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Honorable Jose de Veenecia, Jr., Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Philippines and
President of AIPO,

Your Royal Highness,

Honorable Speakers of Parliaments of AIPO Member Countries,

Honorable Special Observersand Dialogue Partners,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It ismy great honor and special privilege to attend the 27" General Assembly of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Organization (Al PO) inthebeautiful city of theAngels. On behaf of my delegationand
my own, | wish to extend my profound gratitude and warmest congratul ations to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines, in particul ar to the Honorable Jose de Venecia, Jr. for hosting this
very important meeting of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) and for thewarm
hospitality extendedtoal of us. | am very delighted to be present among the di stingui shed colleagues
from the parliamentsof our ASEAN region.

| am al so pleased and impressed by the remarks of Honorable Manny Villar, President of the Senate,
and HonorableNoli de Castro, Vice President of Republic of the Philippinesand theinsghtful Keynote
Addressof Her Excedlency GloriaMacapagd Arroyo, President of Republic of the Philippines. Despite
our achievementsand success, | believethat it isimportant for usto continueto work together asone
region with greater unity and solidarity in order to remain prosperous, equitable and acaring society.

However, in order to contributeto the distinguished General Assembly of AIPO, | wishtoraisethree
importantissues, which | consider our parliamentsshould be proactively thinking about and Srategically
exploring thepossihility of making ava uablecontributionintermsof innovativeand practica gpproaches.

1-ASEAN Integration

Wearenow intheageof globalization, which can beapowerful and dynamic forcefor strengthening
cooperation and accel erating growth and devel opment. However, globalization presentsnot only
opportunitiesbut alsorisksand challenges. 1t hasincreased the vulnerability of the developing andthe
|east-devel oped countries, which arein the process of being integrated into theworld economy. For
thisreason, to cope with thoserisksand challenges, we, inASEAN, have to make every possible
effort to ensurethat thewhole ASEAN ismarching forward on the same pace.



| am of aview that it isessential to set up strategiesand programsto eliminate or reduce substantially
thedisparitieswithin ASEAN countriesassoon aspossible. 1ndoing so, wewill beabletointegrate
theeconomiesof ASEAN asawhole, and to copewith the globalization phenomenon. AttheASEAN
level, we support theInitiativefor ASEAN Integration (1Al) to bridge the devel opment gaps between
newer and older ASEAN members.

2-Tourism

It wasapleasurerecently for the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodiato host theAlPO
Ad Hoc Committee Study M eeting on promoting and funding cultural and eco-tourismintheregion.
We haveaprecious heritagein Southeast Asia. Wearerichinhistory and cultural diversity. People
comefromall over theworld to experiencethispreciouslegacy.

Tourismisan excellent meansfor |ess-devel oped member countriesto generate local employment
opportunitiesand stimul ate economi c devel opment without destroying their environmenta endowments.
Cambodiatourism hasplayed acrucid rolein poverty reduction. Asother developing countries, we
should leverage tourism to promote sustai nable economic devel opment.

| am certainthat, with the support and cooperation of A1PO Member and Specia Observer delegation,
andtheASEAN Secretariat, wewill find waysand meansto promote cultural and eco-tourism. And,
indoing so, wewill foster devel opment throughout Southeast Asiaand advancetheintegrationinto the
regiona and globa economies.

3—Regional Security

We have gathered herein an atmosphere of hopefor enduring peace and stability in our region. Our
meetingwill beaddressng anumber of devel opmentsunfoldingintheworld that havecritica implications
for thelong-term security of our region and of theworld and for the economiesof our countriesandthe
well-being of our people. Wewill belooking at waysof mitigating theadverseimpact of these events
onthe peopleimmediately affected, our own people, the security and stability of our region, and the
prospects of peaceintheworld.

With those new challengesand threats, Al1PO isentering anew security era. Inthiscontext, what is
really being faced by its member countriestoday are no longer security matter which cover only
conventional security issues, but also aswell political, economic, and social security, at large. The
current thinking of security ismore complex and involves more actors aswe need to manage the
increasingly challenging transnationa nature of the security problemintheworldtoday. | believethat
wemust remainvigilant in our concerted effortsto confront the challenge of fighting terrorisminour
region. WWemust cooperate even moreamong our security-related agencies, especidly at the operationd
level. Peace, stability and prosperity of ASEAN arethe ultimate objectivesof Al1PO.

Mr. President
Honorable Heads of Delegations
Honorable Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Inmy conclusion, | wish every distinguished member of the 27" General Assembly of theASEAN
I nter-Parliamentary Organization thevery best and much successin the pursuit of peace, devel opment,

and prosperity.

Thank youfor your attention.



