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THE ROLE OFAIPO INBUILDINGA CARING
AND SHARING COMMUNITY IN THEASEAN REGION

SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA,

PRES DENT OF THE ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION,
DISTINGUISHED PARLIAMENTARIANSFROM THE ASEAN REGION,
MEMBERSOF THE AIPO,

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

LET ME BEGIN BY WELCOMING ALL OF YOU TO THE PHILIPPINES AND
CONGRATULATING SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA AND THE PHILIPPINE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVESORGANIZING THISEVENT.

| AM ALSO TAKING THISOPPORTUNITY TOTHANK OUR FRIENDSIN ASEAN ONCE
AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN BRINGING A JUST AND LASTING PEACE TO
MINDANAO.

ATATIMEWHEN THEREARE LINGERING DOUBTSABOUT THEABILITY OF THEW-T-
O TO MANAGE GLOBAL TRADE, AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO RESTORE PEACE
AND ORDERAROUND THEWORLD - THE ROLE OF ASEAN BECOMESEVEN MORE
CENTRAL TO PEACE AND ORDER, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STABILITY, AND A
GROWING ECONOMY IN EACH OF OUR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES.

FORONEYEAR, THEPHILIPPINESWILL LEADASEAN INACHEVINGITSGOALSAND
OBJECTIVESOF COMMUNITY BUILDING WEWILL HOST VARIOUSASEAN MEETINGS
INCLUDING THE 12™ ASEAN SUMMIT IN DECEMBER 2006.

THE PHILIPPINES HAS CHOSEN THE THEME “ONE CARING AND SHARING
COMMUNITY” FORTHE 12"ASEAN SUMMIT. THETHEME DEFINESTHE IDEALSOF
A REGIONAL COMMUNITY THAT THE PHILIPPINESHOPESTO BECOME THE NORM
IN ASEAN. OURVISION ISFORASEAN TO GROW ASA COMMUNITY THAT VALUES
THE COMMON GOOD OF THE REGION, ONETHAT TRULY CARESFORTHEWELFARE
OF ITSPEOPLEAND ITSENVIRONMENT, AND ONE THAT SELFLESSLY SHARESITS
RESOURCESFOR THEBENEFIT OFALL.



UNDERTHAT TIME, WEWILL PUSH FOR CLOSER COOPERATION INASEAN ENERGY,
SECURITY, COUNTER-TERRORISM, THEWELFAREAND PROTECTION OF MIGRANT
WORKERS,AND THE FORMATION OFAN ASEAN CHARTER.

AIPO' SIMPORTANCE TOTHEASEAN HASNEVERBEEN ASVALUABLEASIT ISTODAY.
ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIESWILL NEED AL THE SUPPORT OF THEIR PARLIAMENTS
IN RATIFYING REGIONALAGREEMENTSAND IN LEGISLATING NATIONAL LAWSTHAT
WILL HELP REALIZE OUR GOAL OF BUILDING A CARING AND SHARING ASEAN
COMMUNITY.

ON ENERGY AND SECURITY, AIPOMEMBERSCAN CONSIDERADOPTING NATIONAL
LEGISLATION THAT WOULD BE IN HARMONY WITH SIMILAR LAWS OF OTHER
MEMBER COUNTRIESTO EASETHE EFFECTSON OUR PEOPLEAND OUR ECONOMIES
OF OIL PRICESTHAT REMAIN OUT OF CONTROL.

| PROPOSE THAT AIPOAGREE ON COLLECTIVEDEVELOPMENT ONA LARGE SCALE
OFALTERNATIVEAND INDIGENOUS ENERGY SOURCES THAT AREAVAILABLEIN
THE REGION. OIL PRICES, FOR INSTANCE, HAVE NOW MADE IT PROFITABLE TO
CONVERT CANE SUGAR TO ETHANOL. ANOTHER PROMISING ALTERNATIVE
ENERGY SOURCE ISDEISEL OIL FROM COCONUTS, WHICH BOTH INDONESIAAND
THEPHILIPPINESPLANT IN LARGE QUANTITIES. THE PHILIPPINES,AND | AM SURE,
THE OTHER NATIONS IN THE REGION, HAVE ALSO BEGUN TO INVEST IN WIND
FARMSAND IN RURAL-SOLAR ENERGY PROJECTS. | ALSO PROPOSE COLLECTIVE
EFFORTSTOADDRESSTHE PROBLEM OF OIL RATIONING ENERGY CONSERVATION,
ACTIVATINGA REGIONAL STOCKPILE,AND SO ON.

I AM IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL
BLUEPRINT FOR OUR NATION THAT WILL GUIDE USFOR YEARSTO COME. | AM
CALLINGIT“GREEN PHILIPINES’ AND ITWILL ENCOMPASSEVERY FACET OF OUR
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS FROM CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY TO CLEAN AIR,
REFORESTATION, EXPANSION OF NATIONAL PARKS AND PROTECTION OF OUR
PRISTINE BEACHESAND REEFS.

ON COUNTER-TERORISM, | URGEAL ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIESWHO HAVENOT
YETACCEEDED TOTHEAGREEMENT ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE ON COUNTER-
TERRORISM TO CONSIDER DOING SO,AND FORTHOSEWHOHAVEADOPTED ITTO
EXPEDITE RATIFICATION OF THEACCORD.

| URGEAIPO MEMBER LEGISLATORSTO CALL UPON MEMBER COUNTRIES THAT
HAVE YET TO RATIFY THE AGREEMENT ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE. THISAGREEMENT ASSUMESA PARTICULARURGENCY IN
VIEW OF THEMANY DISASTERSTHAT VISITED OURREGION DURING THELAST TWO
YEARS.

FINALLY, | BELIEVETHAT ONE IMPORTANT AREA WHEREAIPO COULD CONTRIBUTE
POSITIVELY TOASEAN ISIN ITSPROCESSOF DRAFTING THEASEAN CHARTER. THE
ASEAN CHARTERWILL ENSHRINE THE PRINCIPLESAND VALUESTO BIND MEMBER
COUNTRIESAND MAKEASEAN A RULES-BASED REGIONAL ORGANIZATION WITH
A JUDICIAL PERSONALITY.



| AM SURETHAT MANY OF YOU WOULD LIKETO SEETHE FORMATION OFANASEAN
PARLIAMENT TO STRENGTHEN OUR REGION’ SEFFORTSTOWARDSDEEPENINGITS
INTEGRATION AND COMMUNITY BUILDING EFFORTS.

ITISMY HOPEAND PRAY ER THAT YOUR DISCUSSION DURING THIS27™ GENERAL
ASSEMBLY WILL BE GUIDED BY OUR COMMON INTEREST TO HELP MAKE THE
SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS PLACE, AND TO
TRANSFORM THISDIVERSE REGION INTOA CARINGAND SHARING COMMUNITY.



