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Tree for Legacy Contract, Certificate of Tree Ownership,
Certificate of Usufruct, and Permit to Harvest are issued
to document the growing, cutting, preservation and
harvesting of forest products. Among the incentives for
participants are the right to harvest, sell and utilize
trees on private land, exemption from forest charges,
and technical and marketing assistance.

The revival of Arbor Day is a practical solution the
House has approved as embodied in HB 3821. The bill
vests provincial, city and municipal governments, with
their component barangays, the responsibility to revive
the annual celebration of Arbor Day at a fixed date every
year suitable for tree-planting activities. The bill’s
authors say it is a practical solution to maintain
ecological harmony and beautify localities.

Earlier, in the first year of the 13* Congress, the
House approved HB 4081, a measure aiming to spur the
planting of a billion trees through the complementary
tree-planting programs of various government agencies,
like the DENR and the DepEd, with one million hectares
of open and denuded forest lands as target areas on its
first five years of implementation. In its comprehensive
view, HB 4081 defines the roles of government agencies
as well as upland communities, non-government
organizations, private individuals and families,
corporations, homeowners and real estate developers
even as it opens opportunities for eco-tourism, foreign
funding, BOT funding and securitization of trees. Speaker
de Venecia himself championed this bill to create a
national greenbelt.

In advancing the fight against pollution, HB 4363
seeks to implement the provisions of the 1992
Convention on Civil Liability for Qil Pollution Damage
and the 1992 International Convention on the
Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation
for Qil Pollution Damage. This measure devises a scheme
of adequate compensation to victims of oil pollution
damage and the institutional mechanism to process such
claims. It enables the victims to directly proceed against
the ship owner involved in the pollution incident and
imposes a system of strict but limited liability against
erring ship owners. Penalties are imposed for non-
compliance with the law, failure to maintain financial
security, failure to contribute to the International Oil
Pollution Compensation Act, and the failure to submit
the report of contributing oil.

Amplifying human and labor rights
The House made good its
commitment to amplify human
rights concerns. HB 3315,
providing compensation to
victims of human rights violations
committed during the Martial Law
regime under deposed President
Marcos, garnered 140 votes on
third reading in June 2006. An estimated P8 billion, to
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be sourced from the P35-billion Marcos deposits granted
by Swiss courts, will be distributed to the bill’s
beneficiaries, led by the 9,539 victims who won a class
suit in the Hawaii District Court in 1995 against the
Marcos estate.

To augment the capacity of the Commission on
Human Rights in delivering services, HB 2854 wants to
set up Human Rights Resource Centers in every province.
The bill, according to its primary authors, shall help
build a human rights-based law enforcement system
among local government units and push for the effective
enforcement of measures against abuses of human rights,
especially among women and children.

Responding to a need to fill a wide information
gap between workers and their legal rights, the House
assented to HB 376, which requires employers to clearly
inform employees of their rights, benefits and privileges,
on the first day of work and every time a compensable
contingency occurs. Thousands of workers who suffer
work-related illnesses or accidents annually fail to avail
of benefits under the Employees Compensation Program
due to ignorance and stand to lose their right to
compensation beyond the three-year prescriptive period
of filing claims.

Inter-parliamentary relations
The House pursued its policy
of bolstering inter-parliamentary
relations. Raising the institution’s
profile further, the Speaker
accepted, through Rep. Antonio V.
Cuenco, the Presidency of the Asean
Inter-Parliamentary Organization (AIPO) during the
regional group’s 26" General Assembly in Vientiane, Laos
in September 2005.

Three parliamentary delegations were hosted in the
Second Regular Session. From the People’s Republic of
China (PROC), the Hon. Zhang Dejiang, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the

GLOBAL DEBT RELIEF. Speaker de Venecia addressed the World
Summit of Speakers of Parliament at the UN where he unveiled his
proposal to ease the debt burden of some 100 developing nations. The
Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Paris Club also welcomed his ideas
on debt-for-equity exchange. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan called
the proposal “a creative way of approaching the issue of external debt.”
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LOCAL BILLS PASSED BY THE 13TH CONGRESS
July 1,2004 to June 24, 2006

RA/ HOUSE TITLE DATE
BILL NO. ENACTED
I. ENACTED INTO LAWS (4)

RA09333 AN ACT FIXING THE DATE OF REGULAR ELECTION FOR ELECTIVE OFFICIALS OF 09/21/04

THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT

NO. 9054, ENTITLED 'AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN AND EXPAND THE ORGANIC ACT

FOR THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO, AMENDING FOR THE

PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6734, ENTITLED 'AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN

ORGANIC ACT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAOQO', AS

AMENDED (SB 01757/ HB02808)
RA09338 AN ACT GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO MAHMOUD A.M. ASFOUR (HB 07/28/05

02659/ SB 01952)
RA09339 AN ACT FURTHER AMENDING THE FRANCHISE OF VISAYAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, | 09/01/05

INC., GRANTED UNDER ACT NO. 3499, AS AMENDED, TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE

AND MAINTAIN A DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF ELECTRIC

POWER TO THE END-USERS IN THE CITIES OF CEBU, MANDAUE AND TALISAY

AND THE MUNICIPALITIES OF MINGLANILLA, NAGA, SAN FERNANDO,

CONSOLACION AND LILO-AN, PROVINCE OF CEBU AND RENEWING/EXTENDING

THE TERM OF FRANCHISE TO ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE

OF APPROVAL OF THIS ACT (HB 03696)
RA 9345 CONVERTING THE PANGLAO ISLAND CIRCUMFERENTIAL ROAD IN TAGBILARAN 06/05/06

CITY, BOHOL INTO A NATIONAL ROAD (HB 03872)

Il. PENDING PRESIDENTIAL ACTION (5)
1. Conversion, Naming & Renaming of Road 5
1. PENDING IN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (0)
IV. PENDING ACTION BY THE SENATE (748)

1. Establishing, Recognizing, Separating, Renaming & Converting of Schools 309
2. Conversion, Naming & Renaming of Roads & Bridges 293
3. Creation of Congressional District, Town & Province 8
4. Establishing, Converting, Separating Engineering Districts 8
5. Land Disposition & Utilization 28
6. Creation of Trial Courts 21
7. Franchise 8
8. Economic Development 2
9. Holidays 41
10. Economic & Free Port Zones 6
11. Tourist Spot/Eco-Tourism 6
12. Protected Area/Environmental Protection 13
13 Converting Natural Park 2
14 City Charter/Conversion into Highly Urbanized City 3
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STATUS OF MEASURES CONSIDERED/PASSED VIS-A-VIS LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

SET BY LEDAC FOR THE 13TH CONGRESS

Second Regular Session

MEASURES FILED/
AGENDA/ OBJECTIVE

SALIENT FEATURES

STATUS

LEDAC 1 - Anti-Poverty

HB Nos. 247, 279, 417, 2830
- Agricultural Land as Loan Collateral

Provides measures to enhance the acceptability
of agricultural lands as security for loans
obtained from lenders, banks, and other financial
institutions.

Draft Committee Report
approved by the Cttee on
Agrarian Reform, pending in the
Cttee on Appro

HB Nos. 251, 272, 1478, 2342, 2567,
2978, 3221
- National Land Use Policy

Provides for the National Land Use Policy and
Planning Framework and the Implementing
Mechanisms thereof.

Pending in the Cttee on Natural
Resources

HB No. 4846, CR No. 1155
- Land Administration Reform

Institutes reforms in land administration; creating
the Land Administration Authority (LAA), defining
its structure, powers and functions.

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 3-1-06

HB Nos. 107, 401, 402, 1491, 1763, 2961,
4267, 4528
- ldle Land Tax

Imposes taxes on idle agricultural, residential
and industrial lands.

Pending in the Cttee on Local
Government

HB No. 3315, CR No.117
- Compensation to Human Rights Victims

Mandates compensation to victims of human
rights during the entire period of Martial Law

On 2nd Reading

HB No. 0041, CR No. 754
- Health Sector Reform Implementation Act

Seeks to institute the modernization of health
care delivery system; itincludes strong
advocacy for the establishment of district health
boards in every district, regional medical centers
and specialty hospitals

For 2nd Reading

HB No. 4375, CR No. 836
- Hospital Corporation

Authorizes government hospitals to utilize all its
income for their maintenance and operating
expenses.

For 2nd Reading

HB Nos. 494, 613, 1883
- Amending DOH -BFAD Regulatory
Mandates

Strengthens the capability of Bureau of Food
and Drugs (BFAD) by establishing adequate
testing laboratories and field offices in all
provinces and cities, upgrading its equipment,
creating a Drug Enforcement Unit (DEU) under
its operational and administrative control.

Pending in the Cttee on Health

LEDAC 2 - Anti-Corruption

Amendments to the Ombudsman Act re:
Requiring the creation of an investigation
(case build-up) unit that would include not
only graft cases but also lifestyle
check/creation of a new institution
patterned after ICAC

No bill filed

HB No. 4275, CR No. 755

- Amending RA 6770 by allowing the Office
of the Ombudsman to hire private
prosecutors to litigate before the
Sandiganbayan

Ensures objectivity and the protection of
witnesses in the prosecution of cases by the
Ombudsman, allowing private lawyers to act as
prosecutor on his behalf.

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 5-31-05

Amending RA 1379 to be patterned after
US RICO Law by integrating attachment
proceedings with the filing of lifestyle check
cases

No bill filed

HB No. 3776, CR No. 389

- Amending RA 3019 and RA 6713
otherwise known as the Anti-Graft and
Corrupt Practices Act

Regulates the solicitation of contributions from
sale of tickets to any government official or
employee by any public official

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 5-31-06

HB Nos. 326, 1571, 1802, 2388
- Whistleblower's Protection Act

Establishes a system that will encourage the
general public to provide relevant information
and evidence against public officials and
employees for violation of RA 3019.

Pending in the Cttee on Justice

HB Nos. 608, 2101, 2403

- Requiring waiver of secrecy of bank
deposits of officials charged with corruption
(after finding of probable cause by OMB)

Requires public officials and employees to
submit written permission or waiver in favor of
the Ombudsman to look into all deposits of
whatever nature with banks or banking
institutions both within and outside the
Philippines.

Pending in the Cttee on Banks
and Financial Intermediaries
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LEDAC 3 - Economic Growth and Job Creation

Sustaining Macro-Economic Stability

HB No. 5296, CR No. 1581 - Simplified
Net Income Taxation

Exempts minimum wage earners from income
taxation and lowers the income tax of middle
income earners. It also increases the personal
exemptions by 50% enjoyed by every taxpayers.

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 5-31-06

HB No. 3174, CR No. 060
- Indexation of Sin Taxes

Increases the specific tax rates imposed on
alcohol and tobacco products.

RA 9334 (Signed - 12-21-04)

HB No. 3295, CR No. 098
- Rationalization of Fiscal Incentives

Rationalizes and harmonizes the grant and
administration of fiscal and non-fiscal incentives

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 1-20-05

HB No. 2933, CR No. 026
- General Tax Amnesty

Grants a one-time tax amnesty on all unpaid
internal revenue taxes imposed by the national
government for taxable year 2003 and prior
years

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 12-15-04

HB No. 2895
- Mandatory Submission of Statement of
Assets and Liabilities and Networth (SALN)

Proposes the mandatory annual submission to
the BIR of statement of assets and liabilities and
networth by all natural and juridical persons
earning more than P200,000 or owning a real or
personal properties valued at P500,000

Pending in the Cttee on Ways
and Means

HB No. No. 2996, CR No. 028
- Lateral Attrition System

Provides for the optimum performance in
revenue collection through the grant of
special incentives and rewards for exemplary
service and through lateral attrition in
revenue-generating agencies of government

RA 9335 (Signed -01-25-05)

HB No. 1323
- Increase in Excise Tax on Petroleum
Products

Increases the excise tax imposed on petroleum
products by Php2.00. the tax rate on LPG which
is a basic household needs has been excluded
from the proposed increase and remains at
zero.

Pending in the Cttee on Ways &
Means

HB Nos. 553, 707, 712, 934, 1469, 1560,
1609

- Franchise Tax on Telecommunications to
Replace VAT

Re-imposes the franchise tax on telephone and
telegraph companies and radio and television
broadcasting companies.

Pending in the Cttee on Ways &
Means

HB No. 3555, CR No. 098
- Restructuring the Value Added Tax
Rate

Increases the rate of the value-added tax
from 10% to 12%.

RA 9337 (Signed 05-24-05)

HB No. 3890
- Fiscal Responsibility Bill

Instills fiscal discipline in the public sector by
specifying principles of responsible financial
management and promoting full transparency
and accountability in government revenue,
expenditure and borrowing programs.

Pending in the Cttee on Appro

HB Nos.193, 1532,
- Government Re-Engineering Act

Provides for the streamlining of all government
systems and procedures to facilitate and
improve the relevance and quality of frontline
services and impose policy formulation, planning
and performance evaluation.

Pending in the Cttee on
Government Reorganizations

HB Nos. 0075, 679, 720, 1561, 1562,
1735, 1801, 2355, 2688 - Rationalization
of existing pension/ retirement schemes of
all uniformed personnel and veterans

Increases the benefits of our Filipino World War
Veterans by increasing their monthly pension
and at the same time provide them with medical
assistance.

Pending in the Cttee on Veterans
Affairs & Welfare, and Cttee on
National Defense

Restructuring and Reforming the Financial Sector

HB No. 123
- Amendments to the BSP Charter to
strengthen its supervisory capacity

Seeks to remove the 5-year limit of the BSP's
tax exemption; authorizes the Monetary Board to
provide compensation structure based on job
evaluation studies and wage surveys but not
lower than those of other government financial
institution; and clarify that financial derivatives
are subject to the regulations of MB.

Pending in the Cttee on Banks
and Financial Intermediaries

Amendments to the Corporation Code (to
include stronger provision on governance)

No bill filed

HB No. 3819

- Establishment of a Central Credit
Information Bureau and Domestic Credit
Rating Agencies

Creates a Credit Information Bureau with
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas as the majority
shareholder that will have the power to collect
and disseminate credit related information and
maintain the credit history and track records of
borrowers

Pending in the Cttee on Banks
and Financial Intermediaries

HB Nos. 127, 2073, 2204
- Corporate Recovery Act

Provides for the recovery of financially
distressed enterprises and the resolution of their
indebtedness.

Pending in the Cttee on Banks
and Financial Intermediaries

15




16

13th Congress
of the Republic
of the Philippines

= -m:-_-e.-"r___'-'

S ——— £
Second lar Session
EE_;,@‘E;'J:L;&'




13th Congress
of the Republic
of the Philippines

-y

,E-"F_

5E'|:-\:II'I.I:| Regular Session
daly' 2005 3 Jime 20HMS

LEDAC 5 - Energy Priority Measures

HB No. 2223
- TRANSCO Franchise Bill

Grants the National Transmission Corporation a
franchise to construct, install, operate and
maintain a transmission system and the grid
throughout the Philippines..

Pending in the Cttee on
Legislative Franchise

HB No. 5515, CR No. 1714
- Natural Gas Bill

Ordains the development of the downstream
natural gas industry, consolidating for the
purpose all laws relating to the transmission,
distribution and supply of natural gas.

On 2nd Reading

HB Nos. 1068, 1347, 1583, 3016, 4908
- Renewable Energy Billl

Promotes the development, utilization and
commercialization of renewable energy systems
using indigenous resources.

Pending in the Cttee on Energy

HB Nos. 1758, 1831, 2422, 3219, 4697
- Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Bill

Rationalizes the manufacture, repair, re-
qualification, sale and distribution of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders.

Pending in the Cttee on Trade &
Industry

HB No. 4629, CR No. 1002
- Alternative Fuels Utilization Bill

Promotes the manufacture, importation, sale,
distribution, use and development of hybrid and
alternative fuel vehicle by granting tax
exemptions and providing incentives therefore

Approved, transmitted to the
Senate on 11-14-05
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