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M essage

HON. DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH HAJI AHMAD BADAWI
(Prime Minister of Malaysia)

Ontheoccasion of the 27" Generd Assembly of theASEAN I nter-Parliamentary Organi zation (Al PO),
alow meto convey my warmest regardsto H.E. President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo, President of the
Republic of the Philippinesand H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr., President of AIPO and Speaker, House of
Representativesof the Republic of the Philippines, andtodl Parliamentariansand distinguished del egates
attending thisAlPO Generd Assembly in Cebu Idand.

Itisimportant for usto remind ourselvesthat ASEAN isalmost 40 years old today and capable of
growing stronger. It isimportant to do this because we should never takefor granted the fact that
ASEAN has served the people of Southeast Asiawell. It haskept the peace between itsmembers,
enabling regional cooperation to flourish and contribute to the economic and socia wellbeing of the

people

As sovereign countries committed to regionalism in Southeast Asia, we have demonstrated our
determination to chart our own future when we adopted, in 2003, theASEAN Concord I1. That act
wasasolemn commitment to transform oursalvesfrom an Association into acommunity of nationsby
acertain datein thefuture. We have since decided to start work onwriting anASEAN Charter. We
have to moveto become atrue community because we cannot change our geography. We should
never alow our countriesto bedivided again asthey oncewere 40 yearsago. Wemust be steadfast in
keeping our solidarity and remain focused on achieving our common mission of fostering greater and
greater regiona integration.

Thus, after nearly four decadesof evolution, ASEAN isnow engagedinacrucid stageof itsdevel opment
of trangformingitsaf from being an Association Since 1967 into anintegrated and harmonious Community
by theyear 2020. Wein Malaysiaare preparing for that day. Thisyear 2006, we launched our 9th
National Development Plan for the next fiveyears, asthefirst of athree-part National Mission of
making Malaysiaafully devel oped nation by theyear 2020. ThisisMalaysia's contribution to the
strengthening of theregiona economic order.

Thereisoneadditiona reasonwhy ASEAN countriesmust integratemoreand integratequickly. ASEAN
has declared itswish to promote the growth of alarger community of East Asian countries, preferably
anchored onthe ASEAN plusThree process. East Asian economic integration can bethefirst line of
defense againgt regional economic crisessuch astheonewehadin 1997. It will also helptolock-in
greater predictability and trangparency with regard to the economic policiesof regional countries. We
must therefore strengthen further theASEAN plus Three cooperation processwhich pertinently began
in 1997. We should a so continueto build upon our success of convening the East AsaSummit which
wedid at theend of last year, 2005.



| dsowishto emphasizethat every sector of the society hasaroleto play inmoving ASEAN towards
anintegrated community. Astherepresentatives of the people, AIPO isencouragedto play itsrolein
generating ahigher level of awarenessof ASEAN among the peoplethrough their gregter invol vement.
Insincerely hopethat fellow parliamentarianswoul d al so take on the responsibilitiesto hel p tackle
among others, issues such aspoverty, unemployment and strengthening of thefamily ingtitution within
their society.

| am confident that the outcome of the deliberationsat the 27" AIPO will be constructive, fruitful and
contributefurther totheASEAN’sgoal of building theASEAN Community. | wishthe 27" AIPO
Genera Assembly asuccessful outcome, promoting political interaction and economic developmentin
theregion.

Thank you.



