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Excellencies,

Samdech,

Honorable Leaders of AIPO Members, Special Observersand Observers delegations,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behaf of theNational Assembly of the Lao People sDemocratic Republic, | would liketo express
my sincere appreciation and congratul ations to His Excellency Jose De Venecia, Jr., President of
AIPO, President the PhilippinesHouse of Representativesfor thekind invitation extended tomeand
my del egation to attend this 27" A1PO General Assembly herein the beautiful City of Cebu. My
delegation and | extend our very sincere congratul ationsto the host for excellent arrangementsand
organization of thismeeting. We extend our thanksto the Philippines Congress and the peopl e of the
Philippinesfor thewarm hospitality extended tousonour arrival.

Mr President,

With general trend of peace and cooperation, our region and theworldisstill under threat of war,
terrorism, racism and religious conflicts. Oneof themost prominent problemsof the present iscross-
border terrorismin different formsand by different conflicting groups; they pose seriousthreat to
peace and well-being of theinnocent people. In solving this problem, no one country candoitin
isolation, it requiresjoint effortsand multilateral measuresto addresstheissuesbased ontheprinciple
of respecting each othersindependent and sovereignty and in consistence with the United Nations
Charter.

Intherecent years, ASEAN Countrieshave strived for trade liberalization and free trade with each
others; whileat the sametime, trying to attract moretrade and investment into theregion. All of thisis
to servefagter economic growthintheregionand toimproveliving conditionsof thepeople. Nevertheless,
countriesof theregion aretill at different levelsintermsof background, potential and readinessto
competeinthefreetrade system, particularly the new membersliketheLao PDR. Thesecountriesare
still in need of support and assistancein different areas from the older membersand the dialogue
partners, at the sametime, the new members should a so do their best to upgrade themsel ves so that
they can make the best use of opportunities offered by freetrade. AIPO should aim at creating a
harmonizedlegal systemintheeconomicfieldfor ASEAN Countries; thiswill beoneof thesignificant
stepstowardsamore effective and integrated A1 PO.



Avianflu, flood, drought, earthquake and tsunami occurrencein the recent years caused tremendous
lossand severeimpediment on economic devel opment of theregion. Itisnecessary to make surethat
preventive measuresand early warning systemisin placein order to mitigate and minimizeloss. Many
countriesstill lack of resources, technol ogy and experiencein handling such anaturd disasters. However,
all of theabovearecommon problemsfor al, it requires coordination and cooperation in addressing
them to make surethat they are being kept under control within aspecific scaleand in order to use
experiencefrom one placeto build preventive and handling measuresin other places.

Thisyear, Lao PDR hasal so experienced cases of avian flue but we could managethe situation very
well and therewasno case of transmission from animal to human and now the Situation hasreturned to
normdal. Inrecent years, our region hasenjoyed agenerousass stancefrom friendly countriesin handling
avian fluand emergency relief for tsunami victims. Taking thisoccasion, | would liketo expressmy
deep sympathy with the peopl e of Indonesiawho experienced lossin lifeand property dueto tsunami
attack thisyear. At thesame, | would aso liketo thank to those countrieswho extended to usahelping
hand.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Poverty reductionisapriority for Lao PDR and it isstill acommon focus of the region; employment
creationthat will further resultinincomefor aliving and thusdirectly contributeto poverty reductionis
essential. However, employment islinked with migration from placeswith lesseconomic activitiesto
placeswith moreeconomic activities, bothin country and abroad. Making surethat thereisaharmonious
legal systeminthefield of [abor migration between ASEAN countries should beamong main focusof
AIPO lega cooperation. Thisistoensuretha migration of labor islegd, safe, easy, chegp and trangparent
andto prevent abuse of migrant workers, especially women and children.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our Al PO hasgonethrough an evol ution processfor nearly three decades, in the past, the organization
has made significant contributionin strengthening solidarity and cooperation between parliamentsand
peoples of the member countries. A1PO hasgreatly contributed to peace and stability intheregion.
Neverthel ess, an organization that was created 30 years ago bareswith it some aspectsthat are not
relevant to present reality. Inthisregard, | would like to expressed my appreciation to the Ad-hoc
working group for progress madein studying issuesrelevant to making A1PO amoreeffectiveand
integrated organization, especially on the relations between AIPO and ASEAN and between
governmentsand parliaments of member countriesand, the re-naming of the organization.

The National Assembly of the Lao PDR supports the direction to make our Inter-Parliamentary
Organization an effectiveand integrated one. Revision of theexisting Satuteto makeit moreresponsive
to current situation and reality should be one of thefirst stepsto betaken, oncethisisdone, we shall
gart withtheir timely implementation to seeif al aspectscanwork accordingly.

Distinguished del egates,

Taking thisopportunity, | would liketo inform you on the new National Assembly of theLao PDR.
Electionsfor the Sixth National Assembly took place on 30 April 2006, the assembly isconsisted of
115 membersrepresenting different ethnic groupsand social strata, among them thereare29femae
memberswho cover 25% of thetotal number of members.
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Inimplementation of itsrole, the Nationa Assembly will focusonthreemain priority roles, namely
representative, legidative and oversight. To respond to the needsin management of the State and the
society inthenew conditions, weaim &t creating morenew lawsand revising old laws. Membersof the
National Assembly would have more interaction with their constituentsin order to learn about their
ideasand needs; to addresstheir problemsjointly with other concerned authorities. Weamat promoting
compliance with the congtitution and the laws of the country by the state authoritiesto make surethat
lawsare used in management of the tateand the society. Wewill aso monitor closdly theimplementation
of theNational Socio-Economic Development Plan and the state budget of each year.

Continuing theworks of theformer President of the National Assembly of theLao PDR, H.E. Mr
Samane Vignaket, myself and the L eadership of the Nationa Assembly will make our best to contribute
to the common cause of AlPO. | hopethat wewill continueto enjoy your kind support in our future
endeavor.

Once again, | would like to express my sincere thanksto the Philippines Congressfor thewarm
hospitality and excellent preparationsfor thismeeting.

| wishthisGeneral Assembly and al delegatesagreat successand happiness.

Thank You Very Much.



