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Your Excellency,
The President of the AIPO,
Honourable Delegates,

Onceagain, itiswith greeat pleasurethat | extend my best wishesto thehost country, aswell astodl the
delegates of the AIPO on the occasion of the 27th Annual General Assembly of theASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Organisation (Al1PO) heldin Cebu City, the Republic of the Philippines.

| wish to thank the House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippinesfor inviting Brunel
Darussal am to send adel egation and to participatein thisdistinguished gathering.

During your presidency thisyear, | notethat anumber of important Committee M eetings have been
held, including ameeting of theAIPO Ad Hoc Committee on thetransformation of AIPO into amore
effectiveand closely integrated institution, which aimsto lead to the establishment of anASEAN
Parliament.

Whileit may not be possibleto establish any such parliamentary body in the near future, theASEAN
community neverthel esshasacommon aim towardsfurther future harmonisation including that of
legidation onissuesof common concern.

The Committee on Lega Cooperation to Combat Human Trafficking in Women and Children hosted
by Vietnam hasa so conducted muchimportant work. The ddliberation onthistopicismost timely, as
human trafficking hasbecomeaserious problem andisaseriousviolation of humanrights.

Brunei Darussalam view thisproblem very seriously and hasfurther enhanced itseffortsto combat
humantrafficking by bringingintoforce, legidationwhich criminilisesany form of humantraffickingand
imposes heavy pendltiesupon offenders.

Itishoped that every ASEAN member country will enact lawsagainst human trafficking and that wein
ASEAN will continueto work together against these depl orabl e acts against humanity.

Finaly | wishthe 27th Generd Assembly of theAlPO every successinitsdeliberations.



