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M essage

H.E. SENIOR GENERAL THAN SHWE
(Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar)

Honor able President of the AIPO,
Distinguished del egates,

Itismy pleasure and honour to extend, on behalf of the Government and the people of the Union of
Myanmar and on my own, my warmest greetingsand heartfelt congratulationsto H.E. Mr. Josede
VeneciaJr., President of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) and Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippinesand al distinguished delegateson the
occasion of the convening of 27" General Assembly of the AlPOin the Cebu City, the Philippines.

The successof the AIPO in the past year has been very impressive. The General Assembly of the
AIPO hasbeen animportant foruminfinding common ground on wide-rangingissuessuch aspoalitica,,
economic, socia, and organi zational mattersaswell asWomen'saffairsamong itsmembersaswell as
special observersand observers. The AIPO could a so deliberate on transforming itself into aore
effectiveand closaly integrated ingtitution. Intransforming theAIPO, | am surethat theAIPO will take
into consideration the progressof ASEAN integration towardsthe ASEAN Community by theyear
2020.

Itistimely that AIPO hastaken the significant step towardstransformation. Since 1977, A1PO has
proved to be avery progressive organization. | am confident that significant stepswill betakenin
amending the Statute of AIPO to bein linewith present day realitiesand taking into consideration
developmentsinASEAN.

| am a o heartened to notethat theinaugural consultation of the Chairman of the 39"ASEAN Standing
Committee and the President of the 27" A1PO hastaken place on 13 April 2006 in KualaLumpur. It
isavery significant step forward inimplementing theASEAN Security Community Plan of Action
adopted by ASEAN. | do hopethat such consultationswill be held regularly inthefuture.

Asmuch asAlPO hasbeen moving forward, my country hasbeen striving towardsdemocratizationin
accordancewith the Seven-step roadmap to democracy. After three sessions, we have achieved progress
at theNational Convention which hasbeen deliberating on the detailed basic principlesof the new
Constitution of Myanmar. We have been ableto reach consensus on the most delicate and sensitive
issueson sharing legid ative power between the Central Government and the Statesand Regionsinthe
Condtitution. Thefourth session of the Nationa Conventionwill resumebeforetheend of thisyear and
| am confident that wewill be ableto reach consensuson theremaining detailed basic principlesof the
Condtitution inthe near futureand moveforward to the next step in our roadmap to democracy. | wish



to reaffirm that the Government of Myanmar is committed to bring about not only the smooth
transformation to thedemocratic society but asotointegratefully into theASEAN Community.

| dowishthat theAlPO would progresstowards creating alegid ative environment conduciveto the
ASEAN Community based on ASEAN Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community and
ASEAN Socio-cultural Community. | alsowishtheAlPO all the successinitsendeavors.



