assstASEAN onamultilateral basis. Austraiahasmade
an ongoing commitment to assist ASEAN’ slessdevel oped members, inlinewiththeVientianeAction
Pan.

While cooperati on between our government proceeds, rel ations between our peoplesare also being
expanded and deepened. Educationisakey element in our cooperation. Weareglad to have been
abletowelcomeover 69,000 studentsfromASEAN toAustraliain 2005. Austrdianingtitutionshave
al so established many centresinthe ASEAN region; including the RMIT campuswhich has been
established in Ho Chi Minh City; the private research and teaching university in Singapore being
established by the University of New South Wales, and themedical collegeto be opened by Monash
University inMalaysanext year.

ASEAN countries have been apopular tourist destination for Austrliansfor many years. We continue
towelcomewarmly visitsfm our neighboursin ASEAN. We received over 600,000 tourists from
ASEAN in2004.

Therapidly growing interactions between our peoplesunderscoretheimportance of continuing dialogue
and cooperation. Wethereforelook forward to the next stagesof Austraia scooperation withASEAN
—including the second meeting of the East AsiaSummit, which will meet herein Cebuin December of
thisyear.

AsSASEAN isapproaching itsfortieth anniversary it isan auspicioustimefor usto renew the contacts
between our parliaments. We are confident that the rel ationship between Australiaand ASEAN will
continueto benefit our countriesand peoples.



