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M essage

H.E.CHOUMMALY SAYASONE
(President of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic)

HisExcellency Mr. Jose de Veenecia, Jr., Speaker of the House of Representatives, Republic of the
Philippines and President of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization;

Excellencies, Honorable Delegates and Observers;

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and on my own behalf, |
would liketo extend my warmest greetingsand cordial congratulationto all del egates of member
parliaments, special observersand observersof AIPO attending the 27" General Assembly heldin
Cebu City, the Republic of the Philippines.

ASASEAN and AIPO’sinceptionin 1967 and 1977 respectively, the both bodies have gonethrough
variousstage of dynamic devel opment and recorded i mportant achievements, in spiteof difficultiesand
chalenges. AI1PO hasnow becomethesuccessful regiona parliament grouping, thuscontributingtothe
promotion of peace, stability, cooperation and development in South East Asaand theworld at large.

Since becoming afull-fledged member of ASEAN and AI PO, the government of Lao PDR and the
National Assembly of Laos have done its utmost to ensure the further to the ASEAN and AIPO
devel opment, asdemonstrated by the successful hosting of the 10" ASEAN Summit, the 38"AMM
andAIPO Mestingsin Vientiane.

The harmoniouscombination of nationa interestsand community interestswould be muchimportant to
theASEAN integrationinto the processof buildingtheASEAN Community. Especidly, intheeconomic
context of globdization and economic interdependence. Tothisend, ASEAN hasadopted thelnitiative
for ASEAN Integration (IAl), the VientianeAction Programme (VAP) and other Plansof Actionwhich
are currently underway and yield some preliminary results. One of our immediate priority isto
expeditioudy narrow the socio-economic devel opment gap withinASEAN and that between ASEAN
and other regions.

That iswhy, the strong support from ASEAN member parliaments are very much necessary and
needed in order to reach ultimate goal of building theASEAN Community in 2020.

Withthat, | firmly believethat the 27" General Assembly of AIPOwill provideagood opportunity for
attending parliamentariansto exchange views onimportant issuesfacing ASEAN and AIPO so asto
work out cooperative solutions, making over the agreementsand resolutions of ASEAN and A1PO
into atangible outcomeand trand ate plans of actioninto priority projectsin order to transformAIPO
into moreeffectiveand impetuousinthe processof ASEAN integration.

May | wish the 27" General Assembly of AIPO agreat successwith anew step in addressing new
challengeson theroad towardsan ASEAN-AIPO’sultimate goal.



