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It iswith great pleasure that | join the Leaders of ASEAN in conveying my message to the 27t
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) General Assembly, convened from 10 to 15
September 2006 in Cebu City, the Philippines.

Weareindeed delighted to witnessthat our peoplesliveinardatively peaceful and stable condition. A
peace and stability that isso much longed for by other peoplesin other regions. This, of course, does
not comea |l of asudden and without any effort. It hasbeen thefruit of hard work inbuilding confidence
and habit of cooperation among countriesin the South East AsiaRegion initiated and fostered by
ASEAN. Since long ago, ASEAN member countries resolved to put aside their differencesand
committed themsalvesto amutually beneficia cooperation. A cooperation that has crested apeaceful
and stable environment required for the economi c devel opment towardsthe prosperity of itspeoples.

Inthe attempt towards durabl e peace, stability, and shared prosperity intheregion, | am aso proudto
say that ASEAN issteadily working towardstheachievement of anASEAN Community resting onthe
threepillarsof an ASEAN Security Community, an ASEAN Economic Community, and anASEAN
Socio-cultura Community. Hence, we haveformulated the VientianeAction Programmeto serveasa
roadmap for our journey to becoming the envisioned ASEAN Community, within asix-year period,
beginningin2004.

AnASEAN Community will requireusto movefromapolitical regimeinto alegal regime. For this
purpose, ASEAN isnow intheprocessof developingan ASEAN Charter asitslega personadity. The
Charter will definethe goalsand objectives of ASEAN aswell asthe principlesthat serve asthe
bedrock of ASEAN cooperation.

Theroad ahead, however, isnot freefrom challengesand uncertainties. Among the challengesthat we
must addresstogether isterrorism. Terrorist attacks have shown the extent of the destructive power
terrorism couldinflict and, at the sametime, our vulnerability toit. We condemnin the strongest terms
any useof violenceagainst innocent peopleno matter for what purpose.

ASEAN did not stand still against thischallenge. 1t haseven gonebeyond itsownmargins. Thesigning
of the Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat I nternational TerrorismwithASEAN’sdialogue
partnersisseento further strengthen the existing capacity inwaging an even moreeffectivefight against
terrorism. | would also liketo welcometheinitiativeto establish theASEAN extradition treaty and
elaboratethe ASEAN Convention on Counter Terrorism. | believe these could further boost our
cooperation against terrorism.



We must also consider the ways and meansin which we can address terrorism to its root causes.
Employing hard power would only bedetrimental to theseefforts. | am therefore of the opinion that
Interfaith dialogueswould not only have morelong-lasting effect, but they would al so promote better
understanding between our peoples.

Another challenge confronting ASEAN isthe spreading of communicablediseases. A possibleinfluenza
pandemic aarmed theinternational community because of itscapacity tokill entire populationsandto
rapidly cross national borders. | am happy to learn that the AIPO Ad-Hoc Committee on the
Transformation of Al1PO into amore effective institution has addressed thisissue and agreed that it
becomesthefirst test casein AIPO common legidativeinitiativein order to effectively addressthis
thresat.

Furthermore, inthelast two years, we have been afflicted by the adverse effect of earthquakes, towering
tidal waves, and vol canic mountain eruptionsthat have caused amajor number of fatalitiesinthis
region. Severa naturd disastersthat occurred intheir wakemay further underscorethefact that disaster
management hasto beintegrated into mainstream issuein our cooperation. ASEAN hasresponded to
these challengesaccordingly by establishing an ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and
Emergency Responsewhich earmarks personnd and resourcesfor instant mobilizationin the event of
natural disasters. We, therefore, must endeavour to ensureitsimplementation by legidating it nationally.
Thisimmensetask will certainly requirethe A1PO member parliaments’ support and cooperation.

Inthiscontext, we could al concur to theideathat ASEAN integration processtowardsan ASEAN
Community should not merely fal under therespongbility of governmentsof ASEAN Member Courntries,
but dsoinvolveitsparliaments. AlPO could dignitsalf withtheASEAN integration processby promoting
theinitiative of harmonizing policies, regulation, and laws of ASEAN Member Countries. Each and
every parliament member of AlPO should therefore exert itspivotal legidativeroledomestically in
facilitating variousratification processes of theagreementsalready reached at theASEAN level. This
would be AIPO’smost val uabl e contribution towards the realization of the vision of anASEAN
Community.

Inview of theabove, ASEAN and A1PO shall better interact with each other so thework both sides
conducted would bein tandem rather than in cross purposes. In thiseffort, wewelcometheinaugura
consultation between the Chairman of the 38" ASEAN Standing Committee and the President of
AIPO, heldon 13April 2006 in KualaLumpur. Thisinitiativewould beindeed of grest benefit to our
effortsto better integrate ASEAN and Al PO.

Besidesthose challengesabove, complexity in other region persiststo exist. ASEAN shdll thereforebe
actively engaged in the peacemaking processin other parts of theworld. We could then share our
experiencewith othersin attaining the durabl e peace and security they long for.

Inthisvein, we, in Indonesia, keenly follow developments of the conflictinthe Middle East and are
against any disproportionate, indiscriminate and excessive use of force by Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories and L ebanon. Therecent successful adoption of the United Nations Security
Council resolution could hopefully provideawindow of opportunity for thereviva of the peace process.

With respect to theissue of Irag, we support the processof transitionin Iraqg, so that the peopleof Irag
canregaintheir right and sovereignty to manage and develop their country.



Intheface of the complexitiesand challenges posed by the global and regional situation, we must
continueto commit oursalvesto strengthening our cooperation. Wemust a so be persistent in exploring
new and promising opportunitiesfor our cooperation and contribution toward regiond and internationa
peace.

By doing so, wewill be ableto open up opportunitiesfor the achievement of our shared goals, which
isto bring about astable and secureregional environment inwhich our peopleswill prosper and attain
abetter standard of living. At the sametimewewill a so be contributing to the shaping of abetter world
of peace, socid justice and prosperity.

And may thisConference be exceedingly fruitful.



