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UPPORT FOR CHARTER CHANGE SURGES

Majority bloc pushes shift to parliamentary

Review Mining
Ad for greater
safety —JDV

PEAKER Jose de Venecia

sought an immediate
review of the 1995 Philippine
Mining Act to integrate the
strongest possible safeguards
for the environment and safety
standards for mining
communities.

His announcement came
after he and President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo and other
top Cabinet officials met for

Continued on page 2

WJORITY Leader Prospero
ograles confirmed that
165 House members have signed
the resolution asking Congress to
amend the Constitution,
consequently allowing a shift to a
unicameral parliamentary and
federal type of government.
Speaker Jose de Venecia and
Nograles said more are expected to
sign the Charter change resolution
in their move to gather 195

signatories, representing three-
fourths of the combined seats in
the House and Senate, the number
required by the Constitution to
introduce amendments.

At the same time, Rep.
Constantino Jaraula, chairman of
the Committee on Constitutional
Amendments, said he would be
satisfied with 177 signatures affixed
for the purpose of filing, but the
signature-gathering campaign

should continue even after the
filing of the measure.

The resolution cited the flaws
of the current presidential form of
saying it s
ineffective in

government,
“frustratingly
addressing  the
economic and political problems of
the country” while concentrating
“ ”» . .

too much” powers in the executive
department.

numerous

Continued on page 2

Two more
years for

SPAV
p-3

Should RP
focus on ELITE

SPORTS?
p-4

No

House

break-in
p-6

A Red-

letter day

for charity
p-6

How to build

a special

public school
p-7

Interview
with

Rep. Eduardo
Ziakita p.g

EMERGING GLOBAL SOLIDARITY. Speaker Jose de Venecia, President of the ruling Lakas-Christian-Muslim Democrats
and unanimously elected first president of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI) Asia-Pacific, joins hands in
symbolic unity with, among other world political leaders, (from left) former Spanish Prime Minister and outgoing
CDI President Jose Maria Aznar, and incoming CDI president Ferdinando Casini, president of the Italian Chamber of
Deputies, and Wilfried Martens, president of the European People’s Party, the largest majority party in the European
Parliament, following the launching of the CDI Asia-Pacific and the Global Interfaith Dialogue which gathered the
representatives of all major religions of the world during a three-day conference at the historic Manila Hotel in

January.

Singson is new Deputy Speaker

Committee chairs, CA members change

By Ronald M. Yiem

PEAKER Jose De Venecia and
Majority Leader Rep. Prospero
Nograles announced
organizational changes in the
House leadership, reflecting a
consensus by the members of the
majority coalition.
Rep. Eric D. Singson (2"

REP. SINGSON

REP. ABANTE

Dist., Ilocos Sur), a member of the
Liberal Party, was installed as the
new Deputy Speaker for Central
and Northern Luzon, taking the
place of Rep. Benigno “Noynoy”
S. Aquino III (2™ Dist., Tarlac).
Also, six new committee
chairmen were named, led by Rep.

Joey S. Salceda (3 Dist., Albay)
in Appropriations, replacing Rep.

REP. TULAGAN

Rolando G. Andaya Jr. (1% Dist.,
Camarines Sur), recently
appointed to the Budget Portfolio.
Other
committee heads were: Rep.
Bienvenido M. Abante Jr. (6™ Dist.,
Manila) in Human Rights, replacing
Rep. Loretta Ann P. Rosales
(Akbayan); Rep. Miles M. Roces (3
Dist., Manila) in Ecology, replacing
Rep. J.R. Nereus O. Acosta (1* Dist.-
Bukidnon); Rep. Jose Carlos V.
(34 Dist.,
Occidental) in Basic Education,
replacing Rep. Edmund O. Reyes Jr.
(LD, Marinduque); Rep. Generoso
DC. Tulagan (3% Dist., Pangasinan)
in Public Works and Highways,
replacing Rep. Singson, now Deputy
Continued on page 6

newly designated

Lacson Negros

Budget
gets OK

HE HOUSE of

Representatives Thursday
morning approved on second
reading the country’s first
trillion-peso General
Appropriations Act (GAA) that
Speaker Jose de Venecia said
would pump-prime the
economy in 2006 and resume
infrastructure development
necessary to sustain recovery.

The viva voce vote was taken
at 5 a.m. on March 23, at the
end of a grueling session. The
proposed budget will go into
third-reading approval by the
House by the first week of April.

De Venecia, present
throughout the deliberations,
expressed confidence the Senate
Finance Committee headed by
Sen. Manuel Villar “will be able
to act rapidly and judiciously on
the budget and have it approved
sooner than expected.”

The Speaker said this is also
the first budget in the country
in years that has a solid financial
backing as a result of increased
government revenues raised
from the two revenue measures
enacted last year—the Expanded
Value Added Tax and the so-
called “sin” taxes--as well as
intensified revenue collection...

Solons agree
No jail terms

for kids

By Raymond G. Pasiliao

ONGRESSMEN and women

crossed party lines to stand up
for a comprehensive juvenile justice
system bill which stands to dismiss
some 70% of cases filed against
children.

House Bill 5065, or the
“Child Protection Through A
Comprehensive Juvenile Justice
System Act of 2005,” earned
bicameral approval on March 21,
after it was unanimously passed on
third reading in the House last

February.
Continued on page 2
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Charter change gaining ground
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Endorsed by solons of
different party affiliations allied
with the majority, the measure
cited “recurring gridlocks and
paralysis” in the bicameral
presidential type as the root cause
of the country’s comparatively
poor economic performance.

Moreover, it charged the
present unitary system with the
failure to address the varying and
competing needs of Filipinos

scattered across the archipelago,
“resulting in costly and destructive
fragmentation and serious moves
for secession.”

All these, it concluded, point
to a need to immediately shift to
the unicameral parliamentary
form of government, and
structured federal system in 10 to
15 years.

Aside from de Venecia,
Nograles and Jaraula, those who
signed the yet-unnumbered

resolution are Reps. Arthur D.
Defensor, Robert Ace S. Barbers,
Juan Miguel F. Zubiri, Emilio R.
Espinosa Jt., Gilberto C. Teodoro
Jr., Junie E. Cua, Rafael P. Nantes,
Jesus Crispin C. Remulla, Eduardo
R. Gullas, Luis R. Villafuerte, Ma.
Amelita C. Villarosa, Cecilia G.
Jalosjos-Carreon, Rene M. Velarde,
Ernesto C. Pablo, Antonino P.
Roman, Miles M. Roces, Michael
John “Jack” R. Duavit, Manuel C.
Ortega, Jose G. Solis, Wilhelmino

Jail no place for kids

Continued from page 1

It is expected to become law
before Easter.

HB 5065 aims to fully protect
the rights of children in conflict
with the law (CICL) and make
detention a last resort, recognizing
that children have special needs
and must be treated differently
from adult offenders.

It prohibits the detention of
children and raises the age of
criminal responsibility to 15 from

12. The bill also exempts children
aged 15 to 18 from criminal
liability, unless proven to have
acted with discernment.

It champions restorative
justice by providing for the
diversion or referral of cases of such
children from the barangay, police,
prosecutor’s offices and the courts,
to community-based rehabilitation
programs.

Members of the House panel
in the bicameral talks were Reps.

Simeon Datumanong, Marcelino
Libanan, Douglas Cagas, Amado
Espino, Harlin Abayon, Danton
Bueser, Salacnib Baterina, Edcel
Lagman, Juan Edgardo Angara,
Loretta Ann Rosales, Darlene
Antonino-Custodio, Prospero
Nograles, Liza Maza and Juan
Miguel Zubiri.

At least 70 percent of criminal
cases against children are expected
to be dismissed outright when HB
5065 becomes law. The remaining
CICL cases will be referred to
rehabilitation programs instead of
to jails.s,

Mining Act
Continued from page 1

two hours with prominent
archbishops and bishops who have
been calling for rigid mining
standards and environmental
protection.

Briefing reporters after the
meeting at the Traders Hotel, de
Venecia said the archbishops “are
not against mining per se, but they
are against irresponsible mining.”

De Venecia said he would
instruct Rep. Leovigildo B. Banaag
(Ist Dist., Agusan del Norte),
Natural Resources Committee
chair, to study provisions in the
Philippine Mining Act that require
amendments.

“We shall incorporate the
strongest possible safety and
environmental standards,” de
Venecia said.

The Speaker said the review is
aimed at giving the mining
the

strongest support while observing

industry government’s
the strongest environmental
safeguards and standards such as
those being implemented in Chile,
the US, Canada, Australia and the

Scandinavian countries.

De Venecia said the House of
Representatives would integrate
recommendations expected in the
next 30 days from the Fact-Finding
Commission President Arroyo has
created to look into the effects of
the mining operations of Lafayette
Philippines Inc. on people’s health
and environmental safety in Rapu-
Rapu, Albay and adjacent towns of
Sorsogon.

“We will the

Commission’s recommendations

integrate

as part of our agreement to
undertake an immediate review of
the Mining Act,” de Venecia said.

The Commission headed by
Bishop Arturo M. Bastes is tasked
with investigating the reported
incidents of fish kill and damage
to people’s health and marine and
agricultural areas in Rapu-Rapu
Island and the Sorsogon towns of
Prieto Diaz, Gubat, Barcelona,
Bulusan and Bacon.

De Venecia said the Church
leaders, who have taken a tough
stand against the Mining Act,
agreed with President Arroyo that
the government should protect the
environment as well as develop the

industry as a major component in
fighting poverty and raising the
living standards of Filipinos.

He also proposed a standby
Fund the
government could mobilize to
protect tribal communities and
indigenous peoples in mining areas
in the event of environmental
damage or mining disaster.

During the meeting, de
Venecia proposed the Chilean
model that has the most stringent
measures to ensure sustainable
development and the highest
environmental standards in mining
areas. Chile was the first copper-
exporting country in the world and
has tough laws on the extraction of
copper and other mineral resources.

De Venecia said the country’s
mineral wealth is valued at $1
trillion, while the Philippine
external debt is roughly $58 billion.
In his 12-point wealth-creating
proposal he released last year, de
Venecia advocated the tapping of
the country’s mineral resources to
create new wealth because its

Environment

incumbent wealth falls short of
providing for the requirements of
development.s’

Eileen Ermita-Buhain.

LADIES OF THE HOUSE. Twelve women le

e

gislators opened the photo exhibit marking the Women"
Rights Festival in the House of Representatives on March 6 as part of the celebration of National Women’s Month.
From left are Reps. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, Herminia Ramiro, Uliran Joaquin, Nanette Castelo-Daza, Liza Maza,
Josefina Joson, Cynthia Villar, Faysah RPM Dumarpa, Reylina “Neneng” Nicolas, Carmen Cari, Remedios Petilla and

i
s Health and

M. Sy-Alvarado, Danton Q. Bueser

and Leovigildo B. Banaag.
Meanwhile, a House-approved

concurrent resolution to convert

the joint Houses of Congress into
a constituent assembly to amend
the Constitution has not been
acted upon in the Senate.s,”

Five congressmen
still under custody

Lawyer Romeo Capulong (center) is flanked by his clients Reps. Joel Virador,
Rafael Mariano, Satur Ocampo, Liza Maza (hidden) and Teddy Casifio.

FIVE party-list congressmen are
still under House protective
custody after they failed to attend
a preliminary investigation in the
House premises on March 13.
Reps. Satur C. Ocampo,
Teodoro A. Casifio and Joel G.
Virador of Bayan Muna, Rep.
Rafael V. Mariano of Anakpawis,
and Rep. Liza L. Maza of Gabriela
have been accused by witnesses in
affidavits submitted to the
Department of Justice of taking
part in a rightist-communist plot
to overthrow the government.
With their counsel Romeo
Capulong, the  party-list
representatives held a press
conference in the main lobby of the
plenary hall to protest the change
in the schedule of the preliminary
investigation from the afternoon to
10 a.m., during which the
representatives would be attending
a Mass inside the complex.
Senior State Prosecutor
Emmanuel Velasco said the five
House members have 10 days to
answer the charges.
On the evening of February
27, they put themselves under the
protective custody of the House of
Representatives through Speaker
Jose de Venecia as they faced an
imminent warrantless arrest by the
government for rebellion. Two
days before, Rep. Crispin B.
Beltran of Anakpawis was arrested
by the Philippine National Police

in Bulacan.

In the wake of Beltran’s
arrest, Speaker de Venecia said he
would seek assurance from the
leadership of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines and the PNP for a
“dignified and  humane
treatment” of any House member
arrested following President
Arroyo’s declaration of a state of
national emergency.

Meanwhile, the
unanimously approved Resolution
No. 1169 expressing the sense of
the chamber to “uphold the rights
of its members and extending
protection to them.”

All members of the House co-
authored the resolution, which
was approved in three hours the
night of February 28 after it was
introduced by Deputy Minority
Leader Rep. Rolex T. Suplico (5th
Dist., Iloilo) and Rep. Luis R.
Villafuerte (2™ Dist., Camarines
Sur) of the House majority
coalition.

The one-page resolution
reiterated the House’s stand that
“any of its members charged with
any offense is entitled to and
should have a preliminary
investigation to determine
probable cause.” It further said any
House member shall “enjoy the
protective custody” of the chamber

House

before the completion of the
preliminary investigation and the
issuance of a warrant of arrest..
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Athletes’ benefits
pushed

A N Y
FILIPINO
athlete who is
50 years old

and above and

has an

Olympic

i medal or a

Rep. Antonino-  world title
Custodio could be

entitled to a
lifetime monthly government
pension under House Bill 449 filed
by Rep. Manuel “Way Kurat” E.
Zamora (Ist Dist., Compostela
Valley). He is proposing a monthly
pension of P5,000 for gold, P4,000
for silver and P3,000 for bronze
winners in the Olympic Games,
and P7,000 for amateur athletes
who turned pro and won a world
title. Another (House Bill 4068),
authored by Minority Leader Rep.
Francis G. Escudero (Ist Dist.,
Sorsogon) and Rep. Darlene
Antonino-Custodio (Ist Dist.,
South Cotabato), provides a
monthly pension of P30,000 each
to former world boxing champions
upon their retirement at age 55.
“Boxers risk lives and limbs in
order to give honor and glory to
their country,” Escudero said.
Antonino-Custodio cited current
boxing idol Manny Pacquiao, who
“gave honor and prestige to our
country.” Both bills also seek to
amend certain provisions of RA
9064, which grants cash and non-
monetary benefits and incentives
to national athletes, coaches and
trainers to include professional
athletes in different sporting
categories. HB 40068 also provides
a monthly P30,000 pension to
former champions who become
incapacitated. Isagani C. Yambot Jr.

Changing the school
calendar

A GROUP of
solons wants
to change the
current school
calendar to a
September-to-
June school

year, avoiding
the
months from
June to August that usually disrupt
class schedules. Among those
seeking the change are Reps. Judy
J. Syjuco (2™ Dist., Iloilo),
Remedios L. Petilla (Ist Dist.,
Leyte), Ma. Amelita C. Villarosa
(Lone Dist., Occidental Mindoro),
Mary Ann L. Susano (2™ Dist.,
Quezon City) and Roger G.
Mercado (Lone Dist., Southern
Leyte). However, some objections
have been raised against the

Rep. Susano

rainy

proposal embodied in House Bills
705, 4370 and 4595. One is

increased electricity consumption

during the hot summer months,
and another is a possible drop in
domestic tourism. The proposal
could mean teachers would suffer
salary losses in the interim months.
To offset the effects of the new
calendar, solons are mulling a

trimester calendar for all schools.
Isagani C. Yambot Jr.

Coping with classroom
shortage

A BILL is pending committee
approval lowering the teacher-pupil
ratio in every classroom to 1 to
every 40 pupils. This bill addresses
the perennial public schools’
problem of lack of teachers and
overcrowded classrooms by
providing for the building of more
classrooms and amending the
Roxas Law (RA 7880), which
provides for a ratio of one teacher
for every 45 students. Congress
could allocate as much as P15
billion in the next five years for the
School Building Program that
assigns priority areas in the Visayas
and Mindanao where classroom
shortage is most acute and the
teacher-pupil ratio is as high as
1:80. Under this bill, local
government units would provide a
counterpart fund for the building
of more school classrooms in
priority areas. RA 7160 empowers
LGU s to collect residential taxes a
portion of which goes to the
Special Education Fund; at least 25
percent could be allocated every
year for five years from this Fund
for classroom program. The DepEd
is tasked with making an annual
inventory of school buildings

constructed during the period.
Isagani C. Yambot Jr.

Committee approves
Magna Carta for
Women

T H E
MAGNA
Carta
Women,
approved on
second
reading, looks

bright

for

after

Rep. Joson Rep. Josefina
Joson  (1st
Dist., Nueva Ecija), Women

Committee chair, reported out last
month HB 3766 that promotes
gender equality and women
empowerment, and seeks to ensure
the full protection of women’s
rights enshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations and other
international conventions. Plenary
amendments gave “more teeth” to
the proposed law to ensure that
government agencies and LGUs
allocate 5 percent of their total
appropriations to the annual
mandatory Gender and
Development (GAD) Budget.
Among other things, the bill wants

the NEDA to formulate a five-year
plan on globalization’s impact
especially on the marginalized
sectors (rural women, fishers,
urban poor, laborers, indigenous,
girl-child, older women and
disabled women) and greater public
awareness on women’s role in
family- and nation-building and the
dignity of parenthood and
motherhood. The bill also
promotes  non-stereotyped,
balanced and diverse images of
women in the media, and declares
it the State’s duty to ensure
women’s economic, social, and
cultural well-being without
discrimination on account of age,
gender, language, ethnicity, culture,
religion and disability among
others. Isagani C. Yambot Jr.

LPG—explosive sector?

AN LPG tank that almost exploded
in his residence and could have
caused untold consequences
prompted Rep. Rodolfo “Ompong”
G. Plaza (Lone Dist., Agusan del
Sur) to seek stricter guidelines in the
sale, re-qualification, distribution
and repair of LPG cylinders, and to
criminalize violations of the
proposed law (HB 1831). Many LPG
cylinders used by some
unscrupulous traders are not leak-
proof, he said, since these are
second-hand imports, with their top
and lower-half parts sawed off and
welded together, making them
unsafe as liquid gas containers.
From 1995 to 2000 the Bureau of
Fire Protection reported a total of
1,475 fire accidents caused by
exploding LPG tanks, 451 of which
occurred in Metro Manila. An
estimated 8-10 million LPG units
are in the local market. Plaza has
increased penalties to P100,000, but
not more than P1 million and
imprisonment of at least six years
and one day to 12 years for any
person or corporation found guilty
of violating the law. Melissa M. Reyes

Urgent: A Pre-Need
Code

THE COLLEGE Assurance Plan
fiasco could have been averted—
and thousands of its pre-need plan
holders spared the agony—had a
Pre-Need Code been enacted into
law as early as 19 years ago, the
Banks and Financial
Intermediaries Committee said.
The proposed Code was first
introduced and approved by the
House of Representatives in 1987
but failed to gain the Senate’s nod
during the 8" Congress. Since then
the measure has been refiled and
approved by the House from the
9th Congress to the 12th Congress,
only to be stalled in the Senate each
time. Now, House Bill 4343, filed
last year, has again won House
approval and will go—for the sixth
time—to the Senate. The bill’s
authors including Reps. Jaime C.
Lopez (2" Dist., Manila), Ma.
Amelita C. Villarosa (Lone Dist.,
Occidental Mindoro), Antonino P.

INDIAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES MEDAL. Speaker Jose de Venecia leads
members of the House of Representatives in presenting the special citation
for the Congressional Medal of Achievement to Indian President Abdul APJ
Kalam who recently visited the country and addressed a joint session of
the Philippine Congress to underline the socio-political and security
relations between the two countries. At right is House Inter-Parliamentary
Relations Committee chair Rep. Lorna Silverio.

Roman (1 Dist., Bataan) and
Eduardo C. Zialcita (1** Dist.,
Paranaque), are hopeful of Senate
approval following a string of
financial fiascos that hit leading pre-
need companies. The committee
described as “vague and weak” the
existing rules and regulations in the
pre-need industry. The SEC only
has one provision regulating the
industry. Among the penalties for
violations are a fine not less than
P50,000 but not more than P5
million, or imprisonment of not
less than one year nor more than
14 years. Melissa M. Reyes

Stricter liability for oil
polluters

THE HOUSE approved the
proposed “Oil Compensation
Act,” to protect from oil spillage
and pollution the country’s marine
wealth and exclusive economic
zone. The bill incorporates
provisions of the International
Convention on Civil Liability for
Oil Pollution Damage, and the
International Convention on the
Establishment of an International
Fund for Compensation for Qil
Pollution Damage. It imposes strict
liability on ship owners and
operators for oil damage and
ensures prompt and adequate
compensation for persons who
suffer damage. “Awareness of the
importance of protecting
international and territorial waters
of every country has become
apparent because oil is being
supplied to other parts of the world
by sea and in bulk,” said Rep.
Antonino P. Roman (1% Dist.,
Bataan). Aurora Rep. Juan Edgardo
M. Angara said the law should be
made more stringent particularly
with penalties,
appropriate by increasing its
coverage. Michelle M. Sapnu

and more

End of the road for
MMDA?

SHOULD THE MMDA be
abolished? Or should the powers
of its chairman be re-defined and

the agency body left intact! House
members and local governments
are still divided over the future of
the Metro Manila Development
Authority. Rep. Teodoro L. Locsin
Jr. (I** Dist., Makati) has filed
House Bill 4245 giving the agency
a chance to explain why it should
continue to exist after the Supreme
Court had ruled the MMDA has
administrative functions but
neither police nor legislative
powers. Locsin has argued the
committee discussion would be a
chance to review the MMDA’s
the
improvement of the metropolis.
Rep. Bienvenido M. Abante Jr. (6%
Dist., Manila) is for keeping the
MMDA intact (HB 4362) but

amending its charter “to better

mandate and role in

define the powers of its chairman,”
which he argued are at the “root of
the confusion, irritation” between

MMDA Chairman

Fernando and Metro Manila’s

Bayani

mayors. Except for the Pasay City
government, most of Metro
Manila’s
executives are for keeping the
MMDA and strengthening its

charter for a “more cohesive”

local government

implementation of its programs.
The Makati City government sees
the agency’s role as a coordinating

body essential to the NCR. Abigail
M. Macabeo

House ratifies extension
of SPAVs

THE HOUSE of Representatives
has ratified the conference
committee report on the reconciled
amendatory bill extending by two
years the “Special Purpose Asset
Vehicles Act of 2002” (SPAVs) to
free billions of pesos worth of non-
performing assets (NPAs) in the
banking system.

Speaker Jose de Venecia, the
original principal author of
Republic Act 9182, called the
SPAVS’ extension an important step
in sustaining Philippine economic
recovery by freeing idle and non-
performing assets to spur growth
and create thousands of jobs.

Continued on page 6



