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HER EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(ASDELIVERED/JULY 26,2004)

THANK YOU MR. DE VENECIA, VICE-PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO, PRESIDENT
FIDEL RAMOS, SENATE PRESIDENT DRILON, CHIEF JUSTICE DAVIDE AND THE JUSTICES
OF THE SUPREME COURT, HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES. HISEXCELLENCY ARCHBISHOP FRANCO AND THE EXCELLENCIES
OF THE. DIPLOMATIC CORPS, MEMBER OF THE CABINET, COMMANDER OF THE ARMED
FORCES, OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE. FELLOW
WORKERS IN GOVERNMENT, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

ANGELO DE LA CRUZ ISHOME. WE DID-IT! CONGRATULATIONSTO THE FILIPINO
PEOPLE.

SAMAKATWID, IPABATID SA LAHAT, MULA SA POOK AT PANAHONG ITO SA
BAWAT PILIPINO, SAAN MAN NAROROON...

YOU HAVE A GOVERNMENT - INDEED, YOU HAVE A COUNTRY --THAT CARES.
YOUR LIFEISHELD MORE DEARLY THAN INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM. AND YOU HAVE A
PRESIDENT WHO IS YOUR FRIEND.

WHY WASANGELO DE LA CRUZ SAVED?BECAUSE | STUCK TOMY OATH. SINCE |
FIRST BECAME PRESIDENT IN 2001, MY DECLARED FOREIGN POLICY FOCUSHASBEEN
TO PROTECT THE VITAL INTERESTS OF THE NATION, INCLUDING OUR EIGHT MILLION
OVERSEASFILIPINOS.

AND | CANNOT APOLOGIZE FOR BEING A PROTECTOR OF MY PEOPLE.

THE DIFFERENCE OF A FEW WEEEKS, FOR A PULLOUT ALREADY DECIDED ON,
COULD NOT JUSTIFY SACRIFICE OF A HUMAN LIFE.

SACRIFICING ANGELO DE LA CRUZ WOULD HAVE BEEN A POINTLESS
PROVOCATION; IT WOULD HAVE PUT THE LIVESOF A MILLION AND A HALF FILIPINOS
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AT RISK, BY MAKING THEM PART OF THE WAR.
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WARS ARE FOR COMBATANTS. AS| SPEAK SOLDIERS ARE BEING HELD HOSTAGE
BY COMMUNIST INSURGENTSBUT THEY DONT EXPECT TO BE RELEASED EXCEPT BY
THE COMPASSION OF THEIR CAPTORS OR A MILITARY OPERATION.

WE HAVE BEEN FIGHTING THE LONGEST RUNNING COMMUNIST INSURGENCY IN
HISTORY. WE HAVE BEEN COMING TO GRIPSWITH .FUNDAMENTALIST TERRORISM
LONG BEFORE 9/11.

ASTHE LEADER OF THE NATION, | SAY IN- BEHALF OF THE. FILIPINO PEOPLE TO
THE WORLD: WE ARE STRONG AND PRINCIPLED BELIEVERSIN DEMOCRACY . FOUR
GENERATIONS OF FIGHTING FILIPINOSHAVE CEASELESSLY STRUGGLED AGAINST
TOTALITARIANS AND TERRORISTS, FOR OUR FREEDOM, FOR THE FREEDOM OF OUR
PEOPLE AND THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD.

WE HAVE FOUGHT THE ENEMY, AND TAKEN AS GOOD ASWE GAVE, NOT FROM A
SAFE DISTANCE BUT IN CLOSE QUARTERS. BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR, KOREA AND
VIETNAM, EAST TIMOR, KOSOVO, LIBERIA, TO NAMEAFEW.

WHEN | OPTED TO SAVE ANGELO DE LA CRUZ, | WASREFLECTING WHETHER ONE
LIFE SHOULD BE SACRIFICED FOR NO PRESSING REASON OR SAVED BY ACCELERATING
AN ONGOING PULLOUT.

| DID NOT SACRIFICE POLICY TO SAVE A HUMAN LIFE. | APPLIED POLICY FOR
THAT PURPOSE. THE PHILIPPINESHASNO POLICY THAT DEMANDS SACRIFICE OF
HUMAN LIVES.

ASK YOURSELVESTHIS: IF ANGELO DELA CRUZ HAD BEEN SACRIFICED, WHAT
WOULD CHANGE-FOR THEBETTER IN IRAQ TODAY?

HAVING SAVED ONE FILIPINO FROM A PAINFUL AND POINTLESS DEATH, WE
MUST SEIZE THE UNITY WE ATTAINED TO IMPROVE OUR GOVERNMENT AND SAVE OUR
ECONOMY.

PINAPANGAKO KO ANG ISANG BAGONG DIREKSYON: MAMAMAY AN MUNA. ANG
TAONG BAYAN ANG PINAKAMALAKI NATING YAMAN. NGUNIT MADALAS, KAUNTI
LANG ANG ATENSYON NA BINIBIGAY SA KANILANG PAG-UNLAD. DI TULOY MATAWID
ANG AGWAT NG MAYAMAN AT MAHIRAP. DI TULOY MAPA-ABOT SA LAHAT ANG
BIYAYA NG DEMOKRASYA.

| WANT TO CREATE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AT HOME AND ABROAD. | DON'T
WANT JUST ONE OR THE OTHER. | WANT BOTH.
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BUT IT CAN ONLY BE DONE WITH FOCUS, WITH ENERGY, AND WITH A COMMON
PURPOSE TO DO THAT WHICH STILL LIESWITHIN OUR POWER: PUT OUR ECONOMIC
HOUSE BACK IN WORKING ORDER BEFORE IT FINDSITSELF BEY OND HOPE OF REPAIR
AND DOOMED TO SHARE THE FATE OF FAILED NATIONS.

WE MADE A HEADSTART IN THE LAST THREE YEARS; WE MUST TAKE BOLDER
STEPS FORWARD IN THE NEXT SIX.

INFLATION ISUNDER CONTROL. THE ORDINARY HOUSEWIFE HAS BEEN BUYING
HER RICE AND FISH AT STABLE PRICES.

NEW INVESTMENTS, FOREIGN AND BETTER YET DOMESTIC, WERE MADE. THREE
MILLION MORE OF OUR PEOPLE FOUND JOBSIN THE LAST THREE YEARS COMPARED TO
HALF A MILLION IN THE THREE YEARS BEFORE THAT.

MALAKI ANG PAG-UNLAD SA PANGUNAHING PANGANGAILANGAN-MALINIS NA
TUBIG, HEALTH INSURANCE, TIRAHAN, PAARALAN, AKLAT.

.. WE BEAT DOWN CRIME, WE ARE BREAKING UP THE DRUG AND KIDNAPPING
SYNDICATES, WE ARE MOPPING UP THE STRAGGLERS. THE PEOPLE ARE SAFER IN THE
STREETS, IN THEIR HOMES, AND IN THEIR PLACES OF WORK.

EVERY GOVERNMENT IN THEWORLD ISAT WARWITH ITS OWN CORRUPTION; WE
HAVE MADE LIFESTYLE CHECKS A LETHAL WEAPON AND ADOPTED PROCUREMENT
REFORMS TO TAKE THE FIGHT FORWARD.

THANKS TO MANY OF YOU, | EMERGED FROM THE LAST ELECTION WITH MORE
VOTES THAN ANY PREVIOUS PRESIDENT.

AS A FURTHER SIGN OF THE PEOPLE'S OVERWHELMING SUPPORT, THEY GAVE ME
A HUGE MAJORITY IN CONGRESS, AND AMONG THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.

THISISA NEW DAY, WITH A NEW DIRECTION, AND A RENEWED CONFIDENCE IN
WHAT WE CAN ACHIEVE TOGETHER.

| AM DETERMINED TO PROVE THAT THISTREMENDOUS SHOW OF FAITH AND
CONFIDENCE ISWELL DESERVED.

THE SEASON OF BITTER PARTISANSHIP ISOVER; THE SEASON OF SERVICE IS
UPON USALL, MAJORITY, MINORITY; OPPOSITION, ADMINISTRATION.
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IN MY INAUGURAL ADDRESS, | LAID DOWN A 10-POINT AGENDA FOR THE NEXT
SIX YEARS-- NOT UTOPIA BUT SOMETHING PRACTICAL WE CAN ACHIEVE AND
ACCOMPLISH ON TIME.

WHAT | DID PROMISE WASTHAT MY TERM WOULD BE THE IRREVERSIBLE
TURNING POINT.

IPINANGANGAKO KO ITWANAN NA NATIN ANG LIGALIG AT ALINLANGAN.

AT THE END OF MY TERM, THE QUESTION WILL NOT LONGER BE WHETHER WE
CAN COMPETE BUT WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD SHALL WE TAKE AN INDISPUTABLE
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE.

THE NEXT SIX YEARS WE HOPE ISWHEN WE FINALLY GET THINGS RIGHT.

ISTHERE SOMETHING ABOUT THAT GOAL WE CANNOT ALL AGREE ON?ISTHERE
A REASON WE CANNOT ALL WORK TOGETHER?

ALL THAT'SNEEDED ISTO CLEAR AWAY A COUPLE OF OBSTACLES. ASI INTEND
TO DO WITH FIVE KEY REFORM PACKAGES: (1) JOB CREATION THROUGH ECONOMIC
GROWTH, (2) ANTI-CORRUPTION THROUGH GOOD GOVERNMENT, (3) SOCIAL JUSTICE
AND BASIC NEEDS, (4) EDUCATION AND YOUTH OPPORTUNITY AND (5) ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE AND SAVINGS.

TOUGH DECISIONSWILL HAVE TO BE MADE. ITSGOING TO .BE TOUGH LOVE
FROM HERE ON. IT MUST BE TOUGHER ON THOSE WHOVE HAD IT EASY THAN ON THOSE
WHO'VE HAD IT TOUGH ALREADY.

HUMARAPDIN SA PROBLEMA ANG MGA KARATIG BANSA.

ANG KANILANG SEKRETO'Y PAGKAKAISA NG MAMAMAY AN, SUPORTA SA
LIDERATO, AT SAKRIPISYO NG BAWAT ISA.

WE MUST BEAR THE PAIN AND SHARE THE PAIN TO ENJOY THE GAIN TOGETHER.

THOSE WITH MORE MUST SACRIFICE MORE; THOSE WITH LESS ARE ALREADY
LIVING LIVES OF SELF-SACRIFICE.

MARAMING MAGSASABI: MATAGAL NA SILANG NAGSA-SAKRIPISYO. NGUNIT
HINIHINGI KO SA INYO: KONTI PANG SAKRIPISYO.
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WE MUST WAIT WITH PATIENCE FOR THE REFORMS TO WORK. IN THE MEANTIME,
WE MUST WORK MORE PRODUCTIVELY BECAUSE WORLD COMPETITION ISKEEN AND
WE WANT THE JOBSNOT ONLY TO COME, BUT TO STAY.

OUR MOST URGENT PROBLEM ISTHE BUDGET DEFICIT. SOMETIMESV IT'S
UNAVOIDABLE; BUT CHRONIC DEFICITSARE ALWAYSBAD.

SOMETIMES STAMPING OUT DEFICITSTOO VIGOROUSLY CAN SLOW DOWN
GROWTH. BUT IGNORING THEM CAN KILL THE ECONOMY . IT SENDS THE WRONG
SIGNAL THAT WE DON'T UNDERSTAND OUR FISCAL PREDICAMENT AND WILL NOT HELP
OURSELVES. THISWILL DRIVE AWAY INVESTMENTS, EXACERBATE THE DEFICIT AND
HURT JOB GROWTH.

CHRONIC DEFICITSDRASTICALLY REDUCE GOVERNMENTSABILITY 'TO MAKE
THOSE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS THAT BUSINESS NEEDS - TO GROW AND
CREATE JOBS.

CHRONIC DEFICITSMEAN UNDERTAKING LESS SOCIAL SERVICESTHAT PRIVATE
CHARITY WILL NEVER PROVIDE BUT WITHOUT WHICH SOCIAL WAR ISINEVITABLE.
THISISA SURE FIRE FORMULA FOR NATIONAL FAILURE.

SO WE MUST RAISE REVENUES, EXPAND GOVERNMENT SERVICES, YET CUT
COSTS-ALL AT THESAMETIME. IT BOILSDOWN TO RIGHT PRIORITIES.

THE BEAUTY OF THE FISCAL PROBLEM ISTHAT ALL THE SOLUTIONS ARE
KNOWN, THOUGH APPLYING THE RIGHT ONESISTRICKY .

ALL THE SOLUTIONS REQUIRE: TOUGHNESS ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENT,
COOPERATION ON THE PART OF BUSINESS, PATIENCE ON THE PART OF OUR PEOPLE,
AND ACTIVE SUPPORT ON THE PART OF CONGRESS.

ALL THE SOLUTIONS REQUIRE PROFOUND, EVEN PERSONAL CHANGES.
POLITICIANSWILL NEED TO FOCUSON THE JOB AT HAND RATHER THAN ON THEIR
PROSPECT OF RE-ELECTION.

THE WORST OFFENDER YET THE HARDEST TO PIN DOWN IS CORPORATE
CORRUPTION. BUSINESSMEN MUST ADOPT AN ATTITUDE OF TAX ACCEPTANCE NOT
TAX AVOIDANCE. THEY MUST STOP TRYING TO OUTRUN THE TAX COLLECTOR. THEY
MUST RECOGNIZE THAT ONLY A FISCALLY STRONGER GOVERNMENT CAN CREATE A
MORE CONGENIAL BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT: GREATER SECURITY, BETTER
INFRASTRUCTURE, CHEAPER CREDIT, MORE BUSINESS.

MY ADMINISTRATION WILL UNDERTAKE REFORMS TO RAISE OR SAVE P100
BILLION. | ASK CONGRESS TO PASS EIGHT REVENUE MEASURES THAT WILL COLLECT
P80 BILLION MORE.
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ALAM KONG MAAASAHAN KO ANG MGA MAMBABATAS UPANG BURAHIN ANG
DEFICIT. UPANG ITULOY ANG MAGANDANG TRABAHO. AT UPANG ITAGUYOD ANG
SALIGAN NG MATAPAT NA GOBYERNO AT MALAKASNA EKONOMIYA.

INVESTMENTS IN INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENERGY PROVIDE THE GREATEST
MULTIPLIER EFFECT FOR GROWTH AND JOB CREATION. PAG MAGANDA ANG
IMPRASTRAKTURA GAYA NG KALSADA, TULAY, PANTALAN, TELEPONO, KORYENTE,
MARAMING MAMUMUHUNAN. MARAMING MAGKAKAROON NG TRABAHO.

WE MUST ACHIEVE SUFFICIENT, EFFICIENT, CHEAP ENERGY IN THE NEAR TERM.
WE MUST BE SURE TO HAVE THE CAPACITY TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF A GROWING
ECONOMY, SO ASNOT TO CHOKE.OFF GROWTH WHEN IT COMES, AND THEREBY LOSE
THE OPPORTUNITIESTHAT MAY NOT COME AGAIN.

TO THISEND, NAPOCOR POWER GENERATING PLANTS AND TRANSMISSION LINES
MUST BE PRIVATIZED BUT NOT IN A FIRE SALE. DELIVERING ELECTRICITY TO
VIRTUALLY AN ENTIRE COUNTRY ASBIG ASOURS CANNOT POSSIBLY BE WORTH
NOTHING BUT THE TROUBLE OF RUNNING IT.

NAPOCOR'S TRANSMISSION SYSTEMSWILL BE SOLD ON TERMS THAT RECOGNIZE
THE LUCRATIVE MONOPOLY OF ITSTRANSMISSION GRID. | ASK CONGRESS TO PASS THE
TRANSCO BILL THAT ALREADY PASSED THE HOUSE IN THE 12TH CONGRESS.

OUR INVESTMENTSIN SOCIAL JUSTICE AND BASIC NEEDSARE ASVITAL TO OUR
FUTURE ASFISCAL AND MACROECONOMIC REFORMS. A NATION DEEPLY DIVIDED WILL
NOT STAND. AND IT CERTAINLY WILL NOT MOVE FORWARD.

OUR NATION ISDIVIDED BY SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FAULTLINES. THE TECTONIC
PLATESMAY SHIFT WITH UNTHINKABLE CONSEQUENCES.

SOME SAY THAT ISIT CHEAPER TO DIE THAN TO GET WELL FROM AN ILLNESS,
THAT IT ISIMPOSSIBLE TO FIND CLEAN WATER IN THISRAINFALL COUNTRY, THAT IN
THISMODERN DAY AND AGE, PART OF THE COUNTRY . STILL SITSIN DARKNESS. THISIS
A TERRIBLE WASTE AND A TERRIBLE SHAME.

KAYA ANG AKING AGENDA PARA SA MARALITA AY HANAPBUHAY ; REPORMA SA
LUPA; TUBIG, GAMOT AT KORYENTE; PAGTATANGGOL AT KAPANGYARIHAN PARA SA
MAHINA.

IN FACT, WEWILL NOW BE ABLE TO BRING CLEAN WATER TO THE ENTIRE
COUNTRY BECAUSE DURING MY PREVIOUS TERM, YOU, CONGRESS FINALLY PASSED
THE CLEAN WATER ACT; BECAUSE IN MY FIRST DAYSASPRESIDENT IN 2001 | SIGNED
THE SOLID WASTE ACT; — THANK YOU ALSO FOR GIVING ME THAT OPPORTUNITY —
AND BECAUSE WE ARE REFORESTING OUR WATERSHEDS.
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THE PLACE TO START NOW ISLIVELIHOOD, FOR 10 MILLION FILIPINOS.

THE GROWING INDUSTRIAL, SERVICE, AND MICRO- ENTERPRISE SECTORS WILL
TAKE CARE OF SOME, A THRIVING AGRI-BUSINESS SECTOR WILL KEEP-MORE IN THE
COUNTRY SIDE RATHER THAN BURDENING A METRO MANILA THAT ISALREADY
CRACKING UNDER THE WEIGHT OF OVERPOPULATION.

LAND REFORM COVERS AGRARIAN LAND, URBAN LAND, AND ANCESTRAL
DOMAIN LAND. | ASK CONGRESS TO QUALIFY FARMLAND ASBANK COLLATERAL AND
REFORM THE SYSTEM OF URBAN LAND TITLE

ANG KAPANGYARIHAN NG TAONG BAYAN AY PUSO NG DEMOKRASYA. DAPAT
KASAMA SILA SA PAGHUGISNG KANILANG KAPALARAN.

DADALHIN KO ANG AKING MGA REPORMA SA TAONG BAYAN. AKO'Y
MAGPAPALIWANAG, AKO'Y MAKIKINIG.

| HAVE SHOWN THAT GOVERNMENT DOES CARE EVEN FOR A SINGLE FILIPINO
LIFE. NOW WE MUST SHOW THAT WE CARE FOR THE REST OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE,
ESPECIALLY THE WEAKEST AMONG US.

TO ADAPT THE WORDS OF ADAM SMITH TO THE INFORMATION AGE, "THE
GREATEST IMPROVEMENT IN THE PRODUCTIVE POWERS OF LABOR SEEMS TO HAVE
BEEN THE EFFECTS OF A MODERN EDUCATION."

ECONOMIESHAVE EXHAUSTED THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE DIVISION OF LABOR,
THEWAY FURTHER FORWARD NOW ISA BETTER- EDUCATED, MORE ADAPTABLE
WORKFORCE.

WE NEED TO START EARLY. AND WE NEED TO, MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS. | ASK CONGRESSTO LEGISLATE AN EXTRA YEAR OF
STUDIESNOT BY ADDING A FIFTH YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL BUT BY STANDARDIZING
WHAT ISTAUGHT IN BARANGAY DAY CARE CENTERS.

TO EXPAND YOUTH OPPORTUNITY, WE NEED TO FOCUS ON TECHNICAL AND
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION; ON STRENGTHENING ENGLISH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -
AND LOVE OF COUNTRY. ASI| SAID IN MY INAUGURAL: IT ISNOT FREE MARKETS BUT
PATRIOTISM THAT MAKES COUNTRIES STRONG.

THERE ISA SENSE IN WHICH AS A SOCIETY WE HAVE FAILED THE YOUTH IN
THEIR FORMATIVE YEARS, IN GROWING UP NORMALLY AND PRODUCTIVELY, IN
GETTING A GOOD EDUCATION, IN. LEARNING THE HABITS OF HONESTY AND
CITIZENSHIP AND CIVIC DISCIPLINE.
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| ASK THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, THE PARENTS, THE CHURCH AND PILLARS OF
THE COMMUNITY TOHELP SHAPE A NEW CULTURE OF HONESTY, PATRIOTISM,
RESPECT, DISCIPLINE AND SERVICE FOR YOUNG FILIPINOS.

THE ROOF CANNOT COLLAPSE WHEN THE VALUE PILLARS OF GOVERNMENT AND
SOCIETY ARE SOUND AND STRONG.

| FERVENTLY SUPPORT THE JUDICIAL REFORMS BEING CARRIED OUT BY OUR
SUPREME COURT.

| ASK CONGRESS FOR A LAW MAKING THE OMBUDSMAN'S FUNCTION AS
EFFECTIVE ASHONGKONG'SINDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION.

BUREAUCRATIC CORRUPTION WITH ITSNUMEROUS LEAKAGES IS'BAD. SO IS
GOVERNMENT INCOMPETENCE. UNLIKE IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, WHERE THE FREE
MARKET PUNISHES MISTAKES, GOVERNMENT INCOMPETENCE PUNISHESONLY THE
PUBLIC.

WEHAVETO TEAR AWAY LAYERS OF INEFFICIENCY PILED ON BY DECADES OF
POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION: REDUNDANCY IN THE NATIONAL SERVICE, WASTE IN
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, AND POINTLESS PROCEDURES FOR GETTING DONE WHAT ISNT
NEEDED ANYWAY TO SECURE THE PUBLIC WELFARE. JUST HOW DOES PAYING OFF THE
HEALTH INSPECTOR BANISH BACTERIA FROM A DIRTY KITCHEN?

BY DEFINITION, PUBLIC SERVICES ARE WHAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR WILL NOT DO
EXCEPT FOR A PRICE THE PUBLIC CANNOT PAY.

WHERE THE PRIVATE SECTOR CAN DO IT BETTER AND CHEAPER, GOVERNMENT
MAY HAVE TO STEP ASIDE. BUT THE WATCHWORDS ARE BETTER AND CHEAPER. WHERE
PRIVATIZATION ONLY SPELLSPUBLIC PILLAGE, GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO DO
THE WORK.

BUT THAT'SNO REASON TO SPARE PUBLIC SERVICES FROM THE TEST OF
COMPETITIVE PERFORMANCE.

WE WILL SIMPLIFY PROCEDURES TO ELIMINATE FIXERS.

WE WILL DOWNSIZE THE GOVERNMENT, MOTIVATE EXCESSEMPLOYEESTO
BECOME ENTREPRENEURS, AND INCREASE THE PAY OF A LEAN AND MEAN
BUREAUCRACY.

| HAVE ABOLISHED EIGHTY OFFICES UNDER THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. |
WILL ABOLISH THIRTY MORE.
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| ASK CONGRESS TO PASS A LAW ON GOVERNMENT RE-ENGINEERING, WITH
SILVER PARACHUTES FOR REDUNDANT OFFICES.

ONCE WE HAVE PROVED TO OUR PEOPLE THAT WE HAVE DONE WHAT WE CAN
WITHIN THE PRESENT STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT, WE CAN MOVE ON TO CHANGING
THE SYSTEM TO ONE THAT ENHANCES OUR FREEDOM AND FLEXIBILITY TO DO MORE.

| EXPECT THAT NEXT YEAR, CONGRESSWILL START CONSIDERING THE
RESOLUTIONS FOR CHARTER CHANGE.

NO ONE HAS A MONOPOLY ON RIGHT IDEAS. | AM REACHING OUT TOALL
SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY AND ALL PARTIES, BE THEY WITH ME OR AGAINST ME, TO JOIN
ME IN THOSE THINGS THAT SHOULD BE EVERYONE'S CONCERN BECAUSE THEY RISE
ABOVE POLITICSTO THE LEVEL OF PATRIOTISM.

| DONOT WANT A HONEY MOON PERIOD AFTER WHICH WE CAN FORGET THE
COUNTRY AND GO AFTER EACH OTHER AGAIN, | WANT A MARRIAGE NOT OF
CONVENIENCE BUT OF CONVICTION, ACROSS THE SPECTRUM OF PARTIES AND GROUPS,
ENCOMPASSING THE RANGE OF INTELLIGENT POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS AND ECONOMIC
VIEWS. | WANT A MARRIAGE FOR AT LEAST THE LIFE OF THIS CONGRESS.

| DONOT ASK FOR UNPRINCIPLED SUPPORT BECAUSE IT WILL NOT HOLD.

| DOASK FOR AN END TO UNPRINCIPLED OBSTRUCTIONISM BECAUSE THAT
ALWAY S SUCCEEDSIN DEFEATING OUR BEST EFFORTS.

TUNAY NGA NA KAHIRAPAN AT KAWALAN NG KATARUNGAN ANG SAGABAL SA
ATING PAG-UNLAD. NGUNIT ANG MGA NAGSUSULSOL SA MAHIHIRAP NA MANGGULO
ANG SUMISIRA SA ATING KINABUKASAN.

SO THISMUST STOP. WE MUST PUT A STOPTO THAT.

EVERY YEAR, EVERY PRESIDENT TELLS CONGRESS THAT IT ISTHE LAST CHANCE
FOR MEANINGFUL CHANGE.

THISTIME I WILL SAY IT AGAIN, ADDING ONLY THAT PAST PRESIDENTS WERE
RIGHT. AND THAT EACH TIME CHANGE DOESN'T HAPPEN, MAKES CHANGE HARDER AND
LESSLIKELY TOHAPPEN THE NEXT TIME AROUND.

THETIME FOR CHANGE ISWELL PAST DUE.

THISTIME, LET ME SAY, LETSJUST DOIT! —
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MABUHAY ANG PILIPINO!

MARAMING SALAMAT SA INYONG LAHAT.
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