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His Excellency Noli de Castro, Vice President of the Republic of the Philippines,
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and the President of the 27th General Assembly of the ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY
ORGANIZATION

Distinguished Parliamentarians from ASEAN and Dialogue Partners of the ASEAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION

Ladies and Gentlemen:
My warm greetingsto al!! Welcometo the Philippines.

To participateinthe general assembly of distinguished parliamentariansin ASEAN with our equally
honored partnersisaready an honor initself. To gpeak beforethisvery prestigiousconference, therefore,
iseven agreater honor.

Now morethan ever, weredizethat weadl liveinaglobal village. Concernsand challengesbecome so
interconnected that only acollectiveapproach involving al stakehol ders cantruly addressthem. The
search for peace, unity and prosperity isas urgent and compelling now asit wasin the past. The
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization hasemerged asanimportant vehiclein the pursuit of this
objective.

Aswelook forward to carving abetter futurefor our region and our respective nations, wearevery
much aware of the stumbling blocksaong theway. We are the results of various antecedentsin our
diversehistories. Seenfrom thelimited perspective of salf-interests, our prioritiesdiffer. Our solutions
to someproblemsaredefined to alargeextent by theinfluenceof our culturesand level sof devel opment.

Itisindeed necessary to seetheforest among thetrees by looking at the many issues confronting us
from thevantage point of sustained regional dia ogues. Weneed toidentify new pathwaysand stepping
stones. Wemust establish acongruencein our responses by articulating acommon agendawith policy
recommendationsand action strategiesfor expanded regional collaboration.

Highonthelist of issueson our agendaarethethresat of globa terrorism, the challenge of aglobalized
economic order and the creation of an ASEAN economic community.



Weare deeply distributed to know that terrorism today has becometransnational and transregional.
How canwe copewith thisdanger that sparesno one? What can weintheASEAN community doto
minimizethethreat?

While security measures are of immediateimportance, along-term approachisequaly relevant. With
resolve, we can seek theremoval of the seeds of suspicion, mistrust and hatethat aretransformedinto
actsof terror. We can achievethisgoal by promoting continuousdia oguesand building of consensus
inthe peaceful resol ution of conflicts.

The creation of an ASEAN economic community which has some of the features of the EEC was
reiterated by Maaysian PrimeMinister Dato Sari Abdullah Ahmad Badawi during the 38thASEAN
Economic Ministers Meeting in KualaL umpur last August. Thetimetable was moved from 2020 to
2015.

Isthelaunching scheduleredlistic? How prepared arethe ASEAN countriesfor theimplicationsof a
sngleeconomiccommunity?

Regional liberation withthelifting of trade barrierstofacilitate the smooth flow of goods, servicesand
capital acrossnationa boundariesprovidesopportunitiesfor growth. It rewardstheefficient and pendizes
thelessproductive. A freemarket economy is premised on the dynamics of competition.

However, let usnot ignorethelessonswe arelearning fromtoday’sglobal trade. Thereare strong and
weak players. A few arerich and many are poor. It isprecisaly for thisreason that there hasbeen a
repeated clamor from the devel oping countriesthat there should bealevel playing field.

Regional liberalization will work best only when each participating economy has devel oped enough
strength to withstand the challenge of competition and to profit fromit.

ANASEAN economic community can pavetheway for theflow of intraregional investmentswithits
sphere. There are already some of these activitieson the ground. We have Filipino companieswhich
have established apresencein ASEAN countries. We call them OFC’sor OverseasFilipino Workers
Corporations. If it becomes easy for any home-grown investor to put money, technology and other
resourcesin any placeinASEAN under the context of regional economic liberalization, we canlook
forward to greater growth and expansionintheregion’seconomy.

There areother vital concernsthat need our attention. We cannot respond to all of them and at the
sametimewith asmuch effectiveness as desired. We must establish our prioritiesand refocus our
performancetargetsintermsof what we can do immediately and according to the resourcesat hand.

L et usfind great comfort and encouragement in thethought that thereisno challenge, however gredt,
that we cannot meet. Thereisno problem, however difficult, that we cannot solve. Thereisnot task,
however heavy, that we cannot accomplish.

Aswe learn from each other, as we generously share our experiences and ideas, as our national
horizonsblend to show anintimation of our shred future, we grow inwisdom and perspectivefor the
benefit not only of our respective countriesbut aso of ASEAN and therest of theworld.

MABUHAY!



