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Mr. Chairman,
Dear Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am very honoured and pleased to be heretoday and joining my fellow frienedsat thisvery important
meeting as special observer. Liketherest of my colleaguesbefore me, | would liketo express our
appreciation to you and thegovernment of the Philippinesfor hosting the 27 A1PO General Assembly
aswel| asfor thekind and wonderful arrangement of thismeeting..

Sincewelast met, we all observed some devel opemnt or challengesin the region such asnatural
disagtersin Indonesiaand the Philippines, thethrest of avianinfluenzaand therisngail price. Terrorism
also remainsto bethemain threat to our peace and security.

Despiteadll these problems, | am pleased to notethat ASEAN continuesto make progressincludingin
itsjoint effrotsto addressthese current challenges. Regular consultationsaretaking placeat all levels
including among our |eaders. Cooperationisespandingin many aress.

We are also happy that ASEAN ismaking every effort to realizethe ASEAN community by 2020.
TtheASEAN economic ministersat their recent meeting in KualaL umpur agreed to recommend to
our leaderstop achieve A SEAN economic community by 2015. Consultationsareaa so underway to
implement theASEAN security community and theASEAN socio-cultural community.

Mr. Chairman,

Alandmark decisonwasaso madeat thelast ASEAN Summit, where our leaders agreed to establish
theASEAN Charter. Thisreflectstheleaders commitment to realizeASEAN goa sand objectivesfor
thebenefitsof al ASEAN member countries.

Mr. Chairman,

Theprogressof ASEAN integrationisa so moving along quitewell. | am glad to seethe continued

commitment of ASEAN member countriesaswell asour dial ogue partnersto provide asistancetothe
four C.L.M.V countristheoughthel.A.l Programs.



Mr. Chairman,

| regret to note that some of usespecially Indonesiaand the Philippines had suffered recent natural
disasters such as earthquakes. For thisreason, cooperationin natural disaster management hasbeen
placed highin ASEAN agendaaswell asin our consultationswith other countries.

ASEAN foreign ministerslast year signed an agreeemnt for disaster relief and emergency response
aimed at providing reponseto naturd disastersin our region. Wewould liketo call for early ratification
of thisagreement by ASEAN member countries.

Tome, Mr. Chairman, thisiswhere AIPO can play arole. AIPO can encouragetherelevant agencies
todomoreto dleviatethesuffereingsof thevictims.

Mr. Chairman, Fellow Delegates,

Moving onto devel opmentsoutsidetheregion, Brune Darussalamisvery concerned with thestuation
inthe Middle East. We condmemned all actsof terrot, violence and destruction. We call upon all
parties concerned to respect and implement the United Nations security resolutions, including the
ceasHfire.

Moving onto AIPO matters, | seethat our officialshave been working hard to realize our long-term
godsof turningA.l.POinto amoreeffectiveand closely integrated ingtitution. | believe our working
group has met twidethisyear and they have come up with constructive recommendation, which has
been presented to us heretoday.

| dso beilevethe Comittee on Lega Cooperation to combat uman trafficking in women and children
heldin Vietnam has a so conducted much important work. Thediscussion onthistopicismost timely,
ashuman trafficking hasbecome aserious problem and isaseriousviol ation of humanrights.

Brunel Carussalam view thisproblem serioudy and hasfurther enhanced itseffort to combat human
trafficking by bringing into forcde, legiidation which criminalisesany form of humantrafficking and

imposes heavy penaltiesupon offeders.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let me expressmy sincere congratul ationsto the President of AIPO for
hosting this 27" General Assembly and | wishyou al thebest.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



