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On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and the people of Thailand, | would liketo congratulatethe
House of Representativesof the Republic of the Philippinesfor hosting the 27" General Assembly of
theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) in Cebu City. | would also liketo extend my
best wishestoASEAN parliamentariansand al observersattending this General Assembly.

Today, the countriesof Southeast Asiaface complex challenges, many of which arenon-traditional in
nature, including trans-boundary i ssuesthat affect environment; the spread of disease; naturd calamities;
and social problemssuch ashuman trafficking and small arms. Without ASEAN, and the collaboration
and active exchangesand dial oguesamong us, and between ASEAN and itspartners, our region might
experience greater uncertaintiesand find it more difficult to addressthese important and pressing
issues.

AsASEAN approachesits4™ decade, it issteadily moving towardsgreater regiond integration through
realization of the common goal of anASEAN Community by 2020. To further thisgoal, ASEAN
L eaders have mandated the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) to consider anASEAN Charter, which
will be oneof the cornerstonesof an ASEAN Community. Oneof the aspectsto bediscussed will be
amoreholisticASEAN, onethat better expressesthevoice and aspirations of the people, civil society
aswell asparliaments. Thiswill enable ASEAN to remain avibrant forcein promoting theregion’'s
peace, stability and prosperity, aspart of adynamicAsia, intheyearsto come.

AIPO astheinter-parliamentary organization of ASEAN hasthe potential to act asacoordinating
framework between our administrative and legid ative branches. Indeed, | am glad that the EPG has
engaged AIPO ason of the* pertinent stakeholders’ initsconsultative and inclusivework towardsthe
strengthening of ASEAN anditsingtitutions. Inturn, | am gratified that AIPO haspositioned itsdlf for a
greater roleinlegidative mattersof ASEAN common concern. Through the comparative survey of
member countries’ national lawsonissuesof common concern, AIPO would support the process of
harmonization of lawsamong Member Countries. Such anincrementa gpproach to community building
isoneof theimportant contributionsof AlPO.

Indeed, formal linkages between AIPO and ASEAN havealready beeninitiated. Theleveraging of
their cooperation and coordination, including discussion of modalitiesfor reciprocal attendance, will
pavetheway for amore sustained relationship.

Asafounding member of ASEAN, Thailand iscommitted to cooperating and collaborating withfellow
ASEAN countriesin achieving concrete progresstowardsthe establishment of anASEAN Community.



AIPO'sinitiativesto transformitsorganization into amore effective and closely integrated ingtitution

will stand itin good stead to work more closaly withASEAN to reflect thevoice of the people, for the
sakeof regiond integration.

Thisannual A1PO General Assembly isagood opportunity for ASEAN Member Countries, Specia
Observer Countriesand Observer Countriesto sharelessonsand exchange experiences. | urgeall to
makethemost out of it. Onthisnote, | wish the 27" A1PO Generd Assembly successin meetingits

goalsand objectives. | am confident that your discussionswill help usmove closer toanASEAN
Community for thegreater benefit of al our peoples.



