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Excellency Mr. Jose de Veenecia, Jr., President of the AIPO,
Excellencies, Speakers and Presidents of the Parliaments
Honorable Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itisindeed an honor and privilegefor meto represent the Thai Parliament at thisaugust gathering, the
27" AIPO Genera Assembly.

|, onbehdf of the parliamentary del egation from the Kingdom of Thailand, wishto expressour warmest
gppreciationto Excellency Mr. Josede Venecia, J., Speaker of the PhilippinesHouse of Representatives
and President of theAI PO, for hosting our annual meeting and aso our Sinceregratitudeto the Philippines
National Group and people of the Philippinesfor their warmest wel come and generous hospitality.

Mr. President,
Dear Colleagues,

Firg of dl, let meconvey my gratefulnesstothe 39" ASEAN Minigteria Megting (AMM), hddin duly,
which showed usthat theASEAN issteadfast infostering greater regional integration together with
enhancing externa relationship with cross-regiond partners. | am certain that thework of the Eminent
Persons Group (EPG) onthe ASEAN Charter will streamline altogether ASEAN mechanism and
processto reach theaccomplishment of an ASEAN Community. Infact, | am pleased tolearn that the
EPG hasengaged AIPO intoits consultative and inclusive approach for strengthening of theASEAN
and itsingtitutional framework. Thisbold and visionary ideaimplied that theASEAN hasalready
revised it recognition towardsthe status of AIPO froman “NGO” in VientianeAction Programme
(VAP) of the 10"ASEAN Summitin 2005 to “apertinent stakeholdersinASEAN”.

Asyouall known that the AI1PO a so has successfully undertaken asignificant mission to transform
itself to bemoreredisticlegidativeingitution. Thisyesar, theFirst and Second Mestingsof theAIPO
Ad Hoc Committee on the Transformation of AIPO into aM ore Effective and Closely Integrated
Institution, including best endeavorsfrom the Meeting of Technica Working Group (TWG), brought
us about vital process for the way to consolidate cooperation and engagements among member
Parliamentsto providelegislative oversights of thefuture of ASEAN and for the stronger role of
legidativeinditutionintheregion of South EastAsa

With regard to the amendment of the AIPO Statutes which is one of the keys to achieve our
transformation, | am delighted that we arereaching thefinal state of the amendment at this General



Assembly. Thenew draft of theAl PO Statutes adj usted and restructured functionsand working process
within our organization to meet our new standard. Thisdraft will provide new guidelineand criteriaof
the Al PO Secretary Generd gppointment for 3 - year termin order to professionalizeits performance.
It also provides usto convene ameeting of the Executive Committee at |east 3 months prior to the
Generd Assembly, which, | believe, ismoreeffectiveness comparing to our previous practice.

Furthermore, | also believethat theinitiative of our friend from the Philippines, on anew additional
Chapter of theAl PO Statutesregarding the Partnership with Funding I nstitutionsand Donor Countries,
another pending matter of the Statutes aswell asthe change of the name of AI1PO shall be broadly
deliberated among our distinguished delegatesfor thefina conclusion of the Draft Resolution regarding
theamendment of AIPO Statutes, here, at this Genera Assembly.

Mr. President,
Dear Colleagues,

Weare, indeed, gpparently moving astep forward on the common legid ation among the Al PO member
nations. The Second AIPO Ad Hoc Committee M eeting approved suggestion from the TWG meeting
to launch out thefirst case, a Draft Resolution on Common Legidative I nitiatives on the Pandemic
Diseases. Meanwhile, it dso adopted aDraft Resol ution on Common Legidativel nitiativeson Improving
the Quality, Standard and Quantity of the Agriculture Product, aproductive proposal initiated by
Maaysa ForusThailand, wetruly support the recommendationsresulting from both Draft Resolutions
to submit totherelevant ASEAN Standing Committeesfor their futureimplementation.

Thus, | strongly convincethat thisGeneral Assembly isgoing to welcomethe matrix fromthe TWG
together with theformulation of theroadmap of thetransformation, which mandated assignificant task
of the AIPO Ad Hoc Committee as the prior tasks in the Work Program for the Second Year of
Operation of theAlPO Ad Hoc Committee on the Transformation of AlPO into amore effectiveand
closdly integrated ingtitution for the AIPO Fiscal Year 2007.

Mr. President,
Honorable Delegates,
Dear Colleagues,

Coming to my last point, theformal linkageswith theASEAN, the consultations between the AIPO
andtheASEAN from the First and the Second Ad Hoc Committee M eetingstogether withthe TWG
meeting showed usthat both the executive and the legid ative branchesarewilling to leverage their
cooperation and coordination to find common path and work together for theintegration of theregion.
Dia ogues and discussions made among our members of Parliaments and together withtheASEAN
representatives during the meetings bring about notably consequence. The Draft Resolution onthe
Guiddineregarding Regular Reciprocal Attendance of the Al PO President will reinforce our both the
executiveand thelegid ative partnershipsand formulateaforma direct interactionstowardsall gppropriate
channelsbetween the AIPO and theASEAN.

In conclusion, | therefore confident that the recommendations, proposals, and resolutionsfrom the
AIPO Ad Hoc Committee Meetingsincluding onefrom the TWG will be considered here, for the
further progressive implementation. Finally, | do wish that the 27" A1PO General Assembly will
contributewith al our effortsfor afruitful concretesteptotransformtheAlPOtoarediticlegidative
ingtitution working together with the ASEAN for the sake of peace, stability and prosperity progressin
theregion.

Thank you very much.



