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Address

H.E.NOLI DE CASTRO
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The Honorable Members of AlPO,
President Fidel Ramos,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

| would liketo thank theASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization for inviting meto the 27" Genera
Assembly of ASEAN Parliamentarians, and more particularly, to the President of AIPO for 2005 to
2006, our very own Speaker of the House— Speaker Jose* Joe” de Venecia. And we are a so honored
to havewith us Senator Manny Villar, The Senate President.

Although | am hereasyour gues, itisaso my pleasureto act asoneof your hostsand extend my warm
welcometo all of you to our country and to the City of Cebu.

| hopethat you will have enough timein between sessionsto discover the many aspectsof Filipino
culturein Cebu. Cebuislikewiserichin history —asthe placein the Philippineswherethe Portuguese
navigator Ferdinand Magd lanfirst landed in 1521 and asathriving center of commerceand tradeeven
before western powers cameto theseislands.

Asall of you probably know, in December thisyear, Cebu will also be hosting the 12" ASEAN
Summit. And | guess, itisbut fitting to recognizethe effortsof thelocal leaderswhowill make surethat
your stay in Cebu now and inthefuturewill betruly memorableand comfortable. Thus, let metakethis
opportunity to acknowledgetheeffortsof the Governor of the Province of Cebu—Governor Gwndolyn
Garcia; and the Mayor of the City of Cebu—Mayor Tommy Osmefia, and therest of thelocal chief
executivesof the other cities.

AIPO and ASEAN’sVision

The27" Generd Assembly comesat an auspicioustime asthe Philippinesassumesthe Chairmanship
of theASEAN Standing Committeefor the period July 2006 to July 2007.

Our Chairmanshipwill behighlighted by the hosting of the 12" ASEAN Summit (which as| mentioned,
will beheld herein Cebu) in December. Thethemefor thisyear’s summit—One Caring and Sharing
Community —capturesour country’ saspiration for genuinecommunity-building intheASEAN region.



Thirty-nineyearsago, thefounding fathers of theASEAN had asimilar dream. They envisioned a
community of nationsencompassing dl thecountriesintheregion. Atfirst, nobody gavetheassociation
afighting chanceto survive. After dl, it started asal oosdaly-knit politica grouping whosemembershad
their own misunderstandings.

But look at what we have achieved in lessthan half acentury.

Today, theASEAN hasten member countries, bound together in multi-dimensiond tieswhereideol ogica
differencesnolonger matter. We are now reaping thefruitsof thelaborsof our founding fathers.

AstheASEAN entersitsfourth decade of existence, it must reinvent itsalf to bemorere evant to our
modern society.

ASEAN hasmade great stridesin the establishment of several milestones: TheASEAN freetrade
area, the Vientiane action plan, theBali Concord 11, and other agreementsand declarations.

Andyet, muchwork still needsto bedonetoredlizeitsgoal of building apeople-centered community
of caring socities.

Towar dsGreater Relevance

WeintheASEAN must exert greater effort to makethe common peoplefed that they haveastakein
ASEAN'sfuture.

Asyou, the Region’sparliamentarians, spend the next few daysto talk about seriousissueslikeregiona
economicintegration, terrorism, and transnational crimes, itisour fervent wish that you also consider
waysof bringing theASEAN closer to the people of theregion.

ThePhilippinesintendstowork towardsthat vision for the duration of itschairmanship of theASEAN
Standing Committee.

Wefervently support civil society’sinitiativefor greater participationin ASEAN’ sdecision-making
process. In December, wewill hold the FifthASEAN PeoplesAssembly in Manila

Wewill prioritizeregiona environmental concernsthroughthe ASEAN center for biodiversity.
Wealso intend to work for cooperation in energy security and in counter-terrorism.

Most importantly, thehighlight of the 12 Summit will betheframework for theASEAN Charter which
isbeing crafted by theASEAN eminent personsgroup. [We are very honored to have with ustoday
former President Fidel Ramos, our country’srepresentativesinthe ASEAN eminent personsgroup,

for hissubstantive contributionsin drafting the charter].

AIPO’sinputsto thework of the eminent personsgroup will be most useful.



Par liamentary Diplomacy

My friends, | myself wasonceaparliamentarian likeyou. | am aware of themany difficultiesthat each
of usfaceinthe course of preparing legidationsfor our respective countries.

But our work here extends beyond law-making. We are giving lifeto parliamentary diplomacy ina
manner that ruly benefitstheASEAN Community. Thistypeof diplomacy islessrigid, moreinforma,
and with lesser protocol and processesthat characterizethe” regular and formal channels’ and yet,
achievingthedesiredresults.

Indeed, the AlPO can be akey mechanism for building friendship and mutual cooperation aswell as
regional peace and prosperity.

InA1PO we havean effectivetool to contributeto amore solid ASEAN —onethat iswilling and able
tofacethe new challengesthat theworld brings. L est weforget, the establishment of AIPO stemmed
from the awarenessthat the strength of theASEAN emanatesfrom theroots of its societiesand the
fact that itsrespectivelegidatureswoul d encompass partici pation by the peoplesof ASEAN countries.
Specifictargetsof cutting poverty following apeople-centered devel opment framework. Theapproaches
of theMDGsaredifferent from al the devel opment plansthat you—policy makers, and | asimplementor
—have beenintroduced to. Different in the sensethat the targetsaim at ensuring that our gainsare
trandated into real benefitsthat our people canfeel. We say sometimesthat we have done much. Yet
if welook around, no sooner would werealize that we have not really done enough. | sincerely hope
that AIPO will take aconsciouseffort in championing the M DGsamong itsMember-Parliaments. And
hopefully (dowly but surely), we can soon stasrt seeing results, resultsthat really matter.

Inclosing, | wishyou successand | am confident that your sessionsin thisconferencewill beproductive
and will contributeto the attainment of our common dreamsfor theASEAN.

Thank you and good day to all of you

MABUHAY angAlPO!



