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1 Firdtly, let meexpressmy sincere appreciation to the President of AIPO for hiskindinvitation
for meandtheASEAN Secretariat to attend and addressthe 27th General Assembly of theASEAN
I nter-Parliamentary Organization. | would liketo congratul atethe Philippinesfor itseffortsin organizing
thisimportant event in thisbeautiful resort city of Cebu.

2. Next year AIPO will observeits 30th year of establishment. Over thethree decadesof its
existence, Al1PO hasgrown to beaviable organization and animportant partner in supportingASEAN'’s
regiond initiatives. Inmany ways, Al1PO’sdevel opment hasrun parald withy that of ASEAN, and the
contributionsof ASEAN Parliamentarianstowardsregiond integration effortshave he ped shapeASEAN
into acohesiveregiond entity whichisheld asan exampleworldwide.

3. ASEAN isundergoing transformation to enabl eit to better addressthe challenges of the new
millennium. Our Leadershave articulated in theASEAN Vision 2020, their hopefor anASEAN
Community, based onthefoundationsof peaceand security; anintegrated nglemarket and acommunity
of caring societies.

4. TheVientianeAction Programme (VAP) providesablueprint for the period 2004-2010 to
reaizetheASEAN Community, through thethree pillarsof theASEAN Security Community (ASC),
theASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and theASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC). In
the VAP are programme measures which when implemented will provide the framework and the
foundation for astrong ASEAN Community.

AdvancingtheASEAN community

5. | am pleased toinform AIPO that progresstowardstheimplementation of the VAP programme
measuresfor theASC, AEC and theASCC hasbeen very encouraging. I n the context of theASC, al
ASEAN Assistance Treaty which will provideafirm basisfor addressing transnational crimeissuesat
theregional levdl.

6. Wherethe AEC isconcerned, ASEAN islooking beyond just creating acommon economic
gpace among itsMember Countries. Building on thegainsof thew ASEAN Free TradeArea, weare
now intheprocessof negatiating variousformsof freetradeand investiment arrangementswithASEAN's
key trading partners namely, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, India, Australiaand New Zealand.
Based ontheprogressthusfar weare confident that free trade agreementswould bein place by 2015.



7. In building acommunity of caring soci eties as envisaged under theASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community, severd agreementsandjoint declarationshave been signed onissuesranging from protection
of women, children, theelderly and migrant workersto emerging infectiousdiseasessuch asHIV and
AIDS and avian influenza. These agreements and declarations have paved the way for closer
collaboration at theregional level among governments, NGOs and CSOsin addressing the socio-
cultural concerns. Theconvening of the Civil Society Conferenceinthesidelinesof the 11thASEAN
Summitin KuaaL umpur in December 2005 and thenext such Conferencein the Philippinesin December
2006 areimportant stepsin engaging thecivil society inASEAN’SCOMMUNITY BUILDING
EFFORTS.

M eeting the Challenges- Thinking Regional Acting National

8. Whilewe are not disappointed with the progress made so far, we also redlize that thereis il
much that needsto bedonetofully redlizethevision of anASEAN Community. Animportant challenge
for usat thispint istheimplementation of agreementsand treati esthat have been agreed upon at the
regiond level. In many cases, theseregiona instrumentsrequireratification by nationd legidaturesas
well asamendmentsto existing national legislationsto reflect regional interests. In addressing this
challenge, theroleof ASEAN Parliamentariansisvital. We need to mainstream thework of ASEAN in
the agendaof our respective national legisaturesto ensurethat regional and national prioritiesare
harmonized for the benefit of all.

9. Yet another challengeisnarrowing the devel opment gap that existsbetween ASEAN member
Countries. Theinitiativefor ASEAN Integration (I1Al) hasbeen put in place asamechanism through
which the more advanced and devel oped ASEAN Member Countriescan assist in building capacity
and strengthening ingtitutionsin the new and less devel oped ASEAN Member Countries, namely,
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Viet Nam. In undertaking activitiesunder thelAl, the concerned
Member Countries seek funding through their national budgetary process. AS national budgetsare
approved by their respective nationa legidatures, parliamentarianscan play acritica roleinsupporting
thesefunding requests.

10.  Atthesub-regiona level anumber of initiatives have been put in place such astheIMT-GT,
BIMP-EAGA, GMS and ACMECS. Although these initiatives lie outside the formal ASEAN
cooperation framework and are driven by other developmental organizations (e.g. ADB) and the
private sector, their successhasimpact on regiona integration effortstowardsan ASEAN Community.
| hope AlPO could also look at theseinitiatives and identify areaswhereit can further assist and
facilitatethe devel opment of these sub-regional entities.

Conclusion- FortuneFavor sA Prepared Mind

11.  Theeminent scientist LouisPasteur onceremarked that “ Fortune FavorsaPrepared Mind”.
For thevision of anASEAN Community to effectively take hold and bearedity, it must be socialized
intothemindsand heartsof al ASEAN citizens. Itisamonumental task, but | believethat if wetake
one step at atimewe may be ableto reach our common goal . AIPO isan organization of ‘ people’s
representatives’ and thereforeanimportant conduit for bringing ASEAN to the people. Aswecdlebrate
the 40th anniversary of ASEAN’s establishment the advancing ASEAN’ Svision “asaconcert of
Southeast Asan nations, outward looking, livingin peace, stability and prosperity, bonded together in
partnership in dynamic development and in acommunity of caring societies.”

| wishthe 27th General Assembly of AIPO every success. Thank you.
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