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INTRODUCTION

1

The 27" General Assembly of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) was
held on 10-15 September, 2006 in Cebu City, Philippines pursuant to the decision of the 26"
General Assembly of A1PO held on 18-23 September 2005, in Vientiane, Lao PDR, andin
accordancewith the Statutes of AIPO.

TheAssembly wasattended by del egationsfromeght (8) member countries namely: Cambodia
headed by H.E Samdech Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, Indonesia headed by H.E. H.R.Agung L aksono, Speaker of
the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia, L aos headed by H.E.
Thongsing Thammavong, President of the National Assembly of the Lao People's
Democr atic Republic, Malaysaheaded by Hon. Datuk Lim S Cheng, Deputy Speaker,
House of Representatives of Malaysia, the Philippinesheaded by Hon. Antonio V.
Cuenco, Chairman, 27" AIPO Or ganizing Committeeand the Committee of Foreign
Affairs, Houseof Representativesof the Republic of the Philippines, Singapor eheaded
by H.E. Abdullah Tar mugi, Speaker of theParliament, Republic of Sngapore, Thailand
headed by H.E. Suchon Chaleekure, President of the Senateand Acting President of
theThai Parliament and Vietnam headed by H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong, President of the
National Assembly; as well as two (2) special observer countries, namely: Brunei
Dar ussalam headed by Hon. YangAmat Mulia Pengiran I ndera M ahkota Pengiran
Anak (Dr.) Haji Kemaludin ibni Al-Mar hum Pengiran Bendahar a Pengiran Anak Haji
Mohd. Yassin, Speaker of theL egidative Council and Union of Myanmar headed by
H.E. Dr. Tun Shin, Deputy Attorney General.

Also present were del egations from parliaments of nine (9) observer countries, namely:
Australiaheaded by Hon. Peter Slipper, Canadaheaded by Hon. Joseph Day, People’'s
Republic of Chinaheaded by Hon. Wang Yingfan, European Par liament headed by
Hon. Hartmut Nassauer, Japan headed by Akio K oizumi, Republic of Koreaheaded
by Hon. Kim Young-Sun, New Zealand headed by Hon. Dr. Richard Worth, Papua
New Guinea headed by Hon. Bob Dadae, and Russian Feder ation headed by Hon.
BorisPlokhotnyuk.

Also present wereH.E. OngKeng Yong, Secretary General, ASEAN, and Hon. Manuel
M. Garcia, Mr.AlPO.

TheWomen Parliamentarians of AIPO (WAIPO) met on 10 September 2006 prior to the
Opening Ceremony of the 27" General Assembly.
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H.E. JosedeVenecia, J., Speaker of the House of Representatives, Republic of the Philippines,
in hiscapacity as President of AIPO presided over the 27" General Assembly.

OPENING CEREMONY

5.

H.E. Josede Venecia, Jr., President of A1PO and Speaker, House of Representatives, Republic
of the Philippineswel comed the del egates and gueststo the 27" A1PO General Assembly.

In hisopening statement, Speaker de Veneciahighlighted that inayear of breakthrough, the
ASEAN hasdecisively moved towardsacloser unionin responseto economic and security
imperatives and in this movement towards a regional community, the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Organization (A1PO) hasplayed acrucial roleinasmuch asonly AIPO could
providethe parliamentary and constituency support for ASEAN’svision of transforming the
ten (10) member statesinto one caring and sharing community. He stressed that A1PO has
been helping raise awareness of the ASEAN among the peoples of theregion throughits
interaction with civil society groupswithregard tothedraft ASEAN Charter, educating young
people in ASEAN civics, and initiating instruments for counter-terrorism and disaster
management. Hefurther stressed that asamember of AIPO, the Philippines has sought the
creation of an Interfaith Council in the United Nations system and has advanced adebt for
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) proposal. Inconclusion hemaintained that with all
thesevitd initiatives, theAlPO isincreasingly regarded asthe precursor of anASEAN Parliament.

A video keynoteaddresswasddivered by H.E. GloriaMacapaga-Arroyo, President, Republic
of the Philippines.

Her Excdllency GloriaM acgpagd -Arroyo wel comed everyoneto the Philippines, congratul ated
Speaker Jose de Veneciaand the Philippine House of Representativesfor organizing the 27
AIPO Genera Assembly; and conveyed her gratitudeto theASEAN friendsfor thesupportin
bringing ajust and lasting peace to Mindanao.

ThePresident emphasized ASEAN' scentrd roleof peaceand order, politica and socid stability
and economic growth in each respective countriesat atimewhen there arelingering doubts
about the ability of the WTO to manageglobal trade and the United Nationsto maintain peace
around theworld.

Shehighlighted the Philippines’ hosting of variousASEAN meetingsincludingthe 12" ASEAN
Summit in December 2006, with thetheme* One Caring and Sharing Community”. And that
for ayear, the Philippineswill lead ASEAN inthe pursuit of closer cooperationinASEAN
energy, security, counter-terrorism, thewelfare and protection of migrant workers, and the
formation of anASEAN Charter.

Sheurged A1PO member countriesto consider adopting national legid ation on energy and
security that would bein harmony with similar laws of other member countries. Shealso
proposed that AIPO agree on collective development on alarge scale of alternative and
indigenousenergy sourcethat areavailableintheregion.

Sheinformed the body that acomprehensive environmental blueprint for the Philippinesison
itsdevel oping processand she'scalingit “ Green Philippines.”



Shecaled onal ASEAN member countrieswhich have not yet acceded to the agreement on
information exchangein counter-terrorismto consider doing so, and for thosewho have adopted
it to expediteratification of the accord; likewise, the agreement on disaster management and
emergency responseand on Al PO’ scontributionto the processof draftingtheASEAN Charter.

Lastly, shewished that the 27" AIPO General Assembly discussionswould be guided by a
common interest in apeaceful and prosperous Southeast Asia.

H.E. Manuel B. Villar, J., President, Senate of the Republic of the Philippinesdelivered his
remarks.

He stated that Al PO has emerged asanimportant vehiclefor peace, unity and prosperity. He
highlighted that an ASEAN economic community can pavetheway for theeaser flow of inter-
regiona investments, and if it becomeseasy for aninvestor to put money, technol ogy and other
resourcesinany placeinASEAN under the context of regional economic liberalization, then
greater growth and expansion of theregion’seconomy can be achieved.

H.E. Noli deCastro, Vice-President, Republic of the Philippinesdelivered hisstatement.

He stressed that ASEAN has made great stridesin the establishment of several milestones:
The ASEAN freetrade area, the Vientiane action program, the Bali Accord 11, and other
agreement and declarations. And yet, much work still needsto bedonetorealizeitsgoal of
building apeopl e-centered community of caring societies.

Hedated that AIPOisgivinglifeto parliamentary diplomacy inamanner that truly benefitsthe
ASEAN community and can beakey mechanism for building friendship, mutual cooperation
aswell asregional peaceand prosperity.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

9.

A video statement was delivered by Hon. Dr. Alberto G Romulo, Secretary of ForeignAffairs,
Republic of the Philippinesand Chairman, ASEAN Standing Committee.

Inhisstatement he stressed that through regional economicintegration and broader multilateral
linkageswith trade partners, ASEAN hasthe collective strength to competewith therest of the
world.

He expressed enthusiasm that as Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee from July
2006 to July 2007 and host for the 12" ASEAN Summit in Cebu in December 2006, the
Philippines commitsto usher the region towardsoneASEAN community, and to highlight
people-centerednessin ASEAN, the Philippines has chosen the theme—* One Caring and
Sharing Community”.

Heexpressed hopethat withiinitiatives geared towards peopl e-centered approach for regiona
integration, closer understanding and cooperation among ASEAN member countrieswill be
achieved.



10.  TheGeneral Assembly welcomed and appreci ated the written messagesfrom the Heads of
State/Government of A1PO Member Countriesand Special Observer Countries.

a. HisMajesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Nor odom Sihamoni, King
of Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of the Republic of Indonesia
H.E. Choummaly Sayasone, President of the Lao People’'sDemocratic Republic
H.E.Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, PrimeMinister of Maaysia

H.E. SR. Nathan, President of the Republic of Singapore

H.E. Dr. Thaksin Shinnawatr a, PrimeMinister of the Kingdom of Thailand

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Minh Triet, President of the Socialist Republic of Vietham
HisMajesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam

H.E. Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opment
Council, Union of Myanmar

mST@ oo T

STATEMENTSOFHEADSOFDELEGATION

11.  TheHeadsof Delegations of Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunel Darussalam and Myanmar,
the Heads of Delegation from Australia, Canada, People’s Republic of China, European
Parliament, Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Papua New Guineaand the Russian
Federation delivered their respective stlatementsduring the First Plenary Session of theGenerd
Assembly. H.E. OngKeng Yong, Secretary Generd, ASEAN, and Prof. Dr. Prasop Ratanakorn,
Mr.AlPO, also delivered their statement.

Full text of their statementsare attached to thefinal report.

12.  DuringtheFirst Plenary Session, the General Assembly discussed and adopted the Program
of Activitiesfor delegatesand special observers, Agendafor 27" General Assembly, Topics
for Dialoguewith observer countriesand Committee Membership.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION

13.  TheGenerd Assembly unanimoudy adopted theresolutionson Political, Economic, Social,
Organi zational and WAIPO mattersaswell asthereportson Dialogue.

COMMITTEEMEETINGS

COMMITTEEONPOLITICAL MATTERS

A. Report by theM alaysian Delegation on the 39" ASEAN Ministerial M eeting
in July 2006, KualaL umpur, Malaysia

14.  TheAssembly welcomed thereport onthe 39" ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held on July
2006in Kuala, Lumpur, Maaysiasubmitted by the Maaysian Delegation.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

TheAssembly unanimoudy expressed sincere thanksand gpproved the comprehensive Report
prepared by the Maaysian Del egation.

B. Report by Thailand on the Results of the Regional Seminar for
Parliamentariansfrom South East Asaand theAsa-Pacific Region in Security
Section Reform in the National and Regional Contexts, 1-2 September 2006,
Phuket, Thailand

TheAssembly recognized thecrucia roleof parliament, asthekey link between the government
sector and the peopl e, in determining the mandate of the security servicesand in scrutinizing
their activitiesso that the aims of the security establishment aretransformed to makeit more
effectiveand efficient in accordancewith society’spriorities.

The Assembly expressed awareness of the new thinking on security and the need for a
comprehens ve gpproach to security, including human security to address specificinstances of
parliamentary challengesin South East Asiaand theAsia-Pacific Regions.

TheAssembly resolved to encourage parliamentsof ASEAN countries, and A1PO through the
joint effortsof the Political Committee and the Ad Hoc Committee on the Transformation of
AlIPOintoaClosdy Integrated I nstitution, aswell asthe parliamentary standing committees
ondefenseand foreign affairsin the national parliaments, to engagein broader and deeper
discussionsof the Phuket seminar resultsand devise parliamentary oversight of security sector
reformfor theRegion.

C. Human-Centered Approach to Counter Terrorism: The Role of Interfaith
Dialogue

TheAssembly recognized theimperative of ASEAN and theresponsibility of ASEAN and
AIPO member countries to contribute to the promotion of a culture of peace and atotal
rejection to the use of violencefor whatever reasons.

TheAssembly acknowledged theimportance of freedom for al individualsand peoplesto
hold, develop and preservetheir faithsand religionsin anationa and international atmosphere
of peace, human rights, tolerance, mutual understanding and respect.

TheAssembly resolved to call ontheleadersof ASEAN to promote Interfaith dialogue; to
encourageal AIPO and ASEAN member countriesto consider enacting lawsand measures
incorporating interfaith gudiesinthecurriculaat the post-dementary level; tocdl ondl ASEAN
member countriesto acknowledge and respect the differenceswithin and among thereligions
andfaiths, and to call on ASEAN mediato play aconstructiverolein promoting interfaith
didogue.

D. Cooperationin Fighting Cyberterrorism

The Assembly recognized the serious ramifications of an attack viacyberspaceto critical
infrastructureson the security of the people and the economic wellbeing of countriesinthe
region. TheAssembly resolved to enact and implement effectivelawson cyber crimesand
cyber security inlinewiththeir nationd interestsand by referring tordevant international entities,
recommendations and guidelinesfor the prevention, detection, reduction and mitigation of
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24,

25.

26.

27.

attacks. TheAssembly also resolved to collaborate and cooperate with international and
regiond agenciesfor cyber investigation, collection and sharing of cyber information and effective
management of resourcesfor mutually beneficia partnerships, and to prevent theexploitation
of technol ogy, communicationsand resourcesin furtherance of terrorist acts.

E. Regional M aritime Security and Anti-Piracy Cooper ation

TheAssembly expressed concern that piracy and armed robbery against shipsat seaand the
potential terrorist attacks on vulnerable sealanes continueto threaten the growth of theregion
and disrupt the stability of globa commerce.

TheAssembly expressad further concernwith themassiveincidentsof marineppollution, smuggling
and contraband of drugs, illegd fishing and trafficking in persons.

TheAssembly resolved to adopt astrict and effective implementation of relevant national,
regiona andinternationa laws, indruments, recommendeationsand guidelinesfor thesuppresson
of piracy and armed-robbery against shipsat seaand affirm the responsibility to prosecute
actsand foster bilateral and multilateral maritime cooperation among member countries.

F. MiddleEast Crisis: Lebanon and Palestine

TheAssembly expressed itsconcern over the deteriorating Situation and escal ation of violence
intheMiddleEast particularly in the Palestinian occupied territoriesand in Lebanon. Itaso
supportsthe cessation of hostilitiesbetween |srael and Hezbollah and urgesisrael towithdraw
all of itsforcesfrom Lebanon and toimmediately and unconditiondly released| L ebaneseand
Pal estinian detai nees particul arly the Speaker and Membersof Parliament, Cabinet Ministers.
It urgesall thepartiestoreleaseal present detainees.

TheAssembly also wel comesthe extension of mandate of the United NationsInterimforcein
Lebanoninorder to carry out itsmission under the UNSC Resolution 1701. It also urgesall
partiesto strictly respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of
Lebanon. It further urgesdl partiesto desist fromany action that could destabilizethe Situation
and to take immedi ate steps of resuming peace negotiations and restarting the peace process.

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS

28.

29.

G Achieving Energy Security iInASEAN

TheAssembly noted the continuing significance of Resol ution 26GA/2005/ECO/04 adopted
by the26™ AlPO Generd Assembly in September 2005in Vientiane, Lao PDRwhich collectively
caledfor an“ ASEAN Renewable Energy and Development” and reali zed theimportance of
energy security to ASEAN economic development amidst rising oil pricesand the adverse
effect of too much dependency in oil importation for energy requirements.

TheAssembly resolved to promote the production and utilization of renewable energy and
alternative energy suitablefor each country, create an environment conducive to greater
participation of the private sector, non-governmental organizationsand local communitiesin
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33.

the development of both traditional and renewabl e energy sources, promote cooperation and
sharing of relevant technology and best practicesand promoteeffectivelegal, regulatory and
technical frameworksthat will addressthe need for adequate, affordable and accessibleenergy
sourceswhile at the sametime preserving the delicate ecological baance.

H. Accderatingthelnitiativefor ASEAN Integration (IAl)

TheAssembly reeffirmed theimportance of theInitiativefor ASEAN Integration (1Al) for the
promotion of theintegration of new member statesinto theASEAN. To attain the common
god of anASEAN Economic Community, theAssembly stressed that it must enhanceinterna
cooperationthroughinitiativesliketheASEAN Free TradeArea(AFTA) and theASEAN
Investment Area(AlA) and the proposed ASEAN Charter, while, a thesametime, strengthen
cooperation with external partnerssuch asthe US and Europe, the Middle East and Russia,
Japan and K oreaand the phenomenal growth areasof Chinaand India.

TheAssembly resolved to accel erate further the pace of ASEAN integration through enhanced
trade, technology andinvestment linkages, complementaritiesof each country strengths, opening
up of moreeconomic sectors, removal of non-tariff barriers, reduction of costsof doing business
and provisonsfor grester regional connectivity.

l. Debt for the UN Millennium Development Goals (M DGs) to Fight Poverty

TheAssembly wasawarethat ASEAN countriesincurred massiveforeign debtsthat required
increasing taxesfor debt servicerather than economic and socia development. TheAssembly
recalled that the Millennium Devel opment Goa (M DG) adopted by the United Nationsduring
the Millennium Summitin September 2006 affirmed the commitment to reducing poverty and
theworst formsof human deprivation. TheAssembly isalarmed by the debt-burden of the
|east devel oped countriesthat underminetheir economic progress.

TheAssembly resolved to call upon developed countriesto provide more affordabl e debt
relief servicesto enableborrowing countriesto pay their debts, to encourage creditor countries,
multilatera ingtitutionsand largecommercia banksto reinvest in the economiesof the debtor-
countriesfifty (50) percent of the agreed-on portion of the debt-service paymentsduethemin
the form of equities or other kinds of financial assets towards MDG programs such as
reforestation, mass-housing, safewater systems, hospitals, infrastructure or micro-financing,
and to support thecreation of Internationa Conferencefor the Conversion/lnvessment of foreign
debt of poor countrieswhichwill create social, political and legal framework and mechanism
that shall serve asaplatform inwhich the debt servicing of the poorest 100 countriesshall be
converted to tangible values based on MDG and consequently that AIPO be apermanent
member of theinternationa conference.

J. Promoting Regional Centers of Growth (BIMP-EAGA, Mekong River
Development)

TheAssembly recognized the contributions of sub-regional arrangements, such astheMekong
River Devel opment and the Brunei IndonesiaMaaysia Philippines—East ASEAN Growth
Area(BIMP-EAGA) towardsreducing development gapswithintheASEAN region and the
strengthening of ASEAN integration. TheAssembly also recognized the main thrustsof these
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sub-regional initiatives, which areto accel erate the development of sub-regionswhich are
remote and |ess economically devel oped relativeto their national capitals (BIMP-EAGA),
and the promotion, through equal cooperation, of the economic, socio-cultural and ecological
activitiesof thepeopleintheriparian states (Mekong River Development).

The Assembly resolved to pursue the BIMP-EAGA Roadmap to Development and the
Agreement on the Cooperation for the Sustai nable Devel opment of the Mekong River Basin,
to support thevariouscollatera initiativesonthe Mekong River Development and consolidate
theactive support of the private sector inthe BIMP-EAGA, with government ascatal y<t.

K. Common L egidativelnitiativeson I mprovingtheQuality Sandard and Quantity
of Agricultural Products

TheAssembly redlized that mgority of AIPO member countriesarebasically agrarian societies
requiring the need for strengthening regiona cooperation to enhance the competitiveness of
AIPO agricultural products. TheAssembly likewiserecognized that in the common effort to
increase the production and quality of agriculture, ASEAN member countries need to foster
cooperation and sharing in the devel opment and adoption of new technol ogy; the adoption
and the harmonization of |legidationsto improvethequality standardsand yield of agricultural
products.

TheAssembly resolved to request the President of AIPO to submit hisresolution tothe Chairman
of theASEAN Standing Committeeto promote cooperation amongA SEAN member countries
inimproving qudity, Stlandardsand yield of theagricultura product, toiniti atethe devel opment
of ASEAN agreement for theimprovement of quality standardsand yield of the agricultura
product inASEAN and for AIPO member countriesto ratify the aforesaid agreement intheir
respectivenationa parliaments.

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MATTERS

38.

39.

L. AdoptingtheReport on the Al PO Meeting on L egal Cooper ation to Combat
Traffickingin Women and Minors

TheAssembly approved the Report on theA1PO Meeting on Legal Cooperation to Combat
TraffickinginWomen and Minorspresented by Hon. Mrs. Nguyen Thi Bach Mai of Vietnam.

Thereport provided acomprehensive discussion of the views of member countriesof the
problem, providing for the definition of termsrelated to trafficking, the different responses
thereto, and the call for effectivelegal frameworksto ensure compliance of laws against
trafficking. The report also presented how trafficking has affected Vietnam and their
recommendations on how to addressthe problem.

TheAssembly resolved to establish an A1PO Working Group consisting of representatives of
AIPO members, specia observersand other relevant parties, and promotethe effectiveness
of combating trafficking in personsthrough strengthening cooperation between AIPO and
ASEAN. TheAssembly advised AIPO members, Specid Observersand Observer Parliaments
toreview their legal frameworks, to advocate for their governmentsto accedeto the UN
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Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol against Traffickingin
Persons, to monitor theimplementation of lawsand regul ations and strengthen cooperation
amonglegidativebodiesa anationd level in promoting theeffectivenessof combeting trafficking
inpersons. TheAssembly alsoresolvedto call on UN agenciesand international organizations
to provide technical support and fundsto implement Al PO cooperation activitiesamong
legidativebodiesto combat trafficking in persons.

M.  Cooperationin Fighting Pandemic/I nfectious DiseasesL ikeAvian Fluand HIV/
AIDS

TheAssembly recognized the need for common |egid ativeinitiatives on the prevention and
control of pandemic diseasessuch asavianflu HIV/AIDS. Thiswasemphasizedinthedraft
resol ution on Common L egid ative I nitiativeson the Pandemic Diseasesasthe First Test Case
proposed during the meeting of theAIPOAd Hoc Committeeheldlast July 2006 in Indonesia.
Thus, theAssembly resolved to call for the AlPO President to submit the said draft resolution
to the Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee. Further, the Assembly urged member
countriesto monitor their nationa |egidationson common vital concernssuch asthe prevention
and control of pandemic diseasessuch asavian fluand HIV/AIDSwiththeaim of identifying
possibilitiesfor commonlegidativeinitiatives. TheAssembly encouraged the member Satesto
develop commonlegidativeinitiativeswith the objective of harmonization of AIPO legidation.

N. Disaster Management and Emer gency Response

The Assembly emphasized the need for commitment of theASEAN and the international
community on Disaster Management and Emergency Response, and resolved to urge active
and effective participationin theimplementation of the provisionsstipulated intheASEAN
Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response and to promote the need for
nationa preparednessof ASEAN countriesasavita factor in effectively participatingin disaster
management and emergency response programintheregiona and internationa level.

TheAssembly also urged all AIPO member countriesto prioritize the creation of astudy
committeeon thefeasibility of establishing aStandby ASEAN Disaster Relief Fund based on
humanitarian contributionfor rescue, relief and recondructionintheaftermath of natura caamities
befdling countriesof Southeast Asa

O. Environmental Protection: Planting OneBillion Trees

TheAssembly called on AIPO member countriesto strengthen their cooperationin promoting
and implementing environmental laws, agreements and treatiesamong member countries,
encourageall AIPO member countriesto continue formulating responsive and sustainable
environmenta programsand ensuring the effectiveimplementation of thesame. TheAssembly
further urged all AIPO member countriesto promote and encouragethe planting, maintaining
and monitoring survival ratesof onebilliontreesintheir countriesas part of their reforestation
program and to promote wildlife conservation as part of their reforestation program and to
promotewildlife conservation through strong and effectivelaw enforcement network in member
countries.



P. Migration-Social-Health M atters

The Assembly acknowledged that migration is not only a political matter or of security
consequence, but alsoinvolveslabor problems, illicit trafficking of narcotics, criminal matters,
domestic, workplace and other formsof violence and abuse, epidemic and emerging diseases,
popul ation explosion, subversion and terrorism, poverty, education and socio-economicrel ated
métters.

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

45.

46.

47.

Q. Secretariat Annual Report FY 2005-2006

TheAssembly approved theAnnual Report of theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization
for 2005-2006.

R. Secretariat Annual Financial Report FY 2005-2006
TheAssembly approved the audited financial report for financial year 2005-2006.

S. Secretariat Budget Proposal for the AIPA Secretariat for the Period 2006-
2007

TheAssembly approved the estimated expenditurefor the AIPO Secretariat for the Period
2006-2007.

Copiesof thereports mentioned are attached to thefinal report.

49,

T. Expression of Gratitudeto Brune Darussalam

TheAssembly expressed its appreciation to the government of Brunei Darussalam for its
donation of US$10,000.00to Al PO.

u. Report of theAd Hoc Committeeon the Transfor mation of AIPO intoaMore
Effectiveand Closely I ntegrated I nstitution

a. Resolution on Amendmentstothe Satutesof Al PO includingthechange
of nametoASEAN Inter-Par liamentary Assembly or Al PA (Amended
Satutesattached)

b. Resolution on the Guidelines for the Establishment of Regular

Reciprocal Attendance in AIPA General Assemblies and ASEAN
Summitsby AIPAand ASEAN Leaders

C. Resolution on the Guidelinesand Criteriafor theAppointment of the
Secretary General of AIPA

The Assembly, after discussing in detail the Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Transformation of AIPO into aMore Effectiveand Closaly Integrated Institution adopted the
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Resol ution approving the Report of theAd Hoc Committee and itsattached Resolutions. The
amendmentsto the of AIPO included the change of itsnameto AIPA, the appointment of a
permanent Secretary-General, provisionson partnership with ASEAN and the power of the
General Assembly to propose legislative initiatives on issues of common concern.
Correspondingly, the Assembly adopted the af orementioned resol utions.

V. Establishing M oreDialogue Partner Relationshipswith Other Countriesand
Organizations

TheAssembly redlizing Al1PO’ sneed to pursue more outward-looking strategiesto enhanceits
international standing, adopted the Resol ution which recommendsthe establishment, through
the Secretariat, of regular dialogueswith other countriesaswell asregiona and international
parliamentary organizations. TheAssembly also urged AIPO parliamentariansto join and
participateinthe Parliamentary Network on theWorld Bank.

W. Appreciation of the Work and Leadership of H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr.,
President of AIPO

The Assembly noted that the term of H.E. Jose de Venecia, Jr. asAIPO President would
expire at the conclusion of the 27"" AIPO General Assembly and adopted the Resolution
which expresseditsgratitudefor hisinvaluablework for the Organization and wished himall
thebest in hisfutureendeavors.

X. Appreciation of the Services of Hon. Josefina D. Azarcon, the outgoing
Secretary General of AIPO

TheAssembly redlized that theterm of Hon. JosefinaD. Azarcon asAl PO Secretary General
would end at the conclusion of the 271" A1 PO Genera Assembly and adopted the Resolution
expressing itsappreciation of her excellent services as Secretary General and wished her the
bestindl her undertakings.

Y. Celebration of the30"" Anniver sary of AIPO

The Assembly recommended to theAl1PO membersto initiate cel ebration activities at the
national level onthe occasion of the 30" anniversary of AlPO establishment in 2007, and to
commemoratethe event at the 28" Generd Assembly of AIPA in KuaaL umpur in 2007, and
adsotoawardindividua/inditution/or group of personswho have made outstanding contributions
toAIPOwork through selection by Executive Committee at the recommendation of respective
membersof AlPO.

COMMITTEE ONWAIPO

Z EnhancingWomen’sRoleand Accessto Values-Oriented Education

TheAssembly acknowledged that educationisabas ¢ human right and isapowerful mechanism
inthefight for women empowerment. It wasrecognized that illiteracy hasreached global
proportions, especially among women who comprise two-thirds of theworld'silliterate
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population. TheAssembly believed that astrong system of val ue-based education isurgently
needed. Hence, theAssembly resolved to urgeASEAN governmentsand parliamentsto build
asystem of education whichincul cates respect for women, to rai sethe consciousness of key
resource persons such asteachers and parents by enhancing their competence, to create a
socia order committed to gender equality, and to promote the devel opment and creation of
exchange programsfor val ue orientation education.

Z-1. Roleof Women Parliamentariansin theUseof MassM ediato Focuson | ssues
AffectingWomen and Children

TheAssembly recognized theimportance of massmediaand new technol ogiesof communication
aspowerful toolsof global communications network that have animpact on public policy,
privateattitudesand behavior, especidly for children and young adults, and hasthe potentia to
makeagreater contribution to the advancement of women. TheAssembly resolvedtocall on
all ASEAN member countries to enact and implement appropriate legislations against
pornography, gender stereotyping and the sensationalized projection of violenceagainst women
and childreninthemedia

Z-2. TheRoleof Women Parliamentariansin Achieving Millennium Development
Goals

TheAssembly recalled theadoption of theMillennium Devel opment Goal sin 2000 and stressed
that gender equality and women'sempowerment arerelevant to achieve said goalsby 2015.
TheAssambly agreed that women parliamentariansarein thebest position to advancewomen's
interestssincethey arethe oneswhowork directly with governmentsand thecivil society to
introduce and implement measuresto alleviate the plight of women all over theworld. Thus,
women parliamentariansasaunified group can influence and guide devel opment plannersin
their respective countriesto understand and resol ve theissues and problemsthat stand inthe
way of attaining the Millennium Development Goals. Finally, theAssembly resolved to urge
ASEAN governmentsand AIPO member parliamentsto support and fairly distributetheir
resourceswith women parliamentariansinintegrating gender considerationinal policy making
activities, to stimulate discussions, monitor progressand provide adequate legal framework
andfunding provisionsfor theattainment of theMillennium Development Godls.

Z-3. TheRoleof Women Political L eadersintheGlobalized Era

TheAssembly recognized that globalization has presented humankind with both opportunities
and challenges and emphasi zed that managing globalization to ensure amore equitable and
sustai nable path to national and regional devel opment isthetask of policy makers especialy
women | eaders, Ssncewomen arethe most affected and marginaized by the uneven distribution
of globdization gains. TheAssembly further discussed that women'’ sparticipation and influence
arefactorsin ensuring that the downside of globalizationisminimized, itsbenefits maximized
and the search continued for aternative modelsof globalization. It wasalsoreiterated that a
Study Committee be set up as suggested during the 24™ General Assembly to ensurewomen’s
equal accessto andfull participationin power situations. TheAssembly resolved to encourage
the ASEAN government and AIPO member parliaments to build a more coherent and
democratic architecturefor globa governance, to mobilize partnershipswithin and between
countriesto determinethe key concerns, to actively increase the participation of womenin
politicsfor aclearer view of theimpact of globdizationinwomen, andtoimplement thecreation
of aStudy Committee.



DIALOGUEWITH OBSERVER COUNTRIES

58.  TheAssembly established separate Al PO pane sto conduct dial ogueswith Observer Countries,
namely: Austraia, Canada, Peopl€e' sRepublic of China, European Parliament, Japan, Republic
of Korea, New Zealand, PapuaNew Guineaand the Russian Federation. Ingeneral, eight (8)
topicswerediscussed, namely:

Regiona Security Matters

Economic and Trade Cooperation

Investment Opportunities

Environmenta 1ssues

I nformation and Technology Cooperation

Strategiesto Creste Breakthroughsin the World Trade Organization (WTO) “Doha

Round”

o] Exchange of Parliamentary Visitsas Means of Strengthening Inter-Parliamentary
Diplomacy

h. Cooperationin Fighting Pandemic/Infectious DiseasesLikeAvian Flu, HIV/AIDS
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28" AlPO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

59.  TheAssembly accepted thekind offer of Malaysiato host the 28" AIPO General Assembly
whichwill beheld onthethird week of August, 2007.

APPRECIATION TOHOST COUNTRY

60.  ThevariousDelegationsattending theAssembly expressed their sincere appreciationto the
Government and Congress of the Philippinesaswell asthe Filipino people especialy those
from Cebu and Bohol for their warm hospitality and the excellent arrangements madefor the
27" AIPO Genera Assembly.

ASEAN SPIRIT

The 27" AlPO Generd Assembly washeld inthetraditionad ASEAN spirit of friendship, brotherhood,
cooperation and mutua understanding.



Done in Cebu City, Philippines, the Fourteenth of September, in the year

Two Thousand and Six (2006)
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