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AYEAR OF LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

My dear colleagues—

By your leave, the Honorable Jose de Venecia Jr., Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
Philippine Congressand outgoing A1PO President, hasleft to accompany Her Excellency, Philippine
President GloriaMacapagd Arroyo, to the Summit Mesting of theNon-Aligned Movement in Havana,
Cuba.

Asaconsequence, | haveinherited the honor of closing formally this27" General Assembly of the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (Al PO).

The sweet sorrow of parting

After several daysof deliberations, we have come once again to the sweet sorrow of parting—of
saying goodbyeto friendswho have become even more endeared to us by the shared fell owship of
thesepast fivedays.

Not only havewe cometo know each other moreintimately. Even moreimportant, we haveall come
toredlizethat—despite the cultural and socio-economic diversitiesof our countries—wedoshare  a
passiontolift up thelivesof our peoplesand to uniteour region into one caring and sharing community.
Over theyears, AIPO hasevolved into an effectiveforum for gaining more confidence and increased
mutua trust in each other.

Speakersfrom theASEAN member-states and from observer del egations have shared with usthe
waysthrough which their parliaments have brought benefitsto their countriesand peoples.

They have provided uswithinsghtsinto how we canface up to thedaunting challenges of gravethreats
suchasterrorism, regiona conflicts, economic competition, natural and man-madedisasters, pandemic
diseases—aswell associa problemssuch astraffickingin drugs, women and children, among others.
All theseleadershave likewise voiced their support of our program to transform A1PO into amore
dynamic, protective and practical conduit of progress between our member-states.



The achievements of the de Venecia Presidency

Every AIPO Presidency ends with solid achievements that encourage the next President to
heights of accomplishment.

Spesker Jose deVenecia, Jr. hasoutlined for ushow Al PO Year 2005-2006, has been abreakthrough
period—inthe sensethat thisyear has seen—for thefirst time—practical cooperation between AIPO
andtheASEAN leadershipinbringing thevision of aSoutheast Asian community to our countriesand

peoples.

Under hispresidency, AIPO and ASEAN haveingtitutionalized aregular yearly consultation meeting.

Andfor thefirst timein 27 years, the President of theASEAN Leaders Summit—and we' rehonored
to havethisyear nolessthan Philippine President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo—addressed thisAssembly
inavideo-taped message. In December thisyear, also herein Cebu, the new president of A1PO, will
get histurnto addresstheASEAN Leaders Summit.

Whichiswhy for thefirst time, too, AIPO and itsmother-organization, ASEAN, arenow marchingin
steptoward a*“ caring and sharing community”, whichisthisAssembly’sgrand theme.

During thisAssembly, the various committees agreed on landmark resol utionsthat impinge onthe
political, economic, and socio-cultural livesof our regionand our peoples.

Wehavea so reached organizationa and structural decisionsthat will enableAIPOtoriseto ahigher
level of inter-parliamentary cooperation.

Meanwhile our women-parliamentarians have a so joined forcesto cal upon our variousmembers of
governmentsand nationa societiesto improvethe conditions of women and empower themin socio-
economic devel opment effortsthroughout theASEAN region.

Theseareall reflected in the Joint communiqué, which wejust signed.

Allinal, therefore, wecan al congratul atethisAssembly of ourson the quantity—and quality—of the
work wedid over theselast fivedaysin thisgraciouscity.

Closing Message

Lastly, let me say how much of apleasure—and an honor—it has been for usto have hosted this 27
AIPO General Assembly.

We hopethat you go homewith new friends made—ol d acquai ntances renewed—experiencesworth
treasuring— and new insightstaken to heart.

Travelingtoany part of ASEAN isaninstant lessoninthelogic of regional unity—and anillusiration of
the strong foundations on which one Southeast Asiawould stand.

Asthetwo congressmen representing the City of Cebu, Organizing Committee Chairman Antonio
Cuenco and | take specia note of the kind and sal utary tribute you del egates have made onthelocal
arrangementsfor thisAssembly.



The Cebuano hospitality—and those of the entire Phili ppine del egation—has been sincerely extended,
and it comesfrom the heart.

Thereismoreof thishospitality tonight. We' re bringing the Caribbean to Cebu, and thefellowship
program showcases Cebu’ stop-flight beach resorts, which are among our top tourist attractionsand
destinations.

May | expressthe hopethat you would bring homewith you fond memoriesof our beautiful city and
provinceof Cebu, the Philippinesand the Filipino people—memoriesfond enough to makeyou come
back asfriendsand family.

Our Philippine Delegation looksforward to meeting every oneof youin Maaysianext year!

Until then, daghang salamat (thank you), mabuhay (long live!), and have asafe and pleasant trip home.
FORTHE TURNOVER

| now have the honor to turn over the Presidency of the 28" AIPO to the Parliament of Malaysia.

| have no doubt that, under Malaysia's leadership, AIPO will reach new heights and greater
accomplishmentsin 2006-2007.

May | now cal upon Honorable Datuk Lim S Cheng, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives
of Malaysia, toreceivetheAlPO gavel on behalf of the Malaysian Speaker.

Congratulationd!



