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Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

| am honored to addressthisgathering of distinguished legidatorsfromthe ASEAN community. The
outcomeof thisimportant meeting will certainly provide significant inputsin the course of the Philip-
pines ASEAN Chairmanship.

| thank the Honorable Speaker and AI PO President Jose de Veneciafor hisuntiring effortsin making
thisassembly asuccess.

Infour decades, ASEAN has made great stridesand surpassed many challenges.

A child of the Cold War and an offspring of abipolar world, ASEAN’sinfant eyeswerewitnesstoa
bloody proxy right next door -- between superpowersand competing ideol ogies.

Ideological divideshavelong sincedissipated. Nationswhere battleswere oncefought are now united
with therest of ASEAN. Outside powersthat once sought dominance, are now ASEAN’sfirm part-
ners.

Today, ASEAN servesasamodel of how people of diverse backgroundsand cultures have come
together for thefulfillment of common aspirations.

Through concerted efforts, the A ssociation was abl e to enact groundbreaking plans of action, agree-
ments and declarations, such asthe Treaty of Amity and Cooperation, ASEAN Free TradeAreaor
AFTA, theVientianeAction Program (VAP) and the ASEAN Vision 2020. We have managed to
moveforward despite our limitationsand differences. We have given way to consensusand remained
unitedinour diversity.

Regional integration and community-building has alwaysbeen part of ASEAN policy sinceitsincep-
tion. The 1967 Bangkok Declaration |ater reinforced by the Bali Concord | and 1 and theASEAN
Vision 2020, envisioned a Southeast Asian community of nations, encompassing al countriesinthe



region. Thisdreamwasfinally realized in 1999, when Cambodiawas accepted asthe tenth Member
Country of ASEAN.

My dear colleaguesintheASEAN community, wefind oursalvestoday, at theforefront of achanging
global economiclandscape.

Spurred by globdization and open markets, theAsiaPacific region has becomethe engine of growth of
theworld economy, led by Chinaand India.

Withavast market of 2.3 billion peopleand the advantage of lower labor costs, Chinaand Indiahave,
sofar, cornered mgority of the Foreign Director Investments (FDI) inAsia. Despitethischallenge,
ASEAN hasthe potential to compete head on with our dynamic neighborsintermsof investment
opportunities.

With atotal combined population of 50 million, living inan areaof 4.5 million squarekilometers, and
with acombined gross domestic product (GDP) of US$876 billion, ASEAN possessesthe capability
to contend with the other tiger economiesin theregion.

Through regional economicintegration and broader multilateral linkageswith our trade partners, we
havethe collective strength to competewith therest of theworld.

Theopportunity for greater prosperity istherefor usto seize.

Wemus strivetowardsgreater regiona cooperation and integration becausethat will bekey to achieving
our shared aspirations. We should all do our part tofulfill thisvision and we can begin by crafting and
implementing policiesaligned with our collectiveagenda

Today presentsanother opportunity for the Philippinesto reaffirmitsunwavering resolveto doitsshare
for genuinecommunity-building.

AsChairman of theASEAN Standing Committee (A SC) from July 2006 to July 2007 and host of the
12thASEAN Summit in Cebu in December, we commit oursel vesto usher the region towards one
ASEAN Community.

To highlight people-centerednessin ASEAN, the Philippines has chosen thetheme- “ One Caring and
Sharing Community” for itsChairmanship.

| wishtoinformthisaugust assembly that the Philippineswill pushfor thefollowinginitiativesduringits
charmanship:

. Strengthen regional security with theadoption of the Convention and Declaration on
Counter-terrorism

. Protection of basicrights, particularly those of migrant workersthrough aDeclaration
ontheRightsand Protection of Migrant Workers

. Addressing the critical need for energy security cooperation with the holding of an
Energy Summit to addressour concern over rising oil prices

. Protection and promotion of biodiversity and sustainable devel opment through the

ASEAN Centrefor Biodiversity (ACB) located in LosBafios, Laguna



. Work on the Declaration on the Framework of the ASEAN Charter to support the
effortsof theASEAN Eminent Persons Group (EPG), whichistasked by theASEAN
Leadersto provideinputsto the Framework for theASEAN Charter. With aCharter
inplace, ASEAN can movetowardsbecoming arules-based organization.

All theseinitiatives are geared towards our common aim of apeople-centered approach for regional
integration. We hop that through theseinitiatives, we can giveafresh impetustowardsacl oser under-
standing and cooperation among theASEAN Member countriesand our Dialogue Partnersaswe
work hand-in hand to achievethevision of atrue community.

Inclosing, | would liketo reiteratethecall for closer cooperation among theASEAN member coun-
triesand our Dialogue Partners aswe move towardsregional integration and genuine community-
building.

United, we can and will moveforward.

Thank you and good day.



