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Speaker Jose de Venecia, our paramount leader and President of AIPO, leaders and Members
of Parliaments of Asia and of the world, His Excellency Ong Keng Yong, Secretary General of
ASEAN, distinguished guests, my friends:

Onceagainweextend our warmest welcometo al thegreat parliamentarians of Asiaand of theworld.
M aayong pag-abot sasughbo!

Yes, friends, weare holding the 27" AIPO Genera Assembly in thishistoric and resplendent city, and
no, you are not lost daydreaming in paradise. You arewide awake, pondering theroleweareto play
intheeconomic, palitica, and socio-cultura well-being of our collective peoples. Butinthemidst of all
thisseriouswork, pleasedo not forget that just outsidethishall, paradiseawaitsusin al cornersof this
hospitableisdland — Indeed, the entire Philippinesbeckonsyouto visititsvaried land and seascapes
scattered inits 7,107 idands. Theturquoisewarmwatersof the seaagainst white sandy beaches, the
succulent yield of the seaand theland, some of whichwewill sampleat lunch and dinner inthe course
of thisconference, and the maddeningly cheap but quality bargainsin the shopsand fleamarkets—
these things and much moreawait us. For thisisCebu, arare combination of leisurely living and
efficient, seriousbusiness.

Asl hail fromthisidand paradise, youwill allow meto say afew wordstointroduce her. Created on
10 March 1917, theprovince now has47 municipalities, sSix cities, and severd idets. Whereweare
now holding our conventionisthe heart of Cebu City, theprovincia capita, dubbed the Queen City of
the South. Theidand sareaof 5,000 sg. km. supports 3.4 million vibrant, fun-loving, industrious,
efficient, and hospitable people.

Cebuisauniqueblend of idyllicisolation and urban sophistication. Hereyou havewhite sandy beaches,
rich coral beds, breathtaking panoramas, mysterioushillsand mountains. A few minutesaway, youwill
enjoy thecomfortsandfacilitiesof industrial and urban living supported by modern housing and sports
and shopping conveniences. Businessmen and industrialists now prefer Cebu because of itsdeep
sheltered water port, aninternationa airport, excellent physical, legal, and financia infrastructureto
ensure profitsespecially inthe manufacturing, I T and tourism sectors. | hopeyou’ || have adequate
time later on to see for yourselves, but allow me now to invite you to take alook at the newest
investment attraction of Cebu— the South Road Properties or SRP, with atotal of 300 hectares of
prime property which can house manufacturing, commercid, tourism, I T and other serviceenterprises.
Thisproperty isnow openfor businessand yourstruly, and the distinguished Mayor of Cebu City,
Tomas Osmefia, will be morethan happy to assist you.



Honorable President, distinguished del egates, we aretoday meeting for the 27" time asagenera
assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization. Over theyears, AIPO hasbecomea
vibrant forum for discussing cooperationin variousfieldsin an atmosphere of brotherhood, equality,
and asinceredesireto uplift thewell-being of our people. We have graduated from amere socia
gathering to apotent forceinthe Region.

Whilewe have covered alot of ground for the past 27 years, the challengesfacing our countriesand
communities are becoming more complex and numerous we have to focus effort on issues that
immediately confront us.

ASEAN member countries mutually benefit from the valuable contribution of migrant workerstothe
economiesof the sending aswell asthe host countries. Thismakesurgent our cal for the adoption of
theASEAN Declaration on therights of migrant workers, inwhich weaffirm the VientianeAction
Programme’ scommon visionto achievea® caring and sharing community” by improvingthequality of
lifeof thepeopleof ASEAN and strengthening their cultura identity through the protection and promotion
of therightsof migrant workers. We must commit to strengthen the economic and social pillars of
ASEAN by promoting thefull potentia and dignity of migrant workersand their familiesin aclimate of
freedom, equity and stability.

The Philippine del egation would al so like to place emphasis on effortstowards a peopl e-centered
approachto counter terrorism, particularly inthe establishment of an A1PO Inter-faith Council in order
to adopt counter terrorism strategi es and measuresthat promote greater tolerance, understanding, and
conflict resolution, including inter-cultural dialogue, aswell asthose aimed at winning the heartsand
mindsof the peopleand their unequivocal condemnation of terror inal itsformsand manifestations.
While*hard approaches’” such asborder security, military deterrence, and othersare needed, timeand
experience have proven that these are not enough and aholistic and people-centered approach is
needed. Theheartsand mindsof peopleform aprimary battleground in thisglobal menacethat has
aready claimed tensof thousandsof lives, mostly innocent ones.

My friends, | am proud to inform you, that through the uniqueinitiative of our current President,
Speaker JosedeVenecia, a atimewhen such anideawastill not universally acceptable, the Philippines
sponsored thefirgt inter-faith dial oguein the United Nations, and soon after, forum after forum followed,
each carryingasimilar themeof countering the spread of radica and violent ideasfor resolving disputes
and fostering tolerance and understanding within and among diverse culturesand communities.

InMarch thisyear, the Philippines, in cooperation with Indonesia, Australia, and New Zealand, co-
chaired the Cebu Dialogue on Regional Inter-faith Conferencefor Peace, Devel opment and Human
Dignity whichissued a Cebu concord bearing the same name. Morethan 200 del egatesrepresenting
the Christian, Idamic, Buddhist, and other faiths converged in thiscity to show theworld how men of
peace and faith can provide an alternative sol ution to the problem of terrorism.

My friends, many more complex issuesconfront usinASEAN. The Philippine presidency of both the
27" AIPO and theASEAN leaders meeting thisyear, will befocusing on these and other economic
and cultural issuesto hasten therealization of acaring and sharing, safe and prosperousASEAN
community. Weareall awaiting the outcome of our leaders effort to craft an ASEAN charter that will
fortify our commonresolve. While parliamentarianswork as separate and even independent branches
of government in most of our countries, thereisno doubt that we must crossover party, departmental,
and even nationa affiliationswhenitisthevery livesof our peoplesthat areat stake.

| look with expectant anticipation to the days ahead of this General Assembly. | am confident that
when we harness our heads and heartsin unison to address our common problems, wewill not be
daunted by even themost stubborn of these challenges.

Thank you and | wishal of you apleasant stay in Cebu. Mabuhay ang A1PO! Mabuhi ang sugbo.
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