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My war mest greetings to the distinguished del egates of the 27th General Assembly of the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Organisation.

2. Inthe past year, ASEAN hastaken bold stepsforward initsintegration effortsin al three
pillarsof theASEAN Community. We areaiming to accel erate thetimelinefor the compl etion of the
ASEAN Community from 2020 to 2015. The ASEAN Charter process a so seeks to transform
ASEAN'singtitutionsand chart itsfuture directions. These effortsare supported by our degpening and
broadening cooperation with dialogue partnersin key areas of the VientianeAction Programme, in
particular intradeand investment, managing transboundary challenges, capacity building and technica
assistance.

3. Goingforward, onekey task for ASEAN istofoster asense of common identity amongst our
peoples. Our peoplesmust becomemore aware of our shared challengesand destinies. Only then will
wetruly be onecommunity. So aswebuild up the network of linksamong ASEAN member countries,
we must also keep in mind the broader goal of community building at the people-to-peoplelevel.
ASEAN isnot just aclub of governments, but al so an organi sation that must be ableto communicate
that itisbringing about changefor theman inthestreet, and abetter futurefor our young. Thisisagreat
chdlengefor politica leaders, community leadersand parliamentariansasrepresentativesof thepeople.

4. AIPO can play ameaningful rolein community building. By reflecting our peopl€ saspirations,
AlPO isanimportant conduit to ASEAN’s|eadership, through your newly formalised link to the
ASEAN Sanding Committee. Each delegateto AlPO, asan el ected representative of your people,
can aso communicate ASEAN’svaluesof diversity, multiculturalism, and regional unity with your
constituentsat home and an understanding of the challengesfacing our region asawhole. Your efforts
areimportant in fostering astrong regiona identity inASEAN.

5. | hopethat youwill find thesereflectionsuseful inyour ddliberationswith your A1PO colleagues.
| wishdl delegatesafruitful and meaningful discussion at thismesting.



