=\

AIPO

ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION
27™H GENERAL ASSEMBLY

10 - 15 SEPTEMBER 2006 A CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES

PRESENTATION ON

THE REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OFTHEAD-HOC COMMITTEEONTHE
TRANSFORMATION OFAIPOINTOAMORE EFFECTIVEAND CLOSELY
INTEGRATED INSTITUTION

BY
HON.dr.H.ABDUL GAFUR

Honourable Mr. Jose de Venecia, Jr,

Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Philippines, President of AIPO
Distinguished Delegations

L adiesand Gentlemen,

Itisindeed agreat honour and adistinct privilegefor me, asthe Chairman of theAd Hoc Committee
ontheTransformation of AIPO into aMore Effectiveand Closaly Integrated Ingtitution, to takethis
opportunity to present thereport of the outcomes of its meetings.

Asmandated by the 26" A1PO General Assembly in Vientiane, Laos, September 2006, the AlPO
Ad-Hoc Committee undertook fundamenta tasksto devel op atransformation processof AlPO toward
ensuring its effectiveness and relevance. Such transformationisindeed aprerequisitefor AIPO to
better perform as an organization that could address opportunitiesand challengesin linewith the
dynamicinthe South-east Asian Region, particularly toward the attaining theASEAN Community.

Pursuant to thismandate, the Ad-Hoc Committee has met twice on March 2006 in Bali and on July
2006 in Jakarta. In between these meetings, Technical Working Group meeting was also convened to
undertake specific tasks mandated by the Committee.

Excellencies,
Ladiesand Gentlemen,

Before presenting thereport, allow mefirst to provideyouwith historical background of alongjourney
totheideaof transforming Al PO:

Atthe3“Generd Assembly heldin Jakarta, 26 yearsago, the Philippines del egation had proposed the
strategic ideaof the establishment of ASEAN Parliament. Sincethen, thisproposal had becomethe
topic under discussion of AlPO General Assemblies.

The 4" General Assembly in 1982 in Kuala L umpur had recognized that the Establishment of an
ASEAN Parliament wasalong term objective and required athorough studly.



The 9" General Assembly in Kuala L umpur in 1988 accepted to discussthe idea of establishing
ASEAN Parliament with aview to bring the nationsof ASEAN closer together.

Tofollow up, the 13" General Assembly in 1991, in Jakarta, entrusted Thai AIPO Nationa Group to
conduct an in—depth study of the meritsand demeritsof anASEAN Parliament.

The 14" General Assembly in KualaLumpur in 1993 noted the report submitted by the Thai A1PO
National Group and realized that the establishment of an ASEAN Parliament in the model of the
European Parliament isnot viable proportion at that time.

The 22 General Assembly in 2001 in Bangkok has proposed to undertake astudy on thefeasibility
of establishingan ASEAN Parliament. Thefeasi bility Study had conducted by an A1PO delegation at
the European Parliament in Brussel sand Strasbourg March 2002.

The 24" General Assembly in 2003 in Jakartanoted the Philippines' report and realized that ASEAN
isnot ready for itsconsideration at that point of time. In addition, it resolved to |eave the matter to
individual member Parliamentsto further study the matter and report to the 25" General Assembly .

At the 25" Generd Assembly in 2004 in Phnom Penh, Cambodiaresolved to set up astudy Committee
with aclear mandate to explorethe possibility of establishingan ASEAN Parliament.

In this context, the 25" A1PO General Assembly in 2004 marked the new start for bridging the
revitdization of thisidea. Themeetingsof thisstudy committeein Chiang May and Bangkok respectively,
have determined the roadmap to establish theASEAN Parliament asthelong term goal and therefore
resolved to proceed with thetransformation in advance.

Inthisregard to proceed with thetransformation process, the 26" General Assembly inVientiane, Lao
PDR had mandated the establishment of theAd-Hoc Committee on thetransformation of AIPOintoa
MoreEffectiveand Closdly Integrated I ndtitution and mandated Indonesiaasthehost of itstwo meetings.

L et metherefore present the outcomes of the Ad-Hoc Committee before the distingui shed del egates
and observersof the 27" General Assembly.

If weareto ensurethat Al PO could befunctioned more effective and asaclosely integrated ingtitution,
theonly option availableisto amend the 1977 Al1PO Statute. For that purpose, someessential elements
to beamended asfollows:

Fir &, to strengthen the organizationa structural of AIPO cons sting of General Assembly, Presidency,
the Executive Committee, Committeesand Secretariat asstated intheArticleb.

Second, to strengthen thefunction of the General Assembly asenvisionedinthearticle6and 7.

Third, toempower the AlPO President to among others, attend ASEAN Summitsand providethe
authority totakeinitiative of convening the Executive Committee meetingsupon request by themembers
Parliaments of A1PO to discussurgent matters. (article 8, chapter 9 article 3)

Fourth, the Secretary General should be permanent and appointed by the General Assembly for a
threeyearsterm onrotational basisin a phabetical order (article 13). The Secretary General should
resideat the country wherethe AIPO Secretariat islocated.



Fifth, to establish national secretariat or designate arepresentative by respective members of the
AIPO (article14)

Sixth, Indonesiaconsidersthe need to change the name of AIPO in order to adequately reflect the
transformed AlPO. Inthisregard, Indonesiaproposesto changethe name of AIPO intoAIPA (inthe
preamble), whilethe Philippinesproposesto changeitinto ASEAN Parliamentary Council and some
other proposesto keepit asis. Sincethereisno consensus on thisissue, the committee agreed to
forward thismatter to the General Assembly for itsdecision.

Excellencies,
Ladiesand Gentlemen,

TheAd-hoc Committee meetingsal so deliberated and approved thefollowing draft resol utionsto be
considered and adopted by the General Assembly.

Fir s, Resolution onthe Common L egidative I nitiatives on the Pandemic Diseases asthefirst test case
and Draft Resolution on Common L egid ativel nitiativeson Improving the Quaity, Standard and Quantity
of theAgriculture Product.

Second, the Guidelinesfor aRegular Reciproca Attendancein AIPO General Assembliesand ASEAN
Summitsby AIPO and ASEAN L eadersand itsdraft resolution.

Third, draft resolution on the Guidelinesand criteriaof the appointment of the Secretary Genera of
AIPO. Intheamended Statute, the Secretary General will be elected by the General Assembly. Inthis
context, theAd-Hoc Committee prepared adraft resol ution to recommend to the General Assembly
to empower and giveamandateto theincoming Al PO President from Mal aysiato appoint aSecretary
Genera withinthreemonthsafter the adoption of the amended Statute. The Secretary Generd should
fulfill somerequirements such ashigh qualification and experiencesin parliamentary diplomacy aswell
asexcdlent adminigrativeskill.

Excellencies,
Ladiesand Gentlemen,

Thoseare someimportant outcomesthat theAd-Hoc Committee have submitted tothe Al PO Secretariat
for further discussion and adoption by the 27" General Assembly.

Itishoped that the General Assembly could task therel ated committeesto discussand adopt the drafts
resolutions. Most important thing i sthe discussion on the amendment of AIPO Statute. If thiscan be
discussed and adopted as well as signed by each Head of Delegation, it will become part of the
AIPO’sfundamental turning point. This, Mr. President, reminded al of uson ahistoric moment that
happened 26 years ago in Jakarta. The head delegation of the Philippinescamewith anideaon a
possibility to establishan ASEAN Parliament and today | am delighted to bring the message of theAd
Hoc Committeeonthetransformation of theAlPO into amoreeffectiveand closdly integrated indtitution
from Jekarta. Themessage ddlivered herein the beautiful city of Cebu, the Philippines, providesasolid
roadmap toward apossi bility of establishingan ASEAN Parliament. Based on thisroadmap, oneday,
probably inthe next 20 to 30 yearsfrom now, our ideaand dream to establish an ASEAN Parliament
will cometrue.

Withthisreport, Mr. President, | declarethetask and mission of theAIPO Ad-Hoc Committeeonthe
Transformation of AIPO into aMore Effectiveand I ntegrated I nstitution isaccomplished.

Thank you.



