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Acceptance Speech

HON.YBDATUK LIM SI CHENG
(Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives
Parliament Malaysia)

H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr., President of Al PO and Speaker, House of Representatives, Republic
of the Philippines and President of AlPO,

Distinguished Heads of AIPO Delegations, Special Observersand Observer Delegations
Distinguished delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of our AIPO members, Special observersand Observer delegations, | would liketo take
this opportunity to express our warmest appreciation to H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr., President of
AIPO and Speaker, House of Representatives, Republic of the Philippinesin driving the 27
AIPO Genera Assembly to asuccessful conclusion.

| think also | might interject on behaf of al of us, our thanksand sincere gppreciationto HisExcellency
Hon. Josefina D. Azar con, Secretary General, al staffsof the Al PO Secretariat and to Cebu city for
their dynamic contribution to the success of thisimportant assembly.

With adeep awareness of theresponsibility conferred by your trust I, on behalf of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, HisExcellency Tan Sri Dato’ Seri DiRgjaRamli Ngah Talib, accept the
presidency of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO). | am humbled by thisgreat mandate
that isentrustedto Malaysia.

Distinguished delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen,

After thefounding fathers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations(ASEAN) from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and the Philippinessigned the Bali Concord | asthebasic framework of
cooperation among the countries, at theASEAN Summit in Bali 2003, the leaders of the now 10-
member grouping signed the Declaration of the Bali Concord I, which envisagestheredization of an
ASEAN Community by 2020. The signing of the Bali Concord |1 clearly states the unwavering
commitment of theASEAN member countriesin shaping aprosperous, secure and stableregion.
Leadersat theNinthASEAN Summitin Bali adopted the Declaration of ASEAN Concord 11 (Bali
Concord I1), which stipul ated the establishment of an ASEAN Community resting onthreepillars: an



ASEAN Security Community, an ASEAN Economic Community and an ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community.

Itismy fervent hopethat to beacommunity by 2020, theASEAN states should recognizeand address
the demandsof their peopleseither collectively or nationally. The action plans spelled out under the
three pillars should be executed pragmatically and continuously because without taking aconcrete
action the hope of buildingan ASEAN Community will remain ahope. Inour characteristic of astep-
by-step manner, | am certain that we would be ableto proceed onrealizingan ASEAN Community
with astrong people agenda.

WE...theregional parliamentarianshaveavery bigroleto play in our missionto createanASEAN
community.

Distinguished delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Beforel end the speech, alow meto take thisopportunity to thank and congratul ate all the del egates
because your presencetoday further reiterate A1PO’s aim to promote cooperation among member
countriessince 1977. Wemust work harder to ensure the relevance of thisorganization in promoting
peace, stability and prosperity intheregion.

Itismy pleasurein extending theinvitation to you all on behdf of the Malaysian Parliament to the 28"
AIPO General Assembly in Kuala Lumpur next year. In fact next year will be a special year for
Ma aysiabecausewewill be celebrating our nation’s50 yearsof Independence. Various celebrations
will be held throughout Maaysia, making 2007 one of the best timesto visit our country. It will bean
honour and privilegefor usto cdebrate our 50 yearsof nationhood with fellow ASEAN parliamentarians.
“ Jumpadi Maaysatahundepan... Terimakash’

Thank you.



