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Esteemed Mr President,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Firg of al, | would liketo expressmy sincere gppreciationfor giving methe opportunity to addressthis
august 27 General Assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO), in my capacity
asthe Leader of the Specia Observer Delegation of Myanmar.

May | dso convey my best wishesto you, Mr. President and to al thedistingui shed del egatesattending
the General Assembly for your persona well being and peace of mind.

| am deeply heartened by the cordial welcome and warm hospitality accorded to the ASEAN
Parliamentary delegations, including our delegation, by the Congressof the Republic of the Philippines,
the Government and the people of the Republic of the Philippines.

| am surethat the atmosphere of friendly relationship existing among the del egateswoul d contributeto
the successof the General Assembly.

Mr President,

Myanmar isamember country of ASEAN. Wetruly believethat theinterest of onemember country is
also that of other member countriesaswell as of theAssociation. Therefore, itisnecessary for the
ASEAN member countriesto be constantly engaged with one another to enableto build our countries
hand in hand in order to keep abreast with the devel opments of other countries. Bearing thisinmind,
Myanmar has been actively cooperating with other countriesintheASEAN Region in theeconomic
and socia areas. Sheisalso actively cooperating on prevention of human trafficking and combatting
terrorism.

For thetotal €limination of narcotic drugswhich hasbeen amenaceto humankind, Myanmar hasbeen
cooperating with neighbouring countriesaswell aswith other foreign countriesand the United Nations
Officeof Drugsand Crime. And today, we have been witnessing the decrease of poppy growing areas
in Myanmar year by year aswell assuccessinthegrowing of substitute cropsand farming for thetotal
elimination of poppy cultivationin Myanmar . We have already set thetarget date and have taken
necessary measuresresulting in making the declaration that poppy growing istotally eradicated from



someareas. With regard to theregional cooperation we have been cooperating with the countriesin
the Greater Mekong Sub-region aswell aswith themember countriesof theBIMSTEC.

Theachievementsof ASEAN isnot only dueto theindividual and collective efforts of the member
countries, but sofor itswaysof achieving things, such asconsensushbuilding, positivethinking, avoiding
interferenceintheinterna affairsof other countriesintheASEAN Region, etc. Thus, ASEAN countries
must abide by their own principle and be steadfast in making their own efforts.

ASEAN isnow intheprocessof intenseintegration towards establishingtheASEAN community by
theyear 2020. Itismaking all out effortsto realizethisby building threeimportant pillars, ASEAN
Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community, ASEAN Socio-Cultura Community. Inbuilding
these communities, ASEAN vision 2020 must be set asaguide and the Vientiane A ction Program as
one'sdtrategy.

Inthe ASEAN community, the basic significant step isthe emergence of theASEAN Charter. Itis
hoped that the ASEAN Charter would be successfully adopted asearly aspossible.

Mr President,

We have been striving hard in all sectorsfor the emergence of an all round devel oped, disciplined
democratic State. However, when we study countriesthat practice the democratic system, it will be
noted that the situation of one country cannot bethe samewith the other.

Having learnt thelessonsexperienced in some countriesintheir trangition fromtheold political system
to the new one, the Government of Myanmar in order to have asmooth transition hasinitiated the ( 7)
Step Road Map intheyear 2003 and issystematically implementing the measures step by step. Among
these steps, wearenow inthe stage of reconvening the National Conventionwhichisthemost essential
step for the emergence of adisciplined democratic state. The National Conventionisattended, from
the entire country, by delegatesof political parties, del egates of representatives-el ect, del egates of
national races, delegates of national races armed groupswho exchanged armsfor peace and other
suitableinvited persons, delegatesfromvariousstratasincluding intellectualsand intel ligentsatotalling
1088. Three sessions of the National Convention have now been held and arrangementsare being
madeto hold aNational Conventionthisyear.

Mr President,

In building adisciplined democratic state anew draft constitution would be drafted based on thebasic
principleslaid down at the National Convention whichisthefirst step of the (7) step Road Map. A
referendumwill beheld for theadoption of thedraft constitution after whichtherewill beafreeandfair
election to beheldin accordance with the new congtitution. Then anew government will beformed by
the Pyidaungsu HIuttaw (L egidativeAssembly) in accord with the new condgtitution. At present weare
grivingtoachieved | necessary conditions, including theattainment of nationa unity whichwill contribute
to having firm foundeation in place when the government which will emerge upon the compl etion of the
step by step implementation of the (7) step Road Map, takes over theresponsibilities of the state.

Mr. President,

At present, the government, athough encountered withinterferencesand diffi cultieshasadopted correct
attitude and good will fostered to preserve peace and Sability of the state, and laid down systematically
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implemented plansfor thedevelopment in the economic, social, educationa, health and transportation
sectorswhich areessentia for theemergence of amodern and devel oped nation that can keep abreast
with theinternational community. Asaresult of theseendeavours, we have now achieved successinal
the sectorsincluding economy, health, education, agriculture and transportation.

With regard to the expl oitation of natural resourcesfor the economic development of the country, we
have discovered and exploited oil and natura gas. AlsointheAgricultural sector, we havebeen ableto
increasethe cultivation of agricultural product by increasing the utilization of water for agricultural
development with theaid of variousirrigation projects such as construction of dams, reservoirs, weirs
and river water pumping stationsand also by systematically cultivating al availablelandsaswell asby
reclamingvirginlands

Inorder to provide sufficient eectricity supply, power supply to the peopleand the Industrial Zones,
we have constructed hydroel ectric power stationsaswell aselectric power generatorsrun by coal and
also implementing large hydroel ectric power projects. Asaresult, the people are also enjoying the
fruitsof devel opment.

In order to improve the standard of education of the people Universities, Colleges, Technology
Universities, Medica Universities, Computer Universities and Institutesat the Basic Education level
have been establishedinal Statesand Divisionsand produced scholarsand techniciansfor the human
resources devel opment. For theimprovement of the public health, hospitals, clinics, dispensarieshave
beenestablishedindl statesand divisions, includinginthevillageleve andfulfilled themedica needsof

thepeople.

Only whenthereisagood network of transportation, peoplewill beabletotravel easily and goodscan
betransported smoothly. The government, therefore has constructed highways, railways, mgor bridges
and airfieldsthrough out the country.

Mr. President and Distinguished Del egates,

Itisheartening to note that theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization sinceitsinception 28 years
ago has been ableto establish cooperation and cultivatefriendship among the countriesin  theregion.

| would liketo conclude by saying that Myanmar isdetermined to actively participateintheactivitiesof
theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization and to actively cooperate with other ASEAN member
countriesfor the peace, stability and devel opment of theAsiaregion, including theASEAN member
countries.

Thank you.



