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BREAKTHROUGH INAIPOAND ITSCRUCIAL ROLEINASEAN'SMOVEMENT
TOWARD COMMUNITY
Friendsand colleagues—

WE convene with both AIPO, the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization, and its mother-
organization, ASEAN, at the beginning of an epoch-making transformation.

ASEAN ismoving decisively toward itslong-time dream of unifying thewhole of Southeast Asia
politicaly, economicaly, and culturdly.

AndinASEAN’smovement toward community, AIPOwill haveacrucial role—becauseonly AIPO
can providethe parliamentary and constituency support for ASEAN’svision of transforming our 10
statesinto one caring and sharing community.

Both security and economic compulsionsaredriving theASEAN statestoward closer union.

Big powers, internationd terrorists, andideol ogica extremiststhreastentoturn our regioninto astrategic
playingfield for their variousgeopolitical goals.

Whilein East Asia—and in theworld—ASEAN facesincreasingly tough competition for trade and
invesment.

[1.AIPO’SCRUCIAL ROLEINUNIFYING SOUTHEAST ASIA
SouTHEAST ASIA’ S UNIFICATION, therefore, hasbecome not just anideal but animperative.

Andthereisnoway that an ASEAN community can be built without itswoul d-be architectsengaging
theenthusiasmof ordinary Southeast Asian peoples.

Thelessons of the European Union teach usthat elitetechnocr atic arrangements—made over the
heads of ordinary people—havelimited popular appedl.



ASEAN'speopleswill embraceASEAN only if they seeit asabeneficid influenceonther daily lives.
ASEAN’speopleswill keeptheASEAN visoninther heartsonly if they feel thevisionistheir own.

And who can communicate thisvision of community to everyday Southeast Asians better than their
own parliamentary representatives?

Because A SEAN' sarchitects—the Sanding Committee of Foreign Ministersand theLeaders Summit
of Heads of Government—realizethis, wewere ablethisyear to strengthen qualitatively the synergy
between AIPO and ASEAN.

The first formal AIPO-ASEAN consultations in 27 years

Last June—for thefirst timein AIPO’s27 years—AIPO and ASEAN consulted formally onregional
afairs.

Ontheinvitation of the Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee, |—as President of this27™
Assembly—met with Maaysia sForeign Minister Syed Hamid Albar, together with senior officialsof
ASEAN and of the Ma aysian foreign ministry, on how Al1PO can help bring ASEAN closer to our
peopl es—the peoples of Southeast Asia.

Theagreementsthat Minister Albar and | reached were subsequently ratified by theASEAN Standing
Committee.

| am happy to transmit these undertakingsto you for your consideration.

OnAIPO’sbehdf, | suggested—and Minister Albar agreed—that ASEAN and Al PO should consult
regularly.

Hence, not only would the President of A1PO and the Chairman of theASEAN Standing Committee
meet regularly from now on.

TheASEAN Leaderswould also receivethe AIPO President at their yearly Summit—at abriefing he
would givethem onAIPO’sactivities.

Inturn, AIPOwouldinvitethe Summit Chairman to addressitsyearly Assembly.

And sincethe Philippinesiscoincidentally Chairman of thisyear’ SASEAN Summit, President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo has graciously agreed to start off this new erain AIPO-ASEAN relations by
addressing our 27" Assembly, and recelve AlPO’ srepresentativesin October or November before
the Cebu Summit.

[11.HOW AIPO CAN HELPRAISE AWARENESS
OFASEANAMONG THE PEOPLESOF THE REGION

MinisTER ALBAR AND | AGREED that the electoral constituencies represented by A1PO’s member-
Parliaments makethe best conduitsfor propagating awarenessof ASEAN throughout the region.



Through face-to-faceencountersaswell asthrough party chaptersand through themassmedia, AIPO
lawmakerscaninitiate discussonsonASEAN among their constituencies.

Already ASEAN isseeking inputsfrom Southeast Asian civil-society groupingsfor thedraft of an
ASEAN Charter. Thewriting of thisdocument—uwhichisbeing advised by an Eminent Persons Group—
should beagood occasion for bringing ASEAN’ s programsbefore our constituents.

Regionaly and nationdly, AIPO membersshould spesk out infavor of anASEAN Charter that expresses
the sentimentsof ordinary Southeast Asians—that reflectsfaithfully their needs, their wantsand their
hopes.

Socializing our young people in ASEAN civics

| also suggested to Minister Albar that our national education systemswould bethemost natural way
of socializing particularly our young peoplein ASEAN civics.

And thiscould be accomplished by our ensuring that basic curriculumsin every member-stateinclude
the history, culture, geography, and economicsof al theASEAN nations—emphasizing theties of
blood, cultureand history that distinguish the Southeast Asian peoples.

IV.OTHERAGREEMENTSBETWEENAIPOANDASEAN
THE ASEAN STANDING coMMITTEE accepted several other projectsthat | brought up on AIPO’s behalf.

| proposed that ASEAN invitethe six powersof the Shanghai Cooperation Organization to accedeto
theASEAN agreement on counter-terrorism. You will recall that weinitiated thefirst Philippine-
Indonesia-Ma aysaanti-terrorist codition amonth after 9/11, 2001, later joined by Thailand, Cambodia,
Brune, Austrdiaand others.

Cooperation between ASEAN and the* Shanghai Six” could stem the movement of extremistsfrom
Central Asiatoward Southeast Asia—and giveASEAN counter-terrorist agencies early warning of
terrorist plotsfrom the heartlands of jihad.

On AIPO’s behalf, | also proposed the creation of a Standby ASEAN Disaster Relief Fund for
rescue, relief, and reconstruction in the aftermath of the natural calamitiesthat all too often befall
regionsof SoutheastAsa

SuchaFund may bebuilt up frominternationa humanitarian contributionsand specific allocationsfrom
the national budgets of the participating countries. And the Fund could be managed by aregional
ingtitution such astheAsian Development Bank.

Philippine proposals to ASEAN

| a sotook the opportunity to seek ASEAN’sendorsement of two Philippine proposalsto theglobal
community.

Thefirst seeksthe creation of an Interfaith Council inthe United Nations system that woul d coordinate
theinterfaith dialoguesthe UN has approved and started to organi ze.



The second proposal isfor alarge-scal e debt-for-equity program that woul d enable the 100 poorest
countries—in agreement with creditor-statesand lending institutions—to divert apercentage of their
debt-service paymentsinto nationd anti-poverty programsunder the UN’sMillennium Development
Goalsto reduce poverty by 50 percent by the year 2015.

Our debt-for-equity program hasalready been endorsed by Secretary-Genera Kofi Annan and by the
G-77 Countries(now 132) and China

| am happy to report to you that only yesterday morning at the 4™ Assembly of the I nternational

Conferenceof Asan Palitical Parties(ICAPP), wherel sit as Chairman of the Standing Committee, 90
political parties(maority and minority) from Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, Central Asa, WestAsia
and Oceaniaapproved unanimoudy our proposal, whichweearlier discussed at A1PO.

Most recently, the Pakistan, Russian, and Belgian governments al so endorsed our debt-for-equity
proposal. If finally approved by the creditor-countriesand lending ingtitutions, it will benefit not just
ASEAN but many heavily indebted countriesinAsa, Africaand Latin Americaaswell, without debtors
taking recourseto debt repudiation or debt moratorium.

V.AIPO’'STRANSFORMATIONINTOANASEAN PARLIAMENT

LAasrtLy, | ALso BRIEFED MINISTERALBAR On the progress of AIPO’sown effortsto prepareitself for its
regiond legidativerole.

WeinAlIPO have alwaysregarded our organization asthe precursor of what would bean ASEAN
Parliamentary Council or anASEAN Parliamentary Union—thebeginningsof anASEAN Parliament.

And already we have behind us aquarter-century of learning experiencein the habits of regional
cooperation.

Not only havewe grown friendships, devel oped mutua understanding, and forged our solidarity here
iNAIPO.

These past years have a so shown usthe practical value of fraternal contactsbuilt up during AIPO
gatherings.

For instance, these friendshi ps enabled President Arroyo and myself to persuade Chinaand Vietnam
tojointhePhilippinesinatrilateral exploration (through our national oil corporations) of the South
ChinaSea.

Thishistoric agreement providesthe beginnings of asettlement inthe South China Seathat could avert
apotential confrontation over conflicting clamstothearea.

Itisour hopethat we can eventualy discussthe other contested areaswith our brothersfromMaaysia
andBrunel.

| hope our seismic agreement al so offersamodel for setting asidesimilarly contesting claimsbetween
Japan and Chinain the East China Sea, and between Japan and South Koreain the Seaof Japan (or
what the Koreansrefer to asthe East Asia Sea).



IV.COMMUNITY ISTHE WAVE OF OUR FUTURE

L ookING FORWARD TO THE NEXT 15-20 YEARS, Asia and the Pacific still seem the regions with the
greatest risk of mgjor armed conflict.

Andtheonly real solution—theonly lasting solution—to thesetensionsisto embed all our countries
inanetwork of economic, palitical and security rel ationships—in anAs a-Pacific community of consent.

Community, then, seemsthewave of thefuture—not only for ASEAN but also for thewhole of East
AsaandtheAsaPacific.

And, indeed, theinstruments of an East Asian—and alarger Asia-Pacific—community are already
being laid—inthe East Asian Economic Grouping (or EAEG) andinAPEC, theAsiaPacific Economic
Cooperation forum.

The EAEG would encompasstheA SEAN-10 plus China, Japan and Korea.

The21-member APEC would span al thestatesof the Pecific Basn—inAsiaandinthetwoAmerican
continents.

Itwill bethehistorictask of our rising generation of political, economic, and cultural |eadersto make
theseregionad ingtitutionswork.

Butitisour burden—and our glory—to lay thefoundations on which these communal structuresare
to beerected, so that we can then turn without distraction to thework of delivering our peopleat last
fromtheir bondageto poverty, ignoranceandill-health.

Ayear of breakthrough for AIPO

In sum, thisyear has been ayear of breakthrough for AIPO.

Our repeated callsfor an eventual ASEAN Parliament—supported by thorough feasibility studies—
have generated aconsensusto rebuild and strengthen AIPO; and our Indonesian brothers, together
with your representativesin the relevant committees have done magnificent work in thisregard.

Now ASEAN’shighest leadersarereaching out to AIPO for active consul tationsand assi stance.
From Malaysia sMinister Albar, we have now transmitted our A1 PO proposal sto the new Standing
Committee Chairman, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo, and to President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo,
thenew Chair of theASEAN Leaders Summit—whichisscheduled to meet herein Cebu City inearly
December.

All thesetrendsand eventssignify AIPO’sevolution.

Afull generation after itshopeful beginnings, Al PO hasbecome dynamic and activigt. | have no doubt

itwill soonbecomeafull partner of theASEAN leadership—and thenucleusof an eventua Parliament
of one Southeast Asia



